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FOREWORD 


Caius Suetonius Tranquillus was born towards the close of 
the reign of Vespasian, when the events that he was to chronicle 
were itill refledted on the political horizon. He was the son of a 
Roman knight who commanded a legion on the side of Otho, 
and this circumftance provided him with much of that vivid 
anecdotage that makes of his great work a series of intimate 
memoirs rather than a hiftory. 

It is regrettable that there was none to do for Suetonius — 
and hence for poilerity — what he performed so ably for the 
Cxsars. One would like to know something of the personality 
of the man beyond what is revealed by inference from his 
literary ityle. But there is very little to gratify the reader’s 
curiosity. It would appear that he was on terms of cordial 
friendship with the younger Pliny, who wrote that "the nearer 
he was brought into communion with him, the more he loved 
him.” This happy condition was not repeated, however, in the 
case of the Emperor Hadrian, whom Suetonius served for some 
time In the capacity of private secretary. For we next learn that 
he was dismissed from his secretarial duties on the charge of 
having conduded himself unbecomingly toward the Empress 
Sabina in Hadrian’s absence — the exad nature of his offence 
being nowhere particularly set forth. 

During his attendance upon the emperor, Suetonius had 
access to many important documents in the imperial archives, 
which, together with his numerous social contads, furnished 
voluniinous material for the writing of his projeded hidory. 
Upon this engaging task he occupied himself when his exile 
from court placed him socially "under a cloud;” and the 
eventual emergence of a document altogether unique in literary 
hidory turned the occasion to a happy use. 

Of the result, PIo Baroja, in his brilliant miscellany. 
Youth and Egolatry, has this to say: "It is the greated 
colledion of horrors in hidory. You leave it with the imagi- 
nation perturbed, scrutinizing your soul to discover whether 
you may not be yourself a hog or a wild bead.” The readion 
to the work is necessarily personal because the manner is in- 
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tensely so. The larger hiAorical aspeAs of events are not con- 
sidered, nor do we get a complete piAure of the society of the 
times. The happenings of each reign, from that of Julius to 
that of Domitian, are touched upon only as they shed light on 
the personality of the emperor- It is not as a military annaliA, 
nor as a civil servant, nor yet as an aAute biographer, that 
Suetonius writes; but rather as a gossipy old domeAic, with a 
born genius for Aory-telling, on whom every momentous 
happening in the outside world of affairs impresses itself mainly 
as it afleAs his maAer’s temper when he has doffed his toga and 
donned his dressing-gown and slippers. The banquet hall and 
the bedchamber figure more largely in his narrative than do the 
forum and the camps. And, as the real man lurks inevitably 
beneath the purple which conceab him, this method gives us a 
series of indelible portraits; not drawn, be it observed, with a 
psychological brush which blurs the individual outline by re- 
lating it to the human whole, but with the objeAive art of the 
skilled cartooniA who sharply differentiates individuals by 
Aressing their moA prominent charaAeriAics. 

It is difficult to say whether Suetonius’s matter-of-fact 
relation of the gross and the horrific, or his solemn insiAerice 
upon the homely and the intimate, is the more diverting. We 
see, for example, the Divine Julius seizing the privilege of 
wearing the laurel wreath as the moA grateful item in his 
triumph because it conceals his baldness. That excellent and 
courtly prince, AuguAus, is caught in the aA of ordering his 
shoes made with overthick soles that he might appear taller 
than he was. There is grim humour in the mad antics of Nero 
and Caligula: the one poAuring as a great artiA, and the other 
as a military hero. And, though the -sometimes world-splitting 
battles are treated with the brevity and indifference that they 
perhaps deserve, not a single side-splitting comment by any wit 
or sage of the period would seem to have been omitted. Thus 
succeeding generations of readers have reason to be grateful 
for the nice balance that is maintained in these matters when 
they refleA that while Suetonius’s omissions are adequately 
supplied elsewhere (for he was contemporaneous with Tacitus 
and Dio Cassius) , Suetonius’s achievement is nowhere paralleled. 

vm . 



THE LIVES OF THE 
TWELVE CiESARS 




CAIUS JULIUS C.i:SAR 


I A.U.C. 670 

When Julius Csesar was sixteen years old, his father Caius 
died; and in the year following he received the honour of being 
eleded High Prieft of Jupiter. About this time he repudiated 
Cossutia to whom he had been afEanced during his childhood, 
and who, although she belonged only to the equeftrian order, 
was a very wealthy lady. He then married Cornelia, daughter 
of Cinna who filled the consulship four times; and she, soon 
after, gave birth to his daughter Julia. 

Sulla, the dictator, was much displeased by Caesar’s con- 
dud, and tried to force him to put Cornelia aside; but Caesar 
resided, upon which he suffered the penalty of being deprived 
of his sacred office, of his wife’s dowry and all his heritages, 
and was moreover accused of being sympathetic to the adverse 
fadion under Marius, leader of the people. He was compelled 
to flee Rome, and wandered about for some time in the Sabine 
territory, changing his hiding place almod every night, though 
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he* was sorely affifted with the quartan ague. He finally ob- 
tained his release by bribing the officers who pursued him; and 
through the intercession of the Veital Virgins, and of Mamercus 
yEmihus and Aurelius Cotta, his near kinsfolk, he at length 
won a pardon, ft is certainly known, however, that Sulla, after 
he had denied a good while the pleas of his own best friends, 
persons of rank and influence, in Caesar’s behalf, at laft yielded 
to their entreaties in these words, which were touched either 
by divine prescience or shrewd conjecture: 

“Take him then, my masters, since ye needs muit have it 
so; but know this, that he whose fife you so much desire will one 
day be the overthrow of the party of nobles, whose cause you 
have suifained with me; for in this one Caesar, you will find 
many a Marius.” 


2 

Czsar served in the wars for the firft time in Asia, under 
the pretor, M. Thermus; and being sent by him into Bithynia 
to levy a fleet, he made his abode with King Nicomedes. His 
long sojourn there gave rise to the foul rumour that he entered 
into immoral relations with the king: which rumour he him- 
self augmented by coming again into Bithynia within a few 
days of his departure, under the pretext of colledting money 
due to a freedman, his client. The re^t of his service he carried 
with better fame; and at the winning of Mitylene in the isle 
of Lesbos, Thermus bellowed on him the honour of a civic 
garland. 


3 A.UiC. 676 

He served also under Servilius Isauricus, in Cilicia, but 
not for long; for upon hearing of Sulla’s death, he returned 
in all hafte to Rome, prepared for anything that might follow 
from a new dissension stirred up by Marcus Lepidus, who, being 
consul with Q. Catulus Ludatius, proceeded to repeal all of 
the adts of Sulla. But notwithstanding large offers and fair 
promises, he decided againSt joining Lepidus, partly from dis- 
trust of his nature, which was variable and indiscreet, and 
partly because the present opportunity seemed less favourable 
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JULIUS CJESAR 

for the accomplishment of this projed than he had at firft 
believed. 


4 

Soon after this civil discord was quieted by the death of 
Lepidus, he brought a charge of extortion againd Cornelius 
Dolobella, a man who had been consul and honoured with a 
triumph. But when the defendant was found innocent and 
acquitted, he determined to retire to the city of Rhodes, not 
only to appease the public indignation he had incurred but 
also to win leisure to learn the art of oratory under Apollonius 
Molon, the mod renowned of rhetoricians in that day. It was 
winter time when he set sail and as he drew near to the isle 
of Pharmacusa, he had the misfortune to be captured by pirates, 
who kept him in cudody, to his great resentment, for nearly 
forty days, during which time he was attended only by a phy- 
sician and two chamberlains. The red of his companions and 
servants belonging to his train, he had dispatched into the 
Asiatic cities to procure him money with all speed for his 
ransom. Upon the payment of fifty talents, his captors re- 
leased him upon the shore. Losing no time, he put his fleet 
to sea again and did not cease pursuing these pirates until he 
had overtaken them; and no sooner were they in his power 
than he made good a threat he had many times given in jed, 
and put them all to death. Now while Mithridates was ravag- 
ing the countries adjoining, in order that he might not be 
thought lax while danger threatened the allies of Rome, he 
passed over into Asia, and gathering a power of auxiliary forces 
he expelled the king’s governor, and reedablished in their loyalty 
those cities which were wavering and at the point of revolt. 


y 

Being eleded military tribune, the fird dignity conferred 
upon him by the voice of the people after his return to Rome, 
he greatly assided those who dood for the reditution of their 
tribunitian authority, the force and drength whereof Sulla had 
abtated. Moreover, by virtue of an ad which Plotius, a tribune 
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of the people, proposed at his suggeAion, he eflFedted the recall 
of Lucius Cinna, his wife’s brother, and others with him who 
had taken part in the civil disturbances on the side of Lepidus, 
and who, after that consul’s death, had fled to Sertorius, the 
commander in Spain; and it was decreed that they might now 
return safely into the city and enjoy their freedom. Respeding 
this matter, he himself made an oration before the people. 


6 

During his queStorship, he pronounced funeral orations 
from the roStra, as the ancient custom was, in praise of Julia, 
his aunt on his father’s side, and of his wife, Cornelia. And 
in the commendation beStowed on his aunt, he related the 
following concerning her own and his father’s descent: “Mine 
aunt Julia is lineally descended by her mother from kings, and 
by her father from the Immortal Gods; for, from Ancus 
Marcius are derived the March, surnamed Reges, that is. Kings, 
which name my mother held; and from Venus the Julii are 
derived, of which house and name is our family. So then, in 
this Stock there concur and meet the sandity and majeSty of 
kings, who among men are moSt powerful, and the religious 
supremacy of the gods, in whose power kings themselves are.” 
In the place of Cornelia, he wedded Pompeia, daughter of 
Quintus Pompeius, and granddaughter of Lucius Sulla. But 
he afterwards divorced her upon suspicion that she had been 
dishonoured by Publius Clodius, of whom persistent rumour 
went abroad that he, in woman’s disguise, had access to her 
secretly during the celebration of the rites of the Bona Dea, 
in which only women took part; upon this, the Senate direded 
an inquiry into the pollution of those sacred ceremonies. 


7 A.U.C. 687 

As queStor, it fell to him by lot to execute his office in 
Farther Spain. One day, as he was riding the circuit of this 
province at the command of the pretor, AntiStius Vetus, for 
the administration of juStice, he came to Gades: where, behold- 
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ing a Statue of Alexander the Great in the Temple of Hercules, 
he sighed deeply, as if burdened with his own slothfulness in 
that he had performed no memorable act in his thirty-three 
years, what time Alexander had required to conquer the whole 
world. Presently, therefore, he sued earnestly for his discharge 
and license to depart, that he might take the firSt opportunity 
that should present itself in the city for entering upon greater 
enterprises. Being moreover much disquieted by a dream of 
the night before, in which he had imagined himself in carnal 
company with his own mother, he consulted the diviners, who 
incited him to hopes of moSl glorious achievements by inter- 
preting his dream as an omen that he would possess the sover- 
eignty of the whole world: considering that the mother he had 
imagined beneath him could augur nothing less than the sub- 
jecftion of the earth, which is counted the mother of all things. 

8 

Departing from the province, therefore, before his time 
was fvilly expired, he went into the Latin colonies, which were 
now devising means of effecfting their freedom from the City 
of Rome; and he would have incited them to attempt some 
tumult and trouble in the State, but that the consuls, for the 
prevention of this very danger, kept back for a while the legions 
which were enrolled for service in Cilicia. 


p A.u.c. S88 

And yet he soon thereafter projedted greater designs within 
the City itself. For, not many days before he entered upon his 
edUeship, he fell under suspicion of having been engaged in a 
conspiracy with Marcus Crassus, a man of consular rank, with 
whom likewise were Publius Sulla and Lucius Autronius, who, 
after they had been chosen consuls, were condemned for 
bribery. The plan of the conspirators was to fall upon the 
senate in the be ginning of their year, and massacre as many 
as seemed necessary; whereupon Crassus should usurp the dic- 
tatorship, and appoint Cassar his Master of the Horse; and so 
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when they had settled the State at their pleasure, Sulla and 
Autronius should be restored again to their consulship. Of 
this conspiracy, Tanusius Geminus makes mention in his history, 
Marcus Bibulus in his edidts, and Curio, the father, in his 
orations. Cicero likewise seems to dwell upon it in a certain 
epiftle to Axius, wherein he reports that Caesar e^tabHshed in 
his consulship that royal government which he had plotted to 
secure when he was edile. Tanusius writes further that Crassus, 
either from repentance or fear, was not present upon the day 
appointed for the massacre, and therefore Caesar did not give 
the signal which he should have given; which agreement. Curio 
says, was that he should let his toga fall from his shoulders. 
The same Curio and M. Adtorius Naso write that he conspired 
also with Cneius Piso, a noble young gentleman, who being 
under suspicion in connection with a conspiracy within the 
City, had the province of Spain bestowed upon him out of the 
regular order. It is said to have been agreed between them that 
Piso should lead a revolt in the provinces, and that Caesar at 
Rome should make an insurredion to alter the state, using as 
their indruments the Lambrani and the tribes beyond the Po. 
But the execution of this design was frustrated at both ends 
by reason of Piso’s death. 


lO A.U.C. 689 

While he was edile, he beautified not only the Comitium 
and the rest of the forum, with the adjoining halls, but he 
graced the Capitol also by ereding temporary galleries for the 
public shows and plays: wherein he displayed for the view of 
aU men the superabundant colledion of images. Statues, and 
pidures he had gathered from all parts for their amusement. 
As for the chasing and baiting of wild beaSts, the Stage plays 
and games, he exhibited them both in conjundion with his 
companion in office, Marcus Bibulus, and also independently. 
Whereby it appeared that he earned the sole honour and thanks, 
although the charges of these entertainments were borne in 
common; insomuch that M. Bibulus observed that his lot was 
like that of Pollux: "For consider,” said he, "the temple ereded 
in the common market place of Rome unto both the twin- 
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brethren, Cantor and Pollux, bears the name of Caftor alone: 
even so, the munificence which Caesar and I provide jointly 
goes under the name of Caesar only.” 

Caesar exhibited also a fight of gladiators; but he brought 
into the place fewer couples of champions than he had ptir- 
posed, for he had bought up such a great company of fighters 
that his adversaries of the other f adion, in great alarm, caused a 
special ad to be passed by the state which fixed the number 
of gladiators that a man might retain in Rome. 


1 1 A.U.C. 6^0 

Thus when he had gained the hearts and favour of the 
people, he made attempt through his power with some of the 
tribunes to have the province of Egypt conferred upon him by 
an ad of the people: the occasion of his suit for this extraordi- 
nary government being that the Alexandrians had driven out 
of his realm their king, Ptolomeus Auletes (father of Cleo- 
patra) , whom the senate had given the title of ally and friend 
of the Roman people. Although the people generally were 
indignant over the outrage, he did not carry the suit because 
of the opposition of the fadion of the nobles. In order, there- 
fore, to infringe and impair their authority by all means in his 
power, he restored the trophies in honour of Caius Marius, for 
his vidories over Jugurtha, the Cimbrians, and the Teutons, 
which had been demolished by Sulla; also, in sitting upon a 
commission for the examination of murderers, he reckoned 
among them those who, in the time of the proscription, had 
received money out of the pubUc treasury for bringing in the 
heads of Roman citizens, although they were excepted by virtue 
of the Cornelian laws. 


12 

Moreover, he suborned someone to indid for treason Caius 
Rabirius, by whose help especially some years before the senate 
had discovered and redrained the seditious tribune, Lucius 
Saturninus; and being by lot chosen a judge delegate to pass 
sentence on the prisoner, he was so willing to condemn him ‘ 
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that when Rabirius appealed to the people, nothing ftood so 
much in his favour as the extraordinary rigour of the judge. 

Ij A.U.C. 691 

Having resigned all hope of gaining Egypt for his province, 
he became candidate for the office of Higheft Prieft, and to 
further his prospedcs used the persuasive powers of lavish 
bribery. Considering how deeply he engaged himself in debt, 
he is said to have told his mother, when she kissed him as he 
left that morning to go into the assembly for the eledion, that 
he would never return home unless chosen pontiff. And so far 
did he outweigh his two moA mighty competitors (who sur- 
passed him both in age and in rank) , that he carried in their 
own tribes alone more votes than both had in all tribes 
throughout. 


14 

After he was created pretor, although not yet entered into 
office, the conspiracy of Catiline was deteded; and although 
the senate generally recommended no lighter punishment than 
death for the parties to the crime, he alone proposed that their 
goods should be confiscated and they themselves put into several 
free cities and burroughs under the people of Rome, there to 
be kept in ward. And furthermore he indilled so great a fright 
into those that had voted for heavier punishment, and so forci- 
bly pointed out the censure which their course would call down 
upon them from the Roman people, that Decimus Silanus, 
consul-eled, was very ready to mollify his own pronounce- 
ment with a gentle exposition, as if it had been falsely conftrued 
in a harder sense than he had intended, and so avoided the sbamp 
of eating his own words. Cxsar would certainly have prevailed 
in this matter, for many were already drawn to his side, (among 
the reft, Quintus Cicero, the consul’s brother) , had not a speech 
made by Marcus Cato emboldened the whole house, and con- 
firmed all the senators in their former sentence after they had 
been at the point of yielding to him. Yet he ceased not to 
hinder their proceedings until a troop of Roman Knights, who 
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Aood in armed defence of the consul and senate, threatened to 
dispatch him out of the way if he continued in his obAinate 
contumacy; and they shook their drawn swords so near him 
that those who sat with him moved away and a few friends 
with great difficulty protected him by throwing their arms 
about him, and putting their togas between him and his assail- 
ants, thus saving him from violence. Alarmed at this display, 
he not only yielded to them but refrained from coming again 
to the senate house for the remainder of that year. 


A.U.C. 6^z 

The firft day of his pretorship, he summoned Quintus 
Catulus before the body of the people to render an account 
of the improvements of the Capitol, proposing at the same 
time a decree for transferring the office of curator to another 
person, namely Pompey; for he did not desire that the honour 
of re-edifying and dedicating the Capitol, consumed by fire, 
should go to Catulus. But being unable to withstand the op- 
position of the ariftocratic party, whom he perceived quitting 
in great numbers their attendance upon the new consuls, and 
fully determined to make resistance, he relinquished this project. 


i6 

Afterwards he showed himself a Stout abettor and main- 
tainer of Cecilius Metellus, a tribune of the people, who pro- 
posed most turbulent and seditious laws in defiance of his col- 
leagues; and so resolutely did he bear him out in his cause that 
both of them were by an injundion and decree of the senators 
removed from the administration. He presumed nevertheless 
to continue in his magistracy and to execute his jurisdidion, 
imtil he learned that some were ready to obStrud him by force 
of arms, whereupon he sent away his sergeants, cast off his 
purple robe and retired to his own house, there to keep himself 
quiet during these troubled times. And when, two days after- 
ward, the people flocked to him of their own accord, promising 
in a very tumultuous manner their help and assistance in the 
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recovery of his former place and dignity, he calmed them. 
This happening contrary to all expedtation, the senate, who 
were haftily convened on the subjedt of the riot, gave him hearty 
thanks, and sent for him by some of the nobleft members among 
them. After high commendation of his condudt, they reversed 
their former decree and restored him fully to his ofSce. 


17 

He fell soon again into fresh trouble, however, being called 
into question as one of the Catiline conspirators, both before 
the QueStor Novius Niger in his house by Lucius Vettius, the 
informer, and also in the senate, by Quintus Curius: to whom 
a reward had been voted, for having firSt detedted the designs 
of the conspirators. Curius deposed that he had received his 
intelligence from Catiline; and Vettius even promised to pro- 
duce Caesar’s own handwriting, given to Catiline. But this 
indignity Caesar found in no way tolerable; and he appealed to 
Cicero, by whose testimony it was shown that he himself, of 
his own accord, had given some information to him of the 
conspiracy; and by prevailing in this he deprived Curius of 
the reward. As for Vettius, he had him heavily fined and his 
property seized; after which he was maltreated in the open 
assembly of the multitude even before the roStra, and then 
cast into prison. In the same manner he served Novius the 
queStor, because he suffered him, a superior magistrate of state, 
to be accused and defamed in his house. 


1 8 A.U.C. 69} 

At the expiration of his pretorship, he obtained by lot the 
farther province of Spain; and he quieted his creditors, who 
would have detained him, by providing sureties, of whom 
Crassus was named as one, for his debts. Contrary to both law 
and custom, however, he took his departure before the usual 
outfit and equipage were prepared; whether this was done from 
fear of some judicial proceeding intended againSt him while 
he was a private person, or because he might the more speedily 
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succor the allies of the Romans, who craved help, is uncertain. 
He had no sooner settled the province in peace, however, than 
he made hafte to depart, without waiting for the arrival of his 
successor; and he returned to Rome, to sue for a triumph in 
recognition of his vidtories in Gallicia and Lusitania, and also 
to take on the consulship. But the day of eledtion having already 
been fixed by proclamation, he could not legally be admitted 
a candidate unless he entered the City as a private citizen. He 
was thereby placed in the dilemma that if he aspired to a 
triumph, he muft remain outside of the walls until it took place, 
while as a candidate for the consulship he muft be resident in 
the City. Upon his solicitation that the law be laid aside in 
his behalf, Cato and his followers withstood him, so that he 
was forced to forgo his triumph for fear of being disappointed 
in the consulship. 


19 A.u.c. 695 

Of the two competitors with him for the consulship, to 
wit, Lucius Luceius and Marcus Bibulus, he chose the former 
to be his companion in office, upon condition that Luceius, 
being a man of less interest but greater affiuence, should promise 
money to the eledors in their joint names. Which compad 
being known, the party of nobles, fearing that once he became 
consul with a colleague at his beck to approve and fortify his 
measures, he would both dare and do anything: they persuaded 
Bibulus to promise the voters as much as the other, and the mod 
part of them contributed toward the expense. Cato himself 
did not oppose the expedient, conceding that this largesse Stood 
for the good of the people. He was thereupon eleded consul 
jointly with Bibulus. Aduated Still by the same motives, the 
party of nobles and principal persons of the City gave order 
that the consuls for that year should have only the provinces 
and commissions of leaSt importance, such as the administration 
of forests and roads. Cscsar taking this indignity moSt to heart, 
paid flattering court immediately to Cneius Pompey, who had 
taken offence at the senators for not sooner ratifying his ads 
and decrees following his triumph over Mithridates. He re- 
conciled also Pompey and Marcus Crassus, who had been 
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pnpmiftij since their joint consulship, a time of much jarring and 
disagreement. He entered likewise into a compact with them 
both that nothing should be done in the adminiftration of the 
commonweal that was displeasing to any of the three. It was 
this notorious alliance that bred the civil war which ensued 
between Caesar and Pompey. 


20 

Having entered upon his consulship, he inaugurated the 
pradice of having recorded and published all of the daily adts 
of the senate as well as the people, so that a history of every 
matter should be preserved. He also revived the ancient custom 
that on the alternate months when the fasces were not carried 
before him, a public officer should precede him and his lidtors 
follow. Having promulgated an agrarian law for the division 
of some public lands, he was opposed by his fellow-consul 
whom he then drove out of the forum by violence. The next 
day, when Bibulus complained in the Senate of this outrage and 
due to the great confusion prevailing found not one having the 
hardihood to bring the matter forward or move a censure 
(which had often been done in cases of lighter disturbance), 
he was very much caSl down; so much so indeed that he quit 
his magiilracy and retired within his own house, where he did 
nothing but issue edids to obstrud his colleague’s proceedings. 
From that time forward, Cxsar alone managed all the affairs 
of date, an arrangement very much to his liking; insomuch 
that divers citizens, whenever they signed any writings as 
witnesses, were moved to the merry conceit of putting down 
that such a thing was done, not when Caesar and Bibulus, but 
when Julius and Caesar, were consuls; and soon after these 
verses were commonly current abroad: 

Ctesar of late did many things, but Bibulus not one: 

For naught by Consul Bibulus can I remember done. 

The land of Stellas, held consecrated by our ancedors to 
the gods, together with the Campania territory left subjed to 
tribute for the support of the expenses of the government, he 
divided without cading lots, among twenty thousand citizens 
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who had each of them three or more children. The publicans 
entering a plea for relief, he eased them of a third part of their 
rents which they had agreed to pay; at the same time warning 
them openly, that in the letting of the new commodities and 
revenues of the City, they should not bid so prodigally. Many 
other pleas likewise he granted to those who approached him, 
without meeting opposition at any hand; for if any sought to 
thwart him they were quickly put down. Marcus Cato, who 
attempted to arrest his proceedings, he caused to be violently 
removed from the senate-house by an officer and committed to 
prison. As Lucius Lucullus also ventured to oppose his doings, 
he intimidated him so greatly by the threat of sundry ads and 
criminations that he was glad to come and fall upon his knees 
before him. And when Cicero, pleading upon an occasion in 
court, lamented the woeful itate of these times, the very same 
day at the ninth hour he transferred Publius Clodius, his 
enemy, from a patrician to a plebeian family: a measure for 
which he had long supplicated in order that he might be a 
candidate for the tribuneship of the people. Laft of all it is 
credibly reported that he by great rewards induced Vettius to 
profess that he had been solicited by certain persons to murder 
Pompey; this device having for its purpose the intimidation of 
those of the opposite party; and when Vettius was brought be- 
fore the rostra to designate those who had set him to this work, 
(as it had been agreed between them), and had named one or 
two of them to no purpose, thus giving rise to suspicions of 
fraud: Cawar, despairing of the success of his rash projed, 
poisoned Vettius, whom he had suborned, and so released him 
from telling any more tales. 


21 

About the same time he married Calpurnia, the daughter 
of Lucius Piso who was to succeed him in the consulate, and 
affianced his own daughter Julia to Cneius Pompey, rejeding 
Servihus Ca:pio to whom she had been contraded and by whose 
help especially a little while before he had impugned Bibulus. 
At the same time he promised in marriage to the repudiated 
suitor, the daughter of Cneius Pompey. Following this new 
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alliance, he began, in his deliberations in the senate, to ask 
Pompey’s opinion firSt, an honour he had been wont to accord 
Crassus; and this was contrary to the usual cuftom that the 
consul should observe throughout the year, namely that of 
conferring with the senate which he adopted on the calends 
of January. 


22 

Being supported now by the favour and assi^ance of his 
wife’s father, Piso, and his son-in-law, Cn. Pompey, he made 
choice of Gaul, among all the provinces, as being especially 
fitted by reason of its wealth to provide him with occasions 
for triumphs; for, as it was truly said, the Romans triumphed 
oftener over the Gauls than over all the other nations combined. 
At first, by virtue of a decree proposed to the people by Vatinia, 
he received only the government of Cisalpine-Gaul, together 
with Illyricum; but soon afterwards he obtained from the 
senate Gallia-Comata also; for the nobles feared that if they 
denied him this, the people would beftow it upon him. So 
much did joy inflate him at this success that he could not re- 
strain his pride, but boaSted in the crowded senate-house that 
he had now realized his desires despite his adversaries and much 
against their will; and that he woiJd thenceforward bend 
them to his pleasure. Whereupon one of the senators caustically 
observing that “It was no easy matter for a woman so to do”, 
(alluding in this manner to certain scandals that were rife 
concerning Ca:sar) , he retorted merrily that "Even in Assyria 
there had reigned for some time Queen Semiramis; and that 
the Amazons in times paSt held a great part of Asia in sub- 
jection, thus turning the taunt to another signification. 


23 A.U.C. 656 

When he had served his term of consulship, Caius Mem- 
tnius and Lucius Domitius, the pretors, brought into question 
the transactions of the year paSt, whereupon he referred the 
examination and censure thereof to the senate. Seeing, how- 
ever, that they would not undertake the task after three days 
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spent in vain altercation, he departed into his province. Im- 
mediately, then, for the purpose of bringing trouble upon him, 
his quejtor was indided upon certain crimes. Soon after, a 
charge was also brought againit Csesar by Lucius Antiftius, a 
tribune of the people; but by making an appeal to the college 
of the tribunes, he arranged that he should not be liable to the 
accusation during his absence on the affairs of the State. For 
his better security, therefore, in times to come, he insinuated 
himself into the good favour of the magi^rates at the annual 
elections; and he would aid with his interest no candidates for 
office except such as entered into compad with him to defend 
and uphold him in his absences, which were frequently of 
longer duration than the law prescribed. To bind this compact 
he did not hesitate to demand of certain ones an oath and even 
a written agreement. 

24 A.U.C. 698 

But when Lucius Domitius, a candidate for the consulship, 
threatened openly, that once he should become consul, he would 
effed that which he could not while he was pretor, and dived 
him of his armies, he sent for Crassus and Pompey to Lucca, 
a city in his province; and persuaded them, in order to repulse 
Domitius, to sue again for the consulship and maintain him in 
his command for five years longer; and these aims he efFeded. 
Reassured by this accomplishment, he presumed to add at his 
own expense other legions to those which he had received from 
the date. And one legion among them, drawn from one of the 
countries beyond the Alps, he called by a French word, Alauda, 
which referred to the feathers on their helmets resembling the 
cred of a lark; and this legion he trained and armed in the 
Roman fashion and afterwards enfranchized throughout and 
made free of Rome. From this time forward he avoided no 
occasion of war, no matter how tmjud or dangerotis; and at- 
tacked with equal zeal those nations that were allied with Rome 
and those that were enemies, thereby provoking them to take 
arms. Upon this, the senate issued a decree for sending am- 
bassadors to inquire into conditions in Gaul; and some members, 
namely, Cato and Plutarch, were even of opinion that he should 
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be delivered into the hands of the enemy. But by reason of the 
success that had attended all his undertakings, he was granted 
more days of supplication, and at more frequent intervals, than 
any commander had ever had before him. 


25 

During his nine years of provincial government he per- 
formed the following ads: he reduced to the form of a province 
all that part of Gaul which is enclosed within the Pyrenean 
fored, the Alps, Mount Gehenna, and the two rivers, the Rhine 
and the Rhone, a territory of about 3200 miles, excepting only 
the nations allied with the republic and such as had deserved 
his favour. Upon this new acquisition he imposed a yearly 
tribute of forty millions of sederces. He of aU Romans was 
the fird to cross by means of a bridge into the Germanic 
country beyond the Rhone; and the inhabitants thereof he 
defeated in many encounters. He also marched againa the 
Britons, a people unknown before that time, whom he con- 
quered utterly and from whom he exaded tribute and hoftages. 
Amid so many prosperous exploits he tafted thrice only of 
adverse fortune: once in Britain when his fleet was nearly de- 
droyed in a violent temped; a second time in Gaul, where one 
of his legions was routed; and a third time in the land of the 
Germans, when Titurius and Aurunculeius, his lieutenants, 
were caught in ambush and put to the sword. 


26 A.U.C. 700 

During this period he lod his mother, Aurelia, whose 
death was followed by that of his daughter, Julia, and, not 
long afterwards, of his granddaughter. Meanwhile, the republic 
being much dismayed at the murder of Clodius by Milo, and 
the senate passing a vote that only one consul, namely Cneius 
Pompeius, should be eledted for the ensuing year, he prevailed 
with the tribunes of the people who intended that he should 
be the colleague in oflice with Pompey, to propose to the people 
that they should grant him the right, when the term of his 
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government drew toward an end, to become a candidate for 
his second consulship, without departing out of his province 
before the conclusion of the war. Having triumphed in this 
measure, carrying his aims ftfll higher, and jubilant with the 
hopes of success, there was no opportunity of ingratiating 
himself into popular favour that he negleded to take full 
advantage of; and to this end he direded many ads of kindness 
and liberality, both in public and private. He began to build 
a new forum with money which he raised from the spoils of 
war; and the plot of ground whereon it should dand cod him 
over a hundred millions of sederces. He promised the people 
a public entertainment of gladiators, and a fead in memory 
of his daughter, such as no one before him had ever given. 
And to heighten the expedation of these celebrations, although 
he had agreed with viduallers of all kinds for his fead, he made 
yet further arrangements in private homes. He issued an order 
that the mod famous gladiators, if at any time during the 
combat they should incur the displeasure of the pubUc, should 
be immediately carried off by force, and reserved for some 
future occasion. Young gladiators he trained, not in any public 
school, nor under professed maders of that art, but in the houses 
of Roman gentlemen and even senators, who were skilled in 
the use of arms; and these he besought earnedly, as appears from 
his letters to them, to take these beginners in their charge, 
discipline them, and give them the word during their exercises. 
The pay of the legions he doubled in perpetuity; and he allowed 
them corn, when it was in plenty, without dint or measure, 
and sometimes he bedowed upon every soldier in his army a 
slave and a portion of land. 


^7 

Moreover, to drengthen the bonds which united him with 
Pompey, he offered him in marriage his sider’s granddaughter 
Odavia, who had been wedded to Caius Marcellus, and requeded 
for himself his daughter, who was lately promised to Faudus 
Sulla. He likewise secured vmder obligations all those about 
him, even a great number of the senators, by lending them 
money, either without intered or at a very slight rate; and to 
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all others who came to wait upon him, either by invitation 
or of their own accord, he dispensed liberal bounty; and he did 
not except even the freedmen and slaves, who were favourites 
with their masters and patrons. He befriended and succoured, 
also, divers persons who were being prosecuted at law, such as 
were deeply in debt, or were young spendthrifts. He excluded 
from his benevolent care only those who were criminally guilty, 
or who were so deeply involved either in poverty or luxury, 
that they could not possibly be relieved by him. For these, he 
proclaimed openly, could not be benefited save by civil war. 

28 A.U.C. 703 

Neither did he spare any effort to win the loyalty of 
princes and provinces in every part of the world; to some 
offering in free gift thousands of captives, and to others sending 
aid secretly by means of troops without the authority of the 
senate or the people. Moreover he adorned with excellent 
btuldings the moft powerful cities, not only of Italy, Gaul, and 
Spain, but of Greece and Asia; until all people, being now 
aftonished, were cabling about in their minds for the purpose of 
these things, and Claudius Marcellus, the consul, proclaiming 
firft by way of preamble to his edid, that he intended to voice a 
measure of the utmost importance to the people, proposed to 
the senate that some one be chosen to succeed Caesar in his 
province, before the time of his command was expired, seeing 
that the war was now ended, and peace established; also, that 
the vidorious army ought by right to be disbanded. He further 
suggested that in the assembly for the consuls’ eledion, his name 
should not be admitted, considering that Pompey, in his law 
relating to the choice of chief magistrates, had forgot to except 
Caesar in the article in which he proclaimed all such as were 
not present incapable of being candidates for any office; but 
soon afterwards, when the law was engraven in brass and so 
laid up in the treasury, he corrected his error. Marcellus, not 
content to deprive Caesar of his provinces and the privilege 
intended him by Pompey, made a motion also that those in- 
habitants, whom by the Vatinian law Caesar had settled at New 
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Como, should lose the freedom of the city of Rome, which 
they had, because this prerogative of theirs had been granted 
them with ambitious views, and was beyond the provisions of 
the law. 


29 A.U.C. 704 

Cauar, highly displeased by these proceedings and judging 
it, as he was heard many times to observe, a harder matter for 
him, the chief man in the Aate, to be deposed from the highest 
rank of citizens to the second than from the second into the 
lowest of all, resifted with all his might and power, partly by 
the opposition and negative voice of the tribunes and partly 
through Servius Sulpitius, the other consul. Also in the year 
following, when C. Marcellus, who succeeded his cousin Marcus 
in the consulship, pursued the same course, he contrived by 
means of a great bribe to secure the allegiance of .(Emilius 
Paulus,his companion in office, and Caius Curio, the moft violent 
of the tribunes. But seeing that events went againft him more 
obftinately than before, and that the new consuls-eled took 
an opposing ftand, he wrote a letter to the senate, humbly be- 
seeching them not to suffer the benefits granted him by the 
people to be taken from him, or else that the other generals 
should likewise resign the command of their armies; presuming 
confidently, it is thought, that he could more readily assemble 
his veteran soldiers than Pompey could levy new ones. At the 
same time, he made his adversaries an offer to disband eight of 
his legions and give up Transalpine-Gaul, upon condition that 
he might retain two legions, with the Cisalpine province, or 
but one legion with Illyricum, until such time as he should be 
created consul. 


30 

But perceiving that the senate declined to interpose their 
authority in the matter and that his enemies refused to enter 
into any compromise affeding the commonweal, he passed into 
Hither-Gaul; and, having gone the circuit for the adminis- 
tration of juftice, he ftopped at Ravenna, fully determined to 
be revenged by open war in case the senate should pass a decree 
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againft the tribunes of the people who had espoused his cause, 
■niis was his avowed pretext for the civil war, yet many ascribed 
to him other causes and motives. Cneius Pompey was wont to 
say that inasmuch as Cassar was unable, with his own private 
wealth, to complete the works he had begun, or to realize the 
vaft expedations which he had aroused in the people, he there- 
fore tried to create a didrading confusion. Others say that he 
feared he would be called to account for those things which 
he had done in his fird consulship againd the auspices, laws, 
and proteds of the tribunes: especially his violent dealing with 
his fellow-consul Bibulus. Indeed, Marcus Cato had threatened, 
and that upon oath, that he would bring forward charges 
againd him as soon as ever his army should be disbanded; and 
it was commonly spoken abroad that if he returned as a private 
citizen, he would, like Milo, have to plead his cause before the 
judges, with a guard of armed men surrounding him. This 
conjedture is made to seem the more probable by Asinius Pollio, 
who writes that Cassar, in the battle of Pharsalia, when he be- 
held his adversaries slain and put to flight, uttered these words: 
“Lo, this was their intention: I, Caius Csesar, after so many 
worthy exploits achieved, mud have been condemned had I not 
sought help of my army.” Some hold that, being so long inured 
to sovereign command, and weighing his own power with that 
of his enemies, he took that occasion to usurp the absolute 
dominion which he had craved from his youth; and this is the 
view, apparently, that was taken by Cicero, who writes in his 
third book of OfiSces, that Cssar used often to have in his 
mouth two verses of Euripides, which he thus translates: 

For if thou muU do wrong by breach. 

Of laws, of right and equity, 

’Tis best thereby a crown to reach. 

In all things else keep piety. 


3 1 A.U.C. 705 

^en word, therefore, was brought to him that the inter- 
position of the tribunes in his behalf had been put aside and 
that they themselves had fled from the city, he immediately sent 
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forward some cohorts, but privately, so that no suspicion might 
arise; and he dissimulated the matter further by attending a 
public game, viewing the model of a fencing-school which he 
proposed to build, and according to his usual cuftom, sitting 
down to table with his friends. But after sunset, he had mules 
put to his carriage from a neighbouring mill, and set forward 
on his journey with all possible privacy, and a few attendants; 
and when, by reason of the lights going out, he lost his way, 
he wandered about for a long time and at length met a guide, 
as day was breaking, by whose help through narrow footpaths 
he regained the road. When he had overtaken his cohorts at 
the river Rubicon, which was the boundary of his province, 
he stopped and reeled for a little while; then, when he had 
refleded in his own mind upon the magnitude of the under- 
taking which he contemplated, he turned to those about him, 
and said; "As yet, my friends, we may dill go back; but once 
we pass over this little bridge, there will be no dealing but by 
force of arms and power of sword.” 

As he thus dood doubtful and uncertain what to do, he 
chanced to see a drange sight. Suddenly there appeared to him, 
close at hand, a person of extraordinary dature and asped, 
playing upon a pipe. Now when not only shepherds and herds- 
men, but many soldiers, with some trumpeters among them, 
also ran from their pods to liden, Caisar caught a trumpet 
from one of them, ran to the river with it, and blowing a 
mighty blad to sound the battle, he crossed to the other side. 
Then he cried to them: "Let us march on, and go whither the 
omens of the gods and the injurious dealings of our enemies 
call us. Come what will of it.” 

33 

Having thus conveyed his army over the river, he joined 
the tribunes of the people who, upon their expulsion from the 
city, had come to meet him; and in the midd of that assembly, 
with tears in his eyes, and rending his garment from his bread. 
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he besought his troops to pledge him their fidelity. It is sup- 
posed also that he promised to every soldier a knight’s eftate; 
but that is founded upon a false report. For when, in his ex- 
hortation to them, he showed ever and anon the ring finger 
of his left hand and promised that, for the reward of those 
who should uphold him in defence of his honour, he would 
w illingl y pluck the ring from off his own finger: those soldiers 
that itood at a distance, and could more easily see him than 
hear his words, formed their conception of what he said by the 
eye and not the ear; and so the report became current that he 
had promised to each of them the dignity of wearing the gold 
ring, together with 400,000 sefterces, the value of a knight’s 
eAate. 


34 

The order of events which followed this occasion proceeded 
thus: he seized and held Picenum, Umbria, and Etruria. Lucius 
Domitius, who had been nominated in a fatftious tumult to be 
his successor, and who held Corsinium with a garrison, he sub- 
dued and forced to yield: and when he had dismissed him, he 
marched along the coail of the Upper Sea, to Brundusium, 
whither the consuls and Pompey were fled with the intention 
of crossing the sea with all speed. After he had attempted by 
all manner of means to Slop their passage, and all in vain, he 
turned his fteps toward Rome. And when he had courteously 
appealed to the senate on the present ftate of public aflFairs, he 
then set out for Spain, where Pompey had powerful forces 
under the command of three lieutenants, Marcus Petreius, 
Lucius Afranius, and Marcus Varro; having openly professed 
among his friends, that "he was going againit an army without 
a captain, and would return thence againft a captain without 
an army”; as if Petreius, Afranius, and Varro were without 
the smallest skill, and Pompey alone a worthy adversary. Al- 
though his journey was retarded both by the siege of Mar- 
seilles, which shut her gates againft him, and by an exceeding 
scarcity of corn, yet within a short time he overcame and 
subdued all. 


24 



• JUUUS C/ESAR ■ 


3 J A.U.C. 706 

From thence having returned to Rome and passed over 
into Macedonia, after he had held Pompey besieged for nearly 
four months within a mighty line of trenches and ftrong ram- 
parts, he at laA defeated him in the battle of PharsaHa, and 
pursued him hotly as he fled to Alexandria. There he was told 
of his murder, and he perceived likewise that he himself was 
now engaged, under all the disadvantages of time and place, in 
a very dangerous war with King Ptolemy, who had lain in wait 
for him with designs upon his life. It was then winter-time, 
and he found himself within the walls of a very wealthy and 
subtle enemy, in distress by reason of the lack of many things, 
and wholly unprepared to fight. Nevertheless he achieved the 
vidory, and granted the kingdom of Egypt to Cleopatra and 
her younger brother, being afraid to reduce it to the form of 
a province led, under an ambitious governor, it might breed 
revolt. From Alexandria he went over into Syria, and so from 
thence into Pontus, upon urgent news that he had received 
concerning Pharnaces; this prince, notwithdanding that he 
was the son of the great Mithridates, had taken advantage of 
the opportunity which the times offered for making war upon 
his neighbours, and his presumption grew with his manifold 
vidories and successes. Caesar, however, within five days after 
his arrival in that country and four hours after coming in sight 
of him, vanquished him utterly in only one battle. Afterwards, 
he many times descanted to his friends upon the excellent 
fortune of Pompey, who had won his miUtary reputation 
chiefly by vidory over so feeble an enemy. He afterwards de- 
feated Scipio and Juba, who were rallying the remains of the 
party in Africa, as well as Pompey’s sons in Spain. 

36 

In all the civil wars, he sudained no loss or overthrow 
except by defedion of his lieutenants; of whom Caius Curio 
fell in Africa, Caius Antonius was taken captive in Illyricum, 
Publius Dolabella lod a fleet in the same Illyricum, and Cneius 
Domitius Calvinus his army in Pontus. Those battles fought 
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imder his own command were always fortunate, and never 
was the outcome even doubtful save in two in^ances: once 
before Dyrrachium, when, being obliged to give ground, and 
Pompey not following in pursuit, he said of him that he knew 
not how to use a vidtory; and once again in Spain at the laft 
battle which he fought, when, being in great despair, he was 
tempted to kill himself- 


37 

Having finished all his wars, he rode in five triumphs: to 
wit, four times in one month, when he had vanquished Scipio, 
each triumph succeeding the former by an interval of a few 
days; and once again after the conqueft of Pompey’s sons. His 
first and moSt excellent triumph was for the vidories gained 
in Gaul; the next for that of Alexandria, the third for the re- 
dudion of Pontus, the fourth for his African vidory, and the 
lad for that in Spain; and they all differed from each other in 
their arrangement and ornamentation. On the day of the Gallic 
triumph, as he rode along the Street called Velabrum, he narrow- 
ly escaped being shaken out of his chariot by the breaking of 
the axle-tree. He mounted up into the Capitol by torch-light, 
having forty elephants on his right and left, bearing torches. 
In his Pontic triumph, among the pageantry and shows, he 
caused to be carried before him a tablet having the inscription: 
Veni, Vidi, Vici, I came, I saw, I conquered; signifying, not 
so much the ads accomplished as the expeditious manner in 
which they were done. 

38 

Throughout the legions of old soldiers, he gave in the name 
of pillage, to every footman, over and above the 2000 sederces 
paid him in the beginning of the civil war, 20,000 more; and to 
the horsemen 24,000 apiece. He also assigned lands to them, 
but not in contiguity, so that the former owners might not 
be entirely thrud out. Among the people of Rome, besides ten 
modii of corn, and as many pounds of oil, he didributed 300 
sederces a man, which he had promised in times pad, and a 
hundred more apiece for the delay in time. He remitted more- 


. 26 • 



• JULIUS C^SAR • 


over one year’s house rent to the treasury, for such houses in 
Rome as did not pay above two thousand sefterces a year; and 
through the reft of Italy, for all such as did not exceed in yearly 
rent 500 sefterces. Furthermore, he gave them a great feaft and 
a portion of meat; and after his vidiory in Spain he gave two 
public dinners. For, deeming the former of them to have been 
niggardly and not beseeming his liberality, he beftowed upon 
them five days afterwards another dinner, which was moft 
plenteous. 

35 A.u.c. 708 

He exhibited shows of sundry sorts; namely, a combat of 
gladiators, and ftage plays in several quarters of the City, adted 
in different languages, to gratify all ftrangers that flowed to 
Rome; Hkewise Circensian games, wreftlers, and the represen- 
tation of a sea-fight. In the conteft of gladiators held in the 
forum, Furius Leptinus, a man of pretorian family, entered 
the lifts as a combatant, as did also Quintus Calpenus, former- 
ly a senator, and a pleader of causes. The Pyrrhic dance was 
performed by some youths who were sons to persons of the firft 
diftindtion in Asia and Bithynia. In the plays, Decimus Laberius, 
who had been a Roman knight, adted in his own piece; and 
being presented on the spot with five hundred thousand sefterces 
and a gold ring, he went from the ftage, through the orcheftra, 
and resumed his place in the seats allotted for the equeftrian 
order. In the Circensian games, for which the circus was en- 
larged on both sides and a mote sunli around it, several of the 
young nobility drove chariots, drawn, some by four, and others 
by two horses, and also rode races on single horses. The warlike 
Trojan game was adted by a two-fold troupe of boys, one differ- 
ing from the other in age and rank. The hunting of wild beafts 
was presented for five days successively. And the laft day of 
all, a battle was fought by five hundred foot, twenty elephants, 
and thirty horse on each side. And that they might have more 
room for this engagement, the goals were removed and in their 
space two camps were pitched, confronting one another. 
Wreftlers likewise performed for three days together in a place 
set out and built for that purpose in the Campus Marius. A 
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lake having been dug in the little Codeta, a meadow beyond 
the Tiber, ships of the Tyrian and Egyptian fleets, containing 
two, three, and four banks of oars, with a number of men on 
board, gave a spirited representation of a sea-fight. To behold 
these sights, such a number of people gathered from all parts, 
that moft of the strangers were obliged to lodge in tents ereded 
in the dreets, or along the roads near the City. Several were 
caught helpless in the press and crushed to death, among whom 
were two senators. 


40 

Afterwards turning his attention to the reforming of the 
commonwealth, he correded the calendar, with the aid of 
Sosigenes, an Egyptian philosopher; this had for some time 
been much confused, through the fault of the pontiffs, who had 
the liberty of interlacing months and days at their pleasure, so 
that neither the festival holidays of harved fell out in summer, 
nor those of the vintage in autumn. And he arranged the year 
according to the course of the sun, ordaining that in future it 
should consid of 365 days, without any intercalary month; 
and that every fourth year an intercalary day should be inserted. 

To the end that the year might thenceforth commence 
regularly with the calends, or fird of January, he inserted two 
months between November and December; so that the year in 
which this regulation was made consided of fifteen months, 
including the month of intercalation which, according to the 
division of time then in use, happened that year. 


41 

He filled up the vacancies in the senate by conferring 
patrician rank upon several plebeians; and also increased the 
number of pretors, ediles, quedors, and inferior magidrates. 
Such as were displaced by the censors or convided of bribery 
at eledions, he redored to their former power. The choice of 
magidrates he so divided with the people that, excepting only 
the candidates for the consulship, they nominated half of them, 
and he the other. His manner in these cases was to recommend 
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such persons as he had pitched upon, by bills dispersed through 
the several tribes to this eflfedt: “Ca:sar the didator to such a 
tribe (naming it), I commend to you, such a one and such a 
one (naming likewise the persons) , that by virtue of your votes 
they may attain to the dignity for which they sue.” He also 
admitted to honourable offices the sons of those who had been 
proscribed. The trial of causes he redrided to two orders of 
judges, the equedrian and senatorial; and he utterly abolished 
as judges the tribunes of the treasury who had before made a 
third class. The revised census of the people, which was ordi- 
narily taken by the censors with the public notaries in the 
Campus Martius and Villa publica, he ordered to be taken 
dreet by dreet, and by the principal landlords of the several 
quarters of the city; and whereas 320,000 citizens had received 
corn at the public cod, he now reduced the number to i j 0,000. 
To the end that no riots should occur on account of the census, 
he ordained that every year, in the place of those that were 
deceased, the pretor should fill up the vacancies by cading lots 
among those who were not enrolled for the receipt of corn. 

42 

Eighty thousand citizens having been didributed in foreign 
colonies, principally Carthage and Corinth, he made the follow- 
ing law for replenishing the population of the city of Rome: 
That no citizen above twenty years of age, and under forty, 
unless he were a sworn soldier to the date, should remain away 
from Italy for more than three years at a time; that no senator’s 
son should go abroad, unless in the retinue of some high officer; 
and that among shepherds and herdsmen, no less than a third 
of the number of their tenders of cattle, free-born, should be 
youths. All professors of physic in Rome and all teachers of 
the liberal arts, he enfranchized citizens, in order to attach 
them to the city and draw others to settle there. As to debts 
incurred, he disappointed the expedation which was generally 
entertained and frequently proposed, either by the tribunes of 
the people, or the debtors themselves, that these would be 
totally cancelled; and he decreed that all debtors should satisfy 
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their creditors, according to the valuation of their elates, at 
the rate at which they were purchased before the commence- 
ment of the civil war, deducing from the principal what had 
been paid for intereft either in money or in bonds; by which 
condition, about a fourth part of the money due was loft. All 
the societies and colleges, saving those that were of ancient 
foundation, he dissolved. The penalties of heinous crimes he 
augmented; and the rich being more easily induced to commit 
i-hpm, because they were only liable to banishment, without the 
forfeiture of their property, he ftripped murderers, as Cicero 
writes, of their whole eftates, and other offenders of one-half. 


43 

He adminiftered juftice and decided matters in law with 
great rigour and severity. Such as were convided of bribery 
and extortion he removed from the senate. He dissolved the 
marriage of a man of pretorian rank who had wedded a lady 
two days after her divorce from a former husband, although 
there was no suspicion of any illicit relationship. He ordained 
cuftoms and impofts on foreign goods. The use of litters for 
travelling, the wearing of purple robes and jewels, he prohibited, 
except to persons of a certain age and ftation, and on particular 
days. The sumptuary laws, which repressed extravagance of 
the table, he executed with great ftridness; and for this purpose 
he set officers about the markets where victuals were sold, with 
inftrudions to seize and deliver to him any meats offered con- 
trary to the rules. Sometimes he even dispatched his soldiers 
to fetch from the very dining-halls such viduals as had escaped 
the notice of the officers, even when they were already placed 
upon the board. 


44 

Every day he had more matters in hand, concerning his 
purpose to beautify the city of Rome and his plans to guard 
and extend the empire. Firft, he intended to conftrudt a temple 
in the honour of Mars, the like of which was nowhere to be 
seen. To this end, he contemplated filling up the lake on which 
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he had entertained the people with the mock sea-fight. He also 
purposed to ered a vad theatre adjacent to the Tarpeian mount; 
and projeded a plan to reduce the civil law to a reasonable 
compass and out of that immense and undigeded mass of 
datutes to extrad the bed and mod vital parts into a few 
books; to make as large a coUedion as possible of works in the 
Greek and Latin languages, for the public use; committing to 
Marcus Varro the province of providing and arranging these 
volumes. He intended further to drain the Pomptine marshes, 
to cut a channel for the discharge of the waters of the lake 
Fucinus, to form a road from the Upper Sea through the ridge 
of the Appenine to the Tiber; to make a cut through the 
idhmus of Corinth, to reduce the Dacians, who had over-run 
Pontus and Thrace, within their proper limits, and then to 
make war upon the Parthians, through the Lesser Armenia, 
but not to risk a general engagement with them until he had 
made some trial of their drength. But in the midd of all his 
enterprises and designs, death came to him; concerning which 
event it may not be impertinent to withhold further speech 
and give some account of his person, dress, and manners, 
together with details relating to his pursuits, both civil and 
military. 


45 

His dature is said to have been tall, his complexion light 
and clear, with eyes black, lively, and quick, set in a face some- 
what full; his limbs were round and drong, and he was also 
very healthy, except towards his latter days when he was given 
to sudden swoons and didurbance in his sleep; and twice in the 
condud of military affairs, he was seized with the falling sick- 
ness. In the care of his person, his scrupulousness almod ap- 
proached the fantadical; for he not only kept the hair of his 
head closely cut and had his face smoothly shaved, but even 
had the hair on other parts of his body plucked out by the roots, 
a whim for which he was often twitted. Moreover, finding by 
experience that his baldness exposed him many times to the 
jibes of his enemies, he was much cad down because of it, and 
was wont to bring forward the thin growth of hair from his 
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crown to his forehead; hence, of all the honours be^owed upon 
him by the senate and people, there was none which he accepted 
or used with greater alacrity than the privilege of wearing 
constantly a laurel crown. It is said also that in his apparel he 
was noted for a certain singularity; for he wore his senatorial 
purple-bordered robe trimmed with fringes about the wriSts, 
and always had it girded about him, though rather loosely. 
This habit gave rise to the saying of Sulla, who admonished the 
nobles often "to beware of the ill-girt boy.” 

46 

He dwelt at firSt in the Suburra, but after he was raised 
to the pontificate he occupied a palace belonging to the State 
in the Via Sacra. Many writers say that he was exceedingly 
addided to elegance in his house and sumptuous fare at his 
table; and that he entirely demolished a villa near the grove of 
Aricia, which he had built from the foundation and finished 
at great coSt, because it did not exadly realize his taSte, although 
at that time he possessed but slender means and was deeply in 
debt. Finally, it is said that in his military expeditions he carried 
about him tesselated and marble slabs to grace the floor of 
his tent. 

47 

He made a voyage (as they say) into Britain in the hope 
of finding pearls; for the rumour was current that excellent 
pearls of all colours, but chiefly white, were found in the 
British seas; and he would compare the size of these and poise 
them in his hand to ascertain their weight. He was moft eager, 
also, to pmchase, at any coSt, gems, carved works, ^atues, and 
pictures, executed by the eminent masters of antiquity. And 
for young, finely set-up slaves, he would pay a price so great 
that out of shame for his own extravagance he forbad its being 
recorded in the diary of his accounts. 


48 

It is reported of him that in all the provinces he governed. 
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he feared continually and maintained two tables, one for the 
officers of the army and the gentry of the country, and the 
other for Romans of the highest rank and provincials of the 
fir^t diftindion. He was so precise in his domestic arrangements, 
both great and small, that he once imprisoned a baker for 
serving to his guests bread of a lesser quality than to himself; 
and he put to death a freedman who was a particular favourite, 
for dishonouring the wife of a Roman knight, although no 
complaint had been made to him of the matter. 

49 

His reputation for continence and a clean life was un- 
blemished save by the occasion of his intimacy with Nicomedes; 
but that was a foul ftain that remained with him always and 
provoked many taunts and reproaches. I will not dwell at 
length on the notorious verses of Calvus Licinius, beginning: 

Whate’er Bithynia and her lord possess’d , — 

Her lord who Cxsar in his luU caress’d — 

I pass over the invedtives and accusations of Dolabella, and 
Curio the father; in which Dolabella dubs him “the queen's 
rival, and the inner side of the royal couch,” and Curio, “the 
brothel of Nicomedes, and the Bithynian ftew”. I likewise pass 
over the edids of Bibulus, wherein he proclaimed his colleague 
under the name of “the queen of Bithynia”, adding that “he 
had formerly been in love with a king, but now coveted a king- 
dom.” At which time, as Marcus Brutus relates, there was one 
Odavius, a man of disordered brain and one given to over- 
broad jeds, who, in a crowded assembly, after he had saluted 
Pompey by the title of king, addressed Caesar as queen. Caius 
Memmius likewise upbraided him with serving the king at 
table among the red of his catamites, in the presence of a large 
company in which were some merchants from Rome, the names 
of whom he mentions. 

But Cicero, not content with writing in certain of his 
letters that Caesar, having been conduded by the royal at- 
tendants from his own bedchamber to that of the king, was 
there laid upon a bed of gold with a covering of purple, where 
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the flower of youth and innocence of him who was descended 
from Venus became defiled in Bithynia; but upon Caesar’s 
pleading the cause of Nysa, the daughter of Nicomedes, before 
the senate, and there recounting the king’s kindnesses to him, 
he replied: "Pray tell us no more of that; for it is well known, 
both what he beftowed upon you and also what you gave to 
him.” Finally, in the Gallic triumph, his soldiers recited these 
verses among the others which they chanted merrily upon such 
occasions, and they have since that time become commonly 
current: 

The Gauls to Ceesar yield, Cesar to Nicomede, 

Lo! Cesar triumphs for his glorious deed. 

But Cesar's conqueror gains no vidtor^s meed. 


50 

It was generally believed that he was given to carnal 
pleasures and in this way spent much of his substance; also, that 
he dishonoured many ladies of noble houses, among whom were 
Pofthumia, the wife of Servius Sulpicius, Lollia, the wife of 
Aulus Gabinius, Tertulla, the wife of Marcus Crassus, and 
Mucia, the wife of Cneius Pompey. Certain it is, that not only 
the Curios, both father and son, but many others also re- 
proached Pompey, “That to gratify his ambition, he married 
the daughter of a man upon whose account he had divorced 
his wife, after having had three children by her; and whom he 
used, with a deep sigh, to call ^giilhus.” For it was ^gifthus 
who, like Caesar, was a pontiff, and who dishonoured Clytem- 
neAra while Agamemnon was engaged in the Trojan war; in 
like manner did Caesar to Mucia, the wife of Pompey. But above 
all the reft, he loved Servilia, the mother of Marcus Brutus, for 
whom he purchased, in his firft consulship after the commence- 
ment of their intrigue, a pearl that coft him six millions of 
sefterces; and also to whom, during the civil war, in addition 
to many other gifts, he sold for a very trifling consideration, 
some valuable farms that were offered at public audtion. And 
when many persons marvelled that they went so cheap, Cicero 
pointedly remarked: "To acquaint you with the real value of 
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the purchase (between ourselves), Tertia was deducted.” For 
Servilia was thought to have pro^ituted her own daughter to 
Caesar; and her name, signifying "a third”, gives added grace 
to the jeft. 

51 

Nor did he avoid the wives of men in the provinces which 
he governed, as appears from this diftich, which was as much 
repeated in the Gallic triumph as the other: 

Look to your wives, ye citizens, a lecher bald we bring. 

In Gaul adultery coSl thee gold, here ’tis but borrowing. 

For, as Caesar "borrowed” of other men, so he also “loaned”, in 
that his own wife, Pompeia, as is thought, was maintained by 
P. Claudius. 


52 

He was enamoured also of certain queens, among whom 
was Eunoe, a Moor, the wife of Bogudes, to whom and her 
husband he made, as Naso reports, many handsome presents. 
But among these his liveliest fancy was for Cleopatra, with 
whom he often revelled all night until break of day; and he 
would have accompanied her through Egypt in dalliance as far 
as Ethiopia, in her luxurious galley, had not the army refused 
point blank to follow. He afterwards received her in Rome, 
whence he sent her back rich with honours and presents, and 
also gave her permission to name after him a son which she 
bore, and who, according to Greek historians of the times, was 
very like him both in shape and gait. Mark Antony avowed in 
the senate that Csesar had acknowledged the child to be his 
own; and that Caius Matias, Caius Oppius, and the rest of 
Caesar’s friends knew it to be true. Of these, Caius Oppius, 
(as if the matter were so weighty as to require some apology) 
issued a book designed to show “diat the child which Cleopatra 
fathered upon Caesar was not his.” Helvius Cinna, tribune of 
the people, confessed to many persons that he had a law drawn 
out and in readiness, which Caesar had ordered him to prepare 
in his absence, to the eflFed that it might be lawful for him to 
take any wife he pleased, and as many as he desired, for the 
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purpose of leaving issue. And that no man might have any 
doubt how infamous he was for sodomy and adulteries, Curio, 
the father, calls him in one of his orations, "Every woman’s 
husband and every man’s wife.” 

53 

That he was a moft sparing drinker of wine, his very 
enptnips did not deny. Whereupon arose the remark of Marcus 
Cato, “that Ca:sar was the only sober man among all those 
who tried to overthrow the ftate.” In the matter of diet, Caius 
Oppius reports him so indifferent, that when a person in whose 
house he was entertained, had served him with rancid instead 
of fresh, sweet oil for his vegetables, and the reft of the 
company would not touch it, he alone partook heartily that 
he might not be thought to blame his hoft either for negligence 
or rufticity. 


54 

From other men’s goods, however, he did not abftain, 
neither when he had the command of armies abroad, nor when 
he held office at Rome; for, (as some have recorded) he took 
money from the proconsul, Tubero, who was his predecessor 
in Spain, and from the Roman allies in that quarter, for the 
discharge of his debts; and certain towns of the Lusitanians, he 
sacked at the point of the sword, although they did not rebel 
at his commands but opened their gates to him upon his arrival. 
In Gaul he robbed and spoiled the very chapels and temples of 
the gods, which were full of rich gifts and oblations. As for 
cities, he demolished them more often for the sake of their 
spoil, than for any ill they had committed. In this way, he got 
such an abundance of gold, that he exchanged it through Italy 
and the provinces of the empire for three thousand sefterces 
the pound. In his firft consulship, he ftole out of the Capitol 
three thousand pounds’ weight of gold, and left in its place the 
same quantity of gilt brass. He bartered likewise to foreign 
nations and princes, for gold, the titles of allies and kings, with 
the honours and privileges that accompanied them; and he 
exafted from Ptolemy alone nearly six thousand talents, in the 
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name of himself and Pompey. He afterwards supported the 
expense of the civil wars, and of his triumphs and public 
spectacles, by the moft flagrant rapine and sacrilege. 

55 

In eloquence and warlike achievements, he equalled if he 
did not surpass the greater of men. After his accusation of 
Dolobella, he was indisputably reckoned one of the moA dis- 
tinguished advocates. Cicero, in recounting to Brutus the 
famous orators, avers, "that he does not see that Caesar gave 
place to any of them”, and further, “that he had a manner of 
pleading that was at once elegant and gay, with much in it of 
magnificence and nobility.” And in a letter to Cornelius Nepos, 
he writes of him in the following terms: “What should a man 
say more, — ^which of all the orators that have practiced nothing 
else but oratory, will you prefer to Caesar? — ^who is there more 
quick or more profound in his thought, or more gallant and 
elegant in his sentences?” From his youth he seems to have 
followed the form of eloquence laid down by Strabo Caesar, out 
of whose oration in behalf of the Sardinians he transcribed some 
passages literally into his Divination. It is said, that in his 
delivery he had a high and shrill voice, and his geftures were 
moft animated, though not without grace. He has left behind 
him some orations, among which are included a few that are 
not genuine, such as that on behalf of Quintus Metellus. These 
Augustus deems, not without good reason, to have been written 
rather by notaries, who either took down his words incorrectly, 
or were unable to keep pace with him, than publications of 
his own. For in certain copies I find that the title is not “For 
Metellus”, but “What he wrote to Metellus”; whereas the 
speech is delivered in the name of Caesar, vindicating Metellus 
and himself from the aspersions caft upon them by their 
common defamers. The oration addressed "To his soldiers in 
Spain,” Augustus considers likewise as spurious. There are two 
under this title; one made, as is alleged, in the firft battle, and 
the other in the laft; at which time, Asinius Pollio says, he had 
not leisure to address the soldiers, on account of the sudden- 
ness of the enemy’s attack. 
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He left Commentaries also of his own adions both in the 
war in Gaul and in the civil war with Pompey. The authorship 
of the accounts of the Alexandrine, African, and Spanish wars 
is uncertain, although some think it was Oppius; others say 
Hirtius, who also compiled the laft book of the Gallic war, 
which, however, is imperfed. Concerning the Commentaries, 
Cicero, in his Brutus, writes: “He wrote exceeding well, I 
assure you, and in mod pleasing fashion; his Commentaries are 
naked, draight and upright, yet graceful and lovely, too, being 
diveded of all ornaments and tricks of dyle. But while his 
intention was to leave the materials wherewith others might 
write a complete hidory, to some foolish ones he gave oppor- 
tunity to curl and frizzle the plain narrative with their crisping 
pins; but surely the wiser sort he discouraged altogether from 
ever attempting the subjed.” Of the same Commentaries, 
Hirtius gives this report: “They are, in the judgment of all 
men, so approved, that it seems he hath prevented writers, 
rather than given them any help. And yet, we have greater 
reason to admire him than others; for they only know how 
well and purely they were penned, while we know also the 
facility and expedition with which he wrote them.” PoUio 
Asinius thinks that they were compiled with small care and 
diligence, and with as little regard also of sound truth: saying 
that Caesar was very ready of belief concerning what was per- 
formed by others under his orders; and that he reported wrong- 
ly also those things which he himself achieved, either from de- 
sign or default of memory; he believed, also, that Ca:sar in- 
tended to rewrite and corred these memoirs. 

He left also two books on Analogy, with the same number 
under the title of Anti-Cato, and a poem entitled The Itinerary, 
of these he composed the fird two in his passage over the Alps, 
as he was returning to the army after making his circuit in 
Hither-Gaul, the second about the time of the battle of Munda, 
and the lad during the twenty-four days he employed in his. 
journey from Rome to Farther Spain. There are extant epidles 
of his written to the senate in a manner never practiced by any 
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one before him; for they are di^inguished into pages in the 
form of a memorandum book: whereas the consuls and com- 
manders before him used constantly in their letters to continue 
the line quite across the sheet, without any folding or distinction 
of pages. There are also missives of his written to Cicero and 
to familiar friends concerning home affairs; in which, if there 
were occasion for secrecy, he wrote in cipher; that is, he placed 
the letters in such order that they could not be made out. The 
proper manner of deciphering these was to exchange the fourth 
for the first letter, as d for a, and so for the other letters re- 
spectively. Furthermore there are certain works of his abroad, 
said to have been written by him when a very young man: as, 
namely. The Praises of Hercules, The Tragedy of CEdipus, 
and also. Collects of Sayings and Apophthegms; all of 
which pamphlets, Augustus forbad to be published, in one of 
his Epistles, a short and plain one to Pompeius Macer, who was 
appointed by him in the disposing and ordering of his libraries. 

57 

He was very skillful in the use of arms, a cunning horse- 
man, and able to endure fatigue beyond all belief. He would 
march ahead of his troops, sometimes mounted, but more often 
on foot, and with his head bare whether the sun shone or the 
clouds poured rain. He made very long journeys with incredi- 
ble speed, covering as many as a hundred miles a day riding 
in some hired carriage if the baggage were light; and if he was 
hindered in his passage by floods in the rivers, he swam across 
or floated on skins inflated with wind; so that he often arrived 
in advance of the messengers who brought intelligence of his 
coming. 

58 

In his expeditions, it is doubtful whether he was better 
known for his caution or for his daring. He never led his army 
at any time over roads favourable for ambuscades, without 
having previously explored the condition by means of scouts; 
nor did he cross over to Britain, until he had carefully examined, 
in person, the navigation, the harbours, and the moft convenient 
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point of landing in the island. Yet, circumspedt as he was, when 
news was brought to him that his camp was besieged in 
Germany, he made his way to his soldiers, through the enemy’s 
Nations, in a Gaulish dress. He sailed the sea in winter, through 
the mid^t of the enemy’s fleets, from Brundisium and Dyrra- 
chium; and when his own forces which he had commanded to 
follow him, lingered in their movements, although he had sent 
messengers repeatedly to hurry them and to no avail, he at laft 
went secretly and alone, aboard a small vessel, in the night timp, 
with his head hooded; nor did he reveal himself, or suffer the 
pilot to give way to the tempeit that came strong against them, 
until they were well-nigh overwhelmed with the waves. 

59 

No religious fear of unfavourable omens ever kept bitn 
from embarking on any enterprise, or Stayed him in the pro- 
secution of one that he had in hand. Once when he was about 
to offer a sacrifice, the beaSt made its escape; yet he did not 
defer his expedition against Scipio and Juba. And when it 
chanced that he fell prone on the ground, as he Stepped out 
of the ship, he construed the accident in a lucky sense, by ex- 
claiming: "I take possession of thee, O Africa.” Moreover, to 
make a mockery of the prophecies which were extant that the 
name of the Scipios was, by the decrees of fate, fortunate and 
invincible in that province, he retained with him in his camp 
the moSt base and abjedt fellow of all the Cornelian family, 
and who, by reason of his disgraceful life, was surnamed Salutio. 

60 

He did not often fight pitched battles, but made sudden 
attacks when occasions arose: often at the end of a march, and 
sometimes during the moSt violent Storms, when nobody could 
imagine he would Stir. Nor did he ever hold off from fighting, 
except in his latter days; being then of the opinion that the 
oftener he had got vidhories, the less he should tempt fortune, 
and that nothing a vidtory could offer him would compensate 
tor what he might lose by disaster. He never overcame the 
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enemy without driving them from their camp, and giving 
them no time to rally their forces. When in doubtful or danger- 
ous straits, it was his pradice to send away the horses, and his 
own fird, so that, with all means of flight taken away, they 
would be under the greater necessity to hold their ground. 

61 

The horse he rode was drangely marked, having feet like 
those of a man, with hooves cloven like toes. This horse he 
had bred himself, and the soothsayers having prophesied that 
his owner would win empire over the whole world, he was very 
careful about his rearing, and broke him in himself, as the 
bead would suffer no one else to mount him. A datue of this 
horse was afterwards ereded by Caesar’s order before the temple 
of Venus Genitrix. 

62 

Many a time he alone dood his ground when the battle 
was going againd him, and he would block the way of those 
of his troops who fled, holding them back one by one, and even 
seizing their throats to turn them back towards the enemy. 
He dealt thus with his own troops even when they were panic- 
dricken and threatening in their multitude; and once when he 
had dopped in this manner a dandard-bearer, the latter thrud 
at him with his spear-head; and another, upon a like occasion, 
left the silver eagle in Caesar’s hand. 

63 

The following examples of his resolution are equally, if not 
more, remarkable. After the battle of Pharsalia, when he had 
sent his forces before him into Africa, and as he himself was 
crossing the seas through the draits of Hellespont in a ferry- 
boat, he met with Lucius Cassius, one of the opposite party, 
with ten ships of war; and so far from endeavouring to escape, 
he went alongside the ship, and affronting Cassius, began to 
exhort bitn to yield; and so upon the submission of Cassius and 
his humble supplication, he received him aboard. ^ 
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64 

At Alexandria, in the attack of a bridge, being forced by a 
sudden sally of the enemy into a boat, and several others hurry- 
ing in with him, he leaped into the sea, and by swimming al- 
moft a quarter of a mile, reached the next ship: bearing up his 
left hand all the while, for fear of wetting some papers which 
he held in it, and drawing his general’s cloak after him with 
his teeth, so that it might not become the spoils of the enemy. 


65 

His soldiers he regarded, not for their manners nor wealth, 
but only for their courage and ftrength; and he treated them 
with a blending of severity and indulgence; for his supervision 
was not always ^trid, but only when the enemy was near; and 
then he was mod exading in his discipline, insomuch that he 
would not even give them warning of a march or a battle until 
the moment of adion, keeping them meanwhile always ready 
and prepared; and he would many times draw them out of 
camp without any cause, especially in rainy weather, and upon 
fedival days. Sometimes, after admonishing his soldiers to keep 
their eyes upon him, he would suddenly depart by day or by 
night, and lengthen the marches so as to tire them out, as 
they followed him at a didance. 

66 

When at any time his soldiers were terrified by rumours 
of the drength of the enemy, his manner of redoring their 
courage was not to deny or diminish the facts, but, on the con- 
trary, to exaggerate them to the highed degree of credibility. 
Once when his men were greatly perturbed at the expedted 
coming of King Juba, he called them together, and addressed 
them thus: "Be it known to you all that within a very few 
days the King will be here with a power of 10 legions of 30,000 
men of arms, a hundred thousand light-armed foot, and three 
himdred elephants. Forbear, therefore, to inquire further in the 
matter, or indulge in conjectures, but give credit to me, that 
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know this for a truth; or else I shall put such men as disohey 
me, in the oldeA ship I can find and cause them to be carried 
away with any wind, into what lands or countries it shall be 
their fortune to fall upon.” 


67 

The trespasses and delinquencies of his soldiers he did not 
inquire into particularly, nor punish after the regular manner 
of military discipline. But for deserters and mutineers he made 
the moit diligent inquiry and proceeded againft with rigour; 
at other offences he would wink. Sometimes, after a great battle 
had ended vidoriously, he released them all of military duties 
and permitted them to revel in all manner of licentiousness; 
being wont to boaA, that his soldiers fought none the less 
valiantly for being perfvuned with sweet oils. He never ad- 
dressed them in his orations as plain “Soldiers” but by the more 
familiar and pleasing name of "Fellow-soldiers”; and he main- 
tained them in such brave array that their arms were orna- 
mented with silver and gold, not merely for show, but in 
order that their beauty and value would cause the men to fight 
more resolutely for fear of losing or damaging them. More- 
over he loved his soldiers so much, that when he heard of the 
overthrow of Titurius and his legions, he neither cut his hair 
nor shaved his beard until he had revenged their fate upon the 
enemy. By these means, he both won the devotion of his soldiers, 
and raised their valour to the highest pitch. 

68 

When he entered upon the civil war, the centurions of 
every legion offered, each of them, to maintain a horseman at 
his own expense, and the whole army agreed to serve freely, 
without either corn of wages; the wealthier ones among them 
undertaking the maintenance of the poorer. No one of them, 
during the whole course of the war, revolted from his com- 
mand; and many of those who were taken captive, and having 
life offered to them upon condition that they would bear arms 
against him, refused to betray him. They endured hunger and 
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otlier hardships which necessarily follow war, not only when 
they were besieged themselves, but also when they besieged 
others, with so much resolution, that Pompey, when blocked 
up in the neighbourhood of Dyrrachium, upon seeing a sort of 
bread made of a herb, which they lived upon, said; *'I have to 
deal with wild beafts,” and he commanded that it be taken 
away immediately, without any one seeing it, le^t his own 
soldiers’ spirits be daunted by perceiving the endurance and 
constancy of their enemies. Of their bravery in battle, this 
initance may testify: after an unsuccessful engagement at 
Dyrrachitun, they voluntarily offered to be executed therefor; 
insomuch that their general was more concerned about com- 
forting than punishing them. In other encounters, though 
their numbers were sometimes fewer than their enemies, they 
easily prevailed. In fad, one cohort of the sixth legion held out 
a fort againd four legions belonging to Pompey, during several 
hours; being almod every one of them wounded by the vad 
number of arrows discharged againd them, and of which there 
were found within the ramparts a hundred and thirty thousand. 
This is not a matter for marvelling, when one considers the 
condud of some persons among them; such as that of Cassius 
Scaeva, a centurion, or Caius Acilius, a common soldier, to cite 
only two. Scsva, when his eye was smitten out, his thigh and 
shotilder shot through, and his buckler pierced with the shot 
of 120 arrows, yet defended the guard of the fort committed 
to his charge, and yielded it not. Acilius, in a fight at sea at 
Marseilles, after his right hand was cut off as he caught the 
poop of his enemy’s ship, followed the memorable example of 
Cynajgirus among the Greeks, and leaped onto the ship, driving 
all before him with the boss of his shield. 

69 

They never once mutinied during all the ten years of the 
Gallic war, but were sometimes rebellious in the course of the 
civil war. Yet they were always reclaimed quickly, and re- 
turned again to their duty, not so much through the indulgence, 
but in submission to the authority, of their general; for he 
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never would yield one jot to them in their seditious tumults, 
but always withstood their demands. He cashiered the whole 
ninth legion, and sent them away with shame, at Placentia, 
even though Pompey was ftill in arms in the £eld; and he would 
not restore them again to their places, even upon their humble 
prayers and supplications, until the leaders of the revolt had 
been punished. 

70 

When the soldiers of the tenth legion at Rome earnestly 
called for their discharge from warfare and rewards for their 
service, with mighty threats and no small danger to the whole 
city, although the war was then raging in Africa, he did not 
hesitate, contrary to the advice of his friends, to meet the 
legion and disband it. But addressing them by the title of 
“Quirites” (Roman citizens), in^ead of “Milites” (Soldiers), 
he by this single word gently and efFedually changed their 
hearts and their determination, so that they cried out at once 
that they were his “soldiers” dill; and they followed him of 
their own accord into Africa, although he had refused their 
services. And yet he punished the mod mutinous among them, 
with the loss of a third of their share in the spoils, and the land 
appointed for them. 

71 

In affedionate care and protedion of his dependants, he 
was not wanting even in his youth. He defended the cause of 
a noble youth, Masintha, againd King Hiempsal, so vigorously, 
that in the altercation which took place upon that occasion, 
he flew upon Juba, the king’s son, and caught him by the beard, 
which was a very great offence among the barbarians, who 
allowed their beards to grow very long; and when Masintha 
was pronounced tributary to Hiempsal, he forthwith rescued 
him out of the hands of those who would have carried him 
away, and also kept him close in his house for a long time; and 
soon after his pretorship there expired, and he went into Spain, 
he took the young gentleman away with him in his own litter, 
in the midd of his lidors bearing the fasces, and others who 
had come to attend and take leave of him. 
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His friends he treated at all times with so great courtesy 
and tender resped, that when Caius Oppius, who accompanied 
him in his journey through a wild fored, fell suddenly ill, he 
gave him the only place there was to shelter them at night, 
and lay upon the ground in the open air. Moreover, when he 
became sovereign lord of all, he advanced some of his faithful 
followers, though of humble origin, to the highed place of 
honour. And when he was reproached for this partiality, he 
professed openly, that if he had used the help of robbers, of 
cutters and swash-bucklers in maintaining his own dignity, 
he would not fail to requite them for their services. 

73 

He never entertained malice and hatred againd any man 
so deeply that he would not willingly renounce it when occasion 
offered. Although Caius Memmius had made mod bitter in- 
vedives againd him, and he had answered with equal bitter- 
ness, yet he afterwards assided him with his vote and intered, 
when Memmius dood candidate for the consulship. When C. 
Calvus, after promulgating some scandalous epigrams upon 
him, endeavoured to bring about a reconciliation through the 
mediation of friends, he of his own accord wrote the fird letter. 
And when Valerius Catullus, who had, as he himself observed, 
fixed such a dain upon his character in his verses upon Mamurra 
as never could be effaced, he asked his pardon, invited him to 
supper the same day, and continued to take up his lodging with 
his father occasionally, as he had been wont to do. 

74 

Moreover, in his temper he was by nature mod mild. Those 
pirates by whom he was taken prisoner, although when he had 
captured them he dealt with them as he had sworn, namely, 
that he would crucify them, he nevertheless commanded that 
their throats be cut fird, so that they might be spared the more 
cruel death. He could never bear the thought of doing any 
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harm to Cornelius Phagitas, who had pursued him in the night 
when he was sick and a fugitive, with the design of carrying 
him to Sulla, and from whose hands he had escaped with some 
difficulty by giving him a bribe. Philemon, his secretary, who 
had promised his enemies to take his life by giving him poison, 
he punished only by swift death, without any torment. Being 
called upon to bear witness again^ Publius Clodius, his wife 
Pompeia’s gallant, who was accused of polluting certain sacred 
ceremonies, he denied that he knew anything whatsoever of 
the matter, or that he was able to bring in any evidence, al- 
though both his mother Aurelia, and his sifter Julia, had re- 
lated before the court a full and simple account of the circum- 
ftances. And being asked thereupon why he had put away 
his wife? — “Because,” said he, “those of my household should 
not only be clear of guilt, but even from the suspicion of it.” 


75 

The moderation and clemency which he showed, not only 
in his adminiftration but in his condud toward the vanquished 
party in the civil war, was moft admirable. When Pompey 
announced that he would regard as enemies those who did not 
take arms in defence of the republic, he for his part proclaimed 
openly, that he would regard as his friends those who remained 
neutral. As to all those to whom he had, on Pompey’s sug- 
geftion, given any command in the army, he left them entire 
liberty to go over to him, if they desired. When some proposals 
were made at Ilerda for a surrender, which gave rise to a free 
correspondence between the two camps, and Afranius and 
Petreius, upon a sudden change of front, had put to the sword 
all Caaar’s men who were found in the camp, he scorned to 
imi tate the perfidious treachery which they had dealt out to 
him. At the battle of Pharsalia, he cried out to the soldiers 
“to spare their fellow-citizens,” and afterwards granted to every 
one of his own soldiers permission to save an enemy. None of 
them, so far as appears, loft their lives but in battle, excepting 
only Afranius, Fauftus, and yoimg Lucius Caesar; and it is said 
that even they were put to death without his consent. Afranius 
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and Fau^tus had borne arms against him, after obtaining their 
pardon; and Lucius Caesar, for his part, had not only in the 
moA cruel manner destroyed by fire and sword his freedmen 
and slaves, but cut to pieces the wild beafts which he had pre- 
pared for the entertainment of the people. To conclude, in his 
latter days, he permitted all whom he had not before pardoned, 
to return into Italy, and to bear oflSces, both civil and military. 
He even eredted again the statues of Sulla and Pompey, which 
the people had overthrown. And after this, when there was any 
plot hatched or word spoken against him by his adversaries, he 
chose rather to repress than to revenge it. And so, having de- 
teded certain conspiracies and nocturnal assemblies, he went* 
no further than to proclaim that he knew of them; and as for 
those that gave out bitter speeches concerning him, he thought 
it suflScient to admonish them, in a public manner, not to per- 
sist therein. He bore with great moderation a virulent libel 
written againd him by Aulus Caecinna, as well as the abusive 
lampoons of Pitholaus, which did great damage to his reputa- 
tion; and he took the matter no more to heart than one citizen 
would have done at another’s malice. 


76 

The red of his deeds and words, however, so far outweigh 
all his excellent qualities, that it is thought he abused his power, 
and was judly cut off. For he not only appropriated excessive 
honours, such as the consulship every year, the didatorship for 
hfe, and the censorship, but also the title of emperor, and the 
surname of Father of his Country, besides having his datue 
among the kings, and a lofty couch in the theatre; he even 
suffered some honours to be decreed to him, which were not 
becoming to the mod exalted of mankind: namely, a golden 
throne in the senate-house and on his tribunal, a consecrated 
chariot, and banners in the Circensian procession, temples, 
altars, datues among the gods, a bed of date in the temples, a 
pried, and a college of prieds dedicated to himself , like those 
of Pan; and that one of the months should be called by his 
name. There were, indeed, no honours which he did not either 
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assume himself, or confer upon others, at his will and pleasure. 
In his third and fourth consulship, he used only the title of the 
office, being content with the absolute power of didatorship 
decreed unto him with the consulship; and in both years, he 
subdituted other consuls in his room, during the laft three 
months; so that, in the meanwhile, he held no assemblies of 
the people for the eledion of magistrates, excepting only 
tribunes and ediles of the people; and appointed officers, under 
the name of prefeds, instead of the pretors, to administer the 
afFairs of the city during his absence. And upon the very laSt 
day of the year, to wit, next before the calends of January, 
'the office of consul having become vacant by a sudden death, 
he conferred it upon one that requested it of him, for a few 
hours, namely Caninius Rebitus. Of this consulship, Cicero 
made many jeSts, as: “A vigilant consul we have had in Caninius, 
who in all his office never slept a wink.” And, “A consul we 
have had so severe and Ca:sar-like, that during his governance, 
no man dined, nor supped, nor even so much as slept.” With 
equal disregard of the customs of his country, he appointed 
magistrates to continue in office for many years successively. 
To ten persons of pretorian rank, he granted the insignia of 
the consular dignity. He admitted into the senate some men 
who had been made free of the city, and even natives of Gaul, 
who were little better than barbarians. Furthermore, over the 
mint and the public revenue of the State, he placed in charge 
some servants of his own household; and gave over the command 
of three legions, which he left at Alexandria, to an old catamite 
of his, the son of his freedman Rufinius. 


77 

He was guilty of the same presumptiousness in the 
language, he publicly used, as Titus Ampius reports; according 
to whom he said, “That the republic was nothing but a name, 
without substance or reality; that Sulla was altogether an 
ignorant fellow to abdicate the didtatorship; that men ought 
to consider what is becoming in talking with him, and look 
upon what he says as law.” To such a pitch of arrogance did 
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he proceed, that when a soothsayer announced to him the un- 
favourable omen that the entrails of a vidim offered for sacri- 
fice were without a heart, he said: “The entrails will be more 
favourable when I please; and it ought not to be regarded as 
a prodigy that a bead should be found wanting a heart. 

78 

But the ad of his which aroused the greated censure and 
hodihty was his failure to rise when he received the whole body 
of the conscript fathers before the temple of Venus Genitrix, 
where they waited upon him with a number of decrees, con- 
ferring on him the highed dignities. Some say that he attempted 
to rise, but that Cornelius Balbus redrained him; others believe 
that he not only made no move at all, but frowned upon Caius 
Trebatius, who suggeded the propriety of danding up to receive 
the senate. This tmgraciousness was thought the more intoler- 
able in him, because, when one of the tribunes of the people, 
Pontius Aquila, would not rise up to him as he passed by the 
tribunes’ seat during his triumph, he was very indignant, and 
cried out: ""Well then, you tribune, Aquila, wred the common- 
wealth out of my hands”; and for some days afterwards, he 
never promised a favour to any person, without this proviso: 
"If Pontius Aquila will give me leave.” 

79 

To this dradic gedure of contempt for the senate, he added 
another afiFront dill more audacious. For when, after the sacred 
rites of the Latin fedival, he was returning home amid the 
immoderate and unusual acclamations of the people, a man in 
the multitude placed on one of his datues a laurel crown en- 
circled with a white fillet, the insignia of royalty, and Epidius 
Marullus, a tribune of the people, together with his colleague 
Cssetius Flavus, ordered the fillet to be removed from the 
crown, and the man to be taken to prison; Caesar, taking very 
much to heart either the notion that the idea of royalty had 
been sugg^ed to so little purpose, or, as was said, that he was 
thus deprived of the merit of refusing it, reprimanded the 
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tribunes very severely, and dismissed them from their office. 
From that day forward, he was never able to efface the scandal 
of afifedting the name of king, although he replied to the people, 
when they saluted him by that title: “I am Caesar, and no king.” 
And at the feaft of the Lupercalia, when the consul Antony 
placed a crown upon his head in the roitra several times, he as 
often put it away and sent it to the Capitol for Jupiter, the 
Best and the Greatest. Moreover, a rumour was rife that he 
contemplated withdrawing to Alexandria or to Ilium, whither 
he would transfer the imperial power and drain Italy by new 
levies, leaving the government of the city to be admini^red 
by his friends. To this report it was added that in the next 
meeting of the senate, Lucius Cotta, one of the fifteen persons 
appointed to insped and expound the Sibylline books, would 
move that, as there was in these books a prophecy that the 
Parthians would never be vanquished but by a king, therefore 
Cazsar should be dyled king. 


8o 

This gave occasion to the conspirators to haden the 
execution of their design led they should be driven to give 
their assent to the proposal. Indead, therefore, of convening 
separately, in small groups dispersed here and there, they now 
combined their counsels; for the people themselves were dis- 
contented with the present date of things, both privately and 
publicly condemning the despotism under which they lived and 
ca lling earnedly for protedors and maintainers of their liberties. 
Upon the admission of aliens into the senate, a hand-bill was 
poded up in these words: "A good deed! let no one show a 
new senator the way to the house.” These verses, also, were 
commonly chanted: 

The Trench in triumph Coeiar leads. In Senate they anon 
No sooner laid their Breeches off, but purpled robes put on. 

When Quintus Maximus, who had been his deputy in the 
consulship for the lad three months, entered the theatre, and 
the lidor, as the cudom was, bid the people take notice who 
was coming, they all cried out: "He is no consul.” After the 
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removal of Caesetius and Marullus from their office, they were 
found to have a great many votes at the next election of 
consuls. Someone wrote under the ftatue of Lucius Brutus 
"Would you were now alive!” and under the ftatue of Caesar 
himself these lines: 

Brutus for expelling the Kings, was created Consul the firSt. 

This man for expelling the Consuls is become King, the laSt. 

There conspired againit him more than sixty persons, under 
the leadership of Caius Cassius, and Marcus and Decimus 
Brutus. It was at firft disputed among them, whether they 
should attack him in the Campus Martius when he was taking 
the votes of the tribes, and some of them should throw him 
o£F the bridge, while others should be ready to itab him upon 
his fall; or else in the Via Sacra, or at the entrance of the 
theatre. But after public notice had been given by procla- 
mation for the senate to meet in the court of Pompey upon 
the ides of March, they approved both of the time and place, 
as being meet for their purpose. 

8i 

Caesar had warning given him of his death by many ftrange 
signs. A few months before, when the colonists, settled at 
Capua by virtue of the Julian law (promulgated by himself) , 
were demolishing some old sepulchres in building country 
houses, and were the more eager at the work because they came 
upon certain vessels of antique workmanship, a tablet of brass 
was found in a tomb in which Capys, the founder of Capua, 
was said to have been buried, with an inscription in the Greek 
language to this eflFeft: "Whenever the bones of Capys come 
to be discovered, a descendant of lulus will be slain by the hands 
of his kinsmen, and his death revenged by fearful disafters 
throughout Italy.” Left any person should regard this anecdote 
as a fabulous or silly invention, it was revealed by Cornelius 
Balbus, an intimate friend of Cassar’s. On the day immediately 
preceeding his death, he learned that the horses which, upon 
his cr&ssing the Rubicon, he had consecrated and turned loose 
to graze without a keeper, turned away from their food and 
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shed abundant tears. Also, as he offered sacrifice, the sooth- 
sayer Spurinna warned him, by certain ominous portents in 
the appearance of the offering, that he should take heed of 
danger which threatened him, and which would not be de- 
ferred beyond the ides of March. The day before the ides, birds 
of various kinds from a neighbouring grove, pursuing a wren 
which flew into Pompey’s senate house with a sprig of laurel in 
its beak, tore it in pieces. That night, he dreamed at one time 
that he was soaring above the clouds, and at another that he 
had joined hands with Jupiter. His wife, Calpurnia, likewise 
had a dream in which she imagined that the pediment of the 
house was falling down and her husband ftabbed on her bosom; 
and suddenly thereupon the chamber doors flew open. Ponder- 
ing these omens, as well as his infirm health, he was in some 
doubt as to whether he should ftay at home and put off those 
matters which he had purposed to debate before the senate, or 
no. At lait, however, Decimus Brutus persuading him that he 
should not disappoint the senators who were now numerously 
gathered and awaiting his coming, he set forth about the fifth 
hour. On his way, some person thruft into his hand a paper 
warning him of the conspiracy upon his life, and he mixed it 
with some other documents which he carried in his left hand, 
intending to read it at leisure. Vidim after vidim was slain 
at the sacrifice, without any favourable appearances in the 
entrails; but he entered the curia of Pompey, laughing at 
Spurinna as a false prophet, because the ides of March were 
come, without any harm having befallen him. To this the 
soothsayer made answer: "They are come, indeed, but not 
past.” 

82 A.U.C. 710 

When he had taken his seat, the conspirators Aood round 
him, tmder colour of paying their compliments; and immedi- 
ately Tullius Cimber, who had been his great friend and loyal 
adherent and who had undertaken to commence the assault, 
stepped nearer than the reft, as though to make some applica- 
tion. Caesar, making a sign that he should defer his business 
until some other time, found himself sdlzed by the toga at both 
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shoulders; whereupon as he cried out, “This is violence”, one 
of the Cassii wounded him a little below the throat. Cajsar, 
catching Cassius by the arm, thru* it through with his Ayle; 
and attempting to rush forward was checked by another 
wound. When he perceived that he was beset on every side 
with drawn daggers, he covered his head with his gown, and 
at the same moment drew the skirt about his legs with his 
left hand that he might conceal thereby the lower part of his 
body and fall more decently. He was stabbed with three and 
twenty wounds, dturing which time he groaned but once, and 
that at the fir A thruft, but uttered no cry; although some 
writers have said that when Marcus Brutus fell upon him, he 
exclaimed: "What! art thou, too, one of them? Thou, my 
son!” The whole assembly inAantly dispersing, he lay for some 
time after he expired, until three of his slaves laid the body on 
a litter and carried it home, with one arm hanging down over 
the side. With all his wounds, there was, as Antiftius the surgeon 
reported, none that was mortal, except the second, which he 
received in the breaft. The conspirators meant to drag his body 
into the Tiber as soon as they had killed him; to confiscate his 
e^ate, and rescind all his enadments; but they were prevented 
by fear of Mark Antony and Lepidus, Caesar’s mader of the 
horse, and abandoned their intentions. 


83 

At the indance of Lucius Piso, his father-in-law, his will 
was opened and read in Mark Antony’s house. He had made 
it on the ides of the preceding September, at his Lavican villa, 
and committed it to the care of the chief of the Vedal Virgins. 
Quintus Tubero writes that in all the wills he had signed from 
the time of his fird consulship to the breaking out of the civil 
war, Cneius Pompey was appointed his heir, and that this had 
been publicly announced to the army. But in his lad will, he 
named three heirs, the grandsons of his siders; namely, Caius 
Odavius for three-fourths of his edate, and Lucius Pinarius 
and Quintus Pedius for the remaining fourth. Other heirs (in 
remainder) were named at the close of the will, in which he 
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also adopted Caius Odaviiis, who was to assume his name, into 
his family; and named moft of those who were concerned in 
his death among the guardians of his son, if he should have any; 
as well as Decimus Brutus among his heirs of the second order. 
He bequeathed to the Roman people his gardens near the Tiber, 
and three hundred sefterces to each man. 

84 

The occasion of his burial having been solemnly pro- 
claimed, a pile of wood for his funeral £re was ereded in the 
Campus Martius, near the tomb of his daughter Julia. Before 
the rodra was placed a gilded tabernacle, on the model of the 
temple of Venus Genitrix, within which was an ivory bed, 
covered with purple and cloth of gold, and at the head of 
which was a trophy, with the bloodftained robe in which he 
was slain. It being considered that the whole day would not 
suflSce for carrying the funeral oblations in solemn procession 
before the corpse, orders were issued for every one, without 
regard to order, to carry them from the city into the Campus 
Martius by what way they plea^d. In the plays performed at 
the funeral, there was sung a passage from Pacuvius’s tragedy, 
entitled Tihe Trial for Arms, in order to inspire pity and in- 
dignation for his murder: 

Men, me servasse, ut essent qui me perderent? 

Alas the while, that I these men should save: 

By bloody death, to bring me to my grave. 

And some lines also from Attilius’s tragedy of “Eledra”, to 
the same efled. Indead of a fimeral panegyric, the consul 
Antony ordered a herald to proclaim to the people the decree 
of the senate, in which they had bedowed upon him all honours, 
both divine and human; with the oath by which they had en- 
gaged themselves for the defence of his person; and to these he 
added only a few words of his own. The magidrates and others 
who had formerly filled the highed offices, carried the bier from 
the rodra into the forum. While some proposed that the body 
should be burnt in the sanduary of the temple of Jupiter 
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Capitolinus, and others in Pompey’s senate-house; on a sudden, 
two tnpn, with swords by their sides and spears in their hands, 
set fire to the bier with lighted torches. The multitude im- 
mediately heaped upon it dry faggots, the tribunals and benches 
of the adjoining courts and whatever else came to hand. Then 
the musicians and players stripped off the dresses they wore on 
the present occasion, taken from the wardrobe of his triumph 
at spedacles, rent them, and threw them into the flames. The 
legionaries of his veteran bands also caft in their armour, which 
they had put on in honour of his funeral. Moft of the ladies 
did the same with their ornaments, and with the bullje and 
mantles of their children. In this public mourning there joined 
a multitude of foreigners, expressing their sorrow according to 
the fashion of their respective countries; especially the Jews, 
on whom Caesar had conferred great benefits, and who for 
several nights together frequented the spot where the body 
was burnt. 


85 

The common people ran from the funeral, with torches in 
their hands, to the houses of Brutus and Cassius, from whence, 
being repelled with difl&culty, they came upon Helvius Cinna, 
and mistaking him for Cornelius Cinna, who had, in a speech 
of the day before, reflected bitterly upon Caesar, they slew him, 
and carried his head about the city on the point of a spear. 
Afterwards they ereCted in the forum a column of Numidian 
marble, formed of one ^lone nearly twenty feet high, and in- 
scribed upon it these words: To the Father of His Country. 
At this column they continued for a long time to offer sacri- 
fices, make vows, and decide controversies, in which they swore 
by Caesar. 

86 

Caesar left behind him in the minds of certain friends a 
suspicion that he neither desired nor cared to live any longer, 
on account of his failing health, and for that reason slighted 
all the omens of religion, and the warnings of his friends. Others 
are of opinion, that thinking himself secure in the late decree 
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of the senate, and their oaths, he dismissed the Spanish guards 
who attended him with drawn swords. Others again suppose 
that he chose rather to face at once the dangers which 
threatened him on all sides than to be forever on the watch 
againft them; prote^ing the while that the safety of his person 
concerned the commonwealth more than himself, for he had 
been for some time satiated with power and glory, whereas the 
commonwealth, if anything should befall him, would have no 
rest and, being involved in another civil war, would be in a 
worse ftate than before. 


87 

There is one thing, however, upon which all are commonly 
agreed; that his death was in many respeds such as he would 
have chosen. For upon reading the account delivered by 
Xenophon, how Cyrus in his laft illness gave inftrudions re- 
speding his funeral, Caesar deprecated a lingering death and 
wished that his own might be sudden and swift. And the day 
before he fell, the conversation at supper in the house of Marcus 
Lepidus turning upon what was the mod preferable end of a 
man’s life, he spoke in favour of one that was sudden and 
unlooked-for. 


88 

He died in the fifty-sixth year of his age and was canonized 
among the gods, not only by a formal decree but in the belief 
of the common people. For during the fird games which 
Augudus, his heir, consecrated to his memory, a comet blazed 
for seven days together, arising always about the eleventh hour 
of the day; and it was supposed to be the soul of Caesar, received 
into heaven; for which reason, also, he is represented on his 
datue with a dar on his brow. The senate house in which he 
was slain, was ordered to be shut up, and a decree made that 
the ides of March should be called parricidal and that the senate 
should never more assemble on diat day. 
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89 

Of his murderers, not one survived him above three years 
or died a natural death. All were condemned by the senate, and 
by some mishap or other were taken off; some perished in ship- 
wreck, others in battle; and some slew themselves with the same 
dagger wherewith they had tabbed Caesar. 






D. OCTAVIUS C^SAR AUGUSTUS 


I A.U.C. ^9 1-767 

That the family of the Odtavii was of the firft diftindion 
in Velitrac, there is much evidence to show; for not only was 
there a ftreet in the mod frequented part of the town which 
bore the name Odavius, but there was also to be seen an altar, 
consecrated to one Odavius, who being chosen general in a 
war with some neighbouring people, had brought to him, while 
he was sacrificing to Mars, the news of a sudden attack by the 
enemy; and he immediately snatched the entrails of the vidim 
from o£F the fire and offered them half raw upon the altar; 
after which, he entered into battle and returned vidotious. 
This incident resulted in a law, which decreed that in aU future 
times the entrails should be presented to Mars in like manner 
and the red of the sacrifice carried to the Odavii. 


2 

This family, as well as several in Rome, was admitted into 
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the senate by Tarquinius Priscus and soon afterwards placed by 
Servius TuUiios among the patricians; but in process of time it 
transferred itself to the plebeian order, and, after the lapse of 
a long interval, was restored by Julius Caesar to the rank of 
patricians. The firft person of the family to be raised by the 
suflFrages of the people to the magiftracy was Caius Rufus, who 
obtained the queftorship. He had two sons, Cneius and Caius, 
from whom are descended the two branches of the Odavian 
family, which have had very different fortunes. For Cneius 
and his descendants in uninterrupted succession, attained to 
places of the highed honour; but Caius and his poderity, 
whether from their circumdances or their choice, remained in 
the equedrian order until the time of the father of Augudus. 
The great-grandfather of Augudus served as a military tribune 
in the second Punic war in Sicily, under the command of 
.(Emilius Pappus; his grandfather, contenting himself with 
bearing the pubhc offices of his own municipaHty, grew old in 
the tranquil enjoyment of an ample patrimony. Such is the 
report made by various authors. Augudus himself, however, 
tells us nothing more than that he was descended of an equedri- 
an family, both ancient and rich, of which his father was the 
fird who obtained the rank of senator. Mark Antony up- 
braidingly tells him that his great-grandfather was a freedman 
of the territory of Thurium in Magna Graecia, and a rope- 
maker, and his grandfather a usurer. This is all the information 
I have anywhere met with, concerning the ancedors of 
Augudus by the father’s side. 


3 

Caius Odtavius, his father, was from his very youth a 
person of great wealth and reputation: so that I cann ot but 
marvel at those who say that he was a money-dealer. He was 
employed in didributing bribes and canvassing for the candi- 
dates at eledions in the Campus Martius. For, having been 
brought up in all the affluence of a great edate, he attained with 
ease to honourable pods and discharged the duties of these with 
much didindion. Presently, upon his pretorship, the province 
of Macedonia fell to his lot. And in his journey thither the 


• 6o . 



• CMSAR. AUGUSTUS ■ 


fugitives, to wit, the relics of the armies of Spartacus and 
Catiline, who had possessed themselves of the territory of 
Thurium, were met and defeated by him; for he had received 
from the senate an extraordinary commission to that end. In 
his government of the province, he conducted himself with 
equal justice and fortitude. For, having discomfited in a great 
battle the Bessians and Thracians, he dealt with the allies of the 
republic in such a manner, that there are extant letters from M. 
Tullius Cicero, in which he advises and exhorts his brother 
Quintus, who then held the proconsulship of Asia with no great 
reputation, to imitate the example of his neighbour 0(5tavius, 
in gaining the affedions of the allies of Rome. 

4 

After quitting Macedonia, before he could profess him- 
self a candidate for the consulship, he died suddenly, leaving 
behind him a daughter, the elder Odavia, by Ancharia; and 
another daughter, Odavia the younger, as well as Augudus, 
by Atia, who was the daughter of Marcus Atius Balbus, and 
Jtilia, sider to Caius Julius Csesar. Balbus was, by the father’s 
side, of a family who were natives of Aricia, and many of 
whom had been in the senate. By the mother’s side he was closely 
related to Pompey the Great; and after he had borne the office 
of pretor, was one of the twenty commissioners appointed by 
the Julian law to divide the land in Campania among the people. 
But Mark Antony, treating with contempt Augudus’s descent 
even by the mother’s side, says that his great grandfather was 
of African descent and at one time kept a perfumer’s shop, 
and at another, a bakehouse, in Aricia. And Cassius of Parma, 
in a letter, taxes Augudus with being the son of one who was 
not only a baker but a usurer. These are his words: “Thou art 
a lump of thy mother’s meal, which a money-changer of 
Nerulum taking from the newed bakehouse of Aricia, kneaded 
into some shape, with his hands all sullied by telling and ex- 
changing money.” 

j A.U.C. 691 

Augudus was born when M. Tullius Cicero and Caius 
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Antonius were consuls, upon the ninth day before the calends 
of October (the 23rd September), a little before sunrise, in the 
palatine quarter of the city, at a place called Capita Bubula, 
where now ftands a chapel dedicated to him, built a little after 
his death. For, as it is recorded in the proceedings of the senate, 
when Caitis Laetorius, a young man of a patrician family, in 
pleading before the senators for a lighter sentence upon his 
being convided of adultery, alleged, beside his youth and quali- 
ty, that he was the possessor and as it were the guardian, of the 
ground which the Divine Auguitus firA touched upon his 
coming into the world; and entreated that he might find favour 
for the sake of that deity, who was in a peculiar manner his: an 
ad of the senate was passed for the consecration of that part of 
his house in which AuguAus was born. 

6 

His nursery is shown to this day, in a villa belonging to 
the family in the suburbs of Velitrae; being a very small place, 
and much like a pantry; and an opinion prevails in the 
neighbourhood, that he was also born there. Into this place no 
person presumes to enter, unless upon necessity and with great 
devotion; for it is a belief from olden times that such as enter 
it rashly are seized with great horror and fearfulness, which a 
short while since was confirmed by a remarkable incident. For 
when a new inhabitant of the house had, either by mere chance, 
or to try the truth of the report, taken up his lodging in that 
apartment, he was thrown out by some sudden violence, he 
knew not how, and was found in a Aate of Aupefadion, with 
the coverlid of his bed, before the door of the chamber. 

7 

While he was yet an infant, he was surnamed Thurinus, 
in memory of the place of his anceAors; or because, soon after 
he was born, his father Odavius had vanquished die fugitive 
slaves, in the country near Thurium. That he was surnamed 
Thurinus, I can affirm upon sufficient evidence, for when a 
boy I had a small bronze Aatue of him with that name upon 
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it in iron letters, nearly effaced by age, which I presented to 
the emperor Hadrian, by whom it is now revered amongst the 
other tutelary deities in his chamber. He is often called Thuri- 
nus tauntingly by Mark Antony in his letters; to which he 
makes only this reply; that he marvelled that his former name 
should be objeded to and made a reproach. Afterwards, he 
assumed the surname of Caius Caesar, and then of Augudus: the 
former in compliance with the will of his great-uncle, and the 
latter upon a motion of Munatius Plancus in the senate. For 
when some gave it as their opinion that he should be dyled 
Romidus, as being, in a sense, a second founder of the city, 
Plancus prevailed in his assertion that he should rather be called 
Augudus, a surname not only new but of greater dignity, 
because places devoted to religion, and those in which anything 
is consecrated by augury, are denominated augud, either from 
the word audus, signifying augmentation, or from ab avium 
geStu, guStuve, from the flight and feeding of birds; as appears 
from this line of Ennius: 

When glorious Rome by august augury was built. 

8 

He was four years old when his father died; and, in his 
twelfth year, he pronounced a funeral oration in praise of his 
grandmother Julia. Four years later, having put on his virile 
robe, he was honoured with several military rewards by Cassar 
in his African triumph, although by reason of his youth he had 
not served in the war. Soon afterwards, when his uncle had 
gone into Spain againd the sons of Pompey, he followed him, 
although he was scarcely recovered from a dangerous illness; and 
after being shipwrecked at sea and proceeding with very few 
attendants through roads that were infeded with the enemy, 
he at lad came up with him. By this fortitude and bravery he 
won the love of his uncle, who drongly approved such indi- 
cations of character. When Cxsar, after he had subjugated 
Spain, meditated an expedition againd the Dacians and Par- 
thians, Augudus was sent before him to Apollonia, where he 
applied himself to his dudies; until, receiving intelligence that 
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Cscsar was slain, and that he was appointed his heir, he hesitated 
for some time whether he shotild call to his aid the legions 
Rationed in the neighbourhood; but he abandoned that course 
as too hafty. But when he returned to Rome, he entered upon 
his inheritance, notwith^anding that his mother was appre- 
hensive that such a measure might be fraught with danger, and 
his ^tep-father, Marcius Philippus, a man of consular rank, very 
earnestly advised him against it. From this time, having 
gathered and assembled his forces, he firft held the government 
jointly with Mark Antony and Marcus Lepidus (this being the 
famed Triumvirate), then with Antony only, for the space 
of nearly twelve years, and at laft in his own hands during a 
period of four and forty. 

9 

Having thus given a very short summary of his hf e, I shall 
consider the several parts of it, not in order of time, but arrang- 
ing his ads into didind classes, for the sake of perspicuity. He 
waged five civil wars, namely those of Modena, Philippi, 
Perugia, Sicily, and Adium: the fird and lad of which were 
againd Antony, the second againd Brutus and Cassius, the 
third againd Lucius Antonivis, the triumvir’s brother, and the 
fourth againd Sextus Pompeius, the son of Cneius Pompeius. 
In all these wars he was animated by the desire to avenge the 
murder of his uncle, and maintain the date of affairs which he 
had edablished: an enterprise in which he felt that both his 
honour and intered were involved. 

10 A.u.c. 710 

No sooner had he returned from Apollonia than he formed 
the plan of attacking Brutus and Cassius secretly and forcibly; 
but they having foreseen the danger and fled from it, he resolved 
to proceed againd them by an appeal to the laws in their absence, 
and indid them for murder. Meanwhile, those whose province 
it was to prepare the sports in honour of Caesar’s lad vidory 
in the civil war, not daring to do it, he himself set them forth. 
And that he might carry into effed his other designs with 
greater authority, he professed himself a candidate in the room 
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of a tribune of the people who happened to die at that time, 
although he was of a patrician family, and had not yet been 
in the senate. But the consul Mark Antony, from whom he 
had expeded the greated help, opposed his suit, and even re- 
fused to do him so much as common judice, unless persuaded 
by a consideration; whereupon he went over to the party of 
the nobles, to whom he perceived Antony was odious princi- 
pally because he had endeavoured to drive Decius Brutus, 
whom he besieged in the town of Modena, out of the province 
which had been given him by Caesar and confirmed to him by 
the senate. Upon the advice of persons about him, he engaged 
some ruffians to murder Antony; but the plot being discovered, 
and fearing a similar attempt upon himself, he gained over 
Caesar’s veteran soldiers by didributing among them all the 
money he could colled, for the defence of his own person as 
well as that of the date. And being appointed to lead this army 
he had gathered, with the rank of pretor, and in conjundion 
with Hirtius and Pansa, who had accepted the consulship, to 
carry assidance to Decius Brutus, he put an end to the war by 
two battles in three months. In the former of which, Antony 
writes that he fled, and two days afterwards made his appear- 
ance without his general’s cloak and his horse; in the lad battle, 
however, it is certain that he performed the part not only of a 
general, but a soldier; for, in the heat of battle, when the 
dandard-bearer of his legion was severely wounded, he took the 
eagle upon his shoulders and carried it a good while. 

II 

During this war, Hirtius being slain in battle and Pansa 
dying soon after of his wound, it was rumoured widely that 
they both were killed through his means, in order that, when 
Antony fled, the republic having lod its consuls, he might have 
the vidorious armies entirely at his own command. And verily 
the death of Pansa was so deeply suspeded that Glyco, his 
surgeon, was placed in cudody, upon the belief that he had 
put poison into his wound. Aquilius Niger adds moreover that 
Augudus himself, in the confusion of the battle, killed Hirtius 
with his own hands. 
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12 

But upon intelligence that Antony, after his defeat, had 
bee n received by Marcus Lepidus, and that the reJb of the 
generals and armies had all allied themselves with the senate, 
he, without any hesitation, deserted from the party of the 
nobles: giving as the pretext for his change of mind, the adlions 
and sayings of several among them; for some said, "he was a 
mere boy,” and others threw out, "that he ought to be pro- 
moted to honours, and cut off,” to avoid making any suitable 
acknowledgment either to him or the veteran legions. And the 
more to teftify his regret for having attached himself to the 
other fadion, he fined the Nursini a large sum of money, which 
they were unable to pay, and then expelled them from the 
town, for having inscribed upon a monument, eredted at the 
public charge to their countrymen who were slain in the battle 
of Modena, that "they fell in the cause of liberty.” 

13 A.U.C.712 

Having entered into a confederacy with Antony and 
Lepidus, he concluded the war at Philippi in two battles, al- 
though he was at that time weak and suffering from sickness. 
In the first battle he was driven from his camp, and with some 
difficulty made his escape to the wing of the army commanded 
by Antony. And now, intoxicated with triumph, he sent the 
head of Brutus (who slew himself upon being defeated) to 
be cait at the foot of Caesar’s itatue, and treated the nobleft 
of the prisoners not only with cruelty, but with abusive 
language; insomuch that he is said to have answered one of 
them who humbly entreated that at leait he might not remain 
unburied, "That will be in the power of the birds.” Two others, 
father and son, who implored of him their fives, he ordered to 
caft lots which of them should five or settle it between them- 
selves by the sword; and he beheld both their deaths, for the 
father offering his fife to save his son, and being accordingly 
slain, the son voluntarily killed himself on the spot. Whereupon 
the reft of the prisoners, and among them Marcus Favonius, 
Cato’s rival, being led up in fetters, after they had saluted 
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Antony, the general, with much resped, reviled Odavius in the 
fouled terms. After this vidory, dividing between them the 
oflSces of the date, Mark Antony undertook to redore order in 
the ead, while Augudus conduded the veteran soldiers back to 
Italy and settled them in colonies on the lands belonging to the 
municipalities. But he found favour neither with the soldiers 
nor the owners of the lands: one party complaining of the in- 
judice done them, in being violently ejeded from their pos- 
sessions, and the other that they were not rewarded according 
to their merit; one of the fugitives being Virgil, who having 
narrowly escaped being killed by the centurion Ario, was ejeded 
from his farm. 


14 A.u.c. 713 

At this time he forced Lucius Antony, who, presuming 
upon his own authority as consul and his brother’s power, was 
raising new didurbances, to fly to Perugia, and there compelled 
him, by famine, to yield at lad, although not without exposing 
himself to great jeopardy, both before the war and during its 
continuance. For a common soldier having got into the seats 
of the equedrian order in the theatre at the public spedacles, 
Ca:sar ordered him to be removed by an officer; and a rumour 
being thence spread by his enemies that he had put the man 
to death by torture, the soldiers flocked together in great wrath 
and indignation so that he barely escaped with his life. The 
only thing that saved him was the sudden reappearance of the 
soldier, safe and sound, no violence having been offered him. 
And while he was sacrificing under the walls of Perugia he 
nearly fell into the hands of a body of gladiators who sallied 
out of the town. 


ly A.U.C. 714 

After the taking of Perugia, he proceeded to the execution 
of a great many of the prisoners, making only one reply to all 
who implored pardon, or endeavoured to excuse themselves 
“You muft die.” Some write, that 300 of the two orders, to 
wit, senators and knights, chosen out of those who were 
captured, were killed as sacrifi.ces before an altar raised to 
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Julius Cssar upon the ides of March, the anniversary of his 
death. There have been others who wrote that he entered upon 
the war with no other view than that liis secret enemies, and 
those whom fear more than affedion kept quiet, might be de- 
teded, by declaring themselves, now they had an opportunity, 
with Lucius Antony at their head; and that having defeated 
thptn, and confiscated their edates, he might be enabled to ful- 
fil his promise to the veteran soldiers. 


1 6 A.U.C. 717-722 

He soon commenced the Sicilian war, but it was pro- 
traded by various delays during a long period; at one time for 
the purpose of repairing his fleets, which he lod twice by dorm, 
even in the summer; at another, while patching up a peace, to 
which he was forced by the clamours of the people, in con- 
sequence of a famine occasioned by Pompey’s cutting off the 
supply of corn by sea. But at lad, having built a new fleet, 
and obtained twenty-thousand manumitted slaves who were 
given him for the oar, he formed the Julian harbour at Baiae, 
by letting the sea into the Lucrine and Avernian lakes; and 
having exercised his forces there during the whole winter, he 
overcame Pompey betwixt Mylae and Naulochus; although jud 
as the battle broke out, he suddenly fell into such a profound 
sleep that his friends were obliged to wake him to give the 
signal. And this, I think, gave occasion for Antony’s reproach: 
"You were not able to take a clear view of the fleet, when 
drawn up in battle array, but lay like a senseless block on your 
back, looking up at the sky; nor did you get up and let your 
men see you until Marcus Agrippa had forced the enemies’ 
ships to sheer off.” Others impute to him both a saying and 
an adion which were indefensible; for, upon the loss of his 
fleets by dorm, he is reported to have cried: "I will conquer 
in spite of Neptune;” and at the next Circensian games, he 
would not suffer the image of that god to be carried in pro- 
cession as was the cudom. Indeed he scarcely ever ran more or 
greater risks in any of his wars than in this. Having trans- 
ported part of his army to Sicily, and being on his return for 
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the re^t, he was overtaken unawares by Demochares and Apollo- 
phanes, Pompey’s admirals, from whom he escaped with great 
trouble, and with one ship only. Likewise, as he was travelling 
on foot through the Locrian territory to Rhegium, seeing two 
of Pompey’s vessels passing by that coaA, and believing them 
to be his own, he went down to the shore, and was very nearly 
taken prisoner. On this occasion, as he was making his escape 
through byways and blind lanes, a slave of .^Emilius Paulus, a 
companion of his, owing him a grudge for the proscription of 
Paulus, the father of ^milius, and embracing the good oppor- 
tunity for revenge now offered, attempted to kill him. After 
the flight of Pompey, one of his colleagues, Marcus Lepidus, 
whom he had called out of Africa to his aid, swelling with 
pride because he was in command of twenty legions, challenged 
the sovereignty over the reft, namely, Mark Antony and 
Octavius Augustus, and that in a menacing manner, he diverted 
him of his authority; but, upon his humble submission and 
supplication, granted him his life, but banished him forever 
to Circeii. 

The alliance between him and Antony, which had always 
been uncertain, spasmodic, and ill-knit by repeated reconcili- 
ations, he at lait brought to an end. And the better to prove to 
the world how far Antony had degenerated from the standards 
befitting a Roman citizen, he caused to be opened and read in a 
public assembly the will of Antony, which had been left at 
Rome, and wherein he had named among his heirs, some children 
of Cleopatra. Yet upon his being termed an enemy by the Aate, 
he sent to him all his relations and friends, among whom were 
Caius Sosius and Titus Domitius, at that time consuls. He like- 
wise spoke favourably in public of the people of Bologna, for 
joining in the association with the reft of Italy to support his 
cause, because they had, in former times, been under the pro- 
tedtion of the family of the Antonii. And not long afterwards 
he vanquished him in a naval battle near Adtium, which con- 
tinued until such a late hour in the evening that he was forced 
to sleep all night, conqueror as he was, on ship-board. 
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17 A.u.c. 724 

When he retired from Adfcium into the isle of Samos for 
the winter season, he was much disquieted by the news of 
mutiny among the soldiers he had chosen from the main body 
of his army sent to Brundisium after the vidory; and learning 
of their demands for rewards for their service and a discharge, 
he returned to Italy. In his journey thither he twice met with 
violent ilorms, the firA time between the promontories of 
Peloponnesus and .Etolia, and the other about the Ceraunian 
mountains; in both which a part of his Liburnian squadron was 
sunk, the spars and rigging of his own ship carried away and 
the rudder broken in pieces. He remained only twenty-seven 
days at Brimdisium, until the exadions of the soldiers were ap- 
peased, and then departed by way of Asia and Syria, to Egypt, 
where, laying siege to Alexandria, whither Antony had fled with 
Cleopatra, he made himself mader of it very quickly. And as 
for Antony, who now (all too late) sued for conditions of 
peace, he forced him to kill himself, and viewed him dead. 
Cleopatra he would gladly have saved alive to beautify his 
triumph; and when she was said to have been poisoned by an 
asp, he sent for the Psylli to suck the venom from her body. 
When the poison proved fatal, he accorded her and Antony 
the honour of being buried in one sepulchre, and ordered the 
tomb, which they had themselves begun, to be completed. The 
elder of Antony’s two sons by Fulvia, he caused to be taken 
by force from the ftatue of Julius Caesar, to which he had fled, 
after many fruitless entreaties for his life, and put him to 
death. The same fate he dealt out to Caesario, Cleopatra’s son 
by Caesar, as he pretended, who had fled for his life but was 
retaken. The children which Antony had by Cleopatra he 
saved, and brought up and cherished in a manner suitable to 
their rank, juft as if they had been his own relations. 

18 

At this time he had a desire to see the sarcophagus and 
body of Alexander the Great, which, for that purpose, were 
taken out of the cell in which they refted; and after looking 
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upon it for some time, he paid honours to the memory of that 
prince by offering a golden crown and brewing flowers upon 
it; and being asked if he wished to see the tombs of the Ptolemies 
also, he answered that he was desirous of seeing a king, not dead 
men. When he had reduced Egypt to the form of a province, 
to the end that it might be more fertile and more capable of 
supplying Rome with corn, he set his soldiers to scouring the 
canals, into which the Nile, upon its rise, overflows, but which, 
during a long series of years, had become choked with mud. 
And to make the memory of his vidtory at Adium more glori- 
ous, he built the city of Nicopolis on that part of the coaft 
and ordained certain games to be celebrated there every five 
years. He enlarged also an old temple of Apollo, and adorned 
with naval trophies the place wherein he had encamped, con- 
secrating it to Neptune and Mars. 

19 

He afterwards suppressed several tumults and insurredions, 
as well as certain conspiracies againd his life, which were dc- 
teded by the confession of accomplices before they were ripe 
for execution; and others subsequently. Such were those of the 
younger Lepidus, of Varro Muraena, and Fannius Caepio; then 
that of Marcus Egnatius, afterwards that of Plautius Rufus, 
and of Lucius Paulus, his grand-daughter’s husband; and be- 
side these, another of Lucius Audasius, an old feeble man, who 
was accused of forgery; as also of Asinius Epicadus, a Parthinian 
mongrel, and at lad that of Telephus, a lady’s prompter; for 
Augudus was not free from the plots and conspiracies even of 
some of the lowed of the people againd him. Audasius and 
Epicadus had formed the design of carrying off to the armies 
his daughter Julia and his grandson Agrippa, from the islands 
in which they were confined. Telephus, conceiving the mad 
dream that the government was decreed to him by dediny and 
the will of God, proposed to fall upon both Odtavius and the 
senate. And more than that, there was once found danding 
before his chamber door in the night, a camp servant, who had 
passed the porters unobserved and made his way thither armed 


• 71 • 



■ THE TWELVE C/ESARS ■ 


with a hunting-knife; but whether he was really disordered in 
his head) or only counterfeited madness, is uncertain, for no 
confession could be wrung from him by torture. 

20 A.U.C. 721-727 

He led in person only two foreign wars: the Dalmatian, 
while he was yet a youth; and, after Antony’s final defeat, the 
Cantabrian. In the Dalmatian war he was wounded in one 
battle, in his right knee by a itone, and at another time he was 
greatly hurt in one leg and both arms by the fall of a mihtary 
bridge. His other wars he carried on through his lieutenants; 
but occasionally he visited the army, in some of the wars of 
Pannonia and Germany, or remained not far off, proceeding 
from Rome as far as Ravenna, Milan, or Aquileia. 

21 

He conquered, however, partly in person and partly by his 
lieutenants, Cantabria, in the north of Spain, Aquitania and 
Pannonia, Dalmatia, with all lUyricum and Rhaetia, beside the 
two Alpine nations, the Vindelici and the Salassu. He repressed 
also the incursions of the Dacians by cutting off three of their 
generals with vaft armies, and drove the Germans beyond the 
river Elbe; removing two other tribes who submitted, the Ubii 
and Sicambri, into Paul, and settling them in the country 
bordering on the Rhine. Other nations, also, who broke into 
revolt, he reduced to submission. But he never made war upon 
any people without juft and necessary cause; and so far was 
he from desire of enlarging the empire, or advancing his own 
military glory, that he compelled certain princes of the bar- 
barians to take an oath in the Temple of Mars the Revenger, 
that they would faithfully continue in their allegiance and not 
violate the peace which they had implored. Of some he de- 
manded a new kind of hoftages, to wit, their women, having 
perceived that they thought little of their men, when they had 
given them; but he always afforded them the means of getting 
back these hoftages whenever they desired. Even those who 
engaged moft frequently and with the greateft treachery in 
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their rebellion, he never punished more grievously than by 
selling their captives, on the terms' of their not serving in any 
neighbouring country, nor being released from their slavery 
before the expiration of thirty years. By virtue of his fame for 
justice and moderation, he induced even the Indians and 
Scythians, nations before known to the Romans by hearsay 
only, to sue for his friendship and that of the Roman people, 
by ambassadors. The Parthians readily allowed his claim to 
Armenia; restoring at his demand, the ^andards which they 
had taken from Marcus Crassus and Mark Antony, and offer- 
ing him hostages beside. Afterwards when a content arose be- 
tween several pretenders to the crown of that kingdom, they 
refused to acknowledge any one who was not chosen by him. 

22 

The temple of Janus Quirinus, always kept open in time 
of war, and which had been shut twice only from the era of 
the building of the city to his own time, he closed twice in a 
much shorter period; for he had eftablished universal peace 
both by sea and land. Twice he rode into the city with the 
honours of an ovation, namely after the war of Philippi and 
again after that of Sicily. He also had three curule triumphs 
for his several vidories in Dalmatia, at Adium, and Alexandria, 
each of which continued for three days together. 

23 A.u.c. 738-7^2 

Of shameful overthrows he received only two in all his 
wars, and those in Germany under his lieutenants Lollius and 
Varus. That of Lollius had in it more of dishonour than of 
loss; but that of Varus threatened the security of the empire 
itself, inasmuch as three legions, with the commander, his 
lieutenants, and all the auxiliaries, were cut off. Upon receiving 
news of this misfortune, he gave orders for a drid watch over 
the city to foredall any public didurbance, and prolonged the 
appointments of the prefeds in the provinces, that the allies 
might be kept in order by experience of persons to whom they 
were used. He made a vow to celebrate the great games in 
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honour of Jupiter, Optimus, Maximus, "if he would be pleased 
to reftore the ftate to more favourable condition.” This had 
formerly been resorted to in the Cimbrian and Marsian wars. In 
short, we are informed, that he was in such troubled ^ate that 
for several days he let the hair of his head and beard grow, and 
sometimes knocked his head againit the doorpofts, crying out: 
“O, Quintilius Varus! Give me back my legions!” And ever 
after, he observed the anniversary of this calamity as a day of 
sorrow and lamentation. 

24 

In military afFairs he made many alterations, introducing 
some pradices entirely new and reviving others which had be- 
come obsolete. Military discipline he maintained mod severely. 
He would not so much as permit any of his lieutenants, with- 
out much ado and reludance, to visit their wives, and then only 
in the winter season. A Roman knight having cut off the 
thumbs of his two yovmg sons to render them unfit for military 
service, he exposed both him and his edate to public sale. But 
upon perceiving the farmers of the revenue very greedy for 
the purchase, he assigned him to a freedman of his own, that he 
might send him into the country and suffer him to retain his 
freedom. The tenth legion, for being dubborn and unwilling 
to obey, he dismissed with ignominy; and did the same by some 
other legions which petulantly demanded their discharge, with- 
holding from them the rewards usually bedowed on those who 
had served their dated time in the wars. Whole cohorts which 
yielded their groimd in time of adion, he decimated, and fed 
with barley. Centurions as well as common sentinels who 
forsook their pods when on guard, he punished with death. 
For other kinds of delinquency he inflided upon them various 
shameful tasks, such as obliging them to dand all day before 
the pretorium, sometimes in their tunics only and without their 
belts, sometimes to carry poles ten feet long, or sods of turf. 

25 

After the civil wars, he never, in any of his military 
addresses or proclamations, greeted his soldiers by the namp of 
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"Fellow-soldiers”, but as “Soldiers” only. Nor would he suffer 
them to be otherwise called by his sons, or ^lep-sons, when they 
were in command; for he judged the former appellation to 
convey the idea of a degree of condescension inconsistent with 
military discipline, the maintenance of order, and his own 
majesty, as well as that of his house. Unless at Rome, in case 
of incendiary fires or under the apprehension of public dis- 
turbances, during a scarcity of provisions, he never employed 
freedmen in his army except on two occasions; once for the 
security of the colonies bordering upon lUyricum, and once to 
guard the banks of the river of Rhine. Although he compelled 
persons of fortune, both male and female, to give up their 
slaves, and they received their manumission at once, yet he kept 
them together under their own ^andard, unmixed with soldiers 
who were better born, and armed after a different fashion. 
Military rewards, such as trappings, collars, and other decora- 
tions of gold and silver, he distributed more readily than camp 
or mural crowns, which were reckoned more honourable. These 
he bestowed sparingly, without partiality, and frequently even 
on common soldiers. He presented M. Agrippa, after the naval 
victory in the Sicilian war, with a sea-green banner. Those who 
shared in the honours of a triumph, although they had attended 
him in his expeditions, and taken part in his vidories, he judged 
it improper to distinguish by the usual rewards, because they 
also had the power to beStow such rewards to whom they would. 
Moreover, he deemed nothing less beseeming an accomplished 
general than precipitancy and rashness; and therefore he had 
frequently on his tongue these proverbs: “HaSten slowly.” "The 
cautious captain’s better than the bold.” And also "That is done 
fast enough wliich is done well enough.” He was wont to say 
that “a battle or a war ought never to be undertaken unless the 
hope of gain was greater than the fear of damage; for men who 
pursue small commodities with no small risk resemble those who 
fish with a golden hook, for the loss of which, if the line should 
break, no draught of fish whatsoever could make amends.” 

26 

He attained to magistracies and other honourable places 
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of government before the age at which he was legally qualified 
for them; and to some, also, of a new kind (as the triumvirate) , 
and to others for life, (as the censorship) . He seized the con- 
sulship in his twentieth year, quartering his legions in a hoilile 
manner near the city and sending deputies to demand it for 
him in the name of the army. When the senate demurred, a 
centurion named Cornelius, who led the chief deputation, 
throwing back his cloak and showing the hilt of his sword, 
dared to say openly in the senate-house: "This will make him 
consul if ye will not.” His second consulship he filled nine years 
afterwards; his third, after the interval of only one year, and 
held the same office every year successively until the eleventh. 
From this period, although the consulship was frequently 
offered him, he always declined it, until, after a long interval, 
not less than seventeen years, he voluntarily Aood for the 
twelfth, and two years after that for a thirteenth; his purpose 
being that he might successively introduce into the forum, on 
their entering public life, his two adopted sons,Caius and Lucius, 
the natural children of his daughter Julia and C. Agrippa, 
while he was invented with the highest office in the State. In his 
five consulships from the sixth to the eleventh, he continued 
in office throughout the year; but in the reSt, during only ninp, 
six, four, or three months, and in his second no more than a 
few hours. For having sat for a short time in the morning, 
upon the calends of January (ist January) , in his curule chair, 
before the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, he abdicated the office, 
and substituted another in his room. Nor did he enter upon 
them all at Rome, but upon the fourth in Asia, the fifth in the 
Isle of Samos, and the eighth and ninth at Tarragona. 

27 A.u.c. 73 1 

For the space of ten years, he afted as one of the trium- 
virate, formed for the ostensible purpose of settling the com- 
monwealth. In this capacity, he withstood for some time his 
colleagues design of a proscription; but when it was once on 
foot, he executed it more sharply than either of them. For 
whereas they were exorable and would often yield to the en- 
treaties of friends in behalf of certain persons and were pre- 
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vailed upon to show mercy, he alone strongly insi^ed that no 
one should be spared. He even proscribed Caius Toranius, his 
guardian, who had been formerly the colleague of his father 
Odtavius in the edileship. Junius Saturnius adds this further 
account of him: that when, the proscription being over, Marcus 
Lepidus made an apology in the senate for their pa^t proceed- 
ings and inspired hope of clemency for the future because there 
had been execution enough done already; he on the contrary 
professed openly that the only limit he had fixed to the pro- 
scription was, that he should be free to ad as he would. After- 
wards, however, repenting of his harshness, he honoured with 
the dignity of knighthood T. Vinius Philopoemen, who was 
reputed to have hidden his patron at the time he was proscribed. 
In this same office, he incurred in many ways the resentment 
and ill-will of the people. For, as he was one day making an 
harangue, observing among the soldiers, Pinarius, a Roman 
knight, admit some private citizens, and engaged in taking 
notes, he ordered him to be dabbed before his eyes, as a busy- 
body and a spy. He so terrified with his menaces Tedius Afer, 
the consul eled, for having referred in malicious terms to 
something he had done, that he threw himself from a great 
height and met indant death. And when Quintus Gallius, the 
pretor, came to compliment him with a double tablet under 
his cloak, suspeding that it was a sword he had concealed and 
yet not daring to make a search led it should be found to be 
something else, he caused him to be dragged from his tribunal 
by centurions and soldiers, and tortured like a slave: and al- 
though he made no confession, ordered him to be put to death, 
after he had, with his own hands, plucked out his eyes. Augudus 
himself writes, however, that Gallius sought a secret conference 
with him for the purpose of taking his life; that he therefore 
committed him to prison, but afterwards released him, and 
banished him from the city, when he perished, either in a dorm 
at sea or by falling into the hands of robbers. 

He accepted the tribunitian power for life, but more than 
once chose a colleague in that office for two luSlra successively. 
He also had the supervision of morality and observance of the 
laws for life, but without the title of censor; yet he thrice took 
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a census of the people, the firft and third time with a colleague, 
but the second by himself. 

zS 

Twice he meditated giving up his absolute authority: firft, 
immediately after he had put down Antony, remembering that 
he had often charged him with being the obftacle to the reSto- 
ration of the republic; and secondly, by reason of a long and 
lingering illness, when he sent for the magistrates and the senate 
to his own house and delivered them a particular account of 
the State of the empire. But considering at the same time that 
it would be both hazardovis to himself to return to the con- 
dition of a private person, and might be dangerous to the public 
to have the government placed again under the control of the 
people, he resolved to keep it in his own hands, whether for his 
own good or that of the conunonwealth, is hard to say. His 
good intentions he often affirmed in private discourse and also 
published an edid, in which they were declared in the follow- 
ing terms: "Oh, that I might establish the commonwealth safe 
and sound on her own proper basis, and thus reap the fruit 
which I desire: that of being reported the author of that happy 
State; so that, on leaving the world, I may carry with me the 
hope that the foundations which I shall lay, may continue 
steadfast for all time.” And indeed he did his beSt in every way 
to bring these things to pass. For the city, not being built in a 
manner worthy of the grandeur of the empire and liable to 
inundations of the Tiber as well as to fires, was so greatly 
beautified under his reign that it was his juSt boaSt that he 
"found it of brick, but left it of marble.” He also made it 
secure for the time to come againSt such disasters, so far as 
could be foreseen by hiiman wit and reason. 


29 

Of the great number of pubhc buildings ereded by him, 
the most considerable were a forum, containing the temple of 
Mars the Avenger, the temple of Apollo on the Palatine hill, 
and the temple of Jupiter Tonans in the capitol. The reason of 

• yS • 



• C/ESAR AUGUSTUS ■ 


his building a new forum was the vaft increase in the population 
and the number of causes to be tried in the courts, for which, 
the two already existing not affording sufficient space, it was 
thought necessary to have a third. It was therefore opened for 
public use before the temple of Mars was completely finished; 
and a law was passed, that causes should be tried, and judges 
chosen by lot, in that place. The temple of Mars was built in 
fulfilment of a vow made during the war of Philippi, under- 
taken by him to avenge his father’s murder. He ordained that 
the senate should always assemble there when they met to de- 
liberate respecting wars and triumphs; that thence should be 
dispatched all those who were sent into the provinces in the 
command of armies; and that in it those who returned victori- 
ous from the wars should lodge the trophies of their triumphs. 
He erected the temple of Apollo in that part of his house on the 
Palatine hill which had been struck with lightning and which, 
on that account, the soothsayers declared the god to have 
chosen. He added porticos to it, with a library of Greek and 
Latin authors; and when advanced in years, used to sit there 
many times in council with the senate, and also to review the 
rolls of the judges. 

He consecrated the temple to Jupiter the Thunderer, in 
acknowledgment of his deliverance from a great danger in his 
Cantabrian expedition; when, as he was travelling in the night, 
his litter was ftruck by lightning which killed the slave who 
carried a torch before him. He likewise constructed some public 
b uildi ngs in the name of others; for instance, his grandsons, his 
wife, and siSter. Thus he built the portico and basilica of Lucius 
and Caius, and the porticos of Livia and Odlavia, and the theatre 
of Marcellus. He also often exhorted other persons of rank to 
embellish the city by new buildings, or by repairing and im- 
proving the old, according to their means. By this encourage- 
ment many splendid edifices were raised: such as the temple of 
Hercules and the Muses by Marcus Philippus; the temple of 
Diana by Lucius Cornificius; the Court of Freedom by Asinius 
Pollio; a temple of Saturn by Munatius Plancus; a theatre by 
Cornelius Balbus; an amphitheatre by Statilius Taurus; and 
several other goodly buildings by Marcus Agrippa. 
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30 

He divided the city into regions and diftrifts, ordaining 
that the annual magistrates should take by lot the charge of 
the former and that the latter should be superintended by 
wardens chosen out of the people of each neighbourhood. He 
appointed a nightly watch to be on guard againSl accidents 
from fire; and to prevent the frequent inundations he widened 
and cleansed the bed of the Tiber, which had in the course of 
years been almoSt dammed up with rubbish, and the channel 
narrowed by the ruins of houses. To provide more commodious 
approaches to the city, he took upon himself the charge of 
repairing the Flaminian way as far as Ariminum, and distributed 
the repairs of the other roads among several persons who had 
obtained the honour of a triumph, to be defrayed out of the 
money arising from the spoils of war. Temples decayed by 
time, or destroyed by fire, he either repaired or rebuilt; and 
enriched them, as well as many others, with splendid offerings. 
On one occasion he deposited in the cell of the temple of Jupiter 
Capitolinus, sixteen thousand pounds of gold, with jewels and 
pearls to the amount of fifty millions of seSterces. 

31 A.U.C. 741 

He assumed the office of Pontifex Maximus as soon as 
Lepidus was dead, for he could not bring himself to deprive 
him of it during his lifetime. All prophetical books, both in 
Latin and in Greek, the authors of which were either unknown 
or of no great reputation, he caused to be called in from all 
places. They reached the number of 2000 and above: and of 
these he burnt all except the Sibylline oracles, which he sub- 
jeded to a drid examination to determine their authenticity. 
He then deposited them in two gilt coffers, under the pededal 
of the datue of the Palatine Apollo. Seeing that the calendar, 
which had been correded by Julius Caesar, had again fallen 
into disorder, inasmuch as the prieds, in the interval of thirty- 
six years, had erroneously intercalated eleven days indead of 
nine: he brought it again to its former date of regularity. 
Upon that occasion, also, he renamed the month Sextilis (the 
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sixth month, reckoning from March, in which the year of 
Romulus commenced) , and called it by lus own name, August, 
rather than September, in which he was born; because in it 
there befell his firit consulship and all his notable vidories. He 
increased the number, dignity, and revenues of the religious 
orders, and especially those of the veftal virgins. And when, 
upon the death of one of them, a new one was to be taken, 
and many persons entered the plea that their daughters’ names 
might be omitted in the lids for eledion, he replied with an 
oath: "If either of my own grand-daughters were old enough, 
I would have her presented.” 

Certain ancient ceremonies which had fallen into disuse 
or were abolished, he redored again; such as the augury of 
public health, the ofl&ce of high pried of Jupiter, the religious 
solemnity of the Lupercalia, with the Secular, and Compitalian 
games. At the Lupercalian ceremonies, he commanded that no 
beardless boys should run. Likewise, at the Secular plays, he 
forbad young folk of both sexes to frequent any show exhibited 
at night, unless in the company of some elderly relation. He 
was the fird who ordained that the household gods should be 
adorned twice a year with spring and sununer flowers in the 
Compitalian fedival. 

Next to the immortal gods, he paid the highed honours 
to the memory of those generals who had raised the Roman 
date from its low origin to so high and glorious a pinnacle. And 
therefore he repaired or rebuilt the public edifices ereded by 
them, preserving the former inscriptions, and placing datues 
of them all, with triumphal emblems, in both the porticos of his 
forum, issuing an edid on the occasion, in which he professed 
as follows: “My design in so doing is that the Roman people 
may require from me, and all succeeding princes, a conformity 
to those illudrious examples.” He likewise removed the datue 
of Pompey from the senate house in which Caius Caesar had 
been killed, and placed it under a marble arch fronting the 
palace attached to Pompey’s theatre. 

32 

He correded many ill practices, which, to the detriment 
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of the commonwealth, had either survived the licentious habits 
of the late civil wars, or else originated in the long peace. Bands 
of robbers showed themselves openly, completely armed, under 
colour of self-defence; and in different parts of the country, 
travellers, freedmen and slaves without diftin(aion,were forcibly 
carried off and kept to work in the houses of correction. Several 
associations were formed under the specious name of a new 
college, which had for their purpose the projection of all kinds 
of villainy. The banditti he suppressed by pofting soldiers in 
suitable places; the houses of correction were subjected to a strict 
superintendence; all associations, those only excepted which 
were of ancient standing and recognized by the laws, were 
dissolved. He burnt all the notes of those who had been a long 
time in arrears with the treasury, as being the principal source 
of vexatious suits and prosecutions. Places in the city claimed 
by the public, where the right was doubtful, he adjudged to 
the acftual possessors. He Aruck out of the lift of criminals the 
names of those over whom prosecutions had been long impend- 
ing, where nothing further was intended by the informers than 
to gratify their own malice by seeing their enemies humiliated; 
laying it down as a rule, that if any one chose to renew a prose- 
cution, he should incur the risk of the punishment which he 
sought to inflid. And that crimes might not escape punish- 
ment, nor business be neglecSted by delay, he ordered the courts 
to sit during the thirty days which were spent in celebrating 
honorary games. To the three classes of judges then exifting, 
he added a fourth, consifting of persons of inferior order, who 
were called Ducenarii and decided all litigations about tr ifling 
sums. He chose judges from the age of thirty years and up- 
wards; that is, five years younger than had been usual before. 
And a great many declining the office, he was with much diffi- 
culty prevailed upon to allow each class of judges a twelve- 
months’ vacation in turn, and the courts to be shut during the 
months of November and December. 

33 

He was himself assiduous in his fundions as a judge and 
would sometimes prolong his sittings even unto the night: causes 
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are mentioned the hearing of which was so protracted that 
lights were required, and sometimes they lasted, we are told, as 
long as eleven or twelve days: if he were indisposed, his litter 
was placed before the tribunal, or he admini^ered justice re- 
clining on his couch at home. He displayed always not only 
the greateft attention, but extreme leniency. To save a culprit, 
evidently guilty of parricide, from the extreme penalty of 
being sewn up in a sack, (because none were punished in that 
manner but such as confessed the fad), he is said to have 
interrogated him thus: “Surely you did not kill your father, 
did you?” And when, in a trial of a cause about a forged will, 
all those who had signed it were liable to the penalty of the 
Cornelian law, he ordered that his colleagues on the tribunal 
should not only be furnished with the two tablets by which 
they decided, “guilty or not guilty”, but with a third like- 
wise, ignoring the offence of those who should appear to have 
given their signatures through any deception or midake. All 
appeals in causes between inhabitants of Rome, he assigned 
every year to the pretor of the city; and where provincials 
were concerned, to men of consular rank, to one of whom the 
business of each province was referred. 

34 

He abrogated some laws, and originated others: such as the 
sumptuary law, the one relating to adultery and pederafty, the 
law againd bribery in eledions, and likewise that for the en- 
couragement of marriage. This lad-named law he amended 
and reformed somewhat more precisely and with greater sever- 
ity than the red, so that he could not carry it through againd 
the tumultuous objedions of the people, who demanded that 
the penalties be abolished or mitigated, that an interval of 
three years be allowed after a wife’s death during which the 
husband might live unmarried, and that the premiums on 
marriage be increased. The equedrian order clamoured loudly, 
at a spedacle in the theatre, for the total repeal of the datute; 
whereupon he sent for the children of Germanicus, and showed 
them partly sitting upon his own lap, and partly on their 
father’s: intimating as well by the gedure of his hand, as by 
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his countenance, that they ought not be loath to imitate the 
example of that young man. But perceiving that the force of 
the law was dallied with, and avoided by the immaturity of 
young espoused wives, and by frequent change of wives, he 
limited the time for consummation after espousals and imposed 
reftridions on divorce. 


35 

The number of senators having grown to a shameful and 
confused company of more than a thousand, some of them 
mod unworthy persons who, after Cajsar’s death, had been 
chosen by dint of intered and bribery, and who were termed 
by the common people Charonites, in that they owed their 
o£Bce to one who had gone to Charon: he effeded in two 
scrutinies the redudion of this number to the ancient 300. The 
first of these scrutinies was left to the senators themselves, each 
one naming another; but the lad was conduded by himself 
and Agrippa. On this occasion, he is said to have taken his seat 
as president, with a coat of mail under his tunic, a sword by 
his side, and with ten of the douted men of senatorial rank, 
who were his friends, danding round his chair. Cordus Cre- 
mutius writes that no senator was suffered to approach him 
except singly, and after having his clothing searched for hidden 
weapons. Some he obliged to have the grace of declining the 
office; these he allowed to retain the privileges of wearing the 
didinguishing dress, and occupying the seats at the solemn 
spedacles in front of the orchedra, reserved for the senators, 
together with the honour of keeping their places at the public 
feads. To the end that those who were chosen and approved 
of might perform their functions under more solemn obliga- 
tions and with less inconvenience, he ordered that every senator, 
before he took his seat in the house, should pay his devotions, 
with an offering of frankincense and wine, at the altar of that 
god in whose temple the senate then assembled, and that their 
dated meetings should be only twice in the month, namely 
on the calends and ides; and that in the months of September 
and October, a certain number only, chosen by lot, such as the 
law required to give validity to a decree should be required to 
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attend. For himself, he resolved to choose every six months a 
new council, with whom he might consult previously upon 
such affairs as he judged proper at any time to lay before the 
full senate. He also took the votes of the senators upon any 
subjedt of importance, not according to custom, nor in regular 
order, but as it pleased himself, so that every man might bend 
his mind so attentively thereto, as always to be ready to give 
his opinion rather than a mere assent to another. 

He also made several other alterations in the management 
of public affairs, among which were these: that the adts of the 
senate should not be published, thus going contrary to the 
e^ablished pradtice of Julius Caesar; that the magistrates should 
not be sent into the provinces immediately after the expiration 
of their office; that the proconsuls should have a certain sum 
assigned them out of the treasury, for mules and tents, which 
used before to be contradted for by the government with private 
persons; that the management of the treasury should be trans- 
ferred from the city-queStors to the pretors, or those who had 
already served in the latter office; and that the decemviri should 
call together the court of One Hundred, which had been 
formerly summoned by those who had filled the office of 
queStor. 

37 

With the purpose of drawing more men to take part in 
the administrations of the commonwealth, he devised new 
offices: to wit, the surveying of the public buildings, of the 
roads, the aquedudts, and the bed of the Tiber; the distributing 
of corn to the people; the prefedure of the city; a triumvirate 
for the eledion of the senators; and another for reviewing the 
several troops of the equestrian order, as often as it was neces- 
sary. He revived the office of censor, which had been long 
disused, and whose duty it had formerly been to take an account 
of the number of the people and the value of their estates. The 
number of pretors he increased. He required also that when- 
ever the consulship was conferred upon him, he might have 
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two colleagues inftead of one; but this measure he could not 
carry, inasmuch as all the senators cried out with one voice that 
his majefty was enough abridged already, in that he would not 
bear that office alone but shared it with another. 

38 

Neither was he sparing in granting honourable rewards 
for military prowess; for he beAowed upon more than thirty 
generals the honour of the greater triumph; besides which he 
took care to have triumphal decorations voted by the senate 
for more than that number. That the sons of senators might 
become early acquainted with the administrations of affairs, he 
permitted them, at the age when they took their virile robe, to 
wear likewise the senatorial gown with its broad border, and to 
be present at the debates in the senate-house. When they 
entered the military service, he not only gave them the rank 
of military tribunes of the legion, but also the command of 
the auxiliary horse. And that all might have an opportunity of 
acquiring military experience, he commonly joined two sons 
of senators in command of each troop of horse. He often re- 
viewed the troops of the equestrian order, reviving the ancient 
custom of a cavalcade, which had been long laid aside. But he 
did not suffer any one to be obliged by an accuser to dismount 
while he passed in review, as had formerly been done. And to 
such as were infirm from age, or were in any way defective 
physically, he gave leave to send their horses before them and 
to come on foot to answer to their names when the muSter 
roll was called soon afterwards. He permitted those who had 
passed the age of 45 years, and did not desire to keep their 
horses any longer, to have the privilege of giving them up. 

39 

With the assistance of ten senators, he required of each 
of the Roman knights that he give an account of his life. Of 
those who fell under his disapproval, some were punished, others 
he marked with shame and ignominy; the moSt part of them 
he only admonished, but not in the same terms. The easiest 
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and lightest kind of admonition, was the tendering to them 
publicly a pair of writing tablets, wherein were written all 
their faults, and the contents of which, confined to themselves, 
they were to read on the spot. Some also he rebuked and visited 
with disgrace for taking loans upon small intereft and letting 
it out again for usurious gain. 

40 

In the eleftion of tribunes of the people, if there was not 
a sufficient number of senatorian candidates, he created them 
from the equestrian order, granting them the liberty, after the 
expiration of their office, to continue in whichsoever of the two 
orders they pleased. As moSt of the knights had been much 
reduced in their estates by the civil wars, and therefore dared 
not sit to see the public games in the theatre in the seats allotted 
to their order, for fear of the penalty provided by the law in 
that case, he enaded that none were liable to it, who had them- 
selves, or whose parents had ever, possessed a knight’s eState. 
He took the census of the Roman people Street by Street; and 
that the people might not be too often taken from their business 
to receive the distribution of corn, it was his intention to deliver 
tickets three times a year for four months respedively; but 
at their request he continued the former regulation, that they 
should receive their share monthly. 

He revived the former law of eledions, endeavouring, by 
various penalties, to suppress the practice of bribery. Upon the 
day of eledion, he distributed to the freedmen of the Fabian and 
Scaptian tribes, in which he himself was enrolled, a thousand 
seSterces each, that they might look for nothing from any of 
the candidates. Considering it a matter of great consequence 
to keep the Roman people pure and untainted with any mixture 
of foreign or servile blood, he not only beStowed the freedom 
of the city with a sparing hand, but laid some reStridions upon 
the practice of manumitting slaves. When Tiberius requested 
of him by letter the freedom of Rome in behalf of a Greek 
client of his, he wrote to him in answer, "I shall not grant it, 
unless he comes to me personally and satisfies me that he has 
juSt grounds for the application.” And when Li via begged the 
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freedom of the city for a tributary Gaul, he denied it, but 
offered to release him from payment of taxes, saying: “I shall 
sooner suffer some loss in my exchequer, than that the citizen- 
ship of Rome be rendered too common.” Not content with 
interposing many obftacles to either the partial or complete 
emancipation of slaves, by quibbles requeuing the number, 
condition and difference of those who were to be manumitted, 
he likewise enadted that none who had been put in chains or 
tortured, should ever obtain the freedom of the city in any 
degree. He endeavoured also to reftore the old habit and dress 
of the Romans; and upon seeing once, in an assembly of the 
people, a crowd in grey or sullied gowns inftead of white, he 
was very indignant, and cried out: “Behold — 

Rome's conquering sons, lords of the wide-spread globe. 

Stalk proudly in the toga’s graceful robe.” 

And he charged the ediles not to suffer any person from thence- 
forward, to remain in the forum or circus unless he laid aside 
his short coat, and appeared in the toga. 

41 

His liberality to all degrees of citizens was displayed as 
often as occasion offered. Moreover, upon his bringing the 
treasure belonging to the kings of Egypt into the city in his 
Alexandrian triumph, he made money so plentiful that usury 
languished, but the price of land rose considerably. And after- 
wards, as often as large sums of money came into his possession 
by means of conhscations, he would lend it free of interest 
for a fixed period, to such as could give security for the double 
of what was borrowed. The estate necessary to qualify a 
senator, in^ead of eight hundred thousand sefterces, the former 
standard, he ordered, for the future, to be twelve hundred 
thousand; and to those who had not so much, he made good 
the deficiency. He often gave largesses to the people, but gener- 
ally of different sums; sometimes four hundred, sometimes 
three hundred, or two hundred and fifty se^erces; upon which 
occasions he extended his bounty even to young boys, who 
before were not used to receive anything, until they arrived 
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at eleven years of age. He measured out also to the people 
supplies of corn, in times of scarcity, many times at a very low 
price, and sometimes freely; and doubled the number of the 
money tickets. 


42 

And that you may know he was a prince more concerned 
about thrift and wholesomeness than about popularity, he 
chided the people thus when they complained of the dearth and 
price of wine: "My son-in-law Agrippa has taken care that 
men should not thirft, by conveying plenty of water into the 
city.” Upon their demanding a gift which he had promised 
them, he answered: "I am a man of my word”, and he per- 
formed his promise. But when they sued for a gift that he had 
not promised, he issued a proclamation, taxing them with their 
effrontery, and assuring them that the favour would not be 
granted them, although he had intended it. 

With no less gravity and resolution, when upon a promise 
he had made of a donative, he found many slaves had been 
emancipated and enrolled among the citizens, he declared that 
no one should receive anything who was not included in the 
promise, and to all the reft he gave less than he had promised, 
in order that the amount he had set apart might be suflEcient. 
On one occasion, when there was great scarcity of corn, which 
it was difi&cult to remedy, he ordered expelled from the city 
the troops of slaves brought for sale, the gladiators belonging 
to the mafters of defence, and all foreigners, excepting phy- 
sicians and the teachers of the liberal sciences; even some of the 
domeftic slaves were likewise ordered to be dismissed. When 
the market began to mend, and food grew plentiful again, he 
wrote: “I was much inclined to abolish forever the practice of 
doling out corn, because the people presume upon it so much 
that they negledt to till their lands; but I did not persevere in 
my design, as I felt sure that the practice would some time or 
other be revived by some one ambitious of popular favour.” 
However, he so ordered the matter ever afterwards, that as 
much account was taken of husbandmen and traders as of the 
idle populace. 
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43 

In number, variety, and magnificence, the public shows 
which he exhibited surpassed all former examples. He writes 
himself that he treated the people with games upon his own 
account four-and-twenty times, and three-and-twenty times 
for such magistrates as were either absent, or not able to afford 
the expense. The performances took place sometimes in the 
different Streets of the city, and upon several Stages, by players 
in all languages. The same he did not only in the forum and 
amphitheatre, but in the circus likewise, and in the septa; and 
sometimes he exhibited only the hunting of wild beaSts. He 
entertained the people with wreStlers in the Campus Martius, 
where wooden seats were eredted for the purpose; and also with 
a naval fight, for which he excavated the ground near the 
Tiber, where there is now the grove of the Caesars. During 
these two entertainments, he Stationed guards in the city, leSl 
it might be endangered by robbers taking advantage of the 
small number of people left at home. In the circus he exhibited 
chariot and foot races, and combats with wild beaSls, in which 
the performers were often youths of the higheft rank. His 
favourite spedacle was the Trojan game, adted by a seledt 
number of boys, in parties different in age and Station: con- 
sidering that it was a pradtice both excellent in itself, and 
honoured by ancient cuStom, that the spirit of the young nobles 
should be displayed in such exercises. Caius Nonius Asprenas, 
who was lamed by a fall in this diversion, he rewarded with a 
gold collar and permitted both himself and his posterity to bear 
the surname of Torquatus. But soon afterwards he gave up the 
representation of such paStimes because Asinius Pollio, the 
orator, made a grievous and invidious complaint in the senate 
house, of the fall that yEserninus, his grandson, sustained, by 
which he had broken his leg. 

In the performance of his Stage plays and gladiatorial 
fights, he sometimes employed the gentlemen and knights of 
Rome; but only before the practice was prohibited by a decree 
of the senate. Afterwards, the only exhibition he made of that 
kind, was that of a young man named Lucius, born of a good 
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family, who was not quite two feet in height, and weighed 
only seventeen pounds, but possessed an exceeding great voice. 
During one of the fights of gladiators that he set forth, he 
brought in the Parthian homages, the firft ever sent to Rome 
from that nation, through the middle of the amphitheatre, and 
placed them in the second tier of seats above himself. His habit 
was likewise, on days when there were no public entertain- 
ments, if anything Grange or new were brought to Rome and 
worthy to be seen, to expose it to public view, in any place 
whatever. Among these sights were a rhinoceros in the Septa, 
a tiger upon a ^age, and a serpent fifty cubits long, in the 
Comitium. It happened that during the great Circensian games, 
which he performed because of a vow, that he fell sick, and 
was obliged to attend the Thensas reclining on a litter. Another 
time, in the games celebrated for the opening of the theatre of 
Marcellus, the joints of his curule chair happening to give way, 
he fell upon his back. And in the games exhibited by his grand- 
sons, when the people were in such great fear by reason of an 
alarm raised that the theatre was falling that all his eiforts to 
calm them failed, he moved from his place and sat down in 
that part of the theatre which was moft suspedted. 

44 

He reformed and regulated the confusion and disorder 
with which the spectators took their seats at the public games; 
a measure to which he was moved by the wrong done to a 
senator at Puteoli, who, entering a crowded theatre, found no 
one who would grant him room. Hereupon when a decree of 
the senate was procured by him, that in all public spectacles, the 
firil tier of benches should be left empty for the accommoda- 
tion of senators: he forbad even the ambassadors of free nations 
and allies of Rome to sit in the orche^ra, because he had found 
that some manumitted slaves were sometimes sent in embassage. 
He separated the soldiery from the reft of the people and as- 
signed to married plebeians their particular rows of seats. To 
the boys he assigned their own benches, and to their tutors the 
seats which were neareft it; ordering that none clothed in black 
should sit in the centre of the circle. As for women, he would 
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not allow them to be present at the combats of gladiators, 
except from the upper part of the theatre, although in times 
paft they had mingled freely with the reft of the spedtators. To 
the Veftal Virgins he granted a place apart from the reft within 
the theatre, opposite the pretor’s bench. But from the wreftler’s 
conflidts, he excluded the female sex entirely: so that in the 
games which he exhibited upon his accession to the office of 
high prieft, he deferred producing a pair of combatants which 
the people called for, until the next morning; and made proc- 
lamation that his will and pleasure was, “That no woman 
should come into the theatre before the fifth hour of the day.” 

45 A.u.c. 726 

For the moft part, he beheld the Circensian games himself 
from the upper rooms of the houses of his friends or freedmen, 
sometimes from the place appointed for the ftatues of the gods, 
and sitting in company with his wife and children. From these 
shows he would be absent many hours together and sometimes 
whole days: but not without firft having excused hi m s<^lf to 
the people and recommended subftitutes. But when present, he 
never attended to anything else, either to avoid the refledtions 
which he used to say were commonly made upon his uncle, 
Caesar, for perusing letters and memorials, and making rescripts 
during the spedtacles; or else from the real pleasure he felt in 
seeing such paftimes, and which he never dissimulated but often 
frankly professed. This he manifefted frequently by presenting 
honourary crowns and handsome rewards to the beft players, 
in the games exhibited by others; and he never was present at 
any performance of the Greeks, without rewarding the moft 
proficient, according to their merit. But moft of all, he loved 
to see the pugiliftic fights, especially those of the Latins, not 
only between combatants who had been trained scientifically 
whom he used often to match with the Greek champions, but 
even between mobs of the lower orders who fell together pell 
meU in the narrow ftreets, and though they had no skill at all 
in the art, yet could lay on luftily and offend their concurrents 
one way or another. In fine, he felt a warm intereft in all sorts 
of people -who contributed in any way to the success of the 
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public entertainments and showed them especial respedt and 
patronage. The privileges of the wrestlers he not only main- 
tained, but amplified. He prohibited combats of gladiators 
where no quarter was given. He deprived the magistrates of 
the power of chastising, or beating with rods, the Stage-players, 
which by an ancient law was allowed them at all times and in 
all places; reStriding their jurisdidtion entirely to the time of 
the plays and misdemeanours in the theatres. However, he 
would tolerate no slackness of the wreStlers and gladiators in 
their several matches, but exadted with the utmoSt rigour their 
greatest exertions. He went so far in restraining the licentious- 
ness of Stage-players, that upon discovering that Stephanio, a 
performer of the higheSt class, had a married woman with her 
hair cropped and dressed in boy’s clothes, to wait upon him at 
table, he ordered him to be whipped through all the three 
theatres, and then banished. Hylas, an adtor of pantomimes, 
upon a complaint againSt him by the pretor, he commanded to 
be scourged in the court of his own house, which, however, 
was open to the public. And Pylades he not only banished from 
the city but from Italy as well, for pointing with his finger at 
a spedtator by whom he was hissed, and turning the eyes of the 
audience upon him. 

46 

Having in this manner ordered the civil affairs of Rome, 
he augmented the population of Italy by planting in it no less 
than twenty-eight colonies, which he furnished with public 
works and maintained by revenues. In rights and privileges, he 
made it equal in some respedls to the city itself, by devising a 
new kind of suffrage which the principal officers and magi- 
strates of the colonies might take at home, and forward under 
seal to the city againSt the time of eledtions. To increase the 
number of persons of condition and of children among the 
lower ranks, he granted the petitions of all those who requested 
the honour of doing military service on horseback as knights, 
provided their demands were seconded by the recommendation 
of the town in which they lived; and when he visited the several 
diStridls of Italy, he distributed a thousand seSterces a head to 
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such of the lower class as could prove that they had sons 
or daughters. 

47 

As for those provinces which were more powerful than 
others, which could not with ease or safety be entrusted to the 
government of annual magistrates, he undertook the rule of 
them himself, distributing the reSt by lot among the proconsuls; 
but sometimes he made exchanges and frequently visited moSt 
of both Winds in person. Certain cities allied to Rome, but which 
by their great licentiousness were running headlong to de- 
struction, he deprived of their liberties. Others, which were 
deeply in debt, he eased, and rebuilt those that had been de- 
stroyed by earthquakes. To those that could produce any 
instance of their having deserved well of the Roman people, he 
presented the freedom of Latium, or even that of the city. 
There is not, I believe, a province except Africa and Sardinia, 
which he did not visit. After pursuing Sextus Pompeius into 
these provinces, he was indeed preparing to cross over from 
Sicily to them, but was deterred by continual and violent 
Storms; and afterwards there was no occasion or call for such 
a journey. 

48 

All those kingdoms which he had won by the right of 
conquest, with but few exceptions, he either restored to their 
former monarchs as in the case of Herod, or else beStowed upon 
aliens. Between kings in alliance with Rome he encouraged moSt 
intimate union, being always ready to promote or favour any 
proposal of marriage or friendship among them; and, indeed, 
treated them all with as much consideration as if they were 
members and parts of the empire. To those princes who were 
of tender age, or deranged in mind, he appointed guardians to 
have charge of them until they arrived at age or recovered their 
wits. The sons of many of them he brought up and educated 
with his own. 

49 

Of his military forces, he distributed the legions and aux- 
iliary troops throughout the several provinces. He Stationed a 
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fleet at Misenum, and another at Ravenna, for the prote<ftion 
of the Upper and Lower Seas. A certain number of the forces 
were selecfbed for a guard, partly of the city and in part of his 
own person; but he discharged the Spanish guard, which he 
retained about him till the fall of Antony; and also the 
Germans, whom he had among his guards, until the defeat of 
Varus. Yet he never permitted a greater force than three 
cohorts in the city, and had no pretorian camps. The reft he 
quartered in the neighbourhood of the neareft towns, in winter 
and summer camps. All the troops throughout the empire he 
reduced to one fixed form and proportion of wages and re- 
wards, determining these according to their rank in the army, 
the time they had served, and their private means; so that after 
their discharge they might not be tempted by age or want to 
join the agitators for a revolution. For the purpose of pro- 
viding a fund always ready to meet their pay and pensions, he 
appointed a military exchequer, and appropriated new taxes to 
that objed. In order to obtain the earlieft intelligence of what 
was passing in the provinces, he disposed along the road pofts, 
consifting at firft of young men ftationed at moderate diftances 
along the military roads, and afterwards of regular couriers 
with faft vehicles; which appeared to him the moft commodi- 
ous, because the persons who were the bearers of dispatches, 
written on the spot, might then be queftioned about the busi- 
ness, as occasion arose. 

50 

In sealing letters-patent, rescripts, or epiftles, he at firft 
used the figure of a sphinx, afterwards the head of Alexander 
the Great, and at laft, his own, engraved by the hand of Dio- 
scurides, a cunning lapidary and graver in precious ftones; 
which pradice was retained by the succeeding emperors. In 
all his missives his manner was to record precisely not merely 
the day but the exad time at which they were dispatched. 

51 

Of his clemency and affability, there are abundant and 
ftriking examples. For, not to reckon up how many and what 
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persons of the adverse fadion he pardoned, received into favour, 
and suffered to rise to the highest eminence in the State: he 
thought it sufficient to punish Junius Novatus and Cassius 
Patavinus, both plebeians, one of them with a fine and the other 
with an easy banishment, notwithstanding that Junius Novatus 
had published, in the name of young Agrippa, a moSt biting 
letter againSt him, and Cassius Patavinus had professed openly, 
and in broad terms, at a public feaSt, that he wanted neither 
courage nor inclination to Stab him. In the trial of ^milius 
.ffi^linaus, of Cordova, when, among other charges exhibited 
against him, it was particularly insisted upon that he used to 
calumniate Cassar, he turned round to the accuser, and said, 
with an air and tone of passion, “I wish you could make that 
appear; I shall let .filianus know that I also have a tongue, and 
shall speak sharper of him than he ever did of me.” Nor did 
he, either then or afterwards, make any further inquiry into 
the affair. Likewise, when Tiberius, in a letter, complained of 
the affront with great earnestness, he returned him an answer 
in the following terms: “Do not, my good Tiberius, on such 
occasion, follow and feed the humour of your age; nor take it 
too much to heart that one should speak ill of me; for it is 
enough, for us, if we can prevent any one from really doing 
us harm.” 

52 

Although he was well aware that it had been customary 
to decree temples in honour of the proconsuls, yet he would 
not permit them to be raised in any of the provinces, unless in 
the joint names of himself and of Rome. In the city itself, he 
declined this honour moSt resolutely; and he even melted down 
all the silver Statues which had been set up for him, and con- 
verted the whole into tripods which he consecrated to the 
Palatine Apollo. When the people importuned him to accept 
the dictatorship, he fell upon his knees, caSt his gown from off 
his shoulder, bared his breaSt, and besought them not to urge 
him further. 

53 

He always abhorred the title of Lord, as an ill-omened and 
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reproachful term. And when, in a play performed at the 
theatre, at which he was present, these words were pronounced, 
"O good and gracious Lord,” and the whole assembly, with 
great joy and applause, approved them as applied to him, he 
immediately checked their indecent flattery, by a gesture of 
the hand and a frowning countenance; and the next day he 
reproved them moft sharply by an edid ; neither would he ever 
afterwards suffer himself to be called Dominus, even by his 
own children or grandchildren, either in jed or in earned, and 
forbad them the use of all such extravagant expressions to one 
another. He rarely entered any city or town or departed from 
it, except in the evening or the night, to avoid giving any 
person the trouble of doing him honour by way of dutiful 
attendance. During his consulships, he commonly went about 
the dreets on foot; but at other times, rode in a close carriage. 
He admitted to court even plebeians, in common with people 
of the higher ranks; receiving the petitions of those who ap- 
proached him with so much affability, that he once rebuked a 
man merrily, because in presenting a supplication, he did it as 
timorously “as if he were offering a piece of money to an 
elephant.” On senate days, he used to pay his respeds to 
the conscript fathers only in the house, addressing them each 
by name as they sat, without any prompter; and on his de- 
parture, he bade each of them farewell, while they retained 
their seats. In the same manner, he maintained with many of 
them a condant interchange of kindnesses and civilities, giving 
them his company upon occasions of any particular fedivity 
in their families, until he was far advanced in years, and unable 
to withdand the press and throng of people at a wedding. 
When Callus Terrinius, a senator, though not one of his familiar 
acquaintance, had suddenly lod his sight, and thereupon pur- 
posed resolutely to darve himself to death, he visited him per- 
sonally, and by his consolatory admonitions diverted him from 
his design. 


54 

As he delivered a speech in the senate, one of the members 
said to him; "I did not underdand you,” and another, "I would 
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contradid you, could I do so with safety.” And when, upon 
occasions of excessive heat and altercation in the senate debates, 
he was about to quit the house in great disgud, some of them 
would arred him with these words: “Senators ought to have 
liberty to speak their minds concerning the commonweal.” 
Antidius Labeo, in the eledion of a new senate, when each, 
as he was named, chose another, nominated Marcus Lepidus, 
who had formerly been Augudus’s enemy, and was then in 
exile. And being asked by him, “Is there no other person more 
worthy?”, he returned this answer: “Every man has his own 
opinion.” Nor was anyone ever chadised for his free speech, 
although it was carried to the edge of insolence. 

55 

Even when some vicious libels againd him were cad abroad 
in the senate house, he was neither didurbed nor did he give 
himself much trouble to refute them. He negleded even to 
make inquiry concerning the authors; but only proposed that, 
from thenceforward, those who published libels or lampoons 
in a borrowed name againd any person, should be called to 
account. Furthermore, to deal with certain spiteful taunts 
which were designed to make him odious, he issued an edid 
againd them. And yet, he redrained the senate from passing 
an ad to curtail the liberties which were taken with others in 
people’s wills. 

56 

Whenever he was present at the eledion of magidrates he 
went round the tribes with the candidates of his nomination 
and begged the votes of the people in the cudomary way. He 
likewise gave his own vote in his tribe, as one of the people. He 
suffered himself willingly to be called as a witness upon trials, 
and not only to be interrogated, but cross-examined, with the 
utmod patience. In building his forum, he redrided himself 
as to site in order to avoid encroaching upon the neighbouring 
houses and compelling their owners to give up their property. 
He never recommended his sons to the people without the 
additional clause, “If they deserve it.” Upon an occasion when 
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the audience rose at their entrance into the theatre, although 
they were yet under age, and gave them applause in a landing 
position, he took it very ill and made complaint of the matter. 

He desired that his friends should be great and powerful 
in the ftate, but have no exclusive privileges, or be exempt from 
the laws which governed others. When Asprenas Nonius, an 
intimate friend of his, was accused by Cassius Severus of ad- 
mini^ering poison, and pleaded for himself at the bar, he asked 
counsel of the senate as to what they thought was his duty in 
the matter: "For I am in doubt” quoth he, “le^t, if I should 
appear as an advocate, I should seem to espouse a guilty cause; 
and if I do not, to forsake and prejudge a friend.” Whereupon, 
with the full consent of the senate, he took his seat among his 
advocates for several hours, but spoke never a word in com- 
mendation of his friend’s qualities, as the cuitom was in the 
trial of such cases. He likewise pleaded the causes of his clients; 
as on behalf of Scutarius, an old shieldbearer who had served 
him in the wars, and in whose behalf he spoke, when he was 
sued in an adion for slander. He never delivered from prose- 
cution any that were thus in trouble, except in a single indance, 
and that was the case of Cadritius who had given information 
of the conspiracy of Mursena; and that he did, oiJy by earnedly 
entreating the accuser, in open court, to drop his adion. 

57 

How much he was beloved for his worthy condud in all 
these matters, is easy to edimate. The decrees of the senate in his 
honour I pass over, as these may seem to have been wreded from 
them by policy or deference. The Roman knights voluntarily, 
and with one accord, always celebrated his birth for two days 
together; and all ranks of the people, yearly, upon a solemn 
vow they had n;Lade, threw a piece of money into the Curtian 
lake, as an offering for the preservation of his life and health. 
They likewise, on the calends (fird) of January, presented for 
his acceptance new-year’s gifts in the Capitol, though he was 
not present; out of which donations he purchased some codly 
images of the Gods, which he ereded in several dreets of the 
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dty: as that of Apollo Sandaliariiis, Jupiter Tragoedus, and 
others. For the rebuilding of his house on the Palatine hill, 
which was accidentally consumed by fire, the old soldiers, tl^ 
judges, the tribes, and even the people, contribut«i, according 
to the ability of each. However, he would touch only some 
CTnall portion out of the several sums colleded, and forbare to 
take from any one person more than a single denarius. Upon 
his return from any of the provinces, they acclaimed him not 
only with joyful and welcoming words, but also with songs. 
It is also said that as often as he entered the city the infiidion 
of punishment was suspended for the time. 

58 A.1..C.758 

The title of Father of His Country was presented to 
him by the whole body of the people, upon a sudden impulse, 
and with unanimous accord. It was offered to him firit at 
Antium, by a deputation from the people, and upon his setting 
aside the honour, they tendered it a second time at Rome, in 
a full theatre, when all were crowned with laurel. The senate 
soon afterwards followed their precedent, not in the wa)’^ of 
acclamation or decree, but by co mmis sioning M. Messala, in an 
unanimous vote, to compliment him with it in the following 
terms: "That which may be to the good and happiness of thee 
and thy house, O Csesar Augustus, (for in this wrise, we think, 
we pray likewise for perpetual felicity and prosperity to the 
commonwealth) , the senate, in accord with the people of Rome, 
do jointly salute thee by the name of Pater Patrias.” To this, 
Augu^us, with tears Ending in his eyes, made answer in these 
words (for I give them exadly, as I did those of Messala) : 
**Now that I have, mine honourable Lords, attained to the 
height of all my wishes, what remaineth else for me to crave 
of the Immortal Gods, but that I may carry with me this uni- 
versal affedion of yotirs unto my life’s end?” 

59 

To the physician Antonius Musa, a freedman, who had 
cured him of a dangerous illness, they ereded a ^tue near that 
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of yEsculapius, by a general subscription. Some heads of families 
ordered in their wills that their heirs should lead vidims to the 
Capitol, with a tablet carried before them, and pay their vows, 
"because Augudus dill survived.” Certain cities of Italy ap- 
pointed the day of his fird visit to be the beg inning of their 
year. And mod of the provinces, besides ereding temples and 
altars, indituted games to be celebrated in his honour every 
five years. 

60 

The kings, his friends and allies, built cities in their several 
kingdoms, to which they gave the name of Cassarea; and all 
with one consent resolved to finish, at their common expense, 
the temple of Jupiter Olympius; at Athens, which had been 
begun long before, and to dedicate it to his Genius. And many 
times, these princes left their realms, laying aside their crowns 
and royal ornaments, and in the habit and manner of devoted 
clients, attended and paid their respeds to him daily; not at 
Rome only, but also when he was travelling through the 
provinces. 

6 1 A.u.c. 711-745; 

Having related what his public carriage was in civil and 
military matters, together with his management and adminis- 
tration of the empire, both in war and in peace: I shall now 
describe his private and domedic life, his habits at home and 
among his friends and dependants, from his youth to the day 
of his death. He lod his mother in his fird consulship, and his 
sider Odavia, when he was in the fifty-fourth year of his age. 
And as he had shown them while living the greated kindness 
and afFedion, so when they were dead, he did them the greated 
honours he possibly could. 

6 z A.U.C.715 

He had espoused when very young the daughter of Publius 
Servilius Isauricus; but upon his reconciliation with Antony 
after their fird discord, the armies on both sides demanding a 
family alliance between them, he took to wife Antony’s step- 
daughter, Claudia, the daughter of Fulvia by Publius Claudius, 
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who was a very young damsel, and scarcely marriageable; and 
upon some disagreement with Fulvia, his wife’s mother, he put 
her away, as yet untouched and a virgin. Soon afterwards, he 
wedde;^ ^ribonia, who had before been married twice, each 
timp to a man of consular rank, one of whom was Scipio, the 
father of CorneHa, the other being unknown; and she was a 
mother by one of them. This wife also he divorced, not able 
to endure, as he himself writes, the perverseness of her temper; 
and forthwith he took from Tiberius Nero, Livia Drusilla, his 
lawful wife, who was then with child; and her he loved entirely 
to the very end. 

63 

By Scribonia he had a daughter named JuUa, but by Livia 
he had no issue, although he ardently desired it. She did, indeed, 
conceive once, but miscarried, and the infant was born before 
its time. Julia he gave in marriage to Marcellus, the son of 
his siiler Odtavia, although he had juft emerged from child- 
hood. When Marcellus died, he beftowed her on Marcus 
Agrippa, having by entreaty persuaded his sifter to yield her 
son-in-law to his wishes; for at that time Agrippa was married 
to one of the Marcellas, and had children by her. When Agrippa 
died also, he caft about for a suitable union a long time, even 
considering some of the equeftrian order, and at laft chose for 
her his wife’s son, Tiberius, whom he forced to put away a 
former wife then with child, and by whom he had been a fadier 
already. Mark Antony writes, "That he firft affianced Julia 
to his son, and afterwards to Cotiso, king of the Getae, de- 
manding at the same time the king’s daughter in marriage for 
himself.” 

64 

By Agrippa and Julia he had three grandsons, namely 
Gains, Lucius, and Agrippa; and two granddaughters, Julia and 
Agrippina. Julia he beftowed in marriage upon Lucius Paulus, 
the censor’s son, and Agrippina to Germanicus, his sifter’s 
grandson. Gains and Lucius he adopted at home by the cere- 
mony of purchase from their father, advanced them, while yet 
very young, to offices in the ftate, and when they were consuls- 
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eled, sent them to visit the provinces and armies. His daughter 
and grand-daughters, he brought up in the knowledge of 
domedic arts, even of spinning; and forbad them to say or do 
anything otherwise than openly before the family, that it might 
be set down in their day-books. He so dridly prohibited them 
from all converse with Grangers, that he once wrote to Lucius 
Vinicius, a handsome young man of a good family, charging 
him with having passed the boundaries of modedy, in making 
a visit to his daughter at Baiae. His grandsons he taught him- 
self, for the mod part, in reading, writing, swimming, and other 
rudiments of knowledge; and he laboured for nothing more 
than to perfect them in the imitation of his hand- writing. He 
never supped but he had them sitting at the foot of his couch; 
nor ever went upon a journey but with them in a chariot before 
him, or riding at his side. 

But as joyous and confident as he was in regard to his 
numerous family and the discipline of his house, fortune failed 
him in the proof of all. The two Julias, his daughter and grand- 
daughter, abandoned themselves to such excesses of lewdness 
and dishonedy that he banished them both. Caius and Lucius 
both, he lod in the space of eighteen months, the fird dying 
in Lycia, and the second at Marseilles. His third grandson 
Agrippa, with his depson Tiberius, he adopted in the forum, 
by a law passed for the purpose by the sedtions; but he soon 
afterwards discarded Agrippa for his base disposition and un- 
ruly temper, and confined him at Surrentum. He bore the 
death of his relations with more patience than he did their dis- 
graceful condudt. For, although he was not extremely cad 
down by the loss of Caius and Lucius, in the case of his daughter 
and her shameful pranks, he dated the fads to the senate in 
a message read to them by the quedor, he not having the heart 
to be present himself; and indeed, he absented himself for a 
long time, for very shame, and had thoughts of putting her to 
death. It is certain that when one Phoebe, a freedwoman and 
one cognizant of Julia’s naughtiness, hanged herself about the 
same time, he said: 'T had rather be the father of Phoebe than 
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of Julia.” In her banishment he would not allow her the use 
of wine, nor any delicate adornment of the body; neither would 
he permit any man, slave or free, to have access to her with- 
out his permission, and having received an exad account of his 
age, Mature, colour, and even the marks or scars he had about 
him. After five years, he removed her from the island where 
she was confined, to the continent and treated her with less 
harshness, but could never be prevailed upon to call her home 
again. When the Roman people besought him earnestly on her 
behalf several times, all the reply he gave was: “I wish you had 
all such daughters and wives as she.” He likewise forbad that 
the child, of which his granddaughter Julia was delivered 
after she was condemned, to be either owned as a relation or 
brought up. 

His grandson Agrippa, who was equally intradable and 
whose folly increased, instead of modifying, every day, was 
transported from Surrentum to the island Planasia, and placed 
under a guard of soldiers. He provided also, by an ad of the 
senate, that he should be confined there for life. And when 
any mention was made of him or the two Julias, he would 
quote, with a heavy sigh, 

"Would I were wifeless, or had childless died!’* 

66 A.u.c. 714-728 

He did not easily or quickly form friendship with any 
person, but maintained them with great constancy; not only 
honouring the virtues and merits of his friends as they deserved, 
but bearing likewise with their faults and vices provided they 
did not overpower the good in them. Among all his friends 
there is hardly to be found one who fell into disgrace with him, 
except Salvidienus Rufus, whom he raised to the consulship, 
and Cornelius Callus, whom he made prefecSt of Egypt; both 
of them men of the lowest origin. One of these, who engaged 
secretly in plotting sedition in the State, he delivered over to 
the senate for condemnation; and the other, on account of his 
ungrateful and malicious temper, he forbad his house, and his 
living in any of the provinces. But when Callus, being de- 
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nounced by his accusers, and sentenced by the senate, was 
driven to shorten his own life, AuguAus commended, indeed, 
the attachment to his person of those who manife^ed so much 
indignation; but for Callus’s sake he wept, and complained of 
his own hard fortune, in that he alone might not be angry with 
his friends, or resent their miscondud in such a matmer as he 
would wish. All the red of his favourites flourished in power 
and wealth to the end of their Kves, in the higheft ranks of 
their several orders, notwithdanding occasional malcontent. 
For, not to mention others, he sometimes found a want of 
patience in M. Agrippa, and a tendency in Mecaenas to babble; 
the flrd having thrown up all his employments and retired to 
Mitylene, on suspicion of some slight coolness, and from jealousy 
that Marcellus received greater marks of favour; and the second 
having revealed to his wife Terentia the secret of the detedion 
of Muraena’s conspiracy. 

He likewise required of his friends, at their deaths as well 
as during their lives, some proofs of mutual attachment. For 
although he would never lie in wait to catch at inheritances, 
and in fad would never accept any legacy left him by a 
dranger, yet he weighed in a sober way the lad words of his 
friends; and could never dissemble his grief if, in their wills, 
they made but a slight, or no very honourable mention, of him; 
nor his joy, if they remembered him thankfully and with love. 
And whatever legacies or shares of their property were left to 
him by such as were parents, he xised to hand them over to their 
children; or if they were in their minority, to redore all to 
them, with intered, upon the day of their assuming their virile 
gowns, or of their marriage. 

67 

As a patron to his freedmen and a mader to his servants, 
his attitude in general was gracious and gentle; although upon 
occasion he was known to show severity. Many of his freed- 
men he honoured with pods of great dignity and importance, 
as Licinus, Enceladus, and others. And when his slave, Cosmus, 
spoke bitterly of him, he chadised him no further than by 
hanging a pair of fetters at his heels; as for Diomedes, his 
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fteward, who, while walking with him and seeing a wild boar 
suddenly bearing down upon them, for very fear put his master 
between himself and the beaft, he imputed to him timidity, 
rather than a breach of duty; and although it occasioned no 
small peril, yet he turned it into a jeft, because there was no 
malice in his steward’s condud. Nevertheless, he put to death 
Procillus, one of his moft favoured freedmen, for maintaining 
disorderly relations with other mens’ wives. He broke the legs 
of his secretary, Thallus, for taking a bribe of 500 denarii to 
discover the contents of one of his letters. The tutor and other 
servants in attendance upon his son, Caius, who, taking ad- 
vantage of his sickness and death, bore themselves with insolence 
and rapacity in the province he governed, he caused to be 
thrown headlong into a river, with heavy weights tied about 
their necks. 

68 

In the prime of his youth he incurred suspicion upon 
sundry occasions of leading a vicious and wanton life. Sextus 
Pompey railed at him as an effeminate person. Mark Antony 
laid to his charge that he earned his adoption from his imcle 
by suffering the immoral use of his body. Lucius Antony, 
brother of Mark, likewise accuses him, firft of having prosti- 
tuted himself for Caesar, and afterwards of having yielded to 
Aulus Hirtius in Spain in the same manner, for a consideration 
of three hundred thousand seSterces; adding, also, that he was 
wont to singe his legs with burnt nutshells so that the hair 
might grow in softer. Nay, the whole concourse of the people, 
at some public exhibition in the theatre, construed to his re- 
proach, with great applause, this sentence, recited in allusion 
to the Gallic prieSt of the mother of the gods, beating a drum: 

Videsne ut cintedus orbem digito temperet! 

See with his orb the wanton’s finger play! 


69 

That he was an adulterer upon many occasions even his 
friends did not deny; but they offer in excuse for it, that he 
did not adt thus through luSl but from policy, that he might 
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more easily deted: the plots and plans of his adversaries, by 
means of intimate converse with their wives. Mark Antony 
objeded, not only to his over-haSty marriage with Livia, but to 
his having taken the wife of a man of consular rank, under his 
very eyes, away from the table to his own bedchamber, from 
which he brought her again to the entertainment, with her 
hair all ruffled and her ears glowing red; also that he put away 
Scribonia, because she resented too openly the great ascendancy 
which one of his mistresses had obtained over him; that his 
friends were employed as procurers for him, in which capacity 
they examined, in the nude, the persons of both matrons and 
ripe virgins, in the same manner as if Thoranius, the slave- 
dealer, had them under sale. And before they came to an open 
break, he writes to him in a familiar manner, thus: “Why are 
you changed towards me? Because I lie with a queen — ^who is 
my wife? And is this the firSt time? Have I not done so for 
these nine years? Alas, good sir, you that would have me in 
company only with Ocftavia, my wife, tell me true: do you, for 
your part, know none other women but Drucilla? May health 
and happiness attend you, as when you shall read this letter 
you be not in dalliance with Tertulla, Terentilla, Rufilla, or 
Salvia Titiscenia, or all of them. What matters it to you where, 
or upon whom, you spend your manly vigour?” 

70 

There was much talk abroad of a certain supper which 
he gave, commonly called the Supper of the Twelve Gods, at 
which the gueAs were dressed in the garb of gods and goddesses, 
and he himself personated Apollo; this was imputed to him not 
only by Antony in his letters, who likewise names with reproach 
all the parties concerned, but in these verses, of unknown 
authorship, which were familiar to all men: 

When Mallia late beheld, in mingled train. 

Twelve mortals ape twelve deities in vain; 

Ccesar assumed what was Apollo’s due. 

And wine and luit inflamed the motley crew. . i ; 

At the foul sight the gods avert their eyes. 

And from his throne great Jove indignant flies. 
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The ill fame of this banquet was heightened by the great 
dearth and famine at that time in Rome. The very next day 
a great cry was set up by the people, “that the gods had eaten 
up all the corn; and that Cassar was indeed Apollo, but Apollo 
the Tormentor:” under which title that god was worshipped 
in some parts of the city. Furthermore, he was taxed with 
greed as to pretentious furniture and coftly Corinthian vessels, 
and also with being addided to dice play. For, in the time 
of the proscription, there was written upon his datue: 

Pater argentarm, ego Corinthiarms; 

My father was a silversmith, my dealings are in brass; 

because it was believed that he had put some persons upon the 
lift of the proscribed only to obtain their Corinthian vessels. 
And afterwards, in the Sicilian war, this epigram of him went 
abroad: 

Twice having loSI a fleet in luckless fight, 

To win at lait, he games both day and night. 


71 

These criminal imputations or malicious slanders (I know 
not which) , concerning the unnatural filthiness aforementioned, 
he checked and refuted very easily by the chaftity of his life, 
at the very time the talk was current, as well as ever after- 
wards. His demeanour likewise cancelled the charge of his in- 
dulgence in extravagant and sumptuous furniture; for, upon 
the taking of Alexandria, he retained for himself out of all the 
king’s household ftuflf and rich implements, nothing more than 
one porcelain cup, and soon afterwards melted down all the 
vessels of gold, even such as were intended for common use. His 
amorous wantoimess never abated one whit, however, and it is 
reported that he gave himself overmuch to the deflowering of 
young maidens, which were procured for him from all places, 
even by his own wife. It is thought that he was discovered with 
one of these vidtims in flagrante delidto by the poet Ovid 
who was subsequently banished because of the embarrassing 
knowledge upon which he had blundered. Auguftus had for 
many years affefted a decency of behaviour, and he would, there- 
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fore, naturally be not a little disconcerted at the unseasonable 
intrusion of the poet. That Ovid had not expedted to find 
Augustus in the place was beyond que^ion; and the character 
of Ovid might have sugge^ed to Augustus that the poet had 
sought out the room for some dalliance on his own accoimt. 
From his own acknowledgment, Ovid’s purpose seems to have 
been not wholly free from blame, for one of his verses contains 
this couplet: 

I know I cannot wholly be defended, 

Yet plead ‘twas chance, no ill was then intended. 

As for the rumours that ran of his dice-playing, he paid no 
attention to them; and he played in public, but purely for 
pleasure, even when he was well advanced in years; and not 
only in the month of December, wherein the feaA Saturnalia 
was kept, and much liberty tolerated of gaming, feafting and 
revelling, but upon all days, whether festivals or not. There 
can be no doubt as to this, for in a certain letter written with 
his own hand, he says: "I supped, my dear Tiberius, with the 
same men: there came moreover to bear us company, Vinicius, 
and Silvius the father. We gamed at supper Uke old fellows, 
both yeAerday and today. And as any one threw upon the tali 
aces or sixes, he put down for every talus a denarius; all which 
was gained by him who threw a Venus.” At another time he 
wrote: “We lived full merrily, my Tiberius, during the feait 
of Minerva: for we played every day, and kept the gaming 
table warm. Your brother played his hand with many shouts 
and outcries over his ill luck; but in the end he loft not much, 
for little by little he recovered beyond his expeftations. I, for 
my part, loft twenty thousand sefterces; but then I was over- 
liberal in my play, as my manner is; for had I insifted upon the 
ftakes which I declined, or kept what I gave away, I should 
have won about fifty thousand. But this I like better: for the 
fame of my bounty exalts me into celeftial glory.” In a letter 
to his daughter, he writes: "I have sent you two hundred and 
fifty denarii, which I gave to every one of my guefts, in case 
they were inclined at supper to divert themselves with the Tali, 
or at the game of Even-or-Odd.” 
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In other matters, it appears that he was moderate in his 
habits, and without suspicion of any kind of vice. He lived at 
firft near the Roman forum, above the Ring-maker’s Stairs, in 
a house which had once been occupied by Calvus the orator. 
He afterwards moved to the Palatine Hill, where he occupied 
a small house, belonging to Hortensius, which was in no way 
striking either for spaciousness or adornment; the piazzas being 
but small, the pillars of Alban ^tone, and the rooms without 
anything of marble or fine paving. He continued to use the 
same bedchamber, both winter and summer, during forty years, 
for though he was conscious that the city did not accord with 
his health in the winter, he nevertheless Aayed there constantly 
during that season. If at any time he wished to do anything 
secretly, and without interruption, he used a special room at 
the top of his house, which he called his Syracuse or Cabinet of 
Arts; or he went to some villa belonging to his freedmen near 
the city. But when he was indisposed, he commonly took up 
his residence in the house of Mecaenas. Of all the places of 
retirement from the City, he frequented moSt those upon the 
sea coaSt, and the islands of Campania, such as Baiac, and the 
islands of Ischia, Procida, Capri, and others; or the towns 
nearest the City, such as Lanuvimn, PraineSte, and Tibur, where 
he frequently would sit for the administration of justice, in 
the porticos of the temple of Hercules. He disliked greatly large 
and sumptuous palaces; and some which had been raised at a 
vast expense by his granddaughter, Julia, he tore down; his 
own, which were small in size, he adorned not so much with 
Statues and pidures, as with walks and groves, and things which 
were curious either for their antiquity or rarity; such as, at 
Capri, the huge limbs of sea monSters and wild beaSts, which 
some affedt to call the bones of giants; and also the arms of 
ancient heroes. 

75 

His simplicity in the matter of furniture and household 
StufF appears even at this day from some beds and tables Still 
remaining, moSt of which are scarcely elegant enough to satisfy 
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the tafte of a private citizen. Neither did he sleep, some say, 
upon a bed raised high and swelling with down, but upon a 
low cot, meanly spread. He seldom wore any apparel but what 
was made of common cloth, within his own house, by his wife, 
siAer, daughter, and granddaughters. His togas were neither 
full nor scanty; and his senator’s border neither overbroad nor 
narrow. His shoes were raised somewhat underneath that he 
might seem taller than he was. His raiment and shoes he had 
at all times laid in readiness in his bed chamber for any sudden 
or unlooked-for occasions. 


74 

He feasted daily, and never otherwise than with guefts, 
whom he chose very carefully, however, with due respedt to 
rank and charader. Valerius Messala tells us that he never 
entertained any of his freedmen at table, except Menas, who 
was granted the privilege of citizenship for betraying Pompey’s 
fleet. He himself writes that he invited to his table a person 
in whose villa he lodged, and who had once been employed by 
him as a spy. He sometimes came very late to table, and left 
early; on these occasions his guefts would begin supper before 
he sat down, and continue sitting after he was gone. His 
suppers consisted of three dishes, or at mod only six; but if he 
entertained his gueds in no very sumptuous manner, yet his 
kindness and couTtesy were very fine. For he would rally those 
who were silent, or spoke softly to their neighbours, and draw 
them into the general discourse; and he even introduced 
bufEoons and dage players, and sometimes low performers from 
the circus, and very often itinerant humourids, to delight 
the company. 
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Fedivals and holidays he usually celebrated at great ex- 
pense, but sometimes with merriment and sport only. In the 
Saturnalia, and at other times when it pleased him, he dis- 
tributed to his company clothes, gold and silver; sometimes 
coins of all damps, even old pieces current in the time of the 
ancient kings of Rome and of foreign countries; sometimes 
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nothing but towels, sponges, rakes, and tweezers, and other 
articles of that kind, to which were appended tickets having 
an obscure or double meaning, the humour of which was de- 
rived from the use to which these articles were applied. He 
used likewise to sell by lot among his guests articles of which 
the value was moft unequal, as well as pictures exposed on the 
wrong side, and so, by the uncertainty of the lot, disappoint 
or gratify the hope of the purchasers. This sort of traffic passed 
through the whole company, every one being obliged to buy 
something, and to run the chance of loss or gain in common 
with the others. 
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His diet (for I may not pass over so much as this) was 
very plain and scanty. His appetite favoured coarse bread, small 
fishes, new cheese made of cow’s milk and pressed with the hand 
rather than in the cheese-press, so that it remained soft; and 
green figs, especially of that kind which bear fruit twice a 
year. His habit was to eat when and where he liked, without 
waiting for supper. These passages, taken from his own letters, 
bear out this report: “I ate a little bread and some small dates, 
in my carriage.” Again: "In returning home from the palace 
in my litter, I ate an ounce of bread, and a few raisins.” And 
once more: "No Jew, my Tiberius, ever observed a more ftridt 
faft upon the Sabbath, than I have this day; for while in the 
bath, and after the fir^t hour of the night, I ate only two 
biscuits, before I began to be rubbed with oil.” (From which 
it will be seen that his observation was at fault in the case of 
Jews, who assuredly do not fait upon the Sabbath.) Due to 
this great indifference about his diet, he used sometimes to take 
his supper alone, either before his gueits were seated at table, 
or after they had departed, and would then eat nothing at all 
when the feait was served. 
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He was by nature a very slight drinker of wine. Cornelius 
Nepos says that he used to drink only three times at supper in 
the camp at Modena; and when he drank the moit, it was never 
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more than a pint, for, if he went beyond, his Aomach revolted, 
lie delighted moft in Rhxtian wine, but seldom ever drank any 
in the day-time. Initead of d rinkin g, he used to take a piece 
of bread dipped in cold water, or a slice of cucumber, some 
leaves of lettuce, or a green, sharp, juicy apple. 
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After his light noonday repait, he used to take his repose, 
dressed as he was and with his shoes on, his feet stretched out, 
and holding his hand before his eyes. After supper he retired 
to his itudy, a small closet, where he sat late, until he had put 
down in his diary all or moit of the remaining affairs of the 
day, which he had not before recorded. He would then go to 
bed, but never slept above seven hours at the moft, and that not 
without interruption, for he would wake three or four times 
during that period; and if he could not again fall asleep, as 
sometimes happened, he summoned one to read or tell him 
Tories, until he became drowsy, and then his sleep was usually 
protraded till after day-break. He would never lie awake in 
the dark without someone sitting by him. Very early rising 
was apt to disagree with him; and if he was obliged to rise be- 
times, for any civil or religious occasion, in order to guard his 
own good health he used to day at the house of some friend 
near the spot where the event was to take place. And as he 
was being carried through the dreets, if a fit of drowsiness over- 
came him, he would have his litter set down while he indulged 
in a few moments’ slumber. 
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In person he was well favoured and charming, and these 
qualities marked him at all dages of his life. Yet he was negli- 
gent in his dress, and so careless about the grooming of his hair 
that he usually had it done in great hade, by several barbers at 
a time, such as might be available, it mattered not whom; and 
one clipped, while another shaved his beard, during which time 
he either read or wrote, and attended not at all to the ceremony. 
His visage, whether he spoke or held his peace, was so mild. 
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so pleasant, and lightsome, that one of the nobles of Gaul con- 
fessed to his countrymen that he was so ftruck by it as to be 
checked from throwing him down a precipice, in his passage 
over the Alps, after he had gained admittance to his presence 
under colour of a conference, for that very purpose. He also 
had very clear and shining eyes, wherein (as he was willing to 
have men believe) there shone a kind of divine vigour; and he 
was much pleased, when he looked fteadfaftly at people, if they 
dropped their lids, as if from the brightness of the sun. But 
in his old age, he could not see very well with the left eye. His 
teeth were thin set, small and scaly, his hair somewhat curled, 
and of a light yellow colour. Jiis eyebrows came together, his 
ears were small, and his nose aquiline. His complexion was 
betwixt brown and fair; and his Mature is said to have been 
short; yet Julius Marathus, his freedman, says he was five feet 
and nine inches in height. But although he seemed short when 
compared with some taller person landing beside him, this low 
Mature was not ordinarily observable because of the admirable 
proportion of his limbs. 
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His body, by report, came into the world with many spots 
upon the breait and belly, dispersed in the manner, order, and 
number of the ftars in the conftellation of the Bear; he had 
besides several callosities resembling scars, occasioned by an 
itching in his body, and the con^ant and forcible use of the 
ftrigil in being rubbed. He had a weakness in his left hip, thigh, 
and leg, insomuch that he often halted on that side; but he was 
greatly eased by the use of a certain remedy of sand and reeds. 
Also, the forefinger of his right hand was sometimes found so 
weak, that when it was benumbed and contracted with cold, 
he was driven to use a circular piece of horn to strengthen it 
for writing. He complained also of trouble with his bladder, 
but upon voiding some Stones in his urine, he was relieved of 
that pain. 
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All his life he experienced at certain times dangerous fits 
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of sickness, especially after the conquest of Cantabria; when, 
his liver being injured by a defluxion upon it, he was thrown 
into such great discomfort that he was obliged to undergo a 
desperate and doubtful method of cure: for warm applications 
having no effed:, his physician Antonius Musa, recommended 
the use of cold. He was also subjed to maladies which recurred 
at certain times every year. About his birthday (Sept, aist) 
he was commonly a little indisposed, and likewise in the be- 
ginning of the spring, when he was attacked with an inflation 
of the midriff and when the wind was southerly, he suffered 
from a cold in his head. By all these troubles, his conditution 
was so weakened that he could not easily bear either heat or cold. 

82 A.u.c. 710 

In winter, he went clad againd the cold in a thick toga, 
four tunics, a shirt, a flannel domacher, and swathings upon 
his legs and thighs. During the summer, he lay with the doors 
of his bedchamber open, and frequently in a piazza, refreshed 
by a bubbling fountain, and a fan manipulated by a servant. 
He could not endure even the winter’s sun, and at home he 
never walked in the open air without a broad-brimmed hat on 
his head. He usually travelled in a litter, and by night; and so 
slowly, that if he went from Rome to Parenede or Tibur, he 
made two days’ journey of it. If he could reach any place either 
by land or sea, he preferred to sail thither. He drove valiantly 
to preserve his health againd his many infirmities, avoiding 
chiefly the free use of the bath; but he was often rubbed with 
oil, and sweated in a dove; after which he was washed with 
tepid water, warmed either by a fire, or by being exposed to 
the heat of the sun. When, on account of his nerves, he had 
recourse to sea water, or the waters of Albula, (which, danding 
upon a vein of brimdone, were naturally hot) , he contented 
hims elf with sitting over a wooden tub, which he called by a 
Spanish name Dureta, and plunging his hands and feet in the 
water by turns. 
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Riding and other military exercises in the Campus Martius 
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he gave up immediately after the civil wars, and took to playing 
at handball or football. But soon afterwards he used no other 
exercise than that of going abroad in his litter, or walking; 
towards the end of his walk, he would run leaping, wrapped 
up in a short cloak or cape. For his recreation, he would some- 
times angle, or play with dice, pebbles or nuts, with little boys 
collected from various countries, all that were lovely and ami- 
able of person, and could prattle charmingly; he particularly 
favoured Moors and Syrians for these graces. But dwarfs, and 
such as were misshapen in any way, or deformed, he abhorred, 
as being the very mockeries of nature’s work, and of unlucky 
presage. 
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Eloquence and other liberal arts he exercised from his 
childhood with great diligence. During the war of Modena, 
notwithstanding the weighty aifairs which occupied him, he 
is said to have read, written, and declaimed every day. He never 
addressed the senate, the people, or the army, but in a premedi- 
tated speech, though he did not lack the gift of speaking 
extempore when the occasion arose. And left his memory 
should fail him, or that he might spend too much time in 
learning by rote, he was wont to recite his written speeches. 
In his discourse with individuals, and even with his wife Livia, 
he never spoke without firft having put down in writing all 
he wished to say, if the subjed were important, so that he 
might say neither more nor less than was needful. He enunci- 
ated in a sweet and peculiar tone, which he acquired by the 
help of a mafter of elocution. But when he had a cold, he 
sometimes delivered his orations to the people by the mouth 
of a herald. 
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He made many compositions in prose on various topics, 
some of which he read in a meeting of his friends, as to an 
auditory. Among these was his "Rescript to Brutus respecting 
Cato.” Moft of the pages he read himself, although weakened 
by old age; but becoming fatigued, he gave the reft to Tiberius 
to finish. He likewise read over to his friends his "Exhortations 
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to Philosophy,” and the "History of His Own Life”, which he 
continued in thirteen books, as far as the Cantabrian war, but 
no further. He dealt in poetry only superficially. There is 
extant one book by him written in hexameter verse, of which 
both the subjed and title is "Sicily.” There is also a book of 
Epigrams, no larger than the lad, which he composed almod 
entirely while he was in the bath. These are all his poetical 
works; for, though he began a tragedy (called "Ajax”) with 
great zeal, when he could not fashion his dyle to suit his tade, 
he obliterated the whole piece. And when some of his friends 
asked him, "How fared Ajax?”, he answered pleasantly, “My 
Ajax has fallen upon a sponge”, alluding to the circumdance 
that Ajax, in Sophocles’ tragedy, fell upon his sword. 
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The eloquence that he cultivated was of a chade and 
elegant kind, for he avoided extravagant and rough expressions, 
as well as all words of an archaic and obscure import, which he 
called offensive. He took especial care to express his mind with 
clearness and simplicity; the better to efied this, and so that he 
might not perplex or retard the reader or hearer, he did not 
hesitate to add prepositions to verbs, or to reiterate his con- 
jundions; the omission of which breeds some obscurity, though 
yielding a better grace. Those that afFeded newly-made words, 
as well as those who used obsolete ones, he disliked and rejeded 
as equally faulty, though in different ways. On this subjed 
he resorted sometimes to jed, particularly with his friend 
Mecainas, whose myrrh-scented dyle, (for these were his very 
words) he heartily loathed, and ridiculed by way of imitation. 
Nor did he spare Tiberius for searching out old words which 
were obscure and fantadic. Mark Antony he rated insane for 
writing that which men may rather wonder at, than under- 
dand, and mocking at his lewd and incondant tade in the 
choice of words, he writes to him thus: "And are you yet in 
doubt, whether Cimber Annius or Veranius Flaccus be more 
proper for your imitation? Whether you will adopt words 
which Salludius Crispus has borrowed from the 'Origines’ of 
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Cato? Or do you think that the rolling tongue of Asiatic 
orators, full of vain words, and void of pithy sentences, is fit 
to be transfused into our language?” And in a letter where 
he praises the ready wit of his granddaughter, Agrippina, he 
says; "But you muft take pains that neither in writing nor in 
speaking, you become aflfeded and odious.” 

87 

In ordinary daily conversation, he had certain significant 
expressions of which he made frequent use, as is shown from 
letters written in his own hand; in which, now and then, when 
he means to imply that some persons would never pay their 
debts, he said “They will pay at the Greek Calends.” And when 
he exhorted men to bear patiently the present ilate of affairs, 
whatever it was, he said: “Let us be content with our Cato.” 
To describe anything done expeditiously, he said; “It was 
sooner done than asparagus is boiled.” He conftantly puts 
baceolus for Stultus, pullejaceus for pullus, vacerrosus for cerri- 
tus, vapide se habere for male, and betizare for languere, which 
is commonly called lachanizare. Likewise simus for sumus, 
domos for domtis in the genitive singular. With respect to 
the lait two peculiarities, left any person should imagine that 
they were only errors, and not cuftomary with him, he never 
varies. I have also observed, especially in his manuscripts, that 
he never divides a word, so as to carry the letters which cannot 
be inserted at the end of a line to the next, but puts them 
below the other, enclosed by a bracket. 
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He did not observe meticulously the precise rules of or- 
thography set down by grammarians, but seems to have 
followed rather the opinion of those who think that men should 
write as they speak. For, if he oftentimes exchanges or leaves 
out entirely, not letters only but also syllables, that is a common 
error among men. Neither should I have noted it at all, but that 
it appears Grange to me that any person should have told 
us that he subAituted another officer for a certain consular 
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lieutenant of a province, whom he put down as a rude and 
illiterate fellow, because he had observed that he wrote ixi for 
ipsi. When he had occasion to write in cipher, he put b for a, 
c for b, and so forth; and for x, aa. 
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Nor was he less in love with the Audy of Greek literature, 
in which he excelled, having had Apollodorus of Pergamus for 
his professor in rhetoric; whom, being now very aged, he took 
with him from the City to Apollonia, while he was himself 
very young. Afterwards, when he was well intruded in phil- 
ology by Sephasrus, he received into his family Areus the phil- 
osopher, and his sons Dionysius and Nicanor; yet he never 
could speak readily in the Greek tongue, nor dared he attempt 
to compose in it. For if the need arose for him to express him- 
self in that language, he drew up what he had to say in Latin, 
and gave it to another to be translated. He was not unac- 
quainted with the poetry of the Greeks, and he took delight 
in the ancient comedy which he frequently exhibited upon the 
itage, in his public solemnities. In reading the Greek and Latin 
authors, he sought after nothing so much as wholesome pre- 
cepts and examples, which served for public or private use; and 
those he used to reproduce word for word, and give to his 
servants, or else send them to the commanders of the armies, 
the governors of the provinces, or the magistrates of the City, 
when any of them seemed to need admonition. Moreover, he 
read whole books to the senate, and often made them known 
to the people by his edi(fts; such as the orations of Quintus 
Metellus “for the Encouragement of Marriage,” and those of 
Rutilius “On the Style of Building;” his objedl being to show 
them that he was not the firSt to concern himself with these 
matters, but that their forefathers likewise had a regard for 
them. The men of wit who flourished in his time he cherished 
in every way he could. He listened with courtesy and patience 
while they read their compositions before him; not only poetry 
and history, but also orations and dialogues. However, he was 
offended if anything were written of himself, unless it were 
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done in a grave manner, and by men of the highest quality; 
and he charged the pretors not to suffer his name to be made 
vulgar in the trivial contents among orators and poets in the 
theatres. 
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It is reported that he was much affeded by signs and 
omens. Thunder and lightning he feared so much that he always 
carried about him a seal’s skin, which was considered a pre- 
servative remedy. And whensoever he apprehended a great 
dorm, he would retire to some secret place underground, which 
was vaulted above; for he had at one time been greatly 
frightened by a flash of lightning which crossed his path as he 
journeyed at night, which event has before been related. 
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He neither disregarded his own dreams nor those of others 
relating to himself. At the battle of Philippi, although he had 
resolved not to dep out of his tent because of sickness, he went 
forth because of a warning which came to him in a dream 
had by one of his friends. And it was well that he did so, for 
in the enemy’s attack, his couch was pierced and cut to pieces, 
in the belief that he was lying there sick. In the spring, he had 
many frivolous and frightful dreams; but at other times of the 
year he dreamed not so often but to more efifedt. Upon his 
frequently visiting a temple near the Capitol, which he had 
dedicated to Jupiter Tonans, he dreamed that Jupiter Capitol- 
inus complained that his worshippers were taken from him, and 
that upon this he replied, he had only given him The Thunderer 
for his porter. (For the temple of Jupiter Tonans was close 
by.) Whereupon soon afterwards he hung little bells around 
the summit of the temple, because such commonly hung at the 
gates of great houses to raise the porters. Because of a dream, 
too, he always begged alms of those who passed, on a certain 
day of the year, holding out his hand to receive the mite which 
was ofEered him. 
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Certain signs and omens he observed as infallible, to wit. 
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if in the morning his shoe was put on wrong, for example, the 
left on the right foot, he feared ill luck; or, when he was to 
take any long journey by land or sea, if there happened to fall 
a mizzling rain, he took it for a good sign betokening a speedy 
and prosperous return. He was especially affeded by imcouth 
or unnatural sights. A palm-tree which happened to spring 
forth between some dones in the court of his house, he trans- 
planted into a court where the images of the household gods 
were placed, and took great care that it should thrive there. 
In the island of Capri, when some drooping and decayed boughs 
of an old ilex became fresh and upright again at his arrival, he 
was so overjoyed that he made an exchange with the Republic 
of Naples, of the island of Oenaria (Ischia) , for that of Capri. 
He likewise observed certain days very religiously; as never to 
go from home the day after the Nundinac, nor to begin any 
serious business upon the nones; avoiding nothing else in it, as 
he writes to Tiberius, than its unlucky name. 
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The religious ceremonies of foreign nations, he regarded 
with all reverence, if they were edablished by ancient cudom: 
but others he held in no edeem. For, having been initiated at 
Athens, and coming afterwards to hear a cause at Rome re- 
lative to the privileges of the prieds of the Attic Ceres, when 
some of the myderies of their sacred rites were to be introduced 
in the pleadings, he dismissed those who sat upon the bench 
as judges with him, as well as the bydanders, and heard the 
argument upon those points himself. But, on the other hand, 
he not only declined, in his progress through Egypt, to go out 
of his way to pay a visit to Apis, but he likewise conunended 
his grandson Caius for not paying his devotions at Jerusalem 
in his passage through Judea. 
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Seeing that we have proceeded thus far in our reports of 
this prince, it would not be impertinent to dwell on what 
happenings preceded and followed his birth, which gave hope 
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of his future greatness and the felicity that constantly attended 
lii'ni. At Velletri, a part of the wall having in former times 
been Struck with lightning, the pronouncement of the sooth- 
sayers was that a native of that town would some time or other 
be ruler of the world. Believing this, the Velletrians both then, 
and several times afterwards, made war upon the Roman people, 
to their own ruin. At length it appeared that the Strange acci- 
dent portended the ascendancy of Augustus. 

Julius Marathus reports that a few months before his birth, 
there happened at Rome a prodigy, by which was signified that 
Nature was in travail with a king for the Roman people; at 
which the senate, being affrighted, made an adt that no child 
born that year should be brought up; but that those among 
them whose wives were with child, because each of them hoped 
to draw the honour to himself, took care that the decree of 
the senate should not be registered in the treasury. 

I read in the theological books of Asclepiades the Men- 
desian, that Atia, the mother of Augustus, upon attending at 
midnight a religious solemnity in honour of Apollo, when the 
rest of the matrons retired home, fell asleep on her couch in 
the temple, upon which a serpent immediately crept up to her, 
and soon after withdrew. She, awaking upon this, purified 
herself as she would have done after the embraces of her 
husband; and inStandy there appeared upon her body a mark 
in the form of a serpent which she never after could efface, 
and which obliged her, during the reSt of her life, to avoid the 
public baths. Augustus, it was added, was born in the tenth 
month after, and for this reason he was reputed to be the son 
of Apollo. The same Atia, before her delivery, dreamed that 
her entrails were heaved up to the Stars and there Stretched 
forth over the whole of heaven and earth. His father 0<Stavi\is, 
likewise, dreamed that a sunbeam issued from his wife’s womb. 

The very day on which he was born, while the senate was 
debating on the conspiracy of CatiUne, and Odtavius, by reason 
of his wife’s being in childbirth, coming late into the house, it 
is well known that Publius Nigidius, upon hearing the occasion 
of his coming so late, and the hour of his wife’s delivery, said 
with confidence that there was born a sovereign lord of the 
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world. Afterwards, when Odtavius led his army through the 
deserts of Thrace, and consulted the oracle in the grove of 
father Bacchus with barbarous rites, concerning his son, he re- 
ceived from the prieAs the same answer; because, when they 
poured wine upon the altar, there arose from thence so great 
and shining a flame, that it surmounted the roof of the temple 
and ascended to the heavens: a token that had never before 
occurred except to Alexander the Great when he sacrificed 
upon the same altars. And next night he dreamed that he saw 
his son in a majestic aspe<St, above ordinary human dignity, 
holding a thunderbolt and a sceptre and the other attributes 
of Jupiter, Optimus, Maximus, having on his head a radiant 
crown, and mounted upon a chariot decked with laurel, and 
drawn by six pairs of milk-white horses. 

While he was yet a babe, as Caius Drusus relates, being 
laid in his cradle by his nurse, in a low place, the next morning 
he was nowhere to be seen; and after long seeking he was fovmd 
at laft upon a lofty tower, lying with his face toward the rising 
sun. As soon as he began to speak, he commanded the frogs that 
happened to make a troublesome noise upon an e:§tate belonging 
to the family near the town, to be silent; and there goes a re- 
port that frogs never croaked there since that time. About 
four miles from Rome, as he was dining in a grove on the 
Campanian road, an eagle suddenly snatched a piece of bread out 
of his hand and, soaring to a very great height, came gently 
down again mo^t unexpededly, and restored it to him. 

Quintus Catulus dreamed for two nights successively after 
his dedication of the Capitol; the firSt night he thought that 
Jupiter, out of several boys of the order of the nobility who 
were playing about his altar, chose one from the red, into whose 
bosom he put the public seal of the commonwealth which he 
held in his hand; and in his vision the next night, he saw in the 
bosom of Jupiter Capitolinus, the same boy, whom he ordered 
to be removed, but it was forbidden by the god, who com- 
manded that he mud be brought up to be the guardian of the 
date. The next day, chancing to meet with young Augudus, 
with whom till that hour he had not the lead acquaintance, 
and looking at him with admiration, he said he was remarkably 
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like the boy of whom he dreamed. Some tell the former dream 
of Catulus differently, saying that Jupiter, when several noble 
lads asked him for a guardian, pointed to one among them, to 
whom they were to refer all their requests; and putting his 
fingers to the boy’s mouth to kiss, he afterwards lightly touched 
them to his own mouth. 

Marcus Cicero, having accompanied Caius Caesar to the 
Capitol, happened to be telling some of his friends a dream 
which he had the night before, in which a boy of an ingenuous 
face and form was let down from heaven by a golden chain, 
and ftood at the door of the Capitol, where a whip was put 
into his hands by Jupiter. And espying at unawares little 
Augustus, who had been sent by his uncle Cassar to the sacrifice, 
and was as yet wholly unknown to mo^t of the company, he 
avowed plainly that this boy was the one whose image he had 
seen in his dream. When he was putting on his virile gown, 
his senatorian tunic becoming loose in the seam on each side, 
fell at his feet. Some interpreted this as an omen that the 
order, of which that was the badge of diftindion, would some 
time or other be subjed to him. 

Julius Caesar, in cutting down a wood to make room for 
his camp near Munda, happened to light upon a palm-tree, 
and ordered it to be preserved as an omen of vidory. From 
the root of this tree there sprung immediately certain shoots 
which in a few days grew so high as not only to equal, but 
overtop it, and afford room for many neds of wild pigeons 
which built in it, though that species of bird particularly avoids 
a hard and rough leaf. It is likewise reported, that Caesar was 
largely influenced by this prodigy to suffer none other than 
his sider’s grandson to succeed him in the empire. 

Augudus, during his retirement at ApoUonia, went with 
his friend Agrippa to visit Theogenes, the adrologer, in his 
gallery on the roof. Agrippa, who fird consulted the fates, 
having great and almod incredible fortunes predided for him, 
Augudus concealed the date of his own nativity for a long 
while, for fear that his fortunes should be found inferior to 
those of Agrippa. Being persuaded, however, after many ex- 
hortations, to reveal it, Theogenes darted up from his seat and 
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worshipped him. Augustus, soon afterwards, conceived such 
great confidence in his fortunes, that he published his horoscope 
and Struck a silver coin, bearing upon it the sign of Capricorn, 
under which influence he was born. 

95 

After Caesar’s death, upon his return from ApoUonia, as 
he was entering the City, suddenly in a fair, clear sky, a coronet 
in the form of a rainbow encircled the sun; and immediately 
afterwards, the tomb of Julia, Caesar’s daughter, was blaSted 
by lightning. In his firSt consulship, while he was observing 
the auguries, twelve vultures presented themselves, as they had 
done to Romulus. And when he offered sacrifice, the livers of 
all the vidtims were folded inward in the lower part: and there 
was present no man of skill who conjedtured otherwise but that 
great prosperity and fame were thereby prognofticated. 

96 

Furthermore, he foresaw the outcome of all of his wars. 
When the troops of the Triumviri were assembled about 
Bolognia, an eagle, which sat upon his tent, and was assailed 
by two crows, beat them both, and struck them to the ground, 
in the sight of the whole army; who thence inferred that dis- 
cord would arise between the three colleagues, which would 
be attended with the like event; and it accordingly ensued. 
At Philippi, he was assured of success by a Thessalian, upon the 
authority, as he pretended, of the Divine Caesar himself, who 
had appeared to him while he was travelling in a byroad. At 
Perugia, the sacrifice not presenting any favourable intimations 
but quite the contrary, he ordered fresh victims; the enemy, 
however, carrying off the sacred things in a sudden sally, it was 
agreed among the augurs that all the perils and calamities which 
had threatened the sacrifice would fall upon the heads of those 
who had got possession of the entrails; and so indeed it fell out. 
The day before the naval battle near Sicily, as he walked upon 
the shore, a fish leaped out of the sea and lay at his feet. At 
Aftium as he was going down to his fleet to enter the battle. 
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he was met by an ass with his driver; the man’s name being 
Eutychus, meaning viBorious and the beaSt’s Nichon, signifying 
fortunate. After the vidory, he set up a brazen datue to each 
in a temple built upon the spot where he had encamped. 


97 

His death, of which I shall now write, and his subsequent 
deification, were forecast by divers manifest prodigies. As he 
was finishing the census amid a great crowd of people in the 
Campus Martius, an eagle soared about him many times, and 
crossing at length to a neighbouring temple, settled upon the 
name of Agrippa, and at the fird letter. Perceiving this, he 
ordered his colleague Tiberius to put up the vows, which it is 
usual to make on such occasions, for the succeeding Luftrum. 
For he professed himself reludant to tamper with what it was 
evident he should never achieve, though the tables were ready 
drawn for it. About the same time, the fird letter of his name, 
in an inscription upon one of his ftatues, was druck out by a 
flash of lightning; which was interpreted as a presage that he 
would live only a hundred days longer, the letter C denoting 
that number; and that he would be placed among the gods, as 
iEsar, the residue of the name Caesar, signifies in the Tuscan 
language a god. Being, therefore, about to send Tiberius into 
Illyricum, and intending to accompany him as far as Beneven- 
tum, when several persons detained him with respedt to causes 
they had depending, he cried out (and it was afterwards 
reckoned as an omen of his death) , "Not all the business in the 
world shall keep me at Rome one moment longer;” and setting 
out upon his journey, he went as far as Aftura whence, con- 
trary to his custom, he put to sea in the night time, as there 
was a favourable wind. 


98 

His mortal illness proceeded from diarrhoea; notwith- 
standing which, he went round the coaSt of Campania and the 
adjoining islands and spent four days in that of Capri: where 
he gave himself up wholly to ease and enjoyment. It happened 
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as he sailed by the bay of Puteoli, that the passengers and 
mariners aboard a ship of Alexandria, juft then arrived, clad 
all in white, with chaplets upon their heads, and offering in- 
cense, heaped upon him praises and joyful acclamations, crying 
out “By you we live, by you we sail securely, by you enjoy 
our liberty and our fortunes.” At which he was much cheered 
at heart, and diftributed to each of those who attended him 
forty gold pieces, requiring from them an assurance on oath 
not to employ the sum given them in any other way than in 
the purchase of Alexandrian wares. And during several days 
afterwards, he diftributed Togz and Pallia, among other gifts, 
on condition that the Romans should use the Greek, and the 
Greeks the Roman, dress and language. He likewise conftantly 
attended to see the boys perform their exercises, according to 
an ancient cuftom ftill continued at Capri. He gave them also 
an entertainment in his presence, and not only permitted 
but required from them the utmoft freedom in jefting, and 
scrambling for fruit, viduals, and other things which he threw 
among them. In a word, he indulged himself in all the ways of 
amusement he could contrive. 

He called an island near Capri, Apragopolis, "The City 
of the Dolittles,” because of the indolent life which several of 
his party led there. A favourite of his, one Masgabas, he used 
to call by a Greek word, signifying founder or planter of the 
island. And observing from his room a great company of 
people with torches assembled at the tomb of this Masgabas, 
who died the year before, he pronounced aloud, in Greek, this 
verse which he made extempore. 

Blazing with lights I see the founder’s tomb. 

And turning then to Thrasyllus, a companion of Tiberius, 
who reclined on the other side of the table, he asked him, who 
knew nothing about the matter, what poet he thought had 
made the verse? And on his remaining dumb, he added another: 

Honor’d with torches Masgabas you see; 
and put the same queftion to him concerning that likewise. 
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But when Thrasyllus replied that, whoever the author might 
be, they were excellent verses, he fell into hearty laughter and 
became exceedingly merry over it. Soon afterwards, passing 
over to Naples, although at that time greatly enfeebled in his 
bowels by the frequent attacks of his disease, he nevertheless 
saw to the very end the exhibition of the gymnastic games 
which were held in his honour every five years; and so pro- 
ceeded with Tiberius to the place intended. But on his return, 
his disorder increasing more and more, he at length yielded to it. 
Stopping at Nola; where, having sent for Tiberius to come back 
again, he had a long and secret talk with him; nor, from that 
time on, did he give his mind to any afiair of any importance. 

99 

Upon his dying day, he inquired ever and anon, whether 
there was any Stir and tumult in the city on his account; and 
calling for a mirror, he commanded his hair to be combed and 
his shrunk cheeks to be composed. Then, having admitted his 
friends to his presence, he asked them whether they thought he 
had adted well his part on the Stage of life? and he immediately 
subjoined. 

If all be right, with joy your voices raise, 

In loud applauses to the aitor’s praise. 

After which, having dismissed them all, while he was question- 
ing some persons who were juSt arrived from Rome, concern- 
ing Drusus s daughter who was in a weak State of health, 
suddenly amid the kisses of Livia, and in these words, he gave 
up the ghoSt: Live mindful, Livia, of our wedlock, and so 
farewell. Thus he died a very easy death, such as he himself 
had always wished for. For as often as he heard that any one 
had died quickly and without pain, he prayed that he and his 
might have the like Euthanasia (an easy death), for that was 
the word he made use of. He showed one sign only of being 
deranged in his mind before he yielded up his vital breath: 
in that he was all of a sudden much frightened and complained 
that he was being carried away by forty tall and luily young 
men. And that was rather a pregnant prevision than a disorder 
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of the brain; for exadtly that number of soldiers belonging to 
the pretorian cohort carried him forth dead upon their shoulders. 

lOO A.U.C. 767 

He died in the same bedroom wherein his father Odavius 
left this life before him, when the two Sextus’s, Pompey and 
Apuleius, were consuls, upon the fourteenth of the calends of 
September (the 19th Augud), at the ninth hour of the day, 
being 76 years old lacking thirty-five days. His corpse was 
borne by the magidrates of the municipal towns and colonies, 
from Nola to Bovillae, and in the night time, because of the 
season of the year. During the day the body lay in some basilica, 
or great temple, of each town. At Bovillae it was met by the 
Equedrian Order, who carried it to the city and deposited it 
in the vedibule of his own house. The senate proceeded with 
so much zeal in the arrangement of his funeral, and paying 
honour to his memory, that, among several other proposals, 
some were for having the funeral procession made through the 
triumphal gate, preceded by the image of Vidory which is in 
the senate house, and the children of highed rank and of both 
sexes singing the funeral dirge. Others proposed, that on the 
day of the funeral, they should lay aside their gold rings, and 
wear rings of iron; and others, that his bones should be collected 
by the prieds of the principal colleges. One likewise moved 
to transfer the name of Augud to September, because he was 
born in the latter but died in the former. Another suggeded 
that the whole period of time, from his birth to his death, 
should be called the Augudan age, and be inserted in the 
calendar under that title. But at length it was thought bed 
to be moderate in the honours paid to his memory. Two funeral 
orations were pronounced in his praise, one before the temple 
of Julius, by Tiberius; and the other before the rodra, under the 
old shops, by Drusus, Tiberius’s son. The body was then carried 
upon the shoulders of senators into the Campus Martius, and 
there burnt. A man of pretorian rank affirmed upon oath that 
he saw his spirit ascend from the funeral pile to heaven. The 
mod honourable persons of the equedrian order, barefooted and 
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with their tunics loose, gathered up his relics, and deposited 
them in the mausoleum, which had been built in his sixth con- 
sulship between the Flaminian Way and the bank of the Tiber; 
at which time likewise he gave the groves and walks about it 
for the use of the people. 


lOI 

He had made a will one year and four months before his 
death, upon the third of the nones of April (the i ith of April) , 
in the consulship of Lucius Plancus, and Caius Silius, It con- 
sifted of two skins of parchment, written partly in his own 
hand, and partly by his freedmen Polybius and Hilarian. The 
Veftal Virgins, to whose charge it had been committed, now 
brought it forth, together with three codicils under seal: all of 
which were opened and read in the senate. He named as his 
diredt heirs, Tiberius for two-thirds of his eftate, and Livia for 
the other third, both of whom he appointed to bear his name. 
The heirs in remainder were Drusus, Tiberius’s son, for one- 
third, and Germanicus with his three sons for the residue. In 
the third place, failing them, were his relations, and several of 
his friends. He left in legacies to the Roman people forty 
millions of sefterces; to the tribes three millions five hundred 
thousand; to the pretorian troops a thousand to each man; to 
the city cohorts five hundred; and to the legions and soldiers 
three hundred each; which several sums he ordered to be paid 
immediately after his death, having taken due care that the 
money should be ready in his exchequer. For the reft he ordered 
different times of payment. In some of his requefts he went as 
far as twenty thousand sefterces, for the payment of which he 
allowed a twelvemonth; alleging for this procraftination his 
slight eftate; and protefting that not more than a hundred and 
fifty millions of sefterces would come to his heirs: notwith- 
ftanding that during the twenty preceding years, he had re- 
ceived, in legacies from his friends, the sum of fourteen hundred 
millions: almoft the whole of which, with his two paternal 
eftates, those of his father Odtavius and his adopted father, 
Julius Cassar, and others which had been left him, he had spent 
in the service of the ftate. He left orders that the two Julias, 
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his daughter and granddaughter, should not be buried in his 
tomb. With regard to the three codicils before-mentioned, in 
one of them he gave orders about his funeral; another contained 
a summary of his ads, which he intended should be inscribed on 
brazen plates and placed in front of his mausoleum; in the third 
he had drawn up a concise account of the date of the empire; 
the number of troops enrolled, what money there was in the 
treasury, the revenue, and arrears of taxes; to which were 
added the names of the freedmen and slaves from whom the 
several accounts might be taken. 




TIBERIUS NERO CAESAR 


I 

The patrician family of the Claudii (for there was like- 
wise a plebeian family of that name, in no way inferior to the 
other either in power or dignity) came originally from Regilli, 
a town of the Sabines. They journeyed thence to Rome soon 
after the building of the city, with a great retinue of depend- 
ants, under Titus Tatius, who reigned jointly with Romulus 
in the kingdom; or, perhaps, what is reported upon better 
authority, under Atta Claudius, the head of the family, who 
was admitted by the senate into the patrician order six years 
after the expulsion of the Tarquins. They likewise received 
from the ftate lands beyond the Anio for their followers, and 
a burying place for themselves near the Capitol; and after this 
period, in process of time, the family had the honour of twenty- 
eight consulships, five didtatorships, seven censorships, seven 
tritimphs, and two ovations. Their descendants were diftin- 
guished by sundry forenames and surnames, but rejected by 
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general consent the forename of Lucius because, of the two 
races who bore it, one person had been convided of robbery, 
and another of murder. Among other surnames they assumed 
the addition of Nero, which in the Sabine tongue signifies drong 
or valiant. 

2 A.U.C. 474 

Many of the Claudii earned the gratitude of the conunon- 
wealth by their excellent services, and many also were guilty 
of serious faults. To mention only the mod conspicuous ex- 
amples: Appius Caucus dissuaded the senate from agreeing to 
an alliance with Pyrrhus, as prejudicial to the date; Claudius 
Candex was the fird man that passed over the draits of Sicily 
with a fleet, and drove the Carthaginians out of the island. 
Claudius Nero surprised and defeated Asdrupal upon his arrival 
in Italy from Spain, with a great and powerful army, before 
he could join his brother Annibal. On the contrary side of the 
pidure, Claudius Appius Regillanus, one of the Decemvirs, 
attempted by violence to gain possession of a free virgin, of 
whom he was enamoured; and thereby gave occasion to the 
people to break off with the nobles for a second time. Claudius 
Drusus ereded a datue of himself wearing a diadem at Appii 
Forum, and attempted with the help of his dependants to bring 
all Italy into his power. Claudius Pulcher, when the sacred 
pullets used for taking augury off the coad of Sicily, refused 
to eat, caused them, in contempt of the omen, to be plunged 
into the sea that they might drink at lead; and then, attacking 
the enemy, was vanquished. Being thereupon commanded by 
the senate to nominate a didator, making a jed of the public 
calamity, he named Glycias, his apparitor. 

There dand likewise upon record the examples of the 
women of this family, no less diverse in charader than the 
men. For both the Claudias belonged to the race: she who, 
when the ship laden with things sacred to the Idaean Mother of 
the Gods, Cybele, duck fad in the shallows of the Tiber, got 
it off, by praying to the goddess with a loud voice: “Follow 
me, if I am a true and pure virgin;” and she also who, contrary 
to the usual pradice in the case of women, was brought to 
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trial by the people for treason: because, when her litter was 
halted by a great multitude in the streets, she openly exclaimed: 
**I wish my brother Pulcher was alive now to lose another fleet, 
that Rome might be less thronged.” Moreover, it is very well 
known, that all the Claudii, (except Publius Claudius, who, to 
efFed the banishment of Cicero, procured himself to be adopted 
by a plebeian, and one younger than himself), were always of 
the patrician party, as well as great dicklers for the honour 
and power of that order; and so violent and obdinate in their 
opposition to the plebeians, that not one of them, even in the 
case of a trial for life by the people, would ever condescend to 
put on mourning, according to cudom, or make any supplica- 
tion to them for favour; and some of them, in their con teds, 
even proceeded to lay hands on the tribunes of the people. A 
Vedal Virgin of the family likewise, when her brother was 
resolved to have the honour of a triumph contrary to the will 
of the people, mounted the chariot with him, and attended him 
into the capitol, that it might not be lawful for any of the 
tribunes to interfere and forbid it. 


3 A.U.C. JJO 

From this race is Tiberius Cassar descended, both by his 
father, from Tiberius Nero, and by his mother from Appius 
Pulcher, who were both sons of Appius Cxcus. He likewise 
belonged to the family of the Livii, by the adoption of his 
mother’s grandfather into it: which family, though plebeian, 
flourished notwithdanding and was highly reputed, having 
had the honour of eight consulships, two censorships, three 
triumphs, one dictatorship, and the office of mader of the horse; 
and was renowned also for brave and notable men, particularly 
Salinator and the Drusi. Salinator, in his censorship, branded all 
the tribes for their incondancy in that although they had con- 
demned him to a heavy fine after his fird consulship, they 
afterwards made him consul a second time, as well as censor. 
Drusus, by the killing in single combat of one Drausus, the 
enemy’s general, procured for himself and his poderity a new 
surname. It is reported also that when he was pro-pretor in 
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the province of Gaul, he recovered the gold which was formerly 
given to the Senones, at the siege of the capitol, and had not, 
as is said, been forced from them by Camillus. His great-great- 
grandson who, for his notable services againft the Gracchi, was 
Styled the "Patron of the Senate,” left a son, who, while plotting 
a sedition of the same nature, was treacheroiwly slain by the 
adverse fadion. 

4 A.U.C. 463 

But the father of Tiberius Caesar, being queStor to Caius 
Caesar, and admiral of his fleet in the war of Alexandria, con- 
tributed greatly to its success; whereupon he was made one of 
the high prieSts in the room of Publius Scipio and was sent to 
settle some colonies in Gaul, among which were Narbonne and 
Arles. After Caesar was slain, however, when the reft of the 
senators, for fear of public difturbances, were inclined to bury 
the afiFair in oblivion, he proposed a resolution for rewarding 
those who had killed the tyrant. Having filled the ofSce of 
pretor, and at the end of the year there occurring an upheaval 
among the triumvir, he kept the badges of his office beyond 
the legal time; and following Lucius Antonius the consul, 
brother of the triumvir, to Perusia, when the reft yielded, he 
himself continued firm to the party, and escaped firft to Pras- 
nefte and then to Naples; whence, having in vain invited the 
slaves to liberty, he fled over to Sicily. But resenting his not 
being immediately admitted to the presence of Sextus Pompeius, 
and being also debarred the use of the fasces, he went over into 
Achaia to Mark Antony; with whom, upon a reconciliation 
soon after brought about amongft the several contending 
parties, he returned to Rome; and, at the requeft of Auguftus, 
gave up to him his wife Livia Drusilla, although she was then big 
with child, and had before borne him a son. He died not long 
after; leaving behind him his two sons, Tiberius and Drusus 
Nero. 

j A.U.C. 712 

Some have believed that Tiberius was born at Fundi, 
lightly grounding their conjedure upon the circumftance that 
his mother’s grandmother was of Fundi and that the image of 
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Good Fortune was, by a decree of the senate, eredted in a public 
place in that town in token of his nativity. But, as moit re- 
liable writers attest, he was born at Rome, in the Palatine 
quarter, upon the sixteenth of the calends of December (i6th 
November), when Marcus .^milius Lepidus was second time 
consul, with Lucius Munatius Plancus, after the battle of 
Philippi; for so it Aands upon record and in the public registers. 
Yet some have it that he was born the preceding year, in the 
consulship of Hirtius and Pansa; and others say, in the year 
following, during the consulship of Servilius Isauricus and 
Antony. 

6 

His infancy and childhood were spent in the midSt of 
danger and trouble; for he accompanied his parents every- 
where in their flight. And twice at Naples he nearly disclosed 
their whereabouts by his wailing when they were secretly 
hastening to a ship as the enemy suddenly rushed into the 
town; once, when he was snatched from his nurse’s breaSt, and 
again, from his mother’s bosom, by some of the company, who 
on the sudden emergency wished to relieve the women of their 
burden. He was carried away with them likewise through Sicily 
and Achaia, and entrusted for some time to the care of the 
Lacedaemonians, who were under the proteiftion of the Claudian 
family; upon his departure thence when travelling by night, 
he ran the hazard of his life by a fire which, suddenly bursting 
out of a wood on all sides, surrounded the whole party so 
closely, that part of Livia’s dress and hair was singed. The gifts 
bestowed upon him in Sicily by Pompeia, siSter to Sextus 
Pompey, namely, a cloak with a clasp, and bullae of gold, are 
Still in existence, and are shown at Baiae to this day. After his 
return to the city, being adopted by Marcus Gallius, a senator, 
in his will, he entered upon his inheritance; but soon afterwards 
declined the use of his name, because Gallius had been of the 
party opposed to Augustus. When only nine years of age, he 
pronounced a funeral oration in praise of his father upon the 
roStra; and afterwards, when he had nearly attained the age of 
manhood, he attended the chariot of Augustus, in his triumph 
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for the vidtory at Adium, riding on the left-hand horse, while 
Marcellus, Odavia’s son, rode that on the right. He presided, 
also, at the games held in honour of that vidory; and in the 
Trojan games intermixed with the Circensian, he commanded 
a troop of the bigged boys. 

7 A.u.c. 744 

After assuming his virile robe, at seventeen years of age, 
he spent his youth and the red of his life until he succeeded to 
the government, in the following manner: He exhibited an 
entertainment of gladiators in memory of his father, and 
another for his grandfather Drusus, at different times and in 
different places: the fird in the forum, the second in the amphi- 
theatre; some gladiators who had been honourably discharged 
being induced to engage again, by a reward of a hundred 
thousand sederces. He likewise exhibited public sports, which 
he did not himself attend. All these he performed with great 
magnificence, at the expense of his mother and father-in-law. 
He married Agrippina, the daughter of Marcus Agrippa and 
grand-daughter of Cxcilius Atticus, a Roman knight, the same 
person to whom Cicero has addressed so many epidles. And 
when he had begotten of her a son named Drusus, he was forced 
to put her away, although he loved her dill and knew her to 
be again with child, in order to wed Julia, the daughter of 
Augudus; this he did, not without much grief and heartbreak, 
for not only did he dill desire Agrippina, but he also disliked 
the demeanour of Julia, who had exhibited her fancy and dis- 
position for him while she was the wife of a former husband, 
and who, it was generally thought, was a woman of free and 
incondant charader. He suffered so keenly at the parting with 
Agrippina, and upon meeting her by chance afterwards he 
followed her with eyes so full of affedion and longing, that 
great care was taken that she should never again cross his path. 
With Juha he lived at fird in great concord and love; but dis- 
cord soon arose between them which quickly took on the 
darked asped; so that after the loss of their son, the pledge of 
their union, who was born at Aquileia and died in infancy, 
he took to a separate bed and never slept with her any more. 
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He also lo^ his brother Drusus in Germany and brought his 
body to Rome, travelling all the way on foot before it. 

8 

When he firA turned his attention to civil matters, he 
pleaded at the bar in defence of King Archelaus, the Trallians, 
and the Thessalians, before Augiiitus, who sat as judge at the 
trials. He addressed the senate on behalf of the Laodiceans, the 
Thyatireans, and Chians, who had suffered great loss by an 
earthquake and sought relief from Rome. He arraigned for 
treason Fannius Cxpio, who had conspired againit Auguftus, 
and caused him to be condemned. In all these affairs, he exe- 
cuted a double fundion: namely, that of supplying the City 
with corn, which was then very scarce, and that of clearing 
the houses of corredion throughout Italy, the maders of which 
had fallen under the odious suspicion of seizing and keeping 
confined not only travellers, but those whom the fear of taking 
the military oath and of being enrolled had driven to seek 
refuge in such places. 

5 A.u.c. 7*8 

His fird service in the wars was in the expedition of 
Cantabria, as a military tribime. Afterwards, he conduded an 
army into the Ead, where he redored the kingdom of Armenia 
to Tigranes; and seated on a tribunal, put a crown upon his 
head. He likewise recovered from the Parthians the dandards 
which they had taken from Crassus. He next governed, for 
nearly a year, the province of Gallia Comata, which was then 
full of troubles, partly on account of the incursions of the 
barbarians, and partly through the internal discord of the nobles 
of the country. He afterwards commanded in the several wars 
againd the Rhxtians, Yindelicians, Pannonians, and Germans. 
In the Rhaetian and Vindelician wars, he subdued the nations 
in the Alps; and in the Paimonian wars the Bruci, and the 
Dalmatians. In the German war, he transplanted into Gaul 
forty thousand of the enemy who had submitted, and assigned 
them lands near the banks of the Rhine. For which ads, he 
entered the city with an ovation, but riding in a chariot, and 
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is said by some to have been the firft that ever was honoured 
with this diftindtion. He filled early the principal offices of 
ftate; and passed through the queftorship, pretorship, and con- 
sulate almoA successively. After some interval, he was chosen 
consul a second time, and held the tribunitian authority during 
five years. 

lO A.U.C. 748 

In this confluence of so many prosperous ventures, in the 
full Strength of his years and in perfedt health, he suddenly 
conceived the purpose of retiring as far from Rome as he could. 
Whether this desire was due to weariness of the life he was 
leading with his wife, whom he neither dared accuse nor divorce, 
a condition that he was unable to endure any longer; or to 
prevent that indifference towards him which his continual 
residence in the city might produce; or in the hope of better 
maintaining and increasing his authority in the State by absent- 
ing himself, if at any time his services were needed; is un- 
certain. Some are of opinion, that as Augustus’s sons were now 
well grown, he voluntarily yielded up to them the possession 
he had long enjoyed of the second place in the government, as 
Agrippa had done before him; who, when M. Marcellus was 
advanced to public offices, retired to Mitylene, that he might 
not seem to Stand in the way of his promotion, or in any resped 
lessen him by his presence. The same reason likewise Tiberius 
gave afterwards for his retirement; but his pretext at this time 
was, that he was satiated wih honours, and desirous of resting 
from the fatigue of public affairs, in consideration of which he 
sued for license to depart. And neither gave he any care to his 
own mother who humbly besought him to Stay, nor to his 
father-in-law, who complained that he was being forsaken by 
him and left unsupported in the senate. Moreover, when they 
were determined to hold him back, he refused to take any 
sustenance for four days together. At laSt, having obtained 
leave to be gone, he left his wife and son behind him at Rome, 
and forthwith proceeded to OStia; having spoken not so much 
as one word with any of those who attended him, and kissing 
very few of them at the parting. 
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II A.u.c.7y2 

As he sailed from OAia along the coaA of Campania, upon 
receiving news of Augustus’s weakness he halted awhile; but this 
giving rise to a rumour that he Stayed with a view to something 
extraordinary, he sailed with the wind almoSt full againSt him, 
and arrived at Rhodes, having been Struck with the pleasantness 
and healthfulness of the island at the time of his landing there 
on his return from Armenia. Contenting himself here with a 
small house and a villa not much larger, he led entirely a private 
life, taking his walks sometimes about the Gymnasia, without 
any lidtor or other attendant, and returning the civilities of the 
Greeks with almost as much complaisance as if he had been 
upon a level with them. One morning, in settling the course 
of his daily excursion, he chanced to say that he was desirous 
of visiting all the sick in the city. These words were miscon- 
strued by those about him, and all the diseased persons were 
brought into a public portico, where they were ranged in order, 
according to their several maladies. At which unexpeded sight, 
being much troubled and perplexed, he was for sometime un- 
certain what to do; but at laSt, he went around to all of them, 
even the meanest, and made apology for the mistake that had 
been made. One instance oiJy is mentioned, in which he ap- 
peared to exercise his tribunitian authority. Being a constant 
attendant upon the schools and lecture rooms of the professors 
of the liberal arts, on occasion of a dispute among the wrangling 
sophists, in which he interposed to reconcile them, some person 
took the liberty to abuse him as an intruder, and partial in the 
afiFair. Upon this, withdrawing privately to his house, he came 
forth suddenly, attended by his officers, and summoning his 
accuser before his tribunal by a public crier, ordered him to be 
taken to prison. Afterwards, he received tidings that his wife 
Julia had been condemned for her incontinence and adulteries, 
and that a bill of divorce had been sent to her in his name by 
the authority of Augustus. Though he was glad at this intelli- 
gence, yet he thought it devolved upon him, as a point of 
decency, to endeavour by many letters to reconcile the father 
to his daughter, and to allow her to retain the presents which 
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he had made her, notwithstanding the little regard she deserved 
from him. When the period of his tribunitian authority ex- 
pired, confessing at laSt that he had no other objed in his re- 
tirement than to avoid all suspicion of rivalship with Caius 
and Lucius, he made suit that, since he was now secure in that 
resped, as they were come to the age of manhood and could 
easily maintain themselves in possession of the second place in 
the State, he might be permitted to return and see again his 
friends and acquaintances whose presence he missed and longed 
for. But he was not granted his plea; and was admonished to 
lay aside all concern for his friends and kinsfolk, whom he had 
been so willing before to abandon. 

12 

Against his will, therefore, he remained at Rhodes; and to 
cover his ignominy, he obtained, with difficulty, througjr his 
mother’s intercession, the title of Augustus’s lieutenant. He 
thenceforth lived, however, not only as a private person, but 
as one suspeded and under apprehension, retiring into the in- 
terior of the country, and avoiding the visits of those who sailed 
that way, which were very frequent; for no one passed to take 
command of an army, or the government of a province, with- 
out touching at Rhodes. There were, besides, other grounds for 
fear and trouble presented him. For crossing over to Samos, on 
a visit to his Stepson Caius, who had been appointed governor 
of the East, he found him to be estranged from him by the 
slanders of Marcus Lollius, his companion and diredor. He also 
incurred the suspicion of sending by some centurions who had 
been promoted by himself, upon their return to the camp after 
a furlough, mysterious messages to several persons there, in- 
tended apparently to incite them to rebellion. This jealousy 
respeding his designs being intimated to him by Augustus, he 
begged repeatedly to have some person of any of the three 
Orders placed as a spy upon him to observe all his deeds and 
words. 

13 

He negleded also his usual exercises of riding and arms; 
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and laying aside the Roman habit, adopted the Pallium and 
Crepida of the Greeks. In this condition he continued almoft 
two years, becoming daily an objed of increasing contempt 
and odium; insomuch that the people of Nismes pulled down 
all the images and datues of him in their town; and upon 
mention being made of him at table one of the company said 
to Caius: “I will sail over to Rhodes immediately, if you will 
give the word, and bring you the head of that exiled person” 
— for so he was commonly called. And being faced now, not 
only by fear but by real peril, he renewed his supplications for 
leave to return; and, enforced by the earned prayers of his 
mother, he at lad obtained his requed, with the help, also, of 
good fortune. Augudus had resolved to determine nothing in 
the matter but with the consent of his elded son. The latter 
was at that time displeased with Marcus Lollius and therefore 
easily disposed to favour the cause of his father-in-law. By the 
perfusion of Caius, therefore, he was called home, but upon 
the condition that he should not meddle in any way with the 
affairs of date. 


14 A.u.c. 755 

Thus, after an absence of eight years, he returned to Rome, 
fuU of great hopes for his futiire fortunes, which he had con- 
ceived in his youth, in consequence of various prodigies and 
predidions. For Livia, when she carried him in her womb, 
being anxious to know whether her offspring would be a son, 
among other experiments which she made, took an egg from 
a hen that was sitting, and kept it warm with her own hands 
and those of her maids, by turns, until a fine cock chicken, 
with a large comb, was hatched. Scribonius, the adrologer, 
prophesied great things of him when he was yet a child; namely, 
“that he should one day reign as king, but without the usual 
marks of royalty.” (For, as yet, the rule of the C^sars was 
unknown.) 'V7hen he entered upon his fird expedition and led 
an army into Syria through Macedonia, it chanced that the 
altars which had been formerly consecrated at Philippi by the 
vidorious legions, blazed suddenly with spontaneous fires. And 
soon after, as he was marching to Illyricum, he dopped to 
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consult the oracle of Geryon, near Padua; where, having drawn 
a lot by which he was desired to throw golden tali into the 
fountain of Aponus for an answer to his inquiries, he did so, 
and the highest numbers came up; and those very tali are to be 
seen at the bottom of the foimtain. A few days before his 
leaving Rhodes, an eagle, a bird never before seen in that island, 
perched on the top of his house. And the day before he had 
intelligence of the permission granted him to return, as he was 
c han g ing his attire, his tunic appeared to be on fire. He then 
likewise had a singular proof of the skill of Thrasyllus, the 
aftrologer, whom, for his proficiency in philosophical researches, 
he had taken into his family. For, upon sight of the ship which 
brought the tidings, he affirmed that joyful news was coming 
whereas everything before having turned out badly and con- 
trary to his predidions, Tiberius had fully purposed that very 
moment, when they were talking together, to throw him head- 
long into the sea as a false prophet and one to whom ha had 
rashly entrusted his secret affairs. 

Upon his return to Rome, having introduced his son 
Drusus into the Forixm, he immediately removed from Pompey’s 
house in the Carina: to the gardens of Mecscnas on the Esquiline; 
where he gave himself wholly to a life of ease, performing only 
the common duties of civility in private, without any prefer- 
ment in public affairs. But Caius and Lucius being both carried 
off by death in the space of three years, he was adopted by 
Auguftus, along with their brother Agrippa, but was fird 
compelled to adopt Germanicus, his brother’s son. After his 
adoption, he never more aded as mader of a family, nor exer- 
cised, in the smalled degree, the rights which he had lod by it. 
For he neither conferred gifts nor manumitted a slave; nor so 
much as received any edate left him by will, nor any legacy, 
without reckoning it as a part of his peculium or property held 
under his father. From that day forward nothing was omitted 
that might contribute to the advancement of his grandeur, and 
much more when, upon Agrippa being discarded and banished, 
it was evident that the hope of succession reded upon him alone. 
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1 6 A.U.C.757 

The tribunitian authority was again conferred upon him 
for five years, and a commission given him to settle the afFairs 
of Germany. The ambassadors of the Parthians, after having 
had an audience of Augustus, were ordered to apply to him 
likewise in his province. But upon the news that Illyricum 
was in revolt he went over to take charge of that new war, 
which proved the mo^t serious of all the foreign wars since the 
Carthaginian. This he conduded during three years, with 
fifteen legions and an equal number of auxiliary forces, under 
great hardships, not the lead of which was an extreme scarcity 
of corn. And though he was several times recalled, he never- 
theless persided, fearing led an enemy so powerful, and so 
near, should fall upon the army in their retreat. His persever- 
ance was well rewarded; for he at length fully subdued all 
Illyricum lying between Italy and the kingdom of Noricum, 
Thrace, Macedonia, the river Danube, and the Adriatic gulf. 

17 A.U.C. 762 

The glory accruing to him by these exploits was further 
amplified by the conjundure in which they occured. For almod 
about that very time Quintilius Varus was cut off with three 
legions in Germany; and it was generally believed that the 
vidorious Germans would have joined the Pannonians, had not 
the war of Illyricum been previously concluded. A triumph, 
therefore, beside many other honours, was decreed him; some 
moved that he should be surnamed "Paimonicus,” others sug- 
geded “Invincible”, and others, “Pius”; but Auguitus inter- 
posed his negative voice, promising in his behalf that he should 
red content with that to which he woiJd succeed upon his 
death. He himself put off his triumph until a later day because 
the whole date was in great sorrow over the defeat of Varus 
and his army. Nevertheless he entered the city in a triumphal 
robe, crowned with laurel, and mounting a tribunal in the 
Septa, sat with Augudus between the two consuls, while the 
senate gave their attendance danding; whence, after he had 
saluted the people, he was attended by them in procession to 
the several temples. 
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1 8 A.U.C. 763 

The year following he went again to Germany, where he 
gathered that the overthrow of Varus was occasioned by the 
rashness and negligence of the commander; whereupon he did 
nothing at all without seeking die advice of a council of war, 
although at other times he used to follow the dictates of his 
own judgment and considered himself alone as sufficiently 
qualified for the entire diredion of afFairs. He likewise used 
more precautions than usual. Having to pass the Rhine, he 
reftrided the whole convoy within certain limits and would 
not suffer the waggons to cross until he had considered (land- 
ing upon the very bank of the river) the load of each one, to 
see that they carried nothing but what was allowed or neces- 
sary. Beyond the Rhine he held ftridly to this order of life 
which revived the simple habits of the times of the republic: 
he took his meals sitting on the bare ground and often passed 
the night without a tent; and his regular orders for the day, 
as well as those upon sudden emergencies, he gave in writing 
with this injundion, that in case of any doubt as to their im- 
port he should be approached at any hour, even in the night, 
for further exposition. 

He maintained military discipline with great dridness and 
revived certain ancient cudoms relative to chadising and de- 
grading offenders. He even set a brand of ignominy upon the 
commander of a legion for sending a few soldiers with one of hi s 
freedmen across the river for the purpose of hunting. In battle, 
though it was his manner to trud as little as might be in the 
power of fortune or chance, yet he entered upon it with much 
more resolution when, in his night watches, the lamp failed and 
went out of itself: relying, as he said, upon this sign which had 
always proved infallible both for him and his ancedors. But in 
the very thick of his good fortime in this province, he escaped 
very narrowly being slain by a certain Bruderian who, mingling 
with those about his person and being deteded by his timorous 
gedure, was apprehended and forced by torture to confess his 
intended crime. 
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20 A.u.c. y6$ 

After two years he returned from Germany to Rome and 
celebrated the triumph which he had deferred, attended by his 
lieutenants for whom he had obtained the honour of triumphal 
ornaments. Before he turned to ascend the capitol he alighted 
from his chariot and knelt before his father, Auguftus, who 
presided over the solemnities. Bato, the Pannonian chief, he 
sent to Ravenna, loaded with rich presents, in gratitude for his 
having suffered him and his army to retire from a position in 
which he had so enclosed them that they were entirely at his 
mercy. He afterwards gave the people a dinner where they sat 
at a thousand tables, bestowing also upon each man thirty 
sefterces. He likewise dedicated the temple of Concord and 
that of Caftor and Pollux, which had been eredted out of the 
spoils of the war, in his own and his brother’s name. 

21 A.u.c. 766 

Not long after, a law having been carried by the consuls 
for his being appointed a colleague with Augustus in the ad- 
miniftration of the provinces and in taking the census, he per- 
formed these duties, and having finished, he went into Illyricmn. 
But being haitily recalled during his journey, he found Auguftus 
dangerously ill, though ^ill breathing and conscious; and he 
was with him in private sitting a whole day. I know that it is 
generally believed that upon Tiberius’ quitting the room after 
their secret conference, the chamberlains overheard Augustus 
voice these words: "Oh, unhappy people of Rome, to be ground 
by the jaws of such a slow devourer!” Nor am I ignorant of 
its being reported by some that Auguitus so openly and plainly 
disliked the sourness of his temper that sometimes, in the midft 
of pleasant and merry discourse, he would break off at Tiberius’ 
entrance; and that he was only persuaded by the importunity 
of his wife to adopt him, or induced to do so by the ambitious 
view of enhancing his own memory by contra^ with such a 
successor. Yet I cannot be persuaded to think otherwise than 
that AuguAus, a moft circumspe(5b, considerate and prudent 
prince, did nothing, especially in such a weighty matter, with- 
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out taking excellent counsel; and that, having duly weighed the 
vices and virtues of Tiberius, he efteemed his virtues of greater 
force; and this the rather since he swore publicly, in an 
assembly of the people, that “he adopted him for the public 
good.” Besides, in several of his letters, he commends him as a 
moA expert and valiant general and the only safeguard of the 
Roman people; out of which, I have thought well to quote 
certain passages: "Farewell, moft sweet Tiberius, and God bless 
your condud, while you are warring for me and the Muses.” 
Again: “Farewell, my moft dear, and (as I hope to prosper) 
moA gallant man, and accomplished leader.” Also: “The dis- 
position of your summer quarters? In truth, my dear Tiberius, 
1 do not think, that amid^ so many difficulties, and with an 
army so little disposed for adtion, any one could have performed 
better service than you have done. All those likewise who were 
with you, acknowledge that this verse is applicable to you: 

One man by vigilance restored the State.” 

"Whenever,” he says, “anything happens that requires more 
than ordinary consideration, or I am out of humour upon any 
occasion, I ftill, by Hercules! long for my dear Tiberius; and 
those lines of Homer frequently occur to my thoughts: 

Bold from his prudence, I cotUd cv’n aspire 

To dare with him the burning rage of fire. 

When I hear and read that you are weakened and grown lean 
with incessant labour, may the gods confound me if my body 
does not quake and tremble. I pray you therefore, spare your- 
self, left, if it come to our ears that you are sick, both I and 
your mother die of sorrow and the Roman people should be 
in peril for the safety of the empire. It matters nothing whether 
I be well or no, if you be not well. I beseech the gods to pre- 
serve you for us, and bless you with health both now and ever, 
if they love the Roman people.” 

22 

He did not divulge the death of Auguftus until he had 
taken off young Agrippa, who was slain by a tribune in 
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command of his guard upon reading a written order for that 
purpose. Whether this order was left behind by Augtiitus, who 
had written it before his death to prevent any occasion of public 
tumult afterwards; or whether Livia issued it, in the name of 
Augustus, and with the knowledge of Tiberius or without it, 
remains uncertain. It is known that when the tribune brought 
him word that his command had been executed, he replied: 'T 
gave you no such command, and you muit answer for the deed 
to the senate;” avoiding, as it seems, the odixun of the adt for 
the present. And within a little while the matter was buried 
in silence. 

Having assembled the senate by virtue of his tribunitian 
authority, and begun to make a speech of consolation on the 
death of Augustus, suddenly, as if unable to mafter his grief, 
he fell into a fit of sighing and groaning; and wishing that not 
his voice only, but his vital breath, might fail him, he gave his 
written speech to his son Drusus to read aloud. Augustus’s will 
was then brought in and read by a freedman; none of the 
witnesses to it being admitted but such as were of the senatorian 
order, the reSt Standing without the doors and there ac- 
knowledging their handwriting. The will began thus; “Since 
my sinister fortune has deprived me of my two sons, Caius and 
Lucius, I will that Tiberius Caraar be mine heir to two-thirds 
of my estate.” By the preface thus affixed to the document, 
the suspicion felt by some, that Tiberius was chosen as his 
successor more out of necessity than desire, was augmented. 

Though he made no scruple to enter upon his imperial 
authority immediately, and to exercise its rights by giving orders 
that he should be attended by the guards, who were the main- 
stay and insignia of absolute rule: yet he affedted, by a moSl 
impudent impoSture, to refuse it for a long time; one while 
sharply rebuking his friends who encouraged him to accept it, 
by representing to them, as those who knew it not, what a 
monstrous and untamed beaSt an Empire was; and another while 
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keeping in suspense the senate, when they besought him and 
threw themselves at his feet, by ambiguous answers and a crafty 
IrinH of dissimulation; insomuch that some were out of patience, 
and one cried out, during the tumult: “Let him either take 
it at once, or decline;” and a second openly upbraided him in 
these words: "Others are slack in performing what they 
promise, but you are slack in promising what you adually per- 
form.” In the end, as if under compulsion, and complaining 
of the miserable and burdensome servitude imposed upon him, 
he accepted the government; but not without giving hopes of 
some day resigning it. His exad words were these: “Until the 
time shall come, when ye may think it meet to give some red 
to my old age.” 

The cause of his long demur was fear of imminent danger 
on every side, insomuch that he would often say: “I have got 
a wolf by the ears.” For a slave of Agrippa’s, Clemens by name, 
had gathered a considerable force to revenge his mader’s death; 
Lucius Scribonius Libo, a senator of the fird rank, was secretly 
plotting sedition; and the troops both in Illyricum and Ger- 
many were mutinous. Both armies insided upon high demands, 
particularly that their pay should be made equal to that of the 
pretorian guards. The army in Germany absolutely refused to 
honour a prince who was not their own choice, and with all 
their might and main urged Germanicus, who was then their 
general, to take the government on himself, though he doutly 
refused to do so. Fearing the outcome of this controversy more 
than anything else, Tiberius requeded the senate to assign him 
some part oiJy in the adminidration, such as they should deem 
proper, since no man could be sufficient for the whole, without 
one or more to assid him. He feigned likewise to be in frail 
health, that Germanicus might the more patiently wait in 
hopes of speedily succeeding him, or at lead of being admitted 
as a colleague in the government. When he had suppressed the 
mutinies in the armies, he brought Clemens under his power 
by a wily drategem. That he might not begin his reign by a 
rigorous proceeding, he did not call Libo to an account before 
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the senate until his second year, being content, in the mean- 
time, with taking vigilant measures to protect his own welfare. 
For upon Libo’s attending a sacrifice among the high prie^, 
he ordered that instead of the usual knife, a lead one should 
be given him; and when Libo requested at one time a private 
conference with him, he would not grant it except on condition 
that his son Drusus should be present; and as they walked to- 
gether, he held Libo faft by the right hand under colour of 
leaning upon him, until their conversation was ended. 

26 

But once delivered from his fears, he carried himself in 
an orderly and unassuming manner, much as if he were a private 
person. Of the many and great honours which were decreed 
to him, he accepted but few and such as were very modeft. 
His birthday, which fell in the time of the Plebeian Circensian 
games, he would hardly sufier to be honoured with the addition 
of only a single chariot drawn by two horses. He forbad 
temples, flamens, or priefts to be appointed for him, as likewise 
the eredion of any datues or effigies for him, without his per- 
mission; and this he granted only on condition that they should 
not be placed among the images of the gods, but only among 
the ornaments of houses. He also interposed to prevent the 
senate from swearing to observe and keep his ads inviolably; 
and prohibited their calling the month of September, Tiberius, 
or October, Livia. The forename likewise of Emperor, with the 
cognomen of Father of his Country, and a civic crown in the 
vedibule of his house, he would not countenance. Even the 
name of Augudus, hereditary though it was, he would not use in 
any of his letters, except those addressed to kings and potentates. 
Nor had he any more than three consulships; one for a few 
days, another for three months, and a third, during his absence 
from the city, until the ides (lyth) of May. 

He deteded flattery so much that he would never suffer 
any senator to approach his litter as he passed through the 
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Greets, either to pay him a civility, or upon any business. When 
a man of consular rank, by way of humbly entreating his 
pardon for some oflFence, essayed to kneel before him, he Parted 
back in such precipitation that he tumbled and fell on his 
back. If any address seemed in the leaA redolent of obsequious- 
ness, either in private discourse or in a set speech, he would not 
scruple to interrupt the speaker both to reprimand him, and 
to corred such terms. Being once called “Lord”, by some 
person, he gave warning that he desired never more to be 
affronted in that manner. When another alluded to his occu- 
pations as "sacred”, and a third represented that he waited upon 
the senate “by his authority”, he charged them to change their 
expressions, the one by substituting "persuasion” for authority, 
and the other by putting “laborious” in place of “sacred.” 

28 

In all instances of foul rumours, slanderous reports, and 
reviling verses which were spread againSt him or his relations, 
he remained firm and patient in his ruHng that: “In a free State, 
both the tongue and the mind ought to be free.” And when 
the senate earnestly besought him to consider these crimes, as 
well as the offenders themselves, he anwered them: “We have 
not so much leisure on our hands that we ought to involve 
ourselves in so many affairs. If you open this window once, you 
will soon have time for nothing else. All private quarrels will 
be referred to you, under that pretence.” There is also on 
record another Statement made by him in the senate, which is 
equally civil of tone: “If he speaks otherwise of me, I shall take 
care to behave in such a manner as to be able to give a good 
account of my words and adions; and if he persists, I shall hate 
him in my turn.” 

29 

These things were so much the more remarkable in him, 
becatise, in the resped he paid to individuals or the whole body 
of the senate he went beyond all bounds. When he dissented 
one day from Quintus Haterius in the senate hoxise, “Pardon 
me, sir,” he said, “I beseech you, if I shall, as a senator, speak 
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my mind very freely in opposition to you.” And then, direding 
his speech to the whole house, he said: “My Lords, I say it now, 
as I have often said it at other times, that a good and useful 
prince, whom you have inve^ed with so great and absolute 
power, ought to be a slave to the senate, to the whole body of 
the people, and often to individuals likewise: nor am I sorry 
that I have said it. For I have always found you good, kind, 
and gracious makers, and ftill find you so.” 

30 

He likewise introduced a certain show of liberty, by pre- 
serving to the senate and magiArates their former majeity and 
power; neither was there any matter, either great or small, 
public or private, but he laid it before the senate; as namely, 
the taxes and monopolies, the ereding or repairing of edifices, 
levying and disbanding of soldiers, the disposal of the legions 
and auxiliary forces in the provinces, the appointment of gener- 
als for the management of extraordinary wars, and the answers 
to letters from foreign princes. He compelled the commander 
of a troop of horse, who was accused of robbery attended with 
outrage, to plead his cause before the senate. He never entered 
the senate-house but alone; and being once brought thither in a 
litter, because of illness, he dismissed his attendants at the door. 

31 

When some decrees were enadted againft his expressed 
judgment, he did not even make any complaint. And not- 
withstanding that he thought no magistrates after their nomi- 
nation should be permitted to absent themselves from the city, 
in order that they might receive their honours in person, a 
pretor-eledt obtained liberty to depart under the honorary title 
of a legate-at-large. Again, when he proposed to the senate, 
that the Trebians might have leave granted them to divert some 
money which had been left them by will for the purpose of 
building a new theatre, to that of making a road, he could not 
prevail to have the will of the teStator set aside. And when, 
upon a division of the house, he went over to the minority, 
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nobody followed him. All other matters of a public nature 
were likewise handled and debated by the magistrates, and in 
the usual forms; the authority of the consuls waxing so great, 
that some ambassadors from Africa applied to them, for dis- 
patch, complaining that they were put off by Cjesar to whom 
they had been sent. And small marvel: seeing that he himself 
would rise up as the consuls approached, and give them the way. 


32 

He rebuked some generals of armies, who were also of 
consular rank, for not writing to the senate an account of 
their exploits, and for consulting him about the diftribution 
of military rewards: as if they themselves had not a right to 
beAow them as they deemed fit. He commended a pretor who, 
on entering office, revived an old cuitom of making honourable 
mention of his anceftors, in a speech to the people. He ac- 
companied the corpses of certain persons of noble rank to the 
funeral pile, with the common multitude. He displayed like 
moderation with relation to persons and things of inferior im- 
portance. When he sent for the magiArates of Rhodes for 
having dispatched to him a letter on public business which was 
not subscribed, he gave them not so much as one harsh word, 
but only commanding them to subscribe it, he sent them away. 
Diogenes, the grammarian, who used to hold pubhc disquisitions 
at Rhodes every sabbath day, once refused him admittance upon 
his coming out of course especially to hear him, and sent him a 
message by a servant, fixing his attendance on the next seventh 
day. When Diogenes afterwards came to Rome and ftood be- 
fore his gate at Rome to pay his respedts to him, he sent him 
word to come again at the end of seven years. To some 
governors, who advised him to burden the provinces with taxes, 
he wrote: “It is the part of a good shepherd to shear his sheep, 
not to flay them.” 


33 

By little and little he showed his princely majefty and 
exercised it for a long time with some variety of condud, yet 
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for the moft part in a mild and gracious manner and in recog- 
nition of the public weal. At firft he only interposed his abso- 
lute voice to check unjuft measures. Therefore, he rescinded 
some decrees of the senate; and when the magiftrates sat for the 
adminiftration of juftice, he would offer himself as an assiftant 
in their councils, either taking his place indiscriminately among 
them, or seating himself in a corner of the tribunal. If a rumour 
went forth that any person under prosecution was likely to be 
acquitted by his favour, he would suddenly appear, and from 
the floor of the court, or the pretor’s bench, remind the judges 
of the laws, of their oaths, and the nature of the charge brought 
before them. Also, if anything were amiss or faulty in the 
public morals, through negleft or evil cuftom, he undertook 
to reform it. 


34 

He abridged the expense of the plays and public spedtacles 
by lowering the allowances to adors and reducing the number 
of gladiators. He complained grievously to the senate, that 
the price of Corinthian vessels was become enormous, and that 
three mullets had been sold for thirty thousand sefterces: upon 
which he proposed that a new sumptuary law should be enaded; 
that the butchers and other dealers in viands should be subjed 
to an assize, fixed by the senate yearly; and the ediles com- 
missioned to reftrain eating houses and taverns, so far as not 
even to permit the sale of any kind of paftry. And to encourage 
frugality in the public by his own example, he would often, 
at his solemn feafts, have at his tables viduals which had been 
served up the day before, and were partly eaten, saying, that 
the side of a wild boar had in it the same savoury bits as the 
whole. He forbad expressly by an edid the pradice of people’s 
kissing each other when they met; likewise the exchange of 
new year’s gifts after the calends (the firft) of January was 
passed. He was himself in the habit of returning these offerings 
fourfold and with his own hand; but being annoyed by the 
continual interruption to which he was exposed during the 
whole month, by those who had not the opportunity of attend- 
ing him on the feftival, he never gave any after that day. 
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35 

Married women guilty of adultery, though not prosecuted 
publicly, he authorized the nearest relations to punish by agree- 
ment among themselves, according to ancient cuitom. He re- 
leased a Roman knight from his oath never to put away his 
wife, and allowed him to divorce her, upon her being taken 
in adultery with her son-in-law. Women infamous for loose 
condudl, diverting themselves of the rights and dignity of 
matrons, had now begun a pradice of professing themselves 
proftitutes, that they might elude the penalties of the law; and 
the mod profligate young men of the senatorian and equedrian 
orders, to secure themselves againd a decree of the senate, which 
prohibited their performing on the dage, or in the amphi- 
theatre, voluntarily drew upon themselves the note of infamy 
by committing lewd ads. Both these and the light women 
aforesaid, he banished, that none for the future might evade by 
such artifices the intention and efficacy of the law. He dripped 
a senator of the broad dripes on his robe upon intelligence of 
his having removed to his gardens before the calends (the fird) 
of July, in order that he might afterwards hire a house cheaper 
in the city. He likewise deprived of his quedorship one who, 
having chosen a wife by lottery on one day, dismissed her on 
the next. 

36 

All foreign religions, including the Egyptian and Jewish 
rites, he prohibited: compelling those who pradiced that kind 
of superdition, to burn their vedments and all their sacred 
utensils. He didributed the Jewish youths, under colour of a 
military oath, to sundry provinces noted, above other things, 
for an unwholesome and pedilential climate; the red of that 
nation or such as were addided to its pradices, he banished out 
of Rome, imder pain of perpetual bondage if they obeyed not. 
He expelled also the adrologers; but upon their earned entreaty 
and promise to give over the pradice of that art, he suffered 
them to remain. 

37 

He took especial care to keep the peace, and to preserve 
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the itate from outrages and robberies, as also from mutinies 
and seditions. He therefore increased the number of military 
stations throughout Italy; and formed a camp at Rome for 
the pretorian cohorts which, till then, had been quartered in 
the city. All insurredions of the people he punished mod 
sharply; and took likewise much pains to prevent them. Some 
persons having been killed in a quarrel which broke out in the 
theatre, he banished the leaders of the parties, as well as the 
players about whom the fray had arisen; nor could all the en- 
treaties of the people afterwards induce him to recall them. 
When the people of Pollentia would not suffer the corpse of a 
certain centurion of the fird rank to be carried out of the 
forum until they had forcibly extorted from his heirs a sum of 
money for a public exhibition of gladiators, he detached one 
cohort from the city, and another from the kingdom of 
Cottius: who, concealing the cause of their march, entered the 
town by different gates, with their arms suddenly displayed, and 
trumpets blaring; and, having seized the greated part of the 
people and the magidrates, cast them into prison for life. He 
abolished everywhere the privileges of all places of refuge. The 
Cyzicenians having committed an outrage upon some Romans, 
he deprived them of the liberty they had obtained for their good 
services in the Mithridatic war. The rebellions of foreign 
enemies he suppressed by his lieutenants, without ever going 
againd them in person; nor would he even employ his 
lieutenants but with much reludtance, and when it was abso- 
lutely imperative. Kings who rebelliously took arms, or were 
suspeded of seditious designs, he kept down more by threats 
and remondrances than by force. Some whom he induced to 
come to him with fair words and promises, he never would 
permit to return home: as, namely, Maraboduus the German, 
Thrascypolis the Thracian, and Archelaus the Cappadocian, 
whose kingdom he even reduced to the form of a province. 


38 

For two years together after he came into the empire, he 
never set foot once outside the gates of Rome. And in the years 
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ensuing, went no farther from the city than to some of the 
neighbouring towns: his longed journey being to Antium, and 
that but infrequently and for a few days only — though he 
often gave out that he would visit the provinces and armies, 
and made preparations for it almoft every year by taking up 
carriages and ordering provisions for his retinue in the muni- 
cipia and colonies. He even, at the laA, suffered vows to be put 
up for his good journey and safe return; insomuch that he was 
called, in jeft, by the name of Callipides, who is noted in a 
Greek proverb to be always running, yet never gaining ground 
by one cubit. 

39 A.u,c. 779 

But after he was bereft of both his sons, of which Ger- 
manicus, the adopted, died in Syria, and Drusus, the natural, 
at Rome, he withdrew into Campania; at which time men were 
persuaded, and spoke of it commonly, that he would never 
return but would die soon after. Both predictions very nearly 
were fulfilled. For, in truth, he never more came to Rome; 
and a few days after leaving it, when he was at a villa of his 
called the Cave, near Terracina, during supper a great many 
huge itones fell from above and killed several of the gue^ and 
attendants; but he himself miraculously escaped. 

40 

After he had gone round Campania, and dedicated the 
capitol at Capua and a temple to AuguAus at Nola, where he 
had died, (which he pretended to have been the motive of his 
journey) , he retired to Capri; being greatly delighted with the 
island, because there was but one way of access to it and that 
by a narrow beach; otherwise it was enclosed by craggy rocks 
and fteep cliffs of a stupendous height, and by the deep sea. 
But soon after, when the people called him and urgently be- 
sought him to return, because of a disaster at Fidenae, where 
upwards of twenty thousand persons had been killed by the 
fall of the amphitheatre during a public spedacle of gladiators, 
he crossed over again to the continent and gave all people free 
audience with him; although, at his departure from the city, 
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he had caused it to be proclaimed that no one should address 
him, and had declined admittance to any persons who ap- 
proached him on the journey. 

41 

Returning to the island, he so far abandoned all care of 
the government that he never filled up the decuria; of the 
knights, never changed any military tribunes or prefers, or 
governors of provinces, and kept Spain and Syria for several 
years without any consular lieutenants. He likewise sufFered 
Armenia to be seized by the Parthians, Mcesia by the Dacians 
and Sarmatians, and Gaul to be ravaged by the Germans; to 
the great shame, no less than the danger, of the empire. 

42 

But having now the liberty of this secret place, and being 
removed from the eyes of the people of Rome, he at once 
poured forth and indulged all those vices which he had but 
half dissimulated for a long time; and of these I shall give a 
particular relation from the very beginning. While a young 
soldier in the camp, he was so notorious for his excessive greedi- 
ness for wine that, for Tiberius, they called him Biberius; for 
Claudius, Caldius; and for Nero, Mero. And after he succeeded 
to the empire, and was invented with the ofBce of reforming 
the morality of the people, he spent a whole night and two 
days together in feasting and drinking with Pomponius Flaccus 
and Lucius Piso; to one of whom he immediately gave the 
government of the province Syria and to the other the pre- 
fecture of the city: professing in his letters patent that they 
were “moSt pleasant companions and friends for all occasions.” 
To Se^ius Galltis, a lewd and spendthrift old fellow, who had 
in times paSt been disgraced by Augu^us and reprimanded by 
himself but a few days before in the senate-house, he sent word 
that he would sup with him: upon this condition, that he 
altered nothing in his usual manner of entertainment and that 
they should be attended at table by naked girls. He preferred 
a very obscure candidate for the queftorship, before the moft 
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noble competitors, only because he drank ofF, in pledging him 
at table, an amphora of wine at a draught. He presented 
Asellius Sabinus with two hundred thousand seiterces for 
writing a dialogue, by way of dispute, betwixt the truffle and 
the fig-pecker, the oyfter and the thrush. To conclude, he in- 
Aituted a new office, for the originating of unfamiliar carnal 
pleasures, over which he appointed Titus Caesonius Priscus, a 
Roman knight and one who had been censor. 

43 

In his retreat at Capri he also contrived a room with many 
couches and adapted to the purpose of secret wantonness, 
where he entertained companies of girls and catamites, and 
assembled from all quarters devisers of monArous and unnatural 
lewdness whom he called Spintriw: and who, the better to re- 
vive his fainting courage and feeble luA, were wont to link 
themselves together in three ranks and pradice before his eyes 
their sensual arts. He had many bedchambers hung with 
pictures and Aatues representing figures in the moA lascivious 
attitudes, and furnished with the books of Elephantis, that none 
might want a pattern for the execution of any filthy projed 
that was prescribed him. He arranged in the woods and groves, 
here and there, recesses for the gratification of luA; where, 
within caves and hollow rocks, young persons of both sexes 
indulged their passions in the disguise of little Pans and nymphs; 
insomuch that he was publicly termed, by an abuse of the name 
of the island, Caprineus. For the name of Capri has a double 
meaning and signifies also a goat. 

44 

He incurred yet greater infamy for filthiness such as may 
not well be described and much less believed: to vdt, that he 
taught fine boys, the tendereA and daintieA that might be had 
(whom he called his little fishes) to converse and play between 
his thighs as he was swimming, and prettily with tongue and 
teeth seem to nibble at his secret parts; and likewise that he 
took babies of good growth and Arength, though not yet 
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weaned, and set them to his private member as to the nipple 
of a brea^, to suck. When a pidure, painted by Parrhasius, in 
which the artid had represented Atalanta in the ad of ofFering 
Meleager a peculiar assuagement for his li]d, was bequeathed 
to him upon the condition, that if the matter shown was of- 
fensive to him, he might receive in lieu of it a million of 
sederces, he not only chose the pidure but hung it up in his 
bedchamber. It is also reported, that during a sacrifice, he took 
such an ardent fancy to the beautiful face and form of a youth 
who held a censer, that, before the religious rites were well 
over, he took him aside and abused his body; as also a brother 
of his who had been playing the flute; and soon afterwards 
broke the legs of both of them for upbraiding one another 
with their shame. 


45 

Moreover, his foul behaviour with women, even those of 
the highed birth and reputation, appeared very plainly by the 
death of one Mallonia who, being brought to his bed by force, 
but resolutely refusing to comply with his demands, he gave 
her up to the common informers to be falsely accused. Even 
when she was upon her trial, he called out to her and asked 
whether she repented not yet of her obdinacy? — ^persiding so 
long that she, quitting the court, went home and dabbed her- 
self, after having openly upbraided the beadly old lecher for 
his gross obscenity. Whereupon, in a farce called Atellanicum 
Exodium, there was an allusion to him which was received with 
great accord, and was rife in every man’s mouth, that the “old 
goat” was savouring the does. 

46 

He was very niggardly of his purse and never allowed his 
attendants, in his travels and expeditions, any remuneration but 
their diet. Once indeed he treated them liberally, at the indi- 
gation of his dep father, when, dividing them into three classes, 
according to their rank, he gave the fird six, the second four, 
and the third two, hundred thousand sederces; which lad class 
he called not friends, but Greeks. 
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47 

All die while he was Emperor, he never biult any stately 
edifice; for the only things he did undertake, namely, building 
the temple of Augu&us and rearing Pompey^s Theatre, he 
left at la& after man y years imfiniApd. Nor did he ever enter- 
tain the people with public spedacles; and he was rarely present 
at those which were given by others, left anything of diat kind 
should be requefted of him; especially after he was obliged to 
give freedom to the comedian Aftius. Having relieved the 
poverty of a few senators, to avoid further demands he de- 
clared that he should for the future assift none but those who 
gave the senate full satisfaftion as to the cause of their necessity. 
Upon this, moft of the needy senators, from modefty and 
shame, declined troubling him; among these was Hortalus, 
grandson to the celebrated orator Quintus Hortensius who, 
marrying by the persuasion of Auguftus, had brought up four 
children upon a very small eftate. 

48 

He showed public miinificence upon only two occasions. 
One was an offer to lend gratis, for three years, a hundred 
millions of seSerces to those who wanted to borrow; and the 
other, when, some large houses being burnt down upon Mount 
CoeKus, he indemnified the owners. To the former of these be 
was compelled by the clamours of the people, in a great scarcity 
of money, when he had ratified a decree of the senate obliging 
all money-lenders to advance two-thirds of their capital on land, 
and the debtors to pay off at once the same proportion of their 
debts, and it was found insufEcient to remedy the grievance. 
The other he did to alleviate in some degree the pressure of the 
times; for it was then that the calamity occurred at Fideney, 
■^^lich caused the death of twenty thousand persons. Never- 
theless, he efloemed so greatly his benef aftion to the sufferers by 
fire, that he ordered the Coelian Hill to be called, in future, 
the Anguftan. To the soldiery, after doubling the legacy left 
them by Auguftus, he never gave anything, except a thousand 
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denarii a man to the pretorian guards, for not joining the party 
of Sejanus; and some presents to the legions in Syria, because 
they alone had not paid reverence to the eflSgies of Sejanus 
among their standards. He seldom gave discharges to the veteran 
soldiers, calculating on their deaths from advanced age, and on 
what would be saved by thus getting rid of them, in the way of 
rewards or pensions. Nor did he ever relieve the provinces by 
any ad of generosity, excepting Asia, where some cities had 
been dedroyed by an earthquake. 

49 

In the course of a very short time, he turned his mind to 
sheer rapine. It is certain, that Cneius Lentulus, the augur, a 
man of great wealth, was driven by him, in very fear and 
anguish of mind, to make him his heir; and that Lepida, a lady 
of a very noble family, was condemned by him to gratify 
Quirinus, a man of consular rank, extremely rich, and childless, 
who had divorced her twenty years before and now charged 
her with an old design to poison him. Several persons, likewise, 
of the fird didindion in Gaul, Spain, Syria, and Greece, had 
their edates confiscated upon such slight and impudent pre- 
tenses that againd some of them no other charge was pre- 
ferred, than that they held large sums of ready money as part 
of their property. Old immunities, the rights of mining and 
of levying tolls, were taken from several cities and private 
persons. And Vonones, king of the Parthians, who had been 
driven out of his dominions by his own subjeds, and fled to 
Antioch with a vad treasure, claiming the protedion of the 
Roman people, his alHes, was treacherously robbed of all his 
money and afterwards slain. 

50 

The hatred that he bore his own kinsfolk was fird mani- 
feded toward his brother Drusus, whom he betrayed by dis- 
closing a letter to himself, in which Drusus proposed that 
Augudus should be forced to redore the public liberty; and 
toward the red of his family, in process of time, he showed 
the same disposition. So far was he from according his wife 
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Jtilia any courtesy or kindness, when she was banished, and, by 
her father’s order, confined to one town, that he forbad her to 
itir out of the house or enjoy any intercourse with society. He 
proceeded so far as to deprive her of the dowry given her by 
Auguftus, and of her yearly allowance, by taking advantage 
of a point of law, because no express provision was made for 
them in the will. Being harassed by his mother, Livia, who 
claimed an equal share in the government with him, he frequent- 
ly avoided seeing her, or having long and secret conferences 
with her, that it should not be thought he was swayed by her 
counsel, which, notwithstanding, he sometimes sought and 
followed. He was much offended at the senate, when they pro- 
posed to add to his other titles that of the Son of Livia, as well 
as Augustus. He, therefore, would not suffer her to be called 
"the Mother of her Country,” nor to receive any extraordinary 
mark of honour. He many times admonished her, also, not to 
mix in weighty affairs and such as were not suited to women; 
especially when, upon the Temple of VeSta catching fire, she 
came thither in person, and encouraged the people and soldiers 
to do their beSt, as she had been used to do in the time of her 
husband. 


51 

By these degrees, he proceeded to an open rupture with 
her, but chiefly it is said, upon this occasion: she having 
frequently urged him to place among the judges a person who 
had been made free of the city, he flatly refused unless she 
would allow it to be inscribed on the roll: "That the appoint- 
ment had been extorted from him by his mother.” Highly 
displeased at this, Livia brought forth from her chapel some 
letters from Augustus to her, complaining of the perverse, 
bitter, and intolerable humour of Tiberius; and these she openly 
read. He was so much enraged, both that these letters had been 
preserved so long, and that she should caft them at him so 
spitefully, that some think this incident was the principal 
reason for his departure from the City. And during the three 
years which he spent apart from her, he saw her but once, and 
that for a few hours only. Afterwards, when she fell sick, he 
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showed no inclination to visit her; and when she died he 
sufiFered her body to Stay so long above ground (while friends 
deferred the funeral, hoping he would come) , that it was in a 
Aate of decay and putrefadion before the interment; and he 
then forbad divine honours being paid to her, afFeding to follow 
out her own wishes. He likewise annulled her will, and in a 
short time ruined all her friends and acquaintances, even those 
to whom, on her death-bed, she had recommended the care of 
her funeral; one of them, a man of equedrian rank, he even 
condemned to the treadmill. 


52 

He loved neither his own son, Drusus, nor his adopted 
one, Germanicus. Taking offence at the vices of Drusus, who 
was of an effeminate nature and given to a loose, idle mind, he 
was not greatly a£Feded at his death; but, almod immediately 
after the funeral, resumed his ordinary duties and prohibited 
the cudomary vacation of the courts from being continued any 
longer. Moreover, when the ambassadors from the people of 
Ilium came somewhat late to offer their sympathy, he said to 
them by way of banter, “and I heartily condole with you on 
the loss of your renowned countryman, the brave and noble 
Hedor.” So much did he depreciate Germanicus, that he not 
only passed over his achievements as utterly insignificant, but 
spoke of his mod glorious vidories as being ruinous to the date. 
He also complained of him to the senate because he went to 
Alexandria without his knowledge upon occasion of a great 
and sudden famine at Rome. It was believed, too, that he was 
the cause of Germanicus’ death, in that he took care to have 
him dispatched by Cneius Piso, his lieutenant in Syria, who 
was afterwards tried for the murder, and who would, as was 
supposed, have produced his orders, had they not been con- 
tained in a private and confidential dispatch. Tiberius was 
many times blamed in the matter, and often in the night this 
cry was heard: "Give us back our Germanicus!”, which words 
were likewise ported up in various places to confront him. The 
suspicion was afterwards upheld by his barbarous treatment 
of his wife and children. 
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His daughter-in-law Agrippina, after the death of her 
husband, once complained of him more boldly than usual; 
whereupon he took her by the hand and addressed her in a 
Greek verse to this effed: “My dear child, do you think you 
are wronged, because you are not empress?” and never spoke 
to her again. Also, upon her refusing once at supper to tafte 
some fruit which he presented to her, he never invited her 
to his table any more, pretending that she in eflFecb charged 
him with a design to poison her; whereas the episode had been 
purposely prearranged, both that he should proffer the fruit, 
and that she should be forewarned that it would assuredly 
cause her death. At laft, having her accused of a design to flee 
for refuge to the Aatue of Augustus, or to the army, he 
banished her to the island of Pandataria, whither the elder Livia 
was banished by Auguftus; and as she railed at him for this, 
he caused a centurion to lash her across the face and to Arike 
out one of her eyes, \ii7hen she was fully determined to starve 
herself to death, he caused her mouth to be forcibly opened, 
and food crammed down her throat. But she, persisting in her 
resolution, died soon afterward. He then overwhelmed her 
memory with the baseSt aspersions and forced the senate to 
put her birthday among the number of unlucky days on the 
calendar. Furthermore, he took credit, as for a high favour 
done her, in that he had not caused her to be Strangled and her 
body cast upon the Gemonian Steps; and in reward for such 
singular clemency, he suffered a decree of the senate to pass 
that thanks should be given to him and a present of gold con- 
secrated to Jupiter Capitolinus. 

54 

By Germanicus he had three grandsons, Nero, Drusus, and 
Caius; and by his son Drusus one, named Tiberius. Of these, 
after the loss of his sons, he commended Nero and Drusus, the 
two eldest sons of Germanicus, to the senate; and celebrated 
their solemn presentation at the forum by scattering money 
among the people. But when he found that on entering upon 
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the new year, they were included in the public vows for his 
own welfare, he gave the senate to understand, "that such 
honours ought not to be conferred but upon those who had 
been proved and were of more advanced years.” Thereby 
having laid bare his inner feelings towards them, he exposed 
them to the slanders and imputations of all men: when also, 
by subtle devices to provoke them to rail at and taunt him, 
that he might be provided with a pretext for destroying them, 
he charged them with it in a letter to the senate: at the same 
time accusing them, in the bitterest terms, of the moSt heinous 
offences. Upon their being judged enemies of the State, he 
Starved them to death: Nero, in the island of Ponza, and Drusus 
in the vaults of the Palatium. Some think that Nero was driven 
to accomplish his own death by the executioner’s showing him 
some halters and hooks, as if he had been sent to him by order 
of the senate. Drusus, it is said, was so ravenous with hunger, 
that he attempted to eat the chaff with which his mattress was 
Stuffed. The relics of both were so scattered, that it was with 
diflSculty they were colleded. 


55 

Besides his old friends and intimate acquaintances, he de- 
manded the assistance of twenty of the moSt prominent citizens 
of Rome as counsellors in the condud of public affairs. Out 
of all this number, scarcely two or three came out alive; all 
the rest he persecuted and destroyed upon one pretence or 
another: among whom was iElius Sejanus, whose fall was at- 
tended with the ruin of many others. He had advanced this 
minister to the highest place of authority, not so much from 
any real regard for him, as that by his base and sinister practices 
he might circumvent the children of Germanicus and so 
establish as heir apparent to the empire his own grandson by 
Drusus. 


56 

Nor did he accord any milder treatment to the Greek 
professors and artists who daily lived and conversed with him, 
even those in whom he took the greatest pleasure. Of one of 
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them, named Zeno, when he used some unfamiliar phrase, he 
inquired: “What harsh dialed is that?” Upon his answering 
“TTie Doric”, he banished him to Cinara, suspeding that he 
twitted him with his former residence at Rhodes, whose natives 
speak Doric. His manner being to propound quedions at supper, 
suggested by what he had been reading in the day, and having 
learned that Seleucus, the grammarian, always inquired of his 
attendants what authors he was then Studying and so came pre- 
pared for his enquiries, he firSt forbad him his house and then 
drove him to take his own life. 

57 

His cruel and unpliable nature was apparent when he was 
Still a child; which Theodorus of Gadara, his master in rhetoric, 
first observed and expressed moSt fitly, when by way of chiding 
him he called him sometimes “Clay soaked in blood.” But his 
disposition betrayed itself Still more clearly on his attaining the 
imperial power, and even in the beginning of his administration, 
when he was endeavouring to win the favour of the people 
with a pretence of moderation. A certain wag, when a funeral 
passed through the Streets, called out to the dead man: “Tell 
Augustus that the legacies he bequeathed to the people are not 
yet paid.” Tiberius, ordering the man to be brought before 
him, caused him to be given the amount due him and then led 
to execution, that he might deliver the message to his father 
himself. Not long afterwards, when one Pompey, a Roman 
knight, persisted in his opposition to something he proposed in 
the senate, he threatened to send him to prison, and added: "Of 
a Pompey, I shall make a Pompeian of you;” alluding, by this 
biting taunt, both to the man’s name and the ill fortune of 
his party. 

58 

About the same time, when the pretor consulted him, 
whether it was his pleasure that the tribunals should take cogni- 
zance of accusations of treason, he replied: “The laws ought 
to be put in execution;” and in truth he enforced them with 
extreme rigour. Some person had taken off the head of AuguStixs 
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from one of his Aatues and replaced it by another. The matter 
was debated in the senate, and because some doubt arose as 
to the perpetrator of the deed, inquisition was made by torture. 
The one accused being found guilty and condemned, this kind 
of proceeding was carried so far that it became capital for a 
man to beat his slave, or change his clothes, near the Aatue of 
Augustus; to carry his head stamped upon the coin, or cut in 
the ^one of a ring, into a house of necessity, or a brothel; or 
to refledl upon anything that had been either said or done by 
him. To conclude, a person was condemned to death for suflFer- 
ing some honours to be decreed to him in the colony where 
he lived, upon the same day on which they had formerly been 
decreed to Augustus. 

59 

He performed many barbarous deeds, under colour of dis- 
cipline and reformation of manners, but in reality to gratify 
his own cruel nature; and this occasioned some verses which 
both deplored the present calamities and warned of the miseries 
to come: 

Obdurate wretch! too fierce, too fell to move 
The least kind yearnings of a mother’s love! 

No knight thou art, as having no eState; 

Long suffered’St thou in Rhodes an exile’s fate. 

No more the happy Golden Age we see; 

The Iron’s come, and sure to laSt with thee. 

Instead of wine he thirSted for before. 

He wallows now in floods of human gore. 

RefleSt, ye Romans, on the dreadful times. 

Made such by Marius, and by Sulla’s crimes. 

Reflect how Antony’s ambitious rage 
Twice scar’d with horror a distracted age. 

And say, Alas! Rome’s blood in Streams will flow, 

When banish’d miscreants rule this world below. 

At hr he would have these verses con^rued as resentful thru^ 
made by those who chafed imder his absolute rule at Rome, 
rather than as sincere expressions of honeA feeling; and he would 
always say: “Let them hate me, so long as they do but obey 
me.” At length, however, his a<3:ions proved that he was sensible 
they were too well founded. 
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60 

'VTithin a few days after iiis arrival at Capri, a £sbermaii 
mming up to him unexpededly, when he was desirous of being 
alone and presenting him with a large miillet, he ordered the 
man’ s face to be scrubbed all over with the fish; being af- 
frighted, no doubt, that the man had been able to creep upon 
him from the back of the island, over such rugged and Steep 
rocks. And when the poor fellow, in the midSt of his punish- 
ment, nevertheless rejoiced that he had not offered him a great 
lobd«r which he had also caught, he commanded that his face 
should be grated with the lobfter likewise. He put to death one 
of the pretorian guards for having filched a peacock out of his 
orchard. In one of his journeys, his litter being obstruded by 
some bushes, he ordered the officer whose duty it was to ride 
on and examine the road, and who was a centurion of the fir^t 
cohorts, to be laid on his face upon the ground and scourged 
almoS: to death. 

61 

Soon afterwards he broke out into all kinds of cruelty, 
never wanting occasions of one kind or another to serve as a 
pretext. He persecuted fir^ the friends and acquaintances of 
his mother, then those of his grandsons and his daughter-in- 
law, and lastly those of Sejanus: after whose death he grew 
m<^ incredibly crueL From this it appeared that he had not 
been so much in^gated by Sejanus, as supplied with occasions 
to serve his savage temper when he wanted them ; however, in 
a short memoir which he composed of his own life, he conceived 
this impudent fidion, "that he had executed Sejanus because he 
had found that he was bent upon the deSxuAion of the children 
of his son Germanicus,” — ^the one of whom, in truth, he himself 
mtu-dered, when he began to susped Sejanus, and the other 
after Sejanus was executed. To detail all his bloody projeds 
and deeds would be well-nigh endless; it shall suffice therefore 
U> set down a few examples, in their different kinds and de- 
grees. Not a day passed without the punishment of some person 
or other, not excepting holidays, or those appropriated to the 
worship of the gods. Some were tried on New Year’s Day. Of 
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many who were condemned, their wives and children shared 
the same fate; and for those who were sentenced to death, the 
kinsfolk were forbidden to wear mourning. Considerable re- 
wards were voted for the prosecutors, and sometimes for the 
witnesses also. The information of any person, without ex- 
ception, was credited; and all ofFences were capital, even the 
speaking of a few simple words, without ill intent. A poet was 
charged with abusing Agamemnon, in a tragedy; and a his- 
torian, A. Cremutius Cordus, for calling Brutus and Cassius 
“the la^t of the Romans.” The two authors were immediately 
called to account and their writings suppressed, notwithstand- 
ing that they had been well received some years before, and 
read in the presence of Augustus. Some who were thrown into 
prison were not only denied the solace of Study, but debarred 
from all company and conversation. Many persons, when 
summoned to trial. Stabbed themselves at home to avoid the 
distress and ignominy of a pubUc condemnation, which they 
were certain would ensue. Others took poison in the senate 
house. The wounds were bound up, and all who had not ex- 
pired, were carried, half-dead and panting for life, to prison. 
Those who were put to death were thrown down the Gemonian 
Stairs and then dragged into the Tiber. In one day, twenty 
were treated in this manner; and among them women and boys. 
In the case of young girls, these were firSt devirginated by the 
executioner and afterwards Strangled, because it was not lawful 
to execute virgins. Did any appear willing to die, they were 
forced to live. For he thought death was so light a punishment, 
that upon hearing that Carnulius, one of the accused, who was 
under prosecution, had killed himself, he exclaimed: "Carnulius 
has escaped me!” In calling over his prisoners, when one of 
them besought him for speedy death, he retorted: "Nay, you 
are not yet restored to favour, that I should show you such 
kindness.” A man of consular rank writes in his annals that 
once at a great feaSt, where he was himself present, when 
Tiberius was suddenly asked aloud by a dwarf Standing among 
the buffoons, why Paconius, who was charged with treason, 
lived so long: he immediately reprimanded him for his imperti- 
nent tongue, but a few days later wrote to the senate to pro- 
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ceed with all speed towards the execution of Paconius. 

62 

Galled and fretted by news which he received of his son 
Drusus’s death, he plunged into ftill greater excesses of cruelty; 
for, having imagined that he had died from the results of his 
intemperate life, when he learned that he had been poisoned 
by the design of his wife, Livilla, and Sejanus, he spared no one 
from torture and death. So immersed was he for whole days 
together, with the examination of this matter, that when word 
came to him that the person in whose house he had lodged at 
Rhodes, and whom he had by friendly letters invited to Rome, 
was arrived, he ordered him immediately to be put to the 
torture, as a party concerned in the enquiry. Afterwards, when 
his error was discovered, he caused him to be put to death, that 
he might not make known the things done to him. The scene 
of his bloody carnage is ftill shown at Capri, where he ordered 
those who were condemned to die, after long and exquisite tor- 
ments, to be flung headlong before his face into the sea; where, 
ready to deal with them, were a party of soldiers belonging to 
the fleet, who battered them with poles and oars, that no breath 
might remain in their bodies. He had devised moreover, among 
other kinds of torture, one which involved getting men very 
drunk with wine, upon which he caused their private members 
to be tied up with harp^trings, so that they became painfully 
swollen, both with the tightness of the ligature and the 
ftoppage of their urine. Had it not been that death prevented 
him, and Thrasyllus, the Astrologer, also prevailed upon him, 
designedly, as some say, to forgo some of his monStrous designs 
in the hope of longer life, he would have destroyed many more, 
and perhaps not spared even the reSl of his grandchildren; for 
he was jealous of Caius and hated Tiberius as having been con- 
ceived in adultery. It would seem moSt probable that he medi- 
tated these things, as people believed; for he used often to 
say: “Happy Priam, who survived all his children!” 

63 

But how, amid these enormities, he lived not only in much 
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fear and apprehension but also in odium and deteftation, there 
is much evidence to show. He forbad the soothsayers to be 
consulted in private, and without some witnesses being present. 
He attempted to suppress the oracles in the neighbourhood of 
the city; but being aflFrighted by the divine authority of the 
Praineitine Lots, he abandoned the design. For though they 
were sealed up in a box and carried to Rome, yet they were 
not to be found in it, until it was returned to the temple of 
Fortune at Prenefte. More than one person of consular rank, 
appointed governors of provinces, he never ventured to dismiss 
to their respective deftinations, but kept until several years 
after, when he nominated their successors, while they ftill re- 
mained present with him. In the meantime they bore the title 
of their office; and he frequently gave them orders, which they 
took care to have executed by their deputies and assiftants. 

64 

His daughter-in-law Agrippina, and his grandsons, Drusus 
and Nero, after they were once condemned, he never removed 
to any place but in fetters and in a covered litter, closely 
attended by soldiers to hinder all who met them on the road 
from flopping to ^tare at them. 

65 

After Sejanus had plotted againft him, though he saw that 
his birthday was solemnly kept by the public and divine 
honours paid to golden images of him in every quarter, yet he 
overthrew him at laft, rather by craft and subtlety than by his 
princely authority. In the firSt place, to remove him from 
about his person, with some show of honour, he made him his 
colleague in his fifth consulship; which, although then absent 
from the city, he took upon him for that purpose, long after 
his preceding consulship. Then, having flattered him with the 
hope of an alliance by marriage with one of his own kindred, 
and the prospeCt of the tribunitian authority, he suddenly, 
while Sejanus little expeded it, charged him with treason in 
an abjeCt and pitiful address to the senate; in which, among 
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Other things, he begged them "to send one of the consuls to 
condud himself, a poor solitary old man, with a guard of 
soldiers, into their presence.” Nevertheless, being dill didrud- 
ful and apprehensive of an uprising, he ordered his grandson, 
Drusus, whom he dill kept in confinement at Rome, to be set 
at liberty, and if occasion required, to head the troops. He 
also had ships rigged and prepared to transport him to any of 
the legions to which he might deem it prudent to make his 
escape. Meanwhile, he dood watching from the highed cliff 
accessible, for the signals which he had ordered to be flashed 
if anything occurred, led the messengers tarried too long. Even 
when he had quite suppressed the conspiracy of Sejanus, he did 
not feel secure, and was so much harried by lingering fears that 
for the space of nine months he never once dirred out of the 
Villa Jovis. 

66 

Besides this great didress of mind, various and bitter taunts 
from all quarters reached him daily. Those who were con- 
demned to die reviled him openly, both by the mod opprobrious 
language to his face, and by handbills scattered in the senators’ 
seats in the theatre. These he received in fitful and contra- 
didory moods: sometimes, out of shame, he wished to have all 
smothered and concealed; at other times, he would disregard 
what was said and make it known himself. Furthermore, in 
the midd of all this scandal and outrage, he received a letter 
from Artabanus, king of the Parthians, charging him with 
parricides, murders, cowardice, and lewdness, and urging him 
to satisfy with a voluntary death the hatred of his own people, 
conceived so judly againd him. At lad, being even weary of 
himself, he confessed his extreme misery in a letter to the senate, 
which began thus: "What to write to you. Conscript Fathers, 
or how to write, or what not to write at this time? may aU the 
gods and goddesses plague and confound me utterly, if I can 
tell, feeling myself perish, day by day, as I do.” 

Some believe that he had a foreknowledge of those things. 
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from his skill in the science of prognostication, and that he 
foresaw long before also the great calamity and infamy that 
would one day befall him; and that for this reason, at the 
beginning of his reign, he had absolutely refused the title of 
the Father of his Country, and the proposal of the senate to 
maintain his adls, leSt he should afterwards, to his greater shame, 
be found unworthy of such special honours. This indeed may 
be justly gathered from the speeches which he made upon both 
those occasions: as when he says, *T shall ever be the same, 
and shall never change my condudt, so long as I retain my 
senses; but to avoid giving a bad precedent to posterity, the 
senate ought to beware of binding themselves to the adts of 
any person whatever, who might by some accident be induced 
to alter them.” And again: *Tf ye should at any time enter- 
tain a jealousy of my condud, and my entire affedion for you, 
which heaven prevent by putting a period to my days, rather 
than that I should live to see such an alteration in your opinion 
of me, the title of ‘Father’ will add no honour to me, but be 
a reproach to you, for your rashness in conferring it upon me, 
or inconstancy in altering your opinion of me.” 

68 

In person he was heavy-set and powerfiJ, of a Stature 
above the average, broad in the shoulders and cheSt, and the 
rest of his body of congruent proportions. His left hand was 
Stronger and more nimble than his right; and his joints were 
so Strong, that he could bore a fresh, sound apple through with 
his finger, and wound the head of a boy, or even a young man, 
with a fillip. His complexion was fair, and he wore his hair 
so long behind that it covered his neck; which was observed 
to be a fashion affeded by his family. His face was ingenuous 
and well-favoured, but was often covered with pimples. His 
eyes, which were large, had a marvellous faculty of seeing in 
the night time, and in the dark, for a short time only, and 
immediately after awaking from sleep; but they soon grew 
dim again. He walked with his neck held Stiff and upright, and 
with a countenance somewhat severe. For the moSt part he was 
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sOent; when he spoke with those about him, it was very slowly, 
anA usxially accompanied with a slight ge^culation of his 
fingers. All of which attributes being ungracious and full of 
arrogance, Augustus observed in him and endeavoured to ex- 
cuse to the senate and the people, assuring them that they were 
and imperfedtions of nature, and not the vices of the 
mind. He enjoyed excellent health through hh whok reign; 
i-hmigb from the thirtieth year of his age, he preserved it by 
his own efforts, without any counsel from physicians. 

69 

He had little resped: for the gods and matters of religion, 
being greatly addidol to astrology and fully persuaded that 
all diings were governed by fate. Yet he was extremely afraid 
of li ghtnin g, and when the sky was in any way troubled, 
always wore a laurel crown on his head, because it is beEeved 
diat the leaf of that tree is never touched by lightning. 

70 

The liberal arts, both Larin and Greek, he loved exceeding- 
ly. In his Larin prose he followed Corvinus Messalla, an aged 
and venerabk man, to whom he had paid much resped in his 
own early years. But with much affedation and abStruseness 
marred his style, so that he was thought to speak better ex- 
tempore, than in a premeditated discourse. He composed also 
a lyric ode, under the title of A Lam-entatlon upon the 'Death 
of Lmcjus Cssar; and also some Greek poems, in imitation of 
Euphoricn, Rhianus, and Parthenius; in which poets he took 
much delight, and placed their works and Satues in the public 
libraries among the principal authors of antiquity. On this 
account, moS; of the karned men of the time vied with each 
other in publishing observations upon them, which tl^y ad- 
dressed to him. His principal dudy, however, was the hidory 
of the fabulous ages; and he inquired into the smaller details 
relaring to such matters, in a spirit of thoroughness that had 
its ludicrous side;. For he used to try the grammariasos, a < rlass 
of men which, as I have already ol^erved, he affeffed especially, 
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with such queftions as these: "Who was Hecuba’s mother? 
What name did Achilles assume among the virgins? What was 
it that the sirens used to sing?” And the firft day that he 
entered the senate house after the death of Augustus, as if he 
intended to pay respedt at once to his father’s memory and to 
the gods, he made an offering of frankincense and wine, but 
without any music, in imitation of Minos upon the death of 
his son. 


71 

Though he was conversant with the Greek tongue, and 
spoke it with facility, he did not use it everywhere; moA of 
all, he avoided it in the senate house, insomuch that having 
occasion to employ the word inoiwpolmm (monopoly) , he firft 
craved leave to adopt a foreign expression. And when, in a 
decree of the senate, the word emblem was read in Greek, he 
proposed to have it changed, and that a Latin word should be 
substituted in its place; or, if no proper one could be found, 
to express the thing by circumlocution. A certain Greek soldier, 
who was examined as a witness upon a trial, he forbad to make 
reply unless it were in Latin. 


72 

During the whole time of his seclusion at Capri, twice 
only he made an effort to visit Rome. Once he came in a 
galley as far as the gardens near the Naumachia, but placed 
guards along the banks of the Tiber to keep off all who should 
offer to come to meet him. The second time he travelled on 
the Appian Way, as far as the seventh mileSlone from the city, 
but he immediately returned, without entering it, having only 
taken a view of the walls at a distance. For what reason he did 
not disembark in his firSt excursion, is uncertain; but in the 
last, he was deterred from entering the city by a prodigy.' 
Among other paStimes, he amused himself with a serpent, 
which, upon going one day to feed it with his own hand, 
according to cuStom, he found devoured by ants; from this, 
he took warning to beware of the violence of the multitude. 
On this account, returning with all speed to Campania, he fell 
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ill at Aftura; but recovering to some degree, went on to CirceiL 
And to give no suspicion of being in a weakened ^te, he was 
not only present at the sports in the camp, but when a wild 
boar was let loose in the arena, he attacked it with a javelin. 
Being immediately seized with a pain in his side, and catching 
cold upon his overheating himself in the exercise, he relapsed 
into a worse condition than he was before. He held out, how- 
ever, for some time; and sailing as far as Misenum, omitted 
nothing in his usual mode of life, not even in his entertainments 
and other gratifications, partly from an intemperate appetite 
and partly to conceal his condition. When Charicles, a phy- 
sician, having obtained leave of absence, took his hand upon 
rising from the table, intending to kiss it, Tiberius, supposing 
that he did it to feel his pulse, desired him to Stay and resume 
his place, and continued the supper longer than usual. Nor 
did he omit his usual custom of taking his ^tand in the centre 
of the banquet room, with a Udor Standing by him, while he 
took leave of each of the party by name. 


75 A.u.c. 790 

Meanwhile, when he had read in the a<^ of the senate, 
"that some persons under prosecution had been discharged with- 
out being brought to a hearing,” for he had only written 
cursorily that they had been denounced by an informer, he 
complained in a great rage that he was treated with contempt, 
and resolved at all hazards to return to Capri, not daring to 
attempt anything until he found himself in a safe place. But 
being restrained as well by ftorms as by the increasing violence 
of his malady, he died shortly afterwards, at a villa formerly 
belonging to Lucullus,in the seventy-eighth year of his age, upon 
the seventeenth of the calends of April (i6th March), in the 
consulship of Cneius Acerronius Proculus and Caius Pontius 
Niger. Some think that a poison of slow operation was ad- 
ministered to him, little by little, by Caius Caligula. Others 
say that during the interval of the intermittent fever with 
which he happened to be sdzed, upon asking for food, it was 
denied him. Others report, that he was rifled by a pillow 
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thrown upon him, when, on his recovering from a swoon, he 
called for his ring which had been taken from him in the fit. 
Seneca writes, that realizing he was dying, he took his signet 
ring from his finger, and held it a while as if he wotild give 
it to somebody; but afterwards put it again upon his finger 
and lay for some time, with his left hand clenched, and with- 
out airring; when suddenly summoning his attendants, and 
no one answering the call, he rose; but his ftrength failing him, 
he fell down at a short diftance from his bed. 


74 

Upon his ka birthday, he had brought from Syracuse a 
full sized aatue of the Timenian Apollo, a work of exquisite 
art, intending to place it in the library of the new temple of 
the Palatine Apollo; but he dreamed that the god appeared to 
him in the night, and assured him “that his aatue could not 
possibly be dedicated by him.” A few days before he died, the 
watch tower at Capri was thrown down by an earthquake. And 
at Misenum, some embers and live coals, which were brought 
in to warm his apartment, were myaeriously quenched, and 
after being quite cold for a long time, suddenly bura out 
into a flame again towards evening, and continued burning 
brightly for several hours. 


75 

The people were so overjoyed at his death, that when they 
fira received the tidings, they ran up and down the city, some 
crying cut "Away with Tiberius to the Tiber;” others exclaim- 
ing, “May the earth, the common mother of mankind, and the 
infernal gods, allow him no abode in death but among the 
wicked.” Others threatened his body with the hook and the 
Gemonian aairs, their anger at his former crimes being kindled 
anew by a fresh outrage. It had been provided that the exe- 
cution of condemned criminals should always be deferred until 
the tenth day after the sentence. Now this fell on the very 
day when the news of Tiberius’ death arrived, and in conse- 
quence thereof the unhappy men implored a reprieve, in 
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mercy’s name; but as Caius had not yet arrived and there 
was no one else to whom application could be made on their 
behalf, their guards, apprehensive of violating the law, Wrangled 
them and threw them down the Gemonian ftairs. Thereupon 
the people’s wrath against him increased, because his cruelty 
survived him. As soon as his corpse was begun to be moved 
from Misenum, many cried out for its being carried to Atella, 
and being half burnt there in the amphitheatre. It was, never- 
theless, brought to Rome, and burnt with the usual ceremony. 

76 

About two years before, he had made his will in two 
Aates, one written by his own hand, the other by one of his 
freedmen; and both were witnessed by some persons of very 
mean rank. By virtue of this will, he appointed as coheirs to 
his eftate, his two grandsons, Caius by Germanicus, and Tiberius 
by Drusus; and upon the death of one of them, the other was 
to inherit the whole. He gave likewise many legacies; among 
which were bequefts to the Veftal Virgins, to all the soldiers, 
and each one of the people of Rome, and to the magiftrates 
of the several quarters of the city. 


CAIUS CyESAR CALIGULA 


I A.U.C. 757 

Germanicus, father of Caius Caesar, and son of Drusus 
and the younger Antonia, was, after his adoption by his uncle 
Tiberius, preferred to the queftorship five years before he was 
of legal age, and immediately upon the expiration of that office, 
to the consulship. Being sent to the army in Germany who, 
upon hearing of Augustus’s death, obstinately refused to ac- 
knowledge Tiberius as emperor, and offered to place him at 
the head of the State, he declined and succeeded in restoring 
order; but whether his devotion to filial duty, or the firmness 
of his resolution, was greater, it is difficult to say. Soon after- 
wards he defeated the enemy, and obtained the honours of a 
triumph. Being then made consul for the second time, before 
he could enter upon his office, he was obliged to set out suddenly 
for the east, where, after he had conquered the king of Armenia, 
and reduced Cappadocia into the form of a province, he died at 
Antioch, of a lingering distemper, in the thirty-fourth year of 
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his age, not without suspicion of being poisoned. For besides 
the livid spots which appeared all over his body, and a foaming 
at the mouth, his heart, after he was burnt, was found uncon- 
sumed and entire among the bones: its nattire being such, as it 
is supposed, that when infeded with poison, it cannot be de- 
ftroyed by fire. 

2 

But, as the opinion of the world went, his death was con- 
trived by Tiberius and efieded through the means of Cneius 
Piso, who was about the same time prefed of Syria, and, not 
dissimulating the fad that he mud either offend the father or 
the son, heaped upon Germanicus, even during his sickness, the 
mod merciless abuse, both of word and deed. For this, when 
he returned to Rome, he closely escaped being torn to pieces 
by the people, and was condemned to death by the senate. 

3 

It is generally agreed that there were combined in Ger- 
manicus all the good gifts of body and mind, and in greater 
measure than had ever before fallen to any man: to wit, a well- 
favoured person, imusual courage, great proficiency in elo- 
quence and other branches of learning; besides a singular hu- 
manity, and a disposition so graciotis as to win the confidence 
and love of all about him. His only defed was a slenderness 
of leg that did not conform to the symmetry and beauty of 
his physique; but he correded this at length by regular riding 
after meals. Many a time he engaged and slew an enemy in 
single combat. He pleaded causes of great importance, even 
after he had the honour of a triumph. Among other fruits of 
his dudies, he left behind him some Greek comedies. Both at 
home and abroad, his manner was mod civil and moded; inso- 
much that on entering any free and confederate town, he was 
never attended by his lidors. "Whenever he heard, in his travels, 
of the tombs of illudrious men, he made offerings over them 
to the infernal deities. He gave a common grave, under a 
mound of earth, to the scattered relics of the legionaries slain 
under Varus, and was the fird to put his hand to the work of 


■ 182 ■ 



• CALIGULA • 


colledting and bringing them to the place of burial. He was so 
exceedingly mild and gentle to his enemies, wherever he lighted 
upon them, or of whatever quality they were that, although 
Piso rescinded his decrees, and for a long time severely harassed 
his dependants, he never showed the smallest resentment, until 
he found himself attacked by magical charms and imprecations; 
and even then, he proceeded no farther againft him than to 
renounce all friendship with him, according to ancient customs, 
and to charge his servants to avenge his death, if anything 
untoward should befall him. 


4 

He reaped the fruit of his virtues in abundance, being so 
loved and esteemed by his friends, that Augustus (to say 
nothing of his other relations), being a long time in doubt, 
whether he should not appoint him his successor, at laft ordered 
Tiberius to adopt him. He was so highly favoured by the people, 
many authors tell us, that the crowds of those who went to 
meet him upon his coming to any place, or to attend him at 
his departure, were so prodigious, that his own life was some- 
times endangered in the press; and that upon his return from 
Germany, after he had suppressed the mutiny in the army there, 
all the cohorts of the pretorian guards marched out to meet 
him, notwithstanding the order that only two should go; and 
that all the people of Rome, both men and women, of every 
age, sex, and rank, flocked as far as the twentieth milestone to 
attend his entrance. 


5 

Far greater and more assured testimony of men’s love for 
him was displayed after his death. The day on which he died 
the temples were pelted with Stones, and the altars of the gods 
cast down: for how could they be worthy of respedt, when a 
man like Germanicus was permitted to die? The household 
gods, in some cases, were thrown into the Streets, and newborn 
infants exposed: for to what end should children be reared, 
when Germanicus, than whom none had ever been finer, was 
taken by untimely death? And, what is more, the report goes 
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that even barbarous nations, both those engaged in inteftine 
wars, and those in hostilities againSt Rome, all agreed to a 
cessation of arms, as if they had been mourning for some very 
near and common friend; that some petty kings shaved their 
beards and their wives’ heads, in token of their extreme sorrow; 
and that the very king of king’s gave up his exercise of hunting 
and feasting with his nobles, which, among the Parthians, is 
equivalent to a cessation of all business in a time of public 
mourning with us. 

6 

At Rome, upon the firSt rumour of his sickness, the city 
was thrown into great consternation and grief, waiting im- 
patiently for further intelligence; when suddenly, in the even- 
ing, a report, without any certain author, was spread, that he 
was well again, the people flocked with torches and vidlims 
to the Capitol, and were in such haSte to pay the vows they 
had made for his recovery, that they almost broke open the 
doors; insomuch that Tiberitis was awakened out of his sleep 
with the shouts and cries of the people rejoicing, and singing 
about the Streets, 

Salra Roma, salva patria, sahus eS Germanicus, 

Safe is Rome, safe is our country, safe is Germanicus. 

When certain intelligence was received of his death, the public 
sorrow could neither be assuaged by consolation, nor restrained 
by edicts, but continued even during the holidays in the month 
of December. The glory and endearment of his memory was 
much augmented also by the outrages of the times ensuing; 
all men being of opinion, and not without reason, that the 
fierceness of Tiberius, which broke forth soon afterwards, was 
kept down by the fear and awe he had of him. 

7 

He wedded Agrippina, daughter of Marcus Agrippa and 
Julia; and by her he had nine children, two of whom died in 
their infancy, and another a few years after, when he was 
grown into a pretty, jolly boy, full of mirth and lively talk; 
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an effigy of whom, in the character of a Cupid, Livia set up 
in the temple of Venus in the Capitol. Auguftus also placed 
another itatue of him in his bed-chamber, and used to hiss it as 
often as he entered the room. The reft survived their father: 
three daughters, Agrippina, Drusilla, and Livilla, who were 
born in three successive years; and as many sons, Nero, Drusus, 
and Caius Caesar. Nero and Drusus, at the accusation of Tiberius, 
were declared public enemies. 


8 A.U.C. 765 

Caius Caesar was born on the day before the calends of 
September, during the consulship of his father and Caius 
Fonteius Capito. The place of his nativity, by the disagreement 
of writers, is left uncertain. Cneius Lentulus GaetuUcus writes 
that he was born at Tibur; Pliny the younger, in the country of 
the Treviri, at a village called Ambiatinus, above Confluentes; 
and alleges, as proof of it, that altars are there shown, with this 
inscription: "For Agrippina’s childbirth.” Some verses which 
were published in his reign, however, intimate that he was born 
in the winter quarters of the legions. 

Born in the camp, and train’d in every toil 
Which taught his sire the haughticSi foes to foil; 

Destin’d he seem’d by fate to raise his name. 

And rule the empire with AuguSlan fame. 

I find among the public records, that he was born at Antium. 
Pliny charges Gaetulicus as guilty of an arrant forgery, merely 
to soothe the vanity of a conceited young prince, by giving him 
the luftre of being born in a city sacred to Hercules; and says 
that he advanced this false assertion with the more assurance 
because, the year before the birth of Caius, Germanicus had 
a son of the same name born at Tibur; concerning whose amia- 
ble childhood and untimely death we have spoken before. Dates 
clearly confute Pliny, for the writers of Auguftus’s hiftory all 
agree, that Germanicus at the expiration of his consulship, was 
sent into Gaul, after the birth of Caius. Nor will the inscription 
upon the altar confirm Pliny’s opinion; because Agrippina was 
delivered of two daughters in that country, and any childbirth, 
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without regard to sex, is called puerperium, as the ancients were 
used to call girls puerte, and boys puelli. There is also extant a 
letter written by Auguitus, a few months before his death, to 
his granddaughter Agrippina, about the same Caius (for there 
was then no other child of hers living under that name) in 
these words: “I gave orders yefterday for Talarius and Asellius 
to set out on their journey towards you, if the gods permit, with 
your child Caius, upon the hfteenth of the calends of June 
(i8th May). I also send with him a physician of mine, and I 
wrote to Germanicus that he may retain him if he pleases. 
Farewell, my dear Agrippina, and take what care you can to 
come safe and well to your Germanicus.” It appears sufficiently 
evident, I suppose, that Caius could not be born at a place to 
which he was carried from the City when almoft two years 
old. The same considerations mu^ likewise invalidate the evi- 
dence of the verses, and the rather because they are anonymous. 
The only authority that remains, upon which we can depend 
in the matter, is that of the ads and the public regider; 
especially as he always preferred Antium to every other place 
of retirement, and loved it as one commonly loves one’s native 
soil. It is said, too, that he once contemplated, upon growing 
weary of the city, the plan of transferring thither the seat 
of empire. 


9 

He got his surname Caligula, derived from Caliga, a kind 
of boot, by reason of a merry word passed around the camp, 
because he was brought up there in the dress of a common 
soldier. How much his education among them recommended 
him to their favour and trud, was made known upon the death 
of Augudus, when the mere sight of him appeased their fury, 
though it had risen to a great height. For they did not cease 
their mutinous txunult until they perceived that he was about 
to be sent out of the way of danger, and appointed to a 
neighbouring city; then and not before, they began to repent, 
and, dopping the chariot in which he was to be conveyed, they 
earnedly prayed that he might day and so avert the displeasure 
they had incurred. 
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10 

He accompanied his father also in his expedition to Syria. 
After his return, he lived firft with his mother, and, when she 
was banished, with his great-grandmother, Livia Augusta, in 
praise of whom, after her decease, though then only a boy, he 
pronounced a funeral oration in the roStra. He was then trans- 
ferred to the family of his grandmother, Antonia, and after- 
wards, in the twentieth year of his age, being called by Tiberius 
to Capri, he in one and the same day assumed his virile gown, 
and shaved his beard, but without receiving any of the honours 
which had been paid to his brothers on a similar occasion. While 
he remained in that island, many insidious plans were devised 
to draw him into quarrels, and incite him to complaints again^ 
Tiberius; but by his circumspeAion he avoided falling into the 
snare. He passed over the calamities that attended his mother, 
brethren and near-friends, as if nothing had befallen any of 
them. As to his own sufferings, he endured them with incredible 
dissimulation, and was so obsequious and thoughtful towards 
his grandfather Tiberius, and all about him, that it was said of 
him, and not without good cause “A better servant and a worse 
maAer there never was.” 

11 

Yet he did not entirely conceal his cruel and villainous 
disposition even then. He delighted in witnessing the inflidtion 
of punishments, and in frequenting taverns and brothels, dis- 
guised in a periwig and a long coat. He was passionately fond 
of the theatrical arts of singing and dancing, to which he gave 
much ftudy. All these tendencies Tiberius readily suffered, in 
the hope that his fierce and savage nature might be thereby 
mollified and made tradable; and so well did he underhand his 
grandson’s real nature (for he was a shrewd old man, full of 
sagacity) , that he often said; “That Caius was destined to be 
the deftrudion of him and them all; and that he was cherishing 
a hydra for the people of Rome, and a Phaeton for all the world.” 

12 

Not long afterwards, he married Junia Claudilla, the 
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daughter of Marcus Silanus, a man of the highest rank. Being 
then chosen augur in the room of his brother Drusus, before 
he could be inaugurated he was advanced to the pontificate, 
with no small commendation of his dutiful condu<5i: and great 
capacity. The situation of the court Hkewise was at this time 
favourable to his fortunes, as it was now left destitute of sup- 
port, Sejanus being suspeded, and soon afterwards overthrown; 
and he was by degrees flattered with the hope of succeeding 
Tiberius in the empire. In order more effedually to secure this 
objed, upon Junia’s dying in childbed, he engaged in a crimi- 
nal intercourse with Ennia Naevia, the wife of Macro, at that 
time prefed of the pretorian cohorts: promising to marry her 
if he became emperor, to which he bound himself, not only by 
an oath, but by a written obligation under his hand. Having 
by her means insinuated himself into Macro’s favour, some are 
of opinion that he attempted to poison Tiberius, and ordered 
his ring to be taken from him before the breath was out of his 
body; and that, because he seemed to hold it faft, he caused a 
pillow to be thrown upon him, squeezing him by the throat 
at the same time with his own hand. One of his freedmen crying 
out at this cruel and horrible ad, he gave order immediately 
to crucify him. And this episode seems to ring true, as some 
authors relate that afterwards, though he did not acknowledge 
his having a hand in the death of Tiberius, yet he frankly 
confessed that he had once entertained such a design; and as a 
proof of his affedion for his relations, he would often boad, 
"That, to revenge the death of his mother and brothers, he had 
entered the chamber of Tiberius, when he was asleep, with 
a poniard, but being seized with a fit of compassion, flung it 
away, and withdrew; and that Tiberius, though he had an 
inkling of his intention, dared not make any inquiries, nor at- 
tempt revenge.” 


13 A.U.C. 790 

Having thus secured the imperial power, he realized the 
wish of the Roman people, or (I may venture to say) of all 
mankind; for he had long been the objed of expedation and 
desire to the greater part of the provincials and soldiers, who 
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had known him when a child; and to the whole people of Rome, 
from their affedion for the memory of his father, Germani- 
cus, and compassion for the family almod extind. Upon his 
moving from Misenum, therefore, although he was in mourning, 
and reverently attending the corpse of Tiberius, he had to walk 
amid altars, vidims, and lighted torches, with prodigious crowds 
of people everywhere hailing him in transports of joy, and 
calling him, beside other auspicious names, their “dar,” their 
“chick,” their "pretty puppet,” and “bantling.” 

14 

No sooner had he entered the city of Rome than by the 
joint acclamations of the senate and people, who rushed into 
the senate-house, Tiberius’ will was set aside, with its pro- 
vision that his other grandson, Tiberius, son of Drusus, then a 
minor, should be coheir with him, and the whole government 
and adminidration of affairs was placed in his hands; so much 
to the joy and gratitude of the people, that, in less than three 
months after, above a hundred and sixty thousand vidims are 
said to have been sacrificed. Upon his going a few days after- 
wards to the neared islands on the coad of Campania, vows 
were made for his safe return; every man emulously tedifying 
their care and concern for his well-being. And when he fell 
sick, the people kept watch by night about the Palatium; some 
vowed, in public handbills, to risk their lives in the combats 
of the amphitheatre, and others to lay them down, for his re- 
covery. To this surpassing love of his own countrymen, was 
added the notable favour of foreign nations. Even Artabanus, 
king of the Parthians, who had always manifeded hatred and 
contempt of Tiberius, voluntarily sought his friendship and 
came to hold a conference with his consular lieutenant; passing 
the Euphrates, he paid the highed honours to the eagles, the 
Roman dandards, and the images of the Caesars. 

Caligula himself enkindled dill more the aflfedions of his 
people, by practising all the arts of popularity. After he had 
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delivered, with copious tears, a funeral oration in praise of 
Tiberius and buried him with the higher honours, he im- 
mediately haAened over to Pandataria and the Pontian Islands, 
to transport thence the ashes of his mother and brother, and 
that in moft foul and tempeAuous weather, so that his tender 
regard for their memory might be the more marked. Approach- 
ing their remains, he very reverently, with his own hands, be- 
stowed them in several pitchers. With no less solemnity, he 
conveyed them to OStia, with an ensign flying in the Stern of 
the galley, and thence up the Tiber to Rome where they were 
borne on two biers by persons of the firSt diStindion in the 
equestrian order, into the mausoleum at noon-day when people 
were assembled there in great numbers. In memory of them, 
he appointed yearly offerings to be solemnly and publicly cele- 
brated; as well as Circensian games in honour of his mother, 
and a chariot with her image to be included in the procession. 
In remembrance of his father, he called the month of Sep- 
tember, Germanicus. By a single adt of the senate, he heaped 
upon his grandmother, Antonia, all the honours which had 
ever been conferred on the empress Livia. His uncle, Claudius, 
who till then continued in the equestrian order, he took for 
his colleague in the consulship. He adopted his brother Tiberius 
on the day he put on his virile gown, and Styled him "Prince 
of the Youths.” As for his siSters, he ordered these words to 
be added to the oaths of allegiance to himself: “Nor will I 
prize myself or my own children more dear than I do Caius 
and his siSters:” and commanded all resolutions proposed by the 
consuls in the senate to be prefaced thus: “May what we are 
going to do prove fortunate and happy to Caius Cassar and 
his sisters.” In the same vein of popularity, he restored all those 
who had been condemned, confined, and exiled, and granted 
an ad: of indemnity againSt all impeachments and paSt offences. 
To relieve the informers and witnesses againSt his mother and 
brother from all apprehension, he brought the records of their 
trials into the forum and there burnt them, calling loudly on 
the gods to witness that he had not read or meddled with them. 
A pamphlet which was presented to him concerning his own 
life and safety, he would not receive, affirming “that he had 
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done nothing to make himself odious to any person, and that 
he had no ears for informers.” 


i6 

The Spintria:, those panderers to unnatural lufts, he ex- 
pelled from Rome, being with difficulty dissuaded from throw- 
ing them into the sea, as he had intended. The writings of 
Titus Labienus, Cordus Cremutius, and Cassius Severus, which 
had been suppressed by an a<9: of the senate, he suflFered to 
be sought out again, and read by all who would; observing 
“that it would be for his own advantage to have the deeds of 
former times delivered to posterity.” He published accounts 
of the proceedings of the government — a pradice which had 
been introduced by Julius, but discontinued by Augudus. He 
granted the magistrates a full and free jurisdidion, without 
any appeal to himself. He made a very Strid and precise review 
of the Roman knights, but conduded it with moderation: 
publicly depriving of his horse every knight who lay under 
the Stigma of anything base or dishonourable; but passing over, 
in reading the list of the order, the names of those knights who 
were culpable in smaller matters. To ease the labours of the 
judges, he added a fifth class to the former four. He attempted 
likewise to restore to the people their ancient right of voting 
in the choice of magistrates. He paid very honourably, and 
without any dispute, the legacies left by Tiberius in his will, 
though it had been set aside; as likewise those left by the will 
of Livia AuguSta, which Tiberius had annulled. He remitted 
the hundredth penny due to the government in all audions 
throughout Italy. He made up to many their losses sustained 
by fire; and when he restored their kingdoms to any princes, 
he likewise allowed them all the arrears of the taxes and revenues 
which had accrued in the interval; as in the case of Antiochus 
of Comagene, where the confiscation would have amounted to 
a hundred millions of seSterces. To prove to the world that 
he was ready to encourage good examples of every kind, he gave 
to a freedwoman eighty thousand seSterces for not discovering 
a crime committed by her patron, though she had been put 
to grievous torment for that purpose. For all these ads of bene- 
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ficence, among other honours, a golden shield was decreed to 
him, which the colleges of priefts were to carry annually upon 
a fixed day into the Capitol, with the senate attending, and 
the youth of the nobility of both sexes celebrating the praise 
of his virtues in songs. It was likewise ordained, that the day 
on which he succeeded to the empire should be called Palilia, 
implying thereby, as it were, a second foundation of the City. 

17 A.U.C. 790 

He bore the consulship four times: the firft, from the 
calends of July for two months: the second, from the calends 
of January for thirty days: the third until the ides of January; 
and the fourth until the seventh of the same ides; of these, he 
held the two lait successively- The third he assumed by his sole 
authority at Lyons; not, as some are of opinion, from pride or 
negligence; but because, at that diftance, it was impossible for 
him to know that his colleague had died a little before the 
beginning of the new year. He twice distributed to the people 
a bounty of three hundred seSterces a man, and as often gave 
a splendid feaSt to the senate and the equestrian order, with 
their wives and children. In the latter, he presented to the men 
forensic garments, and to the women and children violet scarfs. 
To make a perpetual addition to the public joy, he lengthened 
the feaSt Saturnalia by one day, which he called Juvenalis (the 
juvenile feaSt). 

18 

He presented some combats of gladiators, which were held 
sometimes in the Amphitheatre of Taurus and sometimes in 
the Septa, with which he intermingled troops of the beSt 
pugilists from Campania and Africa. He did not always pre- 
side in person upon those occasions, but sometimes assigned 
magistrates or friends to attend in his place. He frequently 
entertained the people with Stage plays of various kinds, and in 
several parts of the city, sometimes by night, when he caused 
the whole city to be illuminated. He likewise scattered various 
small gifts to be scrambled for among the people, and presented 
to every man a basket of bread with other vidtuals. Upon this 
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occasion, noticing a Roman knight, who was seated opposite 
to him, enjoying himself heartily by eating his fill, he sent him 
his own share; to a senator, who was occupying himself in like 
manner, he sent an appointment of pretor-extraordinary. He 
also exhibited a great number of Circensian games from morn- 
ing until night; intermixed with the hunting of wild hearts 
from Africa, or the Trojan game. Some of these games were 
celebrated under novel conditions; the Circus being overspread 
with vermilion and chrysolite; and none drove in the chariot 
races who were not of the senatorian order. For some of these 
he suddenly gave the signal when, upon his viewing from the 
Gelotiana the preparations in the Circus, he was asked to do so 
by a few persons in the neighbouring galleries. 

19 

Furthermore, he devised a new kind of spedacle, such as 
had never been heard of before. He made a bridge about three 
miles and a half in length, from Baia: to the mole of Puteoli, 
colleding trading vessels from all quarters, mooring them in 
two rows by their anchors, and spreading earth upon them to 
form a viadud, after the fashion of the Appian Way. This 
bridge he crossed and recrossed for two days together; the firft 
day mounted on a horse richly caparisoned, wearing on his head 
a crown of oak leaves, armed with a battle-axe, a Spanish 
buckler and a sword, and in a cloak made of cloth of gold; the 
day following, in the habit of a charioteer, danding in a chariot 
drawn by two highbred horses, having with him a young boy, 
Darius by name, one of the Parthian hodages, with a cohort 
of the pretorian guards attending him, and a party of his friends 
in cars of Gaulish make. Mod people, I know, are of opinion 
that this bridge was designed by Caius in imitation of Xerxes 
who, to the wonderment of the world, laid a bridge over the 
Hellespont, which is somewhat narrower than the didance be- 
twixt Baiae and Puteoli; others, however, thought that he did 
it to drike terror in Germany and Britain, which he was upon 
the point of invading, by the fame of some prodigious work. 
But for myself, when I was a boy, I heard my grandfather say. 
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that the reason assigned by some courtiers who were on terms 
of the greatest intimacy with him, was this: when Tiberius was 
in some anxiety about the nomination of a successor and rather 
inclined to pitch upon his grandson, Thrasyllus the astrologer 
had assured him, "that Caius would no more be emperor, than 
he would ride on horseback across the gulf of Baiae.” 

20 

He likewise presented public diversions in Sicily, Grecian 
games at Syracuse, and Attic plays at Lyons in Gaul: besides 
a contest for preeminence in the Grecian and Roman eloquence; 
in which we are told that such as were baffled beStowed rewards 
upon the beSt performers and were obliged to compose speeches 
in their praise; but that those who performed the worSt were 
forced to blot out what they had written with a sponge or 
their tongue, unless they chose rather to be beaten with a rod, 
or plunged over head and ears into the nearest river. 

21 

The buildings left uncompleted by Tiberius, namely the 
Temple of Augustus and the Theatre of Pompey, he took in 
hand and finished. He began, too, the aqueduct from the 
neighbourhood of Tibur, and an amphitheatre near the Septa; 
of which works, one was completed by his successor Claudius, 
and the other remained as he left it. The walls of Syracuse, 
which had fallen to decay by length of time, he repaired, as 
he did also the temples of the gods. He formed plans for re- 
building the palace of Polycrates at Samos, finishing the temple 
of the Didymaean Apollo at Miletus, and building a town on 
a ridge of the Alps; but, above all, for cutting through the 
isthmus in Achia; and even sent a centurion of the firSt rank 
to measure out the work. 


22 

Thus far we have spoken of him as a prince. What re- 
mains to be related bespeaks him rather a monSter than a man. 
He assumed a variety of titles, such as "Dutiful”, “The Pious,” 
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"The Child of the Camp, the Father of the Armies,” and “The 
Created and BeA Ca:sar.” Upon hearing some kings, who came 
to the city to pay him court, conversing together at supper 
about their illuitrious descent, he cried out: 

Let there be but one prince, one king-. 

and there is small doubt that he would have taken the diadem 
and converted the form of government from imperial to regal; 
but being told that he far exceeded the grandeur of kings and 
princes, he began to arrogate to himself a divine majefty. He 
ordered all the images of the gods, which were famous either 
for their beauty or the veneration paid them, among which was 
that of Jupiter Olympius, to be brought from Greece, that he 
might take the heads off and put on his own. Having continued 
part of the Palatium as far as the forum, and the temple of 
Caftor and Pollux being converted into a kind of vestibule to 
his house, he often Rationed himself between the twin brothers, 
and so presented himself to be worshipped by all votaries; some 
of whom saluted him by the name of Jupiter Latialis. He also 
instituted a temple and prieSts, with choicest vidims, devoted 
to his peculiar worship. In his temple Stood a Statue of gold, 
executed in full proportion, and the exadt image of himself, 
which was daily dressed in garments corresponding with those 
he habitually wore. The richest persons in the city offered 
themselves as candidates for the honour of being his prieSts and 
purchased it successively at an immense price. The vidims were 
flamingoes, peacocks, buStards, guinea fowls, turkeys and 
pheasant hens, each sacrificed on their respedive days. On nights 
when the moon was full, he was in the constant habit of in- 
viting her to his embraces and his bed. In the day time he 
talked in private to Jupiter Capitolinus; one while whispering 
to him, and another turning his ear to him: sometimes he spoke 
aloud, and in chiding fashion. For he was overheard to threaten 
the god thus: "Raise thou me up, or I’ll transport thee to the 
land of Greece,” until being at laSl persuaded by the entreaties 
of the god, as he said, to take up his abode with him, he built 
a bridge over the temple of the Deified Augustus, by which 
he joined the Palatium to the Capitol. Afterwards, that he 
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might be nearer, he laid the foundations of a new palace in 
the very court of the Capitol. 

He would not abide being reputed the grandson of 
Agrippa, by reason of his obscure birth; and he was angry if 
anyone, either in prose or verse, ranked him (Agrippa) among 
the Csesars. He said that his mother was the fruit of an in- 
cestuous relation between Augustus and his own daughter Julia. 
And not content with this infamous imputation upon the 
memory of Augustus, he forbad his victories at Adtiiun and on 
the coast of Sicily, to be celebrated as usual; affirming that they 
had been moSt unlucky and injurious to the Roman people. 
Livia Augusta, his grandmother, he called “Ulysses in a woman’s 
dress,” and had the indecency to refled upon her in a letter to 
the senate, as of ignoble birth and descended, by the mother’s 
side, from a grandfather who was only one of the municipal 
magistrates of Fondi; whereas it is certain, from the public 
records, that Aufidius Lurco held high offices at Rome. His 
grandmother Antonia desiring a private conference with him, 
he refused to grant it, unless Macro, the prefed of the pre- 
torian guards, was present. Indignities of this kind, and ill- 
usage, were the caixse of her death; but some think he also gave 
her poison. Nor did he pay the smallest resped to her memory 
after her death, but beheld from his dining chamber the burn- 
ing of her fimeral fire. He surprised his brother Tiberius, who 
looked for no violence, by sending a military tribune who 
rushed upon him suddenly and slew him. He forced Silanus, 
his father-in-law, to end his own life by cutting his throat with 
a razor. The pretext he tirged for these murders was, that 
Silanus had not followed him upon his putting to sea in Stormy 
weather, but Stayed behind with the view of seizing the city, 
if he should perish. Tiberius, he said, smelt of an antidote, as 
if he had thus proteded himself from being poisoned by him. 
Whereas, in truth, Silanus merely avoided the terrors of sea- 
sickness and the disagreeableness of a voyage; and Tiberius had 
taken the odorous medicine as a remedy for an habitual cough, 
which was Steadily growing worse. As for his successor, Claudi- 
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us, he reserved him for nothing else hut to make him a laughing- 
ftock. 


24 

With all his sixers, he lived inceAuously; and at table, 
when much company was present, he placed each of them in 
turns below him while his wife sat above. It is believed that he 
deflowered one of them, Drusilla, when he was ftill a boy; and 
was one time found in bed with her by his grandmother 
Antonia, with whom they were brought up together. When 
she was afterwards bellowed in marriage upon Lucius Cassius 
Longinus, a man of consular rank, he took her from him, and 
kept her openly as if she were his lawful wife. In a fit of sick- 
ness, he by his will appointed her heiress both of his eftate and 
the empire. After her death, he ordered a public mourning for 
her, during which it was a capital crime for any person to 
laugh, use the bath, or sup with his parents, wife, or children. 
Being inconsolable under his afilidion, he fled suddenly in the 
night time from the City; going through Campania to Syra- 
cuse, and then hastily returning without shaving his beard or 
trimming his hair. Nor did he ever afterwards, in matters of 
the greatest importance, not even in the assemblies of the people 
or before the soldiers, swear otherwise, than “By the divinity 
of Drusilla.” His other sifters, Livia and Agrippina, he did 
not regard with so much tenderness or respeft, but frequently 
proftituted them to his catamites. He therefore the more readily 
condemned them in the case of vEmilius Lepidus, as guilty of 
adultery, and privy to that conspiracy againft him. And he 
not only divulged their handwriting relative to the affair, which 
he procured by base and lewd means, but likewise consecrated 
to Mars the Avenger three swords which had been prepared to 
ftab him, with an inscription over them setting forth the 
occasion of their consecration. 

As for his marriages, one may hardly discern whether it 
was in the contracting, dissolving, or maintaining of them that 
he ad;ed with greater infamy. Being at the wedding of Caius 
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Piso with Livia Ore^tilla, he commanded the bride to be carried 
to his own house, but within a few days divorced her, and two 
years after banished her: because, it was thought, upon her 
divorce she hastened again to her former husband. Some say 
that being invited to the wedding-supper, he sent a messenger 
to Piso, who sat opposite to him, in these words: “See that you 
sit not too close to my wife,” and that he immediately carried 
her off. Next day be published a proclamation, “That he had 
got a wife as Romulus and Auguftus had done;” alluding, in the 
case of Romulus, to the rape of the Sabines; and in that of 
Augustus to his having taken Livia from her husband. 

Lollia Paulina, who was married to a man of consular rank 
in command of an army, he suddenly called from the province 
where she was with her husband, upon mention being made 
that her grandmother was formerly very beautiful, and married 
her; but he soon afterwards parted with her, interdicting her 
from having ever afterwards any bodily relations with any man. 
He loved with a more ardent affedion and constancy Cssonia, 
(though she was neither beautiful nor young, and was besides 
the mother of three daughters by another man) , because of her 
lascivious nature and insatiable lud. Her he would frequently 
exhibit to the soldiers, dressed in a military cloak, with shield 
and helmet, and riding by his side. To his friends he wotild even 
show her quite naked. When she bore him a daughter, he 
honoured her with the title of wife; in one and the same day, 
making it known both that he was her husband, and the father 
of her child. He named the babe Julia Drusilla, and carrying 
it round the temples of all the goddesses, laid it on the lap of 
Minerva, to whom he recommended the care of bringing up 
and instructing her. He had no surer sign for believing that 
she was his own child than her fierce and treacherous temper, 
which was so marked even in her infancy, that she would attack 
with her nails the face and eyes of the children at play with her. 


26 


It would be vain and tedious to narrate in detail the manner 
in which he treated his relations and friends; as Ptolemy, King 
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Juba’s son, his cousin (for he was the grandson of Mark Antony 
by his daughter Selene, born of Cleopatra), and especially 
Macro himself, and Ennia likewise, by whose help he had ob- 
tained the empire; all of whom, for their alliance and notable 
services, he rewarded with bloody deaths. Nor was he more 
mild or respedf ul in his behaviour towards the senate. Some who 
had held the highest offices in the government, he suffered to 
run by his litter in their togas for several miles together and to 
attend him at supper, sometimes at the head of his couch, 
sometimes at his feet, with napkins. Others, after he had secret- 
ly murdered them, he nevertheless continued to send for, as if 
they were ftill alive, and a few days later pretended that they 
had made away with themselves. The consuls having forgotten 
to give public notice of his birthday, he deprived them of their 
magistracy; and the republic was three days without any one 
in that high office. A queStor who was said to be concerned in 
a conspiracy againSt him, he scourged severely, having firSt 
Stripped oflE his clothes and spread them under the feet of the 
soldiers employed in the work, that they might Stand the more 
firm while whipping him. He handled the other orders with 
like haughtiness and violence. Being disquieted by the noise of 
people taking their places at midnight in the circus, as they 
were to have free admission, he drove them all away with clubs; 
in which tumult above twenty Roman knights and as many 
matrons were trampled and crushed to death, besides an infinite 
number of the common people. At the Stage plays, in order 
to sow discord and occasion disputes between the people and 
the knights, he distributed the money tickets sooner than usual, 
that the seats assigned to the knights might be all occupied by 
the crowd. In the spedacles of gladiators, sometimes, when the 
sun was parching hot, he would order the curtains which 
covered the amphitheatre, to be drawn aside, and forbad any 
person to be let out; withdrawing at the same time the usual 
apparatus for the entertainment, and presenting wild beaSts 
almost dead and very lean, the moSl sorry gladiators, decrepit 
with age, and fit only to work the machinery, and decent 
householders who were noted for some special feebleness or 
imperfedion of body. Sometimes he contrived temporary 
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famine by shutting up the public granaries. 

The cruelty of his nature is evinced chiefly by the follow- 
ing examples. When flesh for the feeding of the wild beafts 
reserved for public spedacles grew very high in price, he 
ordered that criminals should be given them to be devoured; 
and upon inspeding them in a row, while he dood in the middle 
of the portico, without troubling himself to examine their cases, 
he commanded that they be dragged away, “from bald pate 
to bald pate”, he having espied two wholly devoid of hair who 
dood at some didance from one another. Of one person who 
had made a vow for his recovery to combat with a gladiator, 
he exaded its performance; nor would he allow him to de- 
sid until he came off conqueror, and after many entreaties. 
Another, having vowed to give his life for the same cause, and 
not being very eager to pay his vow, he delivered, decked as 
a vidim for the sacrifice, with garlands and fillets, to young 
boys who were to drive him through the dreets, calling on 
him to fulfil his vow, until he was thrown headlong from the 
ramparts. After disfiguring many persons of honourable de- 
gree, by branding them in the face with irons, he condemned 
them to the mines, to work in repairing the highways, or to 
fight with wild beads; or, tying them by the neck and heels, 
in the manner of beads carried to slaughter, he would shut them 
up in cages, or saw them asunder. Nor were these atrocities 
visited only on those guilty of great crimes; it sufficed if they 
had but passed remarks on his public games, or failed to swear 
by the genius of the emperor. He forced parents to witness the 
execution of their children; and to one father, who pleaded 
indisposition, he sent his own litter. Another he invited to his 
table immediately after he had seen his son executed, and 
challenged him, by all manner of provocation, to jed and be 
merry. He ordered the overseer of the spectacles and wild beads 
to be scourged in fetters, during several days successively, in 
his own presence, and did not put him to death until he was 
disguded with the dench of his putrefied brain. He burned 
alive, in the centre of the arena of the amphitheatre, the author 
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of a farce, for writing some witty verses which had a double 
meaning. A Roman knight, who had been caft before the wild 
beaits, crying out that he was innocent, he commanded him to 
be brought back; and having had his tongue cut out, remanded 
him to the arena. 

28 

Having recalled a certain person from a long exile, he 
asked of him how he used to spend his time; who answered, in 
a flattering vein: "I was always praying the gods for what has 
happened, that Tiberius might die, and you be emperor.” 
Caligula, therefore, concluding that those he had himself 
banished, prayed likewise for his death, sent orders to the various 
islands on which they were exiled to have them all put to death. 
Being very desirous to have a senator torn to pieces, he em- 
ployed some persons to call him a public enemy, fall upon him 
as he entered the senate-house, Aab him with their Styles, and 
deliver him to the reSt to tear asunder. Nor was he satisfied, 
until he saw the man’s limbs, joints, and bowels drawn along the 
Streets, and piled up in a heap before him. 

29 

His deeds, horrible as they were, he augmented with words 
equally outrageous. "There is nothing in my nature,” he would 
say, “That I commend or approve so much, as my inflexible 
rigour.” "When his grandmother Antonia gave him some advice, 
he said to her (as though it were not enough to disregard it) 
"Remember that all things are lawful for me.” When about to 
murder his brother, whom he suspedted of taking antidotes 
against poison, he said, “See then, an antidote againSt Cjesar!” 
And when he banished his siSters, he told them in a menacing 
tone that he had not only islands at command, but likewise 
swords. One of pretorian rank having sent several times from 
Anticyra, whither he had gone for his health, to have his leave 
of absence prolonged, he ordered him to be put to death; 
adding these words: “Bleeding is necessary for one that has taken 
hellebore so long, and found no benefit.” It was his custom 
every tenth day to sign the lists of prisoners appointed for 
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execution; and this he called "clearing his accounts.” And 
having condemned several Gauls and Greeks at one time, he 
boaited that he had subdued Gallograecia. 

30 

He would not permit any to die quickly, but only after 
many Strokes, and those dealt softly, this being his well known 
and constant order: "Strike so that he may feel that he is 
dying.” He once executed a person whom he had not appointed 
to die, by mistaking him for the one condemned; “But it makes 
no difference," said he, “this one deserved it quite as much.” He 
had many times upon his tongue these words of the tragedian, 

Oderint dum metuant, 

I scorn their hatred, if they do but fear me. 

Many a time he inveighed bitterly againSt all the senators at 
once, as clients of Sejanus, and informers againSt his mother and 
brothers, producing the memoriab which he had pretended to 
burn, and excusing the cruelty of Tiberius as necessary, since 
it was impossible to question the veracity of such a number of 
accusers. He continually reproached the whole equestrian order, 
as devoting themselves to nothing but a<5ting on the Stage, and 
fighting as gladiators. Being highly displeased at the people’s 
applauding a party at the Circensian games in opposition to 
him, he exclaimed "Would God that the Roman people had but 
one neck!” When Tetrinius, the highwayman, was denounced, 
he said his persecutors too were all Tetriniuses. Five Retiarii, in 
tunics, fighting in a company, yielded without a Struggle to 
the same number of Secutores; and being ordered by the people 
to be slain, one of them taking up his lance again, killed all 
the conquerors. This he lamented in a proclamation as a moSt 
cruel butchery, and cursed all those who had borne the sight 
of it. 


31 

He was wont moreover to complain openly of the con- 
dition of the times wherein he lived, as not being renowned by 
any public calamities; whereas the reign of Augustus was 
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memorable for the overthrow of Varus, and that of Tiberius 
ennobled by the fall of scafFolds in the theatre at Fidenx. As 
for himself, he was likely to pass into oblivion, such was the 
prosperity of his days. And, at times, he wished for some 
terrible carnage of his armies, a famine, a peAilence, confla- 
grations, or an earthquake. 


32 

Even in the midit of his recreations, while gaming or 
fearing, his cruelty of word and deed was never mitigated one 
whit. Often as he sat at dinner, persons were put to the torture 
in his presence; and a soldier, who was skilled in the art of 
beheading, used at such times to take off the heads of prisoners 
who were brought in for that purpose. At Puteoli, when he 
dedicated the bridge which he planned, as already described, 
he invited a number of people to come to him from the shore, 
and then suddenly flung them headlong from the bridge into 
the water; thrufting down with poles and oars those who, to 
save themselves, caught at the rudders of the ships. At a public 
feaft in Rome, when a slave ^ole some thin plates of silver with 
which the couches were inlaid, he delivered him at once to an 
executioner, with orders to cut off his hands, hang them from 
his neck over his breaft, together with a written placard de- 
claring the cause of his punishment; and so led around the 
company as they sat at the board. A gladiator who was practis- 
ing with him, and voluntarily threw himself at his feet, he 
tabbed with a poniard, and then ran about with a palm branch 
in his hand, after the manner of those who are victorious in 
the games. When a victim was to be offered upon an altar he, 
clad in the habit of the Popce, and holding the axe aloft for a 
while, at laft slaughtered, initead of the animal, an officer who 
attended to cut up the sacrifice. And at a sumptuous enter- 
tainment, he suddenly burit into immoderate laughter, and 
upon the consuls, who reclined next to him, respectfully asking 
him the occasion: "At what else,” he retorted, "but this, that 
upon a single nod of my head, you might both have your 
throats cut.” 
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33 

Among many other jefts and merry conceits of his, as he 
ftood once by the ftatue of Jupiter, he asked Apelles, the 
tragedian, which of them he considered the greater, Jupiter or 
himself. And upon his hesitating somewhat in his reply, he 
lashed him moft severely, now and then commending his voice, 
while he cried out for mercy, as being well modulated and 
pleasant even when raised in supplication. As often as he kissed 
the neck of his wife or concubine, he would murmur, “As fair 
and lovely a neck as this is, off it shall go if I do but give the 
word;” and now and then he would threaten to put his dear 
Caesonia to the torture, that he might discover why he loved her 
so entirely; as if it had entered his mind that she had adminis- 
tered love philtres to him. 


34 

In his manner towards men of almoft all ages, he mani- 
fefted a degree of jealousy and malice equal to that of his 
cruelty and pride. He so demolished and dispersed the ftatues 
of several illuftrious persons, which had been removed by 
Augustus, for want of room, from the court of the Capitol into 
the Campus Martius, that it was impossible to set them up 
again with their inscriptions entire. And for the future he 
forbad any Statue whatever to be eredted without his know- 
ledge and leave. He had thoughts too of suppressing Homer’s 
poems: "For why,” said he, “may not I do what Plato has 
done before me, who excluded him from his commonwealth?” 
He was likewise very near banishing the writings and the buSts 
of Virgil and Livy from all libraries; censuring one of them 
as "a man of no genius and very little learning;” and the other 
as "a verbose and careless historian.” He often talked of the 
lawyers as if he intended to abolish their profession. “By 
Hercules!” he would say, "I shall put it out of their power to 
answer any questions in law, otherwise than by referring them 


He took from the nobleSt persons in the city the ancient 
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marks of diftitufbion used by their families; as the collar from 
Torquatus; from Cincinnatus the curl of hair; and from Cneius 
Pompey, the surname of Great, belonging to that ancient 
family. Ptolemy, mentioned before, whom he invited from his 
kingdom and received with great honours, he suddenly put to 
death, for no reason but because he observed that upon enter- 
ing the theatre, at a public exhibition, he drew the glances of 
all the spedators, by the splendour of his purple robe. As often 
as he met with well favoured men, who had fine heads of hair, 
he would order the back of their heads to be shaved, to make 
them appear ridiculous. There was one Esius Proculus, the son 
of a centurion of the fird rank, who, for his great dature and 
fine proportions, was called "Colosseros.” Him he ordered to be 
dragged from his seat in the arena and matched with a gladiator 
in light armour, and afterwards with another completely 
armed; and upon his overcoming them both, commanded him 
forthwith to be bound, to be led clothed in rags up and down 
the dreets of the city, and, after being exhibited in that plight 
to the women, to be then butchered. There was none of so base 
and abjed condition that he did not envy whatever excellency 
they enjoyed. The Rex Nemorensis having many years en- 
joyed his sacerdotal dignity, he procured a dill dronger anta- 
gonid to oppose him. One Porius, who fought in a chariot, 
having been vidorious in an exhibition, and in his joy given 
freedom to a slave, was applauded so vehemently, that Caligula 
rose from his seat in such hade that, treading upon the hem 
of his toga, he tumbled down the deps, full of indignation, 
and crying out, "A people who are maders of the world, pay 
greater resped to a gladiator for a trifle, than to princes ad- 
mitted among the gods, or to my own majedy here present 
among them.” 

36 

He never had the lead regard for chadity, either in him- 
self or in others. He is said to have entertained an unnatural 
passion for Marcus Lepidus Mneder, an ador in pantomimes, 
and for certain hodages; and to have engaged with them in 
the pradice of mutual pollution. Valerius Catullus, a young 
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man of a consular family, complained aloud in public that he 
had been exhau^ed by him in that abominable commerce. Be- 
sides his inceA with his sifters and his notorious passion for 
Pyralhs, a common proftitute, there was hardly any lady of 
diftinftion with whom he did not make free. He used common- 
ly to invite them with their husbands to supper, and as they 
passed by the couch on which he reclined, consider them curi- 
ously, in the leisurely manner of those who traffic in slaves; 
and if anyone from modefty held down her face, he raised it 
up with his hand. Afterwards, as often as he was in the 
humour, he would quit the refedion room, send for her he 
fancied moft, and in a short time return, while the marks of 
their wanton condudt were ftill evident. He would then either 
praise or disparage her in the presence of the company, re- 
counting the charms or flaws of her person and behaviour 
in private. To some he sent a bill of divorce in the name of 
their absent husbands, and ordered it to be regiftered in the 
public ads. 


37 

In riotous and extraordinary expenditure, he surpassed the 
wits and inventions of all the prodigals that ever lived; de- 
vising a new kind of bath, with ftrange dishes and suppers, 
washing in precious unguents, both warm and cold, drinking 
pearls of immense value dissolved in vinegar, and serving up 
for his guefts loaves and other viduals modelled in gold; often 
saying, “that a man ought either to be parsimonious or Caesar.” 
Besides, he scattered money of no mean value among the people, 
from the top of the Julian Basilica, during several days suc- 
cessively. He built two ships with ten banks of oars, after the 
Libxirnian fashion, the poops of which blazed with jewels, and 
the sails were of various parti-colours. They were fitted up with 
ample baths, galleries, and saloons, and supplied with a great 
variety of vines and other fruit trees. In these he would sail 
in the daytime along the coaft of Campania, feafting amid 
dancing and concerts of music. In building his palaces and 
villas, there was nothing he desired to eflfed so much, in de- 
fiance of all reason, as what was considered impossible. Ac- 
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cordingly, moles were formed in the deep and raging sea, rocks 
of the hardeft ftone cut away, plains raised to the height of 
mountains with a vaft mass of earth, and the tops of mountains 
levelled by digging; and all these were to be executed with in- 
credible celerity, for the lea^ default was punishable with 
death. To sum up, not reckoning particulars, he spent enormous 
sums and the whole treasures which had been amassed by 
Tiberius Caisar, amounting to two thousand seven hundred 
millions of sesterces, within less than a year. 


38 

Having therefore quite exhausted these funds, and being 
in want of money, he turned his mind to plundering the people, 
by every nicety of false accusation, confiscation, and taxation 
that could be invented. He affirmed plainly that no one had 
any right to the freedom of Rome, although their ance^ors 
had acquired it for themselves and their posterity, unless they 
were sons; for that none beyond that degree ought to be con- 
sidered as posterity. When the grants of the Divine Julius and 
Auguilus were produced to him, he only said, that he was very 
sorry they were obsolete and invalid. He also charged all those 
with making false returns, who, after the taking of the census, 
had by any means whatever increased their property. He an- 
nulled the wills of all who had been centurions of the firft rank, 
as teftimonies of their base ingratitude, if from the beginning 
of Tiberius’s reign they had not left either that prince or 
himself their heir. He also set aside the wills of all others, if 
any person only pretended to say that they designed at their 
death to leave Caesar their heir. The public becoming terrified 
at this proceeding, he was now appointed joint heir with their 
friends, and in the case of parents with their children, by 
persons unknown to him. Those who lived any considerable 
time after making such a will, he said were only making sport 
of him; and accordingly he sent many of them poisoned cakes. 
He used to try such causes himself; fixing previously the sum 
he proposed to raise during the sitting and, after he had secured 
it, quitting the tribunal. Impatient of the leaft delay, he con- 
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demned by a single sentence forty persons, againft whom there 
were different charges; bragging to Caesonia when she awoke, 
“how much business he had dispatched while she was taking 
her mid-day sleep.” He exposed to sale by audion, the remains 
of the apparatus used in the public spedacles; and exaded 
such biddings, and raised the prices so high, that some of the 
purchasers were ruined and bled themselves to death. There is a 
well-known dory told of Aponius Saturninus, who, happening 
to fall asleep as he sat on a bench at the sale, Caius called out 
to the audioneer not to overlook the venerable personage who 
nodded to him so often; and accordingly the audioneer ad- 
dressed the bids to him, raising the price at each nod, as if he 
thereby received assent, the while the luckless individual re- 
mained in total unconsciousness of what was going on, until 
there were fadened upon him thirteen gladiators at the sum 
of nine millions of sederces. 


39 

Having also sold in Gaul all the jewels, apparel, furniture, 
slaves, and even freedmen belonging to his siders, at prodigious 
prices, after their condemnation, he was so much delighted with 
his gains that he sent to Rome for all the furniture of the old 
palace; pressing for its conveyance all the carriages let to hire 
in the city, with the horses and mules belonging to the bakers, 
so that they often wanted bread at Rome; and many who had 
suits at law in progress, lod their causes, because they could 
not make their appearance in due time according to their rec- 
ognizances. In the selling of this furniture, there was no fraud, 
no guile, no impudent impodure that he would not employ. 
Sometimes he would rail at the bidders for being niggardly, and 
ask them “if they were not ashamed to be richer than he was?” 
at another, he would affed to be sorry that the property of 
princes should be passing into the hands of private persons. He 
had received intelligence that a rich provincial had given two 
hundred thousand sederces to his chamberlains for arr anging 
that by some subtle shift he might be admitted among the 
gueds of his table; and he was not displeased to find that the 
honour of supping with him was rated so highly. The next 
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day, as the same person was sitting at the sale, he sent him 
some frivolous trifle (I know not precisely what) , for which 
he told him he muft pay two hundred thousand seAerces, and 
“that he should sup with Cauar upon his own invitation.” 

40 

He levied new taxes, and such as were never before known, 
at first by the publicans, but afterwards, because their profit 
was enormous, by centurions and tribunes of the pretorian 
guards; no kind of property or persons being exempted from 
some form of tribute or other. For all eatables brought into 
the city, a certain excise was coUedhed: for all law-suits or 
trials in whatever court, the fortieth part of the sum in dispute; 
and such as were convided of compromising litigations, were 
made liable to a penalty. Out of the daily wages of the porters, 
he received an eighth, and from the gains of common drumpets, 
what they received for one service. There was a clause in the 
law that all bawds who kept women for prostitution or sale, 
should be liable to tribute, and that marriage itself should not 
be exempted. 

41 

These taxes being imposed, but the ad by which they were 
levied never submitted to pubUc inspedion, great grievances 
were experienced from the want of suflScient knowledge of the 
law. At length, on the urgent demands of the Roman people, 
he published the law, but it was written in a very small hand 
and posted up in a corner, so that no one could make a copy 
of it. To leave no sort of gains imtried, he opened brothels in 
the Palatium, with a mxmber of cells, furnished suitably to the 
dignity of the place; in which married women and freeborn 
youths were ready for the reception of customers. He likewise 
sent his nomenclators about the forums and courts, to invite 
by name young men and old to come thither and satisfy their 
luSts. He was ready to lend money for this purpose upon inter- 
est, and had clerks in attendance to take down their names in 
public, as good friends who contributed to the emperor’s 
revenue. Another method of acquiring money, which he did 
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not disdain, was gaming; which, by the help of lying and per- 
jmy, he turned to considerable account. Leaving once the 
management of his play to his partner in the game, he stepped 
into the court, and observing two wealthy Roman knights 
passing by he commanded them to be apprehended at once, and 
their elates confiscated; which being done, he returned to the 
game, leaping for joy, and boating that he had never had a 
luckier hand at dice. 

42 

Upon the birth of his daughter, complaining of his poverty 
and the heavy burdens that lay upon him not only as an 
emperor but a father, he meekly accepted the voluntary con- 
tributions of all men toward the girl’s maintenance and fortune. 
He declared also by an edi<3:, that he would receive New Year’s 
gifts on the calends of January following; and accordingly 
^ood in the veftibule of his house, to take the presents which 
people of all ranks threw down before him by the handful and 
lapful. Finally, being seized with an uncontrollable desire of 
feeling money, he would often take off his slippers, and walk 
barefoot over great heaps of it spread upon the spacious floor, 
and then, laying himself down, wallow bodily among the gold 
pieces. 

43 

Only once in his life did he take an aftive part in military 
afiairs, and then not from any set purpose, but during his 
journey to Mevania to see the grove and river of Clitumnus. 
Being recommended to recruit a body of Batavians, who at- 
tended him, he resolved upon an expedition into Germany. Im- 
mediately he drew together several legions and auxiliary forces 
from all quarters, and made everywhere new levies with the 
utmost rigour. Colleding supplies of all kinds, such as never 
had been assembled upon the like occasion, he set forward on 
his march, and pursued it sometimes with so much ha^e and 
precipitation that the pretorian cohorts were obliged, contrary 
to custom, to pack their standards on horses or mules and so 
follow him. At other times, he would march so slowly and 
luxuriously that he was carried in a litter by eight men; order- 
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ing the roads to be swept by the people of the neighbouring 
towns and sprinkled with water to lay the duft. 

44 

On arriving at the camp, in order to show himself an 
adive general and severe disciplinarian, he cashiered the lieu- 
tenants who came up late with the auxiliary forces from 
difiFerent quarters. In reviewing the army, he deprived of their 
companies moSt of the centurions of the firft rank, who had 
now served their legal time in the wars, and some whose time 
would have expired in a few days; alleging againd them their 
age and infirmity; and railing at the covetous disposition of 
the red of them, he reduced the bounty due to those who had 
served out their time to the sum of six thousand sederces. 
Though he only received the submission of Adminius, the son 
of Cunobeline, a British king, who being driven from his native 
country by his father, came over to him with a small body of 
troops; yet, as if the whole island had been surrendered to him, 
he dispatched magnificent letters to Rome, ordering the bearers 
to proceed in their carriages diredly up to the forum and the 
senate house, and not to deliver the letters but to the consuls 
in the temple of Mars, and in the presence of a full assembly 
of the senators. 

45 

Soon after this, there being no hodilities, he ordered a few 
Germans of his guard to be carried over and placed in conceal- 
ment on the other side of the Rhine, and word to be brought 
him after dinner, that an enemy was advancing with great 
impetuosity. This being accordingly done, he immediately 
threw himself, with his friends and a party of the pretorian 
knights, into the adjoining wood where, lopping branches from 
the trees, and forming trophies of them, he returned by torch- 
light, upbraiding those who did not follow him with timor- 
ousness and cowardice; but he presented the companions and 
sl^^rs of his vi(ftory with crowns of a new form, and under a 
new name, having the sun, moon, and ^lars represented on 
them, and which he called Exploratorice. Again, some l^oftages 
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were by his order taken from the school, and privately sent 
o£F; upon notice of which he immediately rose from table, 
pursued them with the cavalry, as if they had run away, and 
coming up with them, brought them back in fetters; proceed- 
ing to an intemperate pitch of oftentation likewise in this 
military comedy. Upon his again sitting down to table, it being 
reported to him that the troops were all reassembled, he ordered 
them to sit down as they were, in their armour, animating them 
in the words of that well known verse of Virgil: 

Duratc, et vosviet rebus servate secundis . — 

Bear up, and save yourselves for better days. 

In the meantime, he sharply rebuked the senate and people of 
Rome, in a proclamation, "For revelling and frequenting the 
diversions of the circus and theatre, and enjoying themselves 
at their villas, while their emperor fought battles and exposed 
himself to so many perils.” 

46 

At laA, as if he meant to make war in earnest, he drew 
up his army upon the shore of the ocean, with his baliSfce and 
other engines of war, and while no one could imagine what he 
intended to do, on a sudden commanded them to gather up the 
sea shells, and fill their helmets as well as the folds of their 
dress with them, which he termed “the spoils of the ocean due 
to the Capitol and the Palatium.” In commemoration of this 
brave vidory, he raised a lofty tower, upon which, as at Pharos, 
he ordered lights to be burnt in the night time, for the diredion 
of ships at sea; and then promising the soldiers a donative of a 
hundred denarii a man, as if he had surpassed all former pre- 
cedents of liberality, "Go your ways,” said he, "and be merry: 
go, ye are rich.” 

47 

Turning his mind now to preparations for his triumph, 
he seleded, over and above the prisoners and deserters from the 
barbarian armies, the men of greated dature that were to be 
found in Gaul, such as he said were fitted to grace a triumph, 
with some of the chiefs, and reserved them to appear in the 
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procession; obliging them not only to dye their hair yellow, 
and let it grow long, but to learn the German language and 
assume the names commonly used in that country. He ordered 
likewise the galleys in which he had entered the ocean, to be 
conveyed to Rome a great part of the way by land; and wrote 
to his procurators and ofScers in the city, “to make preparations 
for a triumph againft his arrival, at as small expense as might 
be; but on a scale such as had never been seen before, since 
they had full power over all men’s property.” 

48 

Before he quitted the province, he planned the execution 
of a moft horrible outrage: to massacre the legions which had 
long ago mutinied upon the death of Auguftus, because they 
had seized and detained by force his father, Germanicus, their 
commander, and himself, then an infant, in the camp. And 
though he was with great difl&culty dissuaded from this rash 
attempt, yet neither the moft urgent entreaties nor represen- 
tations could prevent him from persifting in the design of de- 
cimating these legions. Accordingly, he ordered them to as- 
semble unarmed, without so much as their swords; and then 
stxrrounded them with armed horse. But finding that many of 
them, suspedting that violence was intended, were making off, 
to arm in their own defence, he abandoned the assembly and 
fled to Rome, diverting all his bitterness and cruelty toward the 
senate, whom he publicly threatened, to avert from himself 
the odious rumours excited by his villainous condudt. Among 
other pretexts of offence, he complained that he was defrauded 
of a triumph, which was his juit due, though he had juft before 
forbidden, upon pain of death, any honour to be decreed him. 

49 

In his march, he was waited upon by deputies from the 
senatorian order, entreating him to haften his return. He replied 
to them, “I will come, I will come, and this with me,” ftriking 
at the same time the hilt of his sword. He issued likewise this 
proclamation: “I am coming, but for those only who wish for 
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me, the equeftrian order and the people; for I shall no longer 
treat the senate as their fellow citizen or prince.” He forbad 
any of the senators to come to meet him; and either abandoning 
or deferring his triumph, he entered the city in ovation on his 
birthday. Within four months from this period he was slain, 
after he had perpetrated monftrous crimes, and while he was 
plotting aill greater. He had entertained the design of re- 
moving to Antium, but only after having firfl: massacred the 
most honourable and important persons of the equestrian and 
senatorian orders. And to remove all doubt that he intended 
to execute this plan, there were found in his secret cabinet 
two books bearing different titles; one being called the sword, 
and the other, the dagger. They both contained private marks, 
and the names of those who were appointed to die. There was 
found also a large cheSt, filled with a variety of poisons, which 
being afterwards thrown into the sea by order of Claudius, 
are said to have so infeded the waters that swarms of dead 
fishes were caSt by the tide upon the neighbouring shores. 


50 

He was very tall in ftature, of a pale complexion, ill- 
shaped, with very slender neck and legs, sunken eyes and hollow 
temples, a broad and furrowed forehead, his hair thin, and the 
crown of the head bald. The other parts of his body were very 
hairy. On this account, it was reckoned a capital crime for 
any person to look down from above, as he was passing by, or 
so much as name a goat. His countenance, which was naturally 
item and frightful, he purposely made more so, composing it 
before a mirror into the moft horrible contortions. He was 
neither healthful in body nor sound in mind, being subjed, as 
a child, to the falling sickness. When he arrived at the age of 
manhood, he endured fatigue tolerably well; but ftill, occasion- 
ally, he was liable to a faintness, during which he remained in- 
capable of any exertion. He was not insensible to the infir mity 
of his mind, and sometimes had thoughts of retiring to Anticyra 
to clear his brain. It is believed that his wife Ca:sonia admini- 
ftered to him a love potion which threw him into a frenzy. 
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What moit of all troubled him was want of sleep, for he seldom 
had more than three or four hours’ re^t in a night; and even 
then his repose was not sound, but haunted by ftrange dreams; 
he fancied, among other things, that a form representing the 
ocean spoke to him. Being therefore often weary with lying 
awake so long, sometimes he sat up in his bed; at others, he 
walked in the longeft porticos about the house, and from time 
to time invoked, and looked out for, the approach of daylight. 


51 

To this crazy constitution of his mind, I think I may 
properly attribute two faults which he had, of a nature opposed 
one to the other; namely, an excessive confidence and the moSt 
abjedl timidity. For he, who afifeded so much to despise the 
gods, was ready to shut his eyes, and wrap up his head in his 
cloak at the lead thunder and lightning; and if it became vio- 
lent, he got up and hid himself under his bed. In his visit to 
Sicily, after ridiculing many Strange objeds which that country 
affords, he ran away suddenly in the night from Messini, so 
frightened was he by the smoke and rumbling at the summit of 
Mount JEtna. And though he was so full of threats and menaces 
againd the barbarians, yet upon passing a narrow defile in 
Germany in his light car, surrounded by a drong body of his 
troops, when someone chanced to remark, "There would be no 
small confusion among us, if an enemy were to appear,” he 
immediately mounted his horse, and rode towards the bridges 
in great hade; but finding them blocked up with camp followers 
and baggage waggons, he was in such a hurry, that he caused 
himsel f to be carried in men’s hands over the heads of the 
crowd. Soon afterwards, upon hearing that the Germans were 
again in rebellion, he prepared to quit Rome, and equipped a 
fleet; comforting himself with this consideration, that if the 
enemy should prove vidorious and possess themselves of the 
heights of the Alps, as the Cimbri had done, or of the city, 
as the Senones formerly did, he should dill have in reserve the 
transmarine provinces. Hence it was, I suppose, that it occurred 
to his assassins, to invent the dory intended to pacify the troops 
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who mutinied at his death, that he had laid violent hands upon 
himself, in a fit of terror occasioned by the news brought him 
of the defeat of his army. 

$ 2 - 

His apparel not only did not conform to any national or 
civil fashion: it was not even peculiar to the male sex, or ap- 
propriate to mere mortals. He often went abroad clad in a 
short coat of ftout cloth, richly embroidered in many colours, 
and studded with gems, in a tunic with long sleeves, and wear- 
ing bracelets. Sometimes he was seen all in silks and habited 
like a woman; at other times in the crepidae or buskins; some- 
times in the sort of shoes worn by the light-armed soldiers, or 
in the sock used by women, and commoiJy with a golden beard 
fixed to his chin, holding in his hand a thunderbolt, a trident, or 
a caduceus, marks of diftindion belonging to the gods only. 
Sometimes he even appeared in the codume of Venus. He con- 
stantly wore the triumphal ornaments, even before his expe- 
dition, and sometimes the breaStplate of Alexander the Great, 
taken out of his coflSn. 

53 

Of all the liberal sciences, he applied himself leaSl to pro- 
found literature and sound learning, and moSt to eloquence; 
being indeed by nature of a fluent and ready tongue; and in 
his perorations, when he was moved to anger, there was an 
abundant flow of words and periods. In speaking, his adion was 
vehement and his voice so Strong, that he was heard at a great 
distance. When concluding an address, he would threaten to 
draw “the sword of his lucubration,” holding a milder and freer 
Style in such contempt, that he said of Seneca, who was then 
much admired, that he "wrote only detached essays,” and that 
"his language was nothing but sand without lime.” He often 
composed answers to the speeches of successful orators; and 
employed himself in devising accusations or vindications of 
eminent persons who were impeached before the senate; and 
gave his vote for or againit the party accused, according to his 
success in speaking, inviting the equeftrian order, by proclama- 
tion, to hear him. 
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By diligent pra<3;ice, he also acquired a maftery of several 
other arts of different kinds, such as fencing, charioteering, 
singing and dancing. In fencing, he pradiced with the weapons 
used in war; and he drove the chariot in circuses built in several 
places. He responded so passionately to s inging and dancing, 
that he could not refrain, in the theatre, from singing with the 
tragedians and imitating the gestures of the adtors, either by way 
of approval or correction. A night exhibition which he had 
ordered the day he was slain, was thought to be intended for 
no other reason than to take the opportunity afforded by the 
licentiousness of the season, to make his fir^ appearance upon 
the itage. Sometimes, also, he danced in the night. Summoning 
once to the palatium, in the second watch of the night, three 
men of consular rank, who feared the words of the message, 
he placed them on the proscenium of the Aage, and then 
suddenly came burbling out, with a loud noise of flutes and 
caftanets, dressed in a mantle and tunic reaching down to his 
heels. Having danced out a song, he retired. Yet he who had 
acquired such dexterity in other exercises, never learnt to swim. 

55 

Those for whom he once conceived a fondness, he favoured 
beyond all reason. He used to kiss Mnefter, the pantomimic 
aCtor, publicly in the threatre; and if any person made the 
leaib noise while he was performing, he would order him to be 
dragged from his seat, and scourged him with his own hand. 
A Roman knight once chanced to make a slight ftir, whereupon 
he sent him, by a centurion, an order to depart immediately for 
Oitia, and carry a letter from him to King Ptolemy in Mauri- 
tania. The letter was couched in these words: "Do neither 
good nor harm to the bearer.” He made certain gladiators 
captains of his German guards. Those called Mirmillones, he 
deprived of some of their arms. One Columbus coming off with 
vidory in a combat, but being slightly wounded, he ordered 
some poison to be poured in the wound, which he thence called 
Columbinum. For thus it was certainly named with his own 
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hand in a liit of other poisons. He was so greatly devoted to 
the fadion of charioteers whose colours were green that he 
supped and lodged for some time constantly in the Stable where 
their horses were kept. At a certain revel, he made a present 
of two millions of seSterces to one Cythicus, a driver of a 
chariot. The day before the Circensian games, he used to send 
his soldiers to enjoin silence in the neighbourhood, that the 
repose of his horse Incitatus might not be disturbed. For this 
favourite animal, besides a marble Stable, an ivory manger, 
purple housings, and a jewelled frontlet, he appointed a house, 
with a retinue of slaves, and fine furniture, for the reception 
of such as were invited in the horse’s name to sup with him. 
It is even said that he intended to appoint him consul. 

In this mad and riotous career, there were many persons 
who lacked neither the will nor the courage to assassinate 
him; but one or two conspiracies being detefted, and others 
postponed for want of opportunity, at laSt two men concerted 
a plan together and accomplished their purpose, not without 
the privity of some of the greatest favourites among his freed- 
men, and the prefeds of the pretorian guards; because having 
been named, though falsely, as accessories in one conspiracy 
against him, they perceived that they were suspeded and became 
objeds of his hatred. For he had immediately endeavoured to 
render them odious to the soldiery, by drawing his sword and 
protesting that he would die by his own hand, "if they also 
thought him worthy of death;” and even afterward he was con- 
tinually accusing them to one another, and setting them all 
mutually at variance. The conspirators having agreed to fall 
upon him as he returned at noon from the Palatine games, 
Cassius Chaerea, tribune of the pretorian guards, claimed the 
privilege of making the onset. This Chaerea was now an elderly 
man, and had been often reproached by Caius for effeminacy. 
When he came for the watchword, Caius would give "Priapus,” 
or “Venus;” and if on any occasion he returned thanks, would 
offer him his hand to kiss, making with his fingers a gesture of 
obscene significance. 
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Many prodigies were observed, presaging his eventual 
murder. The itatue of Jupiter at Olympia, which he had 
ordered to be taken down and brought to Rome, suddenly 
burft out into such a violent fit of laughter, that, the machines 
employed in the work giving way, the workmen took to their 
heels. When this accident took place, there came up a man 
named Cassius, who said that he was commanded in a dream 
to sacrifice a bull to Jupiter. The Capitol at Capua was ^ruck 
with lightning upon the ides of March; as was also, at Rome, 
the apartment of the chief porter of the Palatium. Some con- 
Arued the latter as an omen that the master of the place was 
in danger from his own guards; and the other they regarded 
as a sign that an illuArious person would be cut off, as had 
happened before on that day. Sylla, the aitrologer, being con- 
sulted by him respeding his nativity, assured him, “That death 
would unavoidably and speedily befall him.” The oracle of 
Fortune at Antium likewise forewarned him of Cassius; on 
which account he had given orders for putting to death Cassius 
Longinus, at that time proconsul of Asia, not considering that 
Cha:rea also bore that name. The day preceding his death, he 
dreamt that^^he was danding in heaven near the throne of 
Jupiter, who spurned him with the great toe of his right foot 
and threw him headlong down to earth. Some things which 
happened the very day of his death, and only a little before 
it, were likewise considered as ominous presages of that event. 
While offering sacrifice, he was besprinkled with the blood of 
a flamingo. And Mneder, the pantomimic ador, performed 
in a play which the tragedian Neoptolemus had formerly aded 
at the games in which Philip, the king of Macedon, was slain. 
And in the piece called Laureolus, in which the principal ador, 
running out in a hurry, and falling, vomited blood, several of 
the inferior adors vying with each other to give the bed 
specimen of their art, made the whole dage flow with blood. 
A spedacle had been intended to be performed that night, in 
which the fables of the infernal regions were to be represented 
by Egyptians and Ethiopians. 
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On the ninth of the calends of February and about the 
seventh hour of the day, after debating with himself whether 
he should rise to dinner, (as his Aomach was disordered by an 
excess of food eaten the day before), at laft, by the advice 
of bis friends, he came forth. In the vaulted passage through 
which he had to pass, some boys of noble extradion, who had 
been brought from Asia to ad: upon the dage, were waiting 
for him in a private corridor, and he dopped to see and speak 
to them; and had not the leader of the party said that he was 
suffering from cold, he would have gone back and made them 
perform immediately. Respeding what followed, two different 
accoimts are given. Some say, that while he was speaking to 
the boys, Chaerea came behind him, and gave him a heavy blow 
on the neck with his sword, fird crying out: “Take this;” 
and then a tribune, by name Cornelius Sabinus, another of the 
conspirators, ran him through the bread. Others say, that the 
crowd being kept at a didance by some centurions who were 
in the plot, Sabinus came, according to cudom, for the word, 
and that Caius gave him "Jupiter,” upon which Chaerea cried 
out, "Be it so!” and then, on his looking round, clove one of his 
jaws with a blow. As he lay on the groimd, crying out that he 
was dill alive, the red dispatched him with thirty wounds. For 
the word agreed upon among them all was “Strike again.” 
Some likewise ran their swords through his private parts. Upon 
the fird noise and outcry, the litter bearers came running in 
with their poles, to defend him, and, immediately afterwards, 
his German body guards, who killed some of the assassins, and 
also some senators who had no concern in the affair. 

59 

He lived twenty-nine years, and reigned three years, ten 
months, and eight days. His body was conveyed secretly into 
the Lamian Gardens, where it was half burnt upon a funeral 
pile hadily raised, and then covered with some clots of earth 
carelessly cad over it. It was afterwards disinterred by his 
siders, on their return from exile, burnt to ashes, and buried. 
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Before this was done, it is well known that the keepers of the 
gardens were greatly disturbed by apparitions; and that not 
a night passed without some terrible alarm or other in the 
house where he was slain, until it was consumed with fire. His 
wife Csesonia was killed with him, being tabbed by a centurion; 
and his daughter had her brains knocked out againit a wall. 

6o 

What the condition of the republic was in those days, any 
one may gather from the following particulars. When his death 
was made public, the news was not immediately credited; and 
there went forth a rumour that a report of his being killed 
had been contrived and spread by himself, with the view of 
discovering how they itood affedted towards him. Nor had the 
conspirators fixed upon anyone to succeed him. The senators 
were so unanimous in their resolution to assert the liberty of 
their country, that the consuls assembled them at firft, not in 
the usual place of meeting, because it was named after Julius 
Czisar, but in the Capitol. Some proposed to abolish the memory 
of the Csesars, and level their temples with the ground. It was 
particvilarly remarked on this occasion, that all the Caesars who 
had the pracnomen of Caius died by the sword, from the Caius 
Caesar who was slain in the times of Cinna. 
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TIBERIUS CLAUDIUS DRUSUS CAESAR 


I A.U.C. 714 

Livia, having married Augustus when she was with child, 
gave birth within three months to Drusus, the father of Claudi- 
us Caesar, who had at firft the pracnomen of Decimus, but after- 
wards that of Nero; and it was suspedted that this Drusus was 
begotten in adultery by Auguilus, his supposed father-in-law. 
After his birth, the following verse was immediately in every 
one’s mouth: 

Nine months for common births the fates decree; 

But, for the great, reduce the term to three. 

Drusus, during the period when he was queAor and pretor, 
conunanded in the Rhaetian and German wars, and was the Erft 
of all the Roman generals who navigated the Northern Ocean; 
and on the farther side of the Rhine, he made some prodigious 
trenches, which to this day are called by his name. He over- 
threw the enemy in several battles, and drove them far back 
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into the depths of the desert. Nor did he desift from pursuing 
them, until an apparition, in the likeness of a barbarian woman 
of more than human proportions, forbad him, in the Latin 
tongue, to advance any farther. For these achievements, he had 
the honour of an ovation, and the triumphal ornaments. After 
his pretorship, he immediately entered on the oflSce of consul, 
and returning again to Germany, died of disease, in the summer 
encampment, which thence obtained the name of “The Un- 
lucky Camp.” His corpse was conveyed to Rome by the princi- 
pal persons of the several municipalities and colonies upon the 
road, being met and received by the recorders of each place, 
and buried in the Campus Martius. In honour of him, the army 
ereded a monument, round which the soldiers used, annually, 
upon a certain day, to march in solemn procession, and persons 
deputed from the several cities of Gaul performed religious 
rites. The senate, likewise, decreed for him, among other 
honours, a triumphal arch of marble with trophies, in the 
Appian Way, and gave the cognomen of Germanicus to him 
and his pofterity. In him the civil and military virtues were 
equally balanced; for, beside his vidories, he gained from the 
enemy the SpoUa Opima, and frequently marked out the Ger- 
man chiefs in the midft of their army and encountered them 
in single combat, at the utmoft hazard of his life. He likewise 
often declared that he would, some time or other, if possible, 
reftore the ancient government. On this account, I suppose, 
some have ventured to affirm that Auguftus was jealous of him 
and recalled him; and, because he made no hafte to comply with 
the order, made away with him by poison. This I mention, 
that I may not be guilty of any omission, more than because 
I think it either true or probable; considering that Auguftus 
loved him so much when living, that he always, in his wills, 
made him joint heir with his sons, as he once declared in the 
senate; and upon his decease, extolled him in a speech to the 
people to that degree that he prayed the gods "to make his 
Cajsars like him, and to grant himself as honourable an exit 
out of this world as they had given him.” And, not content 
with inscribing upon his tomb an epitaph in verse composed 
by himself, he wrote likewise the hiftory of his life in prose. 


• 224 • 



• CLAUDIUS ■ 


He had by the yotxnger Antonia several children, but left be- 
hind him at his death only three, namely, Germanicus, Livilla, 
and Claudius. 

2 A.u.c. 744 

This Claudius was born at Lyons, in the consulship of 
Juhus Antonius and Fabius Africanus, upon the fir^t of Auguit, 
the very day upon which an altar was firft dedicated there to 
Augustus. He was named Tiberius Claudius Drusus, but soon 
afterwards, upon the adoption of his elder brother in the Julian 
family, he assumed the cognomen of Germanicus. He was left 
an infant by his father, and during his whole childhood and 
part of his youth, he was assailed by a variety of obstinate dis- 
orders, insomuch that his mind and body being greatly en- 
feebled, he was, even after his arrival at the age of manhood, 
never thought suflSciently qualified for any public or private 
employment. He was, therefore, during a long time, and even 
after the expiration of his minority, under the diredion of a 
pedagogue, who, he complains in a certain memoir, “was a 
barbarous wretch, and formerly superintendent of the mule 
drivers, who was seleded for his governor on purpose to corred 
him cruelly on every trifling pretext.” On account of this 
crazy conditution of body and mind, at the spedacle of gladi- 
ators, which he gave the people jointly with his brother, in 
honour of his father’s memory, he presided, wrapped up in a 
pallium, which was not the accudomed fashion. When he as- 
sumed his virile gown, he was carried in a litter at midnight 
to the Capitol, without the usual ceremony. 

3 

Nevertheless, from his very childhood he applied himself 
mod diligently to the dudy of the liberal sciences, and often 
published specimens of his skill in each of them. But he could 
never, despite his efforts, attain to any pod of dignity in the 
government, or afford any hope of arriving at didindion there- 
after. His mother, Antonia, frequently called him "an abortion 
of a man, that had been only begun, but never finished, by 
nature.” And when she reproved anyone for his foolishness. 
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she would say, “that he was more sottish than her son Claudius.” 
His grandmother, AuguAa, always treated him with the utmoft 
contempt, spoke to him but rarely, and when she did admonish 
him upon any occasion, it was in writing, very curt and sharp, 
or by messengers. His siAer Livilla, upon hearing that he was 
about to be made emperor, openly and in a loud voice ex- 
pressed her indignation that the Roman people should ex- 
perience a fate so hard and so much below their grandeur. 

4 

To exhibit the opinion, both favourable and otherwise, 
entertained concerning him by Augustus, his great uncle, I have 
here set down some extra<lts from the letters of that emperor: 

“I have had some conversation with Tiberius, according 
to your desire, my dear Livia, as to what mu^t be done with 
your grandson, Claudius, at the games of Mars. We are both 
agreed in this, that once for ail we ought to determine what 
course to take with him. For if he be really sound and, so to 
speak, quite right in his intelieds, why should we hesitate to 
promote him by the same Steps and degrees as we did his brother? 
But if we find him below par, and deficient both in body and 
mind, we muit beware of giving occasion for him and ourselves 
to be laughed at by the world, which is ready enough to make 
such matters the subjed of mirth and derision. For we never 
shall be easy, if we are always to be debating upon every oc- 
casion of this kind, without settling, in the firSt instance, 
whether he be really capable of public ofi&ces or not. Concern- 
ing the things about which you consult me at the present 
moment, I am not averse to his taking charge of the prieSts’ 
dining chamber, in the games of Mars, if he will suffer himself 
to be governed by his kinsman, Silanus’s son, that he may do 
nothing to make the people Stare, and deride him. But I do not 
approve of his witnessing the Circensian games from the 
Pulvinar. He will be there exposed to view in the very front 
of the theatre. Nor do I like that he should go to the Alban 
Mount, or be at Rome during the Latin festival. For if he be 
capable of attending his brother to the mount, why is he not 
made prefed of the city? Thus, my dear Livia, you have my 
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tlioughts upon the matter. In my opinion, we ought to settle 
this afFair once for all, that we may not be always in suspense 
between hope and fear. You may, if you think proper, give 
your kinsman Antonia this part of my letter to read.” 

In another letter, he writes: "I shall invite the youth, 
Tiberius, every day during your absence, to supper, that he 
may not sup alone with his friends Sulpicius and Athenodorus. 
I wish the poor creature were more cautious and attentive in 
the choice of someone, whose manners, air, and gait might be 
proper for his imitation: 'In things of consequence he sadly 
fads.’ "Where his mind does not run aftray, he discovers a noble 
disposition.” In a third letter, he says, "Let me die, my dear 
Livia, if I am not a^onished that the declamation of your 
grandson, Claudius, should please me; for how he who talks 
so in, should be able to declaim so clearly and properly, I caimot 
imagine.” There is no doubt but that Augustus, after this, came 
to a resolution upon the subjed, and accordingly left him 
invested with no other honour than that of the Augural priest- 
hood; naming him among the heirs of the third degree who 
were but distantly allied to his family, for a sixth part of his 
estate only, with a legacy of no more than eight hundred 
thousand seSterces. 

5 

Upon his requesting some ofi&ce in the State, Tiberius 
granted him the honorary appendages of the consulship, and 
when he pressed for a legitimate appointment, the emperor 
wrote word back, that "he sent him forty gold pieces for his 
expenses, during the festivals of the Saturnalia and Sigillaria.” 
Upon this, laying aside all hope of advancement, he resigned 
himself entirely to a life of ease and pleasure; living in great 
seclusion, one while in his gardens, or a villa which he had near 
the city; another while in Campania, where he passed his time 
in the loweSt society; by which means he incurred, besides the 
old infamous note of dullness and sluggishness, an ill name for 
drunkenness and gaming. 

6 

Notwithstanding this manner of living, much resped was 
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shown him both in public and private. The equestrian order 
twice made choice of him to intercede on their behalf; once 
to obtain from the consuls the favour of bearing on their 
shoulders the corpse of AuguAus to Rome, and a second time 
to congratulate him upon the death of Sejanus. When he 
entered the theatre, they used to rise and put off their cloaks. 
The senate likewise decreed that he should be added to the 
number of the AuguStal college of prieSls, who were chosen by 
lot; and soon afterwards, when his house was burnt down, that 
it should be rebuilt at the public charge; and that he should 
have the privilege of giving his vote among the men of consular 
rank. This decree was, however, repealed; Tiberius insisting 
that he be excused on account of his imbecility, and promising 
to make good the loss out of his own purse. But at his death, 
he named him in his will, among his heirs, for a third part of 
his estate, leaving him besides a legacy of two millions of 
seSterces, and expressly recommending him to the armies, the 
senate and people of Rome, among his other relations. 

7 

At length Caius Caligula, his brother’s son, upon his ad- 
vancement to the empire, endeavouring to gain the aflfedions 
of the public by all manner of blandishment, Claudius also was 
admitted to public offices, and held the consulship jointly with 
his nephew for two months. As he was entering the forum for 
the first time with the fasces, an eagle which was flying that 
way, alighted upon his right shoulder. A second consulship 
was also allotted him to commence at the expiration of the 
fourth year. He sometimes presided at the public spedacles, as 
the representative of Caius; being always, on those occasions, 
complimented with the acclamations of the people, wishing 
him all good fortune, sometimes under the title of the emperor’s 
uncle, and sometimes under that of Germanicus’s brother. 

8 

Yet he ftill lived subjedt to the conttunelious reproaches 
of the world. If at any time he came in late to supper, no one 
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stirred to make room for him, imtil he had walked round the 
room some time to find a place; likewise, whenever he fell 
asleep after eating, which was habitual with him, the company 
used to throw olive atones and date atones at him. And the 
buffoons who attended woidd wake him, as if it were only in 
jeft, with a cane or a whip. Sometimes they would put slippers 
upon his hands, as he lay snoring, that he might, upon suddenly 
awaking, rub his face therewith. 

9 

He sometimes was threatened with considerable danger; 
firft, in his consulship; for, having been too remiss in providing 
and erecting the statues of Caius’s brothers, Nero and Drusus, 
he was very near being deprived of his office; and afterwards 
he was continually harassed with informations againft him by 
one or tlie other, sometimes even by his own domeftics. When 
the conspiracy of Lepidus and Gaetulicus was discovered, being 
sent with some other deputies into Germany to congratulate 
the emperor upon the occasion, he was in danger of his life; 
Caius being greatly enraged, and loudly complaining that his 
uncle was sent to him, as if he was a boy who wanted a governor. 
Some even say that he was thrown into a river in his travelling 
dress. From this period, he voted in the senate always the laSt 
of the members of consular rank; being called upon after the 
reft, on purpose to humiliate him. A charge for the forgery 
of a will was also allowed to be prosecuted, though he had only 
signed it as a witness. At laft, being obliged to pay eight millions 
of sefterces on entering upon a new office of priefthood, he 
was driven to such ftraits in his private affairs, that in order 
to discharge his bond to the treasury, he was under the necessity 
of exposing to sale his whole eftate, by an order of the prefeds. 

10 A.U.C. 794 

Having spent the greater part of his life in passing through 
these and similar troubles, he came at laft, in the fiftieth year 
of his age, to the empire, and that by a very ftrange and 
surprising trick of fortune. Being among others prevented 


• 229 ■ 



• THE TWELVE C^SARS ■ 


from approaching Gains by the conspirators, who dispersed the 
crowd, he retired into an apartment called the Herma:um, under 
colour of a desire for privacy; and soon afterwards, being 
terrified by the rumour of Caius’s murder, he crept into an 
adjoining balcony, where he hid himself behind the hangings 
of the door. A common soldier, who happened to pass that 
way, espied his feet, and desirous of knowing who he was, 
pulled him out; when, immediately recognizing him, he threw 
himself in a great fright at his feet, and saluted him by the 
title of emperor. He then conduded him to his fellow soldiers, 
who were all in a great rage, and irresolute what they should 
do. They put him into a litter, and as the slaves of the palace 
had all fled, took their turns in carrying him on their shoulders, 
and so brought him into the camp, amazed and trembfing; the 
people who met him on the way pitying his situation, as if 
he were some poor innocent being haled to execution. Being 
received within the ramparts, he continued all night with the 
sentries on guard, and recovered somewhat from his fright, 
but in no great hopes of the succession. For the consuls, with 
the senate and civic troops, had possessed themselves of the 
forum and Capitol, with the purpose of restoring the public 
liberty; and he being sent for likewise, by a tribune of the 
people, to the senate house to give his advice upon the present 
jundure of aflairs, returned answer: 'T am under constraint, 
and cannot possibly come.” TTie day afterwards, the senate 
being dilatory in their proceedings and worn out by divisions 
among themselves, while the people who surrounded the senate 
house shouted that they would have one master, naming Claudi- 
us, he suffered the soldiers assembled under arms to swear 
allegiance to him, promising them fifteen thousand seSterces 
a man; he being the firSt of the Caesars who purchased the 
submission of the soldiers with money. 

II 

Having thus established himself in power, his firSt objed 
was to abolish all remembrance of the two preceding days, in 
which a revolution in the State had been canvassed. According- 
ly, he passed an ad of perpetual oblivion and pardon for every- 
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thing said or done during that time; and this he faithfully 
observed, with the exception only of putting to death a few 
tribunes and centurions concerned in the conspiracy againft 
Caius, both as an example, and because he had intelligence that 
they had also planned his own murder. He now turned his 
mind to the duties of piety and resped towards the memory 
of his relations. His mod solemn and cudomary oath was, 
“By Augudus.” He prevailed upon the senate to decree divine 
honours to his grandmother Livia, with a chariot in the Cir- 
censian procession drawn by elephants, as had been appointed 
for Augudus; and public offerings to the shades of his parents. 
Besides which, he indituted Circensian games for his father, 
to be celebrated every year, upon his birthday, and, for his 
mother, a chariot to be drawn through the circus; with the 
title of Auguda, which had been refused by his grandmother. 
To the memory of his brother, Germanicus, to which, upon all 
occasions, he showed a great regard, he gave a Greek comedy, 
to be exhibited in the public diversions at Naples, and awarded 
the crown for it, according to the sentence of the judges in 
that solemnity. Nor did he omit to make honourable and grate- 
ful mention of Mark Antony; declaring by a proclamation, 
"That he the more earnedly insided upon the observation of 
his father Drusus’s birthday, because it was likewise that of 
his grandfather Antony.” He completed the marble arch near 
Pompey’s theatre, which had formerly been decreed by the 
senate in honour of Tiberius, his uncle, but which had been 
negleded. And though he cancelled all the ads of Caius, yet 
he forbad the day of his assassination, notwithdanding it was 
that of his own accession to the empire, to be reckoned among 
the fedivals. 


12 

But in taking honours upon himself he was sparing, setting 
aside the title of emperor, and refusing all excessive honours. 
He celebrated the marriage of his daughter and the birthday 
of a grandson with great privacy, at home. He recalled no 
banished person, without a decree of the senate: and requeded 
of them permission for the prefed of the military tribunes and 



• THE TWELVE CJESARS ■ 


pretorian guards to attend him in the senate house; and also 
that they would be pleased to beftow upon his procurators 
judicial authority in the provinces. He asked of the consuls 
likewise the privilege of holding fairs upon his private eftate. 
He frequently assifted the magiftrates in the trial of causes, as 
one of their assessors. And when they gave public spedacles, 
he would rise up with the red of the spedators, and salute 
them both by words and gedures. When the tribunes of the 
people came to him while he was on the tribunal, he excused 
himself, because, on account of the crowd, he could not hear 
them unless they dood. In a short time, he succeeded, by these 
means, in so ingratiating himself into the love and favour of 
the people, that when, upon his going to Odia, a report was 
spread in the city that he had been waylaid and slain, the people 
never ceased cursing the soldiers for traitors and the senate as 
parricides, until one or two persons, and presently several others, 
were brought by the magidrates upon the rodra, who assured 
them that he was alive, and not far from the city, on his 
way home. 


Yet these manifedations did not secure him from danger. 
Conspiracies were formed againd him, not only by individuals 
separately, but by a fadion; and at lad his government was 
didurbed by a civil war. A low fellow was captured with a 
poniard about him, near his bedchamber, at midnight. Two 
men of the equedrian order were discovered waiting for him 
in the dreets, armed with a tuck and a huntsman’s dagger; one 
of them intending to attack him as he came out of the theatre, 
and the other as he was sacrificing in the temple of Mars. Callus 
Asinius and Statilius Corvinus, grandsons of the famous orators, 
Pollio and Messala, formed a conspiracy againd him, in which 
they engaged many of his freedmen and slaves. Furius Camillus 
Scribonianus, his lieutenant in Dalmatia, broke into rebellion, 
but was reduced in the space of five days; the legions which 
he had seduced from their oath of fidelity abandoning their pur- 
pose, upon alarm occasioned by unfavourable omens. For when 
orders were given them to march, to meet their new emperor. 
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whether it was by accident, or a divine warning, the eagles could 
not be decorated, nor the Aandards pulled out of the ground. 

14 

Besides his former consulship, he held the office afterwards 
four times; the firit two successively, but the following after 
an interval of four years each; the laft for six months, the 
others for two; and the third, upon his being chosen in the 
room of a consul who died; which had never been done by 
any of the emperors before him. "Whether he was consul or 
out of office, he was conAant in his attendance at the courts 
for the admini^ration of juAice, even upon such days as were 
solemnly observed as days of rejoicing in his family, or by his 
friends; and sometimes upon the public festivals of ancient 
inilitution. Nor did he always adhere ftridtly to the letter of 
the laws, but overruled the rigour or lenity of many of their 
enadments, according to his sentiments of ju^ice and equity. 
For where persons loit their suits by insiiting upon more than 
appeared to be their due, before the judges of private causes, 
he granted them the indulgence of a second trial. And in cases 
of those that were conviAed of any great delinquency, he con- 
demned them to be caft before the wild beafts; exceeding there- 
in the ordinary punishment appointed by law. 

But in the examination and conducting of causes, he was 
extremely variable; being at one time circumspedt, wary and 
sagacious, at another inconsiderate and rash, sometimes frivo- 
lous, and like one bereft of reason. In correding the roll of 
judges, he ftruck off the name of one who, concealing the 
privilege his children gave him to be excused from serving, 
had answered to his name, as too eager for the office. Another 
who was summoned before him in a cause of his own, and 
alleged that the affair did not properly come under the em- 
peror’s cognizance, but that of ^he ordinary judges, he ordered 
to plead the cause himself immediately before him, and show in 
a case of his own, how equitable a judge he would prove in 
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that of other persons. When a woman was brought before liim, 
who refused to acknowledge her own son, and there being no 
clear proof on either side, he ordered her to marry the young 
man; and so forced her to confess the truth and to take him 
as her child. He was much inclined to decide causes in favour 
of the parties who appeared, and againit those who did not, 
without considering whether their absence was occasioned by 
their own fault, or by real necessity. On proclamation of a 
man’s being convided of forgery, and that he ought to have 
his hand cut off, he insided that an executioner should be im- 
mediately sent for, with a Spanish sword and a block. A person 
who was a foreigner being prosecuted for falsely assuming the 
freedom of Rome, and a frivolous dispute arising between the 
advocates in the cause, whether he ought to make his appearance 
in the Roman or Grecian dress, to show his impartiality he 
commanded him to change his clothes several times according 
to the character he assumed in the accusation or defence. An 
anecdote is related of him, and believed to be true, that, in a 
particular cause, he delivered this prepoderous sentence in 
writing: “I am in favour of those who have spoken the truth,” 
as if there were any sure means of determining truth except, 
by carefully weighing the evidence. For these unbecoming 
pranks he suffered so much in the opinion of the world, that he 
was everywhere held in contempt. A person making an excuse 
for the non-appearance of a witness whom he had sent for 
from the provinces, declared it was impossible for him to ap- 
pear, dissimulating the cause for some time: at lad, after several 
demands as to what the reason might be, he answered: "The 
man is dead;” to which Claudius replied: "I think that is a 
sufficient excuse.” Another, thanking him for suffering a person 
who was prosecuted to make his defence by counsel, added: 
"And yet it is no more than what is usual.” I have likewise 
heard some old men say, that the advocates used to abuse his 
patience so grossly, that as he was going down from the tribunal, 
they would not only call him back, but also take hold of the 
cap of his coat, and sometimes catch him by the heels, to make 
him day. That such behaviour, however drange, is not incredi- 
ble, will appear from this anecdote. Some obscure Greek, who 
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was a litigant, in the course of an altercation with him, let fall 
these words: "You are an old fool.” It is certain that a Roman 
knight, who was prosecuted falsely by powerful enemies, on a 
charge of unnatural abuse of women, when he saw that common 
trumpets were summoned againft him and allowed to give 
evidence, flung his writing ^yle, and some books which he held, 
in his face, with such violence as to wound him severely in the 
cheek; at the same time upbraiding him in very harsh and 
offensive terms with his folly and cruelty. 

1 5 A.u.c. Soo 

He likewise assumed the censorship, which had been dis- 
continued since the time that Paulus and Plancus had jointly 
held it; but this oflSce also he held with an uneven hand and a 
variable mind. In his review of the knights, he dismissed with- 
out shame or disgrace, a yoimg man charged with many in- 
famous villanies, only because his father teftified of him in 
favourable terms; "for,” said he, "his father is his proper 
censor.” Another, who had a very bad name for despoiling 
maidens and for adulterous pradices, he only admonished "to 
indulge his youthful impulses more sparingly, or at lead more 
cautiously;” adding, "why mud I know what wench you 
keep?” When, at the requed of his fri'^nds, he had taken off 
a mark of infamy which he had set upon one knight’s name, 
he said, "Let the blot, however, remain.” He not only druck 
out of the lid of judges, but likewise deprived of the freedom 
of Rome, an illudrious man of the highed provincial rank in 
Rome, only because he was ignorant of the Latin language. 
Nor in this review did he suffer any one to give an account of 
his condud by an advocate, but obliged each man to speak for 
himself in the bed way he could. He disgraced many, and some 
that little expeded it, for a reason entirely without precedent, 
namely, for going out of Italy without his license; and one 
likewise, for having in his province been the familiar companion 
of a king; observing that, in former times, Rabirius Podhumus 
had been prosecuted for treason, although he only went after 
Ptolemy to Alexandria for the purpose of securing payment 
of a debt. Having tried to inflid disgrace upon several others, 
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he, to his own greater shame, found them generally innocent, 
such was the negligence of the inquisitors he had employed; 
those whom he charged with living in celibacy, with want of 
children, or estate, proving themselves to be husbands, fathers, 
and in affluent circumAances. One of the knights who was 
charged with Stabbing himself, laid his bosom bare, to show 
that there was not the leaSt mark of violence upon his body. 
The following incidents were remarkable in his censorship. He 
ordered a car, plated with silver and of very sumptuous work- 
manship, which was exposed for sale in the Sigillaria, to be 
purchased and broken in pieces before his eyes. He published 
twenty proclamations in one day, in one of which he advised 
the people, “since the vintage was very plentiful, to have their 
casks well secured at the bung with pitch:” and in another, 
he gave them to underhand, “that nothing would sooner cure 
the bite of a viper, than the sap of the yew tree.” 

17 A-u.c. 797 

He undertook only one expedition, and that was of short 
duration. The triumphal ornaments decreed him by the senate, 
he considered as beneath the majefty of an emperor, and was 
therefore resolved to have the honour of a real triumph. For 
this purpose, he sele(^ed Britain, which had never been at- 
tempted by any one since Julius Caesar, and was then chafing 
with rage, because the Romans would not give up some de- 
serters. Accordingly, he set sail from Oftia, but was twice very 
near being wrecked by the boisterous wind called Circius, upon 
the coaSl of Liguria, and near the islands called Stoechades. 
Having travelled by land from Marseilles to Gessoriachum, he 
thence passed over to Britain; and within a few days after his 
arrival, without battle or bloodshed, part of the island sub- 
mitted to him. So, in the sixth month after his departure, he 
returned to Rome, and triumphed in the moSt pompous 
manner; to witness which, he not only gave leave to governors 
of provinces to come to Rome, but even to some of the exiles. 
Among the spoils taken from the enemy, he fixed upon the 
pediment of his house in the Palatium, a naval crown, in token 
of his having passed, and, as it were, conquered the ocean, and 
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had it suspended near the civic crown which was there before. 
Messalina, his wife, followed his chariot in a covered litter. 
Those who had attained the honour of triumphal ornaments 
in the same war, rode behind; the reft followed on foot, wearing 
the robe with the broad ftripes. Crassus Frugi was mounted 
upon a horse richly caparisoned, in a robe embroidered with 
palm leaves, because this was the second time of his obtaining 
that honour. 

18 

He was at all times moft solicitous that the city be well 
supplied with provisions. A dreadful fire breaking out in the 
iEmiliana, which lafted some time, he passed two nights in the 
Diribitorium, and the soldiers and gladiators not being in suf- 
ficient numbers to get it under control, he caused the magis- 
trates to summon the people out of all the ftreets in the city 
to their assiftance. Placing bags of money before him, he ex- 
horted them to do their utmoft towards quenching the fire, and 
promised to reward every one on the spot, according to their 
exertions. During a scarcity of corn and other provisions, 
caused by unseasonable weather which affedted the crops for 
several successive years, he was ftopped in the middle of the 
forum by a mob, who so abused him, pelting him no less with 
reviling words than with fragments of broken bread, that he 
had some difficulty in escaping into the palace by a back door. 
He therefore resorted to all possible devices to bring provisions 
to the city, even in the winter. For he not only proposed sure 
profits to the merchants by indemnifying them againft any 
loss that might befall them by ftorms at sea; but granted great 
privileges to those who built ships for that traffic. To a citizen 
of Rome he gave an exemption from the penalty of the Papia- 
Poppaean law; to one who had only the privilege of Latium, 
the freedom of the city; and to women, the rights which by 
law belonged to those who had four children: which enadments 
are in force to this day. 

19 

He completed some important public works, which, though 
not numerous, were very beneficial. The principal ones were: 
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an aquedudt which had been begun by Caius; an emissary for 
the discharge of the waters of the Fucine lake, and the harbor 
of Oftia — although he knew that Augustus had refused to com- 
ply with the repeated application of the Marsians for one of 
these, and that the other had been several times intended by 
Julius Caesar, but as often abandoned on account of the diffi- 
culty of its execution. He brought to the city the cool and 
plentiful springs of the Claudian water, one of which is called 
Caeruleus, and the other Curtius and Albudinus, as likewise the 
river of the New Anio, in a ^tone canal; and distributed them 
into many beautiful reservoirs. The canal from the Fucine lake 
was undertaken as much for the sake of profit, as for the 
honour of the enterprise; for there were parties who offered 
to drain it at their own expense on condition of their having 
a grant of the land laid dry. With great difficulty, he com- 
pleted a canal three miles in length, partly by cutting through, 
and partly by tunnelling, a mountain; thirty thousand men 
being regularly employed in the work for eleven years. He 
formed the harbour at Oftia by carrying out circular piers on 
the right and on the left, with a mole protecting, in deep water, 
the entrance of the port. For the surer foundation of this mole, 
he sunk the vessel in which the great obelisk had been brought 
from Egypt; and built upon piles a very lofty tower, in imi- 
tation of the Pharos at Alexandria, on which lights were kept 
burning to direCt mariners in the night. 

20 A.u.c. 800 

He often distributed largesses of corn and money among 
the people; and for their entertainment likewise he exhibited 
a great variety of magnificent spectacles, not only such as were 
familiar, and in the accustomed places, but some that had been 
newly planned, and others revived from ancient models; and 
these he sometimes set forth in places where nothing of the 
kind had been ever before attempted. In the games which he 
presented at the dedication of Pompey’s theatre, which had 
been burnt down, and rebuilt by him, he presided upon a 
tribimal ereCted for him in the orchestra; having firSt paid his 
devotions, in the temple above, and then coming down through 
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the centre of the circle, while all the people kept their seats 
in unbroken silence, contrary to the usual cuAom which was 
to greet the emperor with loud applause. He likewise exhibited 
the secular games, giving out that AuguAus had anticipated 
the appropriate period; though he himself says in his hiAory, 
"that they had been omitted before the age of AuguAus, who 
had calculated the years with great exaftness and again brought 
them to their regular period.” By reason thereof, the crier was 
laughed at when he called the people in the usual form, "to 
games which no person had ever before seen, nor ever would 
again;” whereas there survived many who had already seen 
them; and some of the performers who had once adted in them 
were now again brought upon the Aage. He likewise frequently 
celebrated the Circensian games in the Vatican, in the circus 
which he had himself built, sometimes exhibiting a hunt of 
wild beaAs, after every five courses. He embellished the Circus 
Maximus with marble barriers, and gilded goals, which before 
were of common Aone and wood, and assigned proper places 
for the senators, who were used to sit promiscuously with the 
other spectators. Beside the chariot races, he exhibited there 
the Trojan game, and wild beaAs from Africa, which were 
encountered by a troop of pretorian knights, with their 
tribunes, and even the prefeA at the head of them; besides 
Thessalian horse, who drive fierce bulls round the circus, leap 
upon their backs when they have exhauAed their fury, and 
drag them by the horns to the ground. He gave exhibitions 
of gladiators in several places, and of various kinds; one yearly 
on the anniversary of his accession in the pretorian camp, but 
without any hunting, or the usual apparatus; another in the 
Septa as usual; and in the same place, another out of the 
common way, and of a few days’ continuance only, which he 
called Sportula; because when he was going to present it, he 
informed the people by proclamation, "that he invited them 
to a late supper, got up in haAe, and without ceremony.” Nor 
did he lend himself to any kind of public diversion with more 
freedom and hilarity; insomuch that he would hold out his 
left hand, and joined by the common people, count upon his 
fingers aloud the gold pieces presented to those who came oflF 
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conquerors. He would earneftly invite the company to be 
merry; sometimes calling them his “makers,” with a mixture 
of insipid, far-fetched jefts. Thus, when the people called for 
Palumbus, (which name signifies a wood pigeon) , he said, “he 
would give them one when he could catch it.” The following, 
however, was said to good purpose and in good season; having, 
amidft great applause, spared a gladiator, on the intercession 
of his four sons, he sent a billet immediately round the theatre, 
to remind the people, “how much it behoved them to get 
children, since they had before them an example of how useful 
they had been in procuring favour and security for a gladiator.” 
He likewise represented in the Campus Martius the assault and 
sacking of a town, and the surrender of the British kings, pre- 
siding in his general’s cloak. Immediately before he drew off 
the waters from the Fucine lake, he exhibited upon it a naval 
fight. But the combatants on board the fleets crying out, 
“health attend you, noble emperor! We, who are about to 
peril our lives, salute you;” and he replying, “health attend 
you too,” they all refused to fight, as if by that response he 
pardoned them from the skirmish. Upon this, he hesitated for 
a time, whether he should not destroy them all with fire and 
sword. At last, leaping from his seat, and running along the 
shore of the lake with tottering Steps, (the result of his foul 
excesses), he, partly by fair words, and partly by threats, 
persuaded them to engage. This spectacle represented an en- 
counter between the fleets of Sicily and Rhodes; consisting each 
of twelve ships of war, and of three banks of oars. The signal 
for the encounter was given by a silver Triton, raised by 
machinery from the middle of the lake. 

21 

Concerning religious ceremonies, the administration of 
affairs both civil and military, and the condition of all orders 
of the people at home and abroad, some pradtices he reformed, 
others which had been laid aside he revived; and certain regu- 
lations he introduced which were entirely new. In appointing 
new prieSts for the several colleges, he made no appointments 
without being sworn. When an earthquake shook the city, he 
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never failed to summon the people togetlier by the pretor, and 
appoint holidays for sacred rites. And upon the sight of any 
ominous bird in the City or Capitol, he issued an order for a 
supplication, the words of which, by virtue of his ofBce of high- 
prieit, after an exhortation from the roftra, he recited in the 
presence of the people, who repeated them after him, all work- 
men and slaves being firft ordered to withdraw. 

2.Z 

The courts of judicature, whose sittings had been formerly 
divided between the summer and winter months, he ordered, 
for the dispatch of business, to sit the whole year round. The 
jurisdidion in matters of trud, which used to be granted 
annually by special commission to certain magiitrates, and in 
the city only, he made permanent, and extended to the pro- 
vincial judges likewise. He altered a clause added by Tiberius 
to the Papia-Poppsean law, which inferred that men of sixty 
years of age were incapable of begetting children. He ordered 
that, out of the ordinary course of proceeding, orphans might 
have guardians appointed them by the consuls; and that those 
who were banished from any province by the chief magiftrate, 
should be debarred from coming into the City, or any part of 
Italy. He inflided on certain persons a new sort of banishment, 
by forbidding them to depart further than three miles from 
Rome. When any affair of importance came before the senate, 
he ixsed to sit between the two consuls upon the seats of the 
tribunes. He reserved to himself the power of granting license 
to travel out of Italy, which before had belonged to the senate. 

23 

He likewise granted the consular ornaments to his Duce- 
narian procurators. Those who declined the senatorian dignity 
he deprived also of the equeffrian degree. Although he had in 
the beginning of his reign declared that he would admit no 
man into the senate who was not the great-grandson of a Roman 
citizen, yet he gave the "broad hem” to the son of a freedman, 
on condition that he should be adopted by a Roman knight. 
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Fearing, however, that he would be rebuked for such an adt, 
he informed the public, that his ancestor Appius Csecus, the 
censor, had eledted the sons of freedmen into the senate; igno- 
rant as he was, that in the times of Appius, and a long while 
afterwards, persons manumitted were not called freedmen, but 
only their sons who were freeborn. He ordered the college of 
queftors to exhibit a game of gladiators, in^ead of incurring 
the expense of paving the highways; and in lieu of the provinces 
of Oftia and Cisalpine Gaul, which he took from them, he 
reinftated them in the charge of the treasury, which, since they 
had been relieved of it, had been managed by the pretors, or 
those who had formerly filled that office. To Silanus, who was 
betrothed to his daughter, he gave the triumphal ornaments, 
though he was under age; and in other cases, he beftowed them 
on so many, and with so little reserve, that there is extant a 
letter unanimously addressed to him by all the legions, begging 
him "to grant his consular lieutenants the triumphal ornaments 
at the time of their appointment to commands, in order to 
prevent their seeking occasion to engage in needless wars.” He 
decreed to Aulus Plautius the honour of an ovation, for his able 
services as commander of the army in Britain; going to meet 
him at his entering the city, and walking with him in the pro- 
cession to the Capitol and back, during which he took the left 
side, giving him the poft of honour. He allowed Gabinius 
Secundus, upon his conqueft of the Chauci, a German tribe, 
to assume the cognomen of Chaucius. 

His military organization of the equeftrian order was this. 
After having the command of a cohort, they were promoted 
to a wing of auxiliary horse, and subsequently received the 
commission of tribune of a legion. He raised a body of militia, 
called Supernumeraries who, though they were a sort of soldiers, 
and kept in reserve, yet received pay. He procured an aft of 
the senate to prohibit all soldiers from attending senators at 
their houses, in the way of respeiSt and compliment. He con- 
fiscated the elates of all freedmen who presumed to take upon 
themselves the equeftrian rank. Such of them as were ungrate- 
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ful to their patrons, and the subjedt of complaint, he reduced 
to their former condition of slavery; and declared to their ad- 
vocates, that he would always give judgment againft the freed- 
men, in any suit at law which the makers might happen to 
have with them. Some persons having exposed their sick slaves, 
in a languishing condition, on the island of ^sculapius, be- 
cause of the tediousness of their cure at home, he declared all 
who were so exposed perfedtly free, never more to return, if 
they should recover, to their former servitude; and that if any 
one chose to kill outright, rather than expose, a slave, he should 
be liable for murder. He published a proclamation, forbidding 
all travellers to pass through the towns of Italy otherwise than 
on foot, or in a litter or chair. In Puteoli and in Oftia he 
Rationed several cohorts of soldiers, to be in readiness again^ 
any accidents from fire. He prohibited foreigners from adopt- 
ing Roman names, especially those which belonged to families. 
Those who usurped the freedom of Rome, he beheaded on the 
Esquiline. He gave up to the senate the provinces of Achaia 
and Macedonia, which Tiberius had transferred to his own 
admini^ration. He deprived the Lycians of their liberties, as 
a punishment for their fatal dissensions; but restored to the 
Rhodians their freedom, upon their repentance of their former 
misdemeanors. He exonerated forever the people of Ilium from 
the payment of taxes, as being the founders of the Roman race; 
reciting upon the occasion a letter in Greek from the senate 
and people of Rome to king Seleucus, on which they promised 
him their friendship and alliance, provided that he would grant 
their kinsmen, the Iliensians, immunity from all burdens. 

He banished from Rome all the Jews, who were continu- 
ally making di^urbances at the instigation of one ChriStus. 
The ambassadors of the Germans he allowed to sit in the seats 
assigned to the senators at the pubHc spedacles, being induced 
to grant them favours by their frank and honourable condud; 
for, having been seated in the rows of benches which were 
common to the people, on observing the Parthian and Armenian 
ambassadors sitting among the senators, they took upon them- 
selves to cross over into the same seats, as being, they said, no 
way inferior to the others, in point either of merit or rank. 
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The religious rites of the Druids, solemnized with such horrible 
cruelties, which had only been forbidden the citizens of Rome 
during the reign of Augtiitus, he utterly abolished among the 
Gauls. On the other hand, he attempted to transfer the Eleusi- 
nian myAeries from Attica to Rome. He likewise ordered the 
temple of Venus Erycina in Sicily, which was old and in a 
ruinous condition, to be repaired at the expense of the Roman 
people. He concluded treaties with foreign princes in the 
forum, with the sacrifice of a sow, and the form of words used 
by the heralds in former times. But in these and other affairs, 
and indeed the greater part of his adminiftration, he was di- 
reded not so much by his own judgment, as by the influence 
of his wives and freedmen; for the mod part ading in con- 
formity to v/hat their intered or pleasure didated. 

In his early youth he was twice married, fird to .Emilia 
Lepida, the granddaughter of Augudus, and afterwards to 
Livia Medullina, who had the cognomen of Camilla, and was 
descended from the old didator Camillus. The former of these, 
because her parents had incurred the displeasure of Augudus, 
he divorced while dill a virgin; and the latter, he lod by sick- 
ness upon the very day appointed for the marriage. He next 
married Plautia Urgulanilla, whose father had enjoyed the 
honour of a triumph; and soon afterwards, Mlia. Paetina, the 
daughter of a man of consular rank. Both of these he divorced; 
Pastina, upon some light cause of offence; and Urgulanilla, for 
filthy condud and the suspicion of murder. After these, he 
took in marriage Valeria Messalina, the daughter of Barbatus 
Messala, his cousin. But finding that, besides her other abomi- 
nable vices and debaucheries, she had even gone so far as to 
marry in his absence Caius Silius, the settlement of her dowry 
being formally signed in the presence of the augurs, he put her 
to death. And in a speech that he made before his pretorians, 
he avowed that because his marriages had been so unhappy, he 
resolved to remain unmarried for all future time, and if he 
did not continue so, he would not resid being dabbed by their 
hands. He was, however, unable to remain true to this oath; 
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for he began immediately to think of another wife, and even 
of taking back Pxtina, whom he had divorced: he thought 
also of Lollia Paulina, who had been married to Caius Caesar. 
But through the enticing allurements of Agrippina, the 
daughter of his brother Germanicus, who made full use of the 
kisses and endearments which their near relationship sanctioned 
to draw him into love with her, he was completely won; and 
he got someone to propose at the next meeting of the senate, 
that they should oblige the emperor to marry Agrippina, as a 
measure highly conducive to the public interest; and that in 
future liberty should be given for such unions, which until 
that time had been considered inceftuous. In less than twenty- 
four hours after this, he married her; but none were found 
that followed the precedent, except one freedman and a cen- 
turion of the firft rank, at the solemnization of whose nuptials 
both he and Agrippina attended. 

26 A.U.C. 773 

He had children, by three of his wives: by Urgulanilla, 
Drusus and Claudia; by Pastina, Antonia; and by Messalina, 
Odavia, and also a son, whom at firft he called Germanicus, 
but afterwards Britannicus. He loft Drusus at Pompeii, when 
he was very young; he being choked with a pear, which in 
his play he tossed up and caught in liis mouth. Only a few days 
before, he had betrothed him to one of Sejanus’s daughters; 
and I am therefore surprised that some authors should write 
that he loft his life by the treachery of Sejanus. Claudia, who 
was, in truth, the daughter of Boter his freedman, though she 
was born five months before his divorce, he ordered to be 
thrown naked at her mother’s door. He gave Antonia in 
marriage to Cneius Pompey the Great, and afterwards to 
Fauftus Sulla, both youths of very noble parentage; Odavia 
to his ftepson Nero, after she had been contraded to Silanus. 
Britannicus was born upon the twentieth day of his reign, and 
in his second consulship. He often earneftly commended him 
to the soldiers, dandling him in his own hands before their 
ranks; and would likewise show him to the people in the 
theatre, setting him upon his lap, or holding him out, while 
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he was ftill a babe; and was sure to receive their acclamations 
and good wishes on his behalf. Of his sons-in-law, he adopted 
Nero; while Pompey and Silanus, he not only dismissed from 
his favour but put to death. 


^7 

Of all his freedmen he esteemed especially Posides, the 
eunuch, whom, in his British triumph, he presented with the 
pointless spear, classing him among the military men. Next to 
him, if not equal, in favour was Felix, whom he not only pre- 
ferred to commands both of cohorts and troops, but to the 
government of the province of Judea; and he became, in con- 
sequence of his elevation, the husband of three queens. Another 
favourite was Harpocras, to whom he granted the privilege of 
being carried in a litter within the city, and of holding public 
spedacles for the entertainment of the people. In this class 
was likewise Polybius, who assi^ed him in his Judies, and had 
often the honour of walking between the two consuls. But 
above all these in his aflFedions were Narcissus, his secretary, 
and Pallas, the comptroller of his accounts; whom, by virtue 
of a decree of the senate, he suffered to receive not only rich 
presents, but also the decoration of the quedorian and pretorian 
ensigns of honour. So much did he indulge them in amassing 
wealth and plundering the public that, upon his complaining 
once of the lowness of his exchequer, someone said, not ab- 
surdly, that he would have Store enough, and to spare, if those 
two freedmen of his would but take him into partnership. 


28 

Being entirely enthralled by these freedmen and, as I have 
already said, by his wives, he bore himself rather as the servitor 
of others than as an absolute prince. He didributed ofiSces or 
the command of armies, pardoned or punished, according as 
it suited their interests, their passions, or their caprice; and for 
the moft part, without knowing, or being sensible of what he 
did. Not to enter into minute details relative to the revocation 
of grants, the reversal of judicial decisions, obtaining his signa- 
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ture to fiAitious appointments, or the barefaced alteration of 
them after signing; he put to death Appius Silanus, the father 
of his son-in-law, and the two Julias, the daughters of Drusus 
and Germanicus, without any positive proof of the crimes 
with which they were charged, or so much as permitting them 
to make any defence. He also cut off Cneius Pompey, the 
husband of his eldeA daughter; and Lucius Silanus, who was 
betrothed to the younger; Pompey was tabbed as he lay in 
bed with a beloved paramour, and Silanus was obliged to quit 
the office of pretor upon the fourth of the calends of January, 
and to kill himself on new year’s day following, the very same 
on which Claudius and Agrippina were married. He con- 
demned to death five and thirty senators and above three 
hundred Roman knights, with so little attention to what he 
did, that when a centurion brought him word of the execution 
of a man of consular rank, who was one of the number, and 
told him he had carried out his order, he declared that “he 
had ordered no such thing, but he approved of it;” because his 
freedmen, it seems, had said that the soldiers did nothing more 
than their duty, in dispatching the emperor’s enemies without 
waiting for a warrant. But it is beyond all belief, that he 
himself, at the marriage of Messalina with the adulterous Silius, 
should actually sign the writings relative to her dowry; induced, 
as it is pretended, by the design of diverting from himself and 
transferring upon another the danger with which some omens 
seemed to threaten him. 


29 

He was mo^t personable, with a graceful and majeftic 
asped: whether he sat or Stood, but especially when he lay in 
repose; for he was tall, but not thin. His countenance was 
lively, his grey hair becoming, and he had a round full neck. 
But his knees were feeble and failed him in walking, so that 
his gait was unsteady, both when he assumed State and when he 
was taking diversion. He was indecent and unseemly in his 
mirth, and especially so in his anger, under the influence of 
which he foamed at the mouth and discharged from his noStrils. 
He also Stammered in his speech, and had a tremulous motion 
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of the head at all times, but particularly when he was engaged 
in any business, however trifling. 

30 

Concerning his bodily health, though it had been very 
poor during the firft part of his life, yet after he became 
emperor, it improved mightily and continued good, except 
only that he was subjed to a pain of the domach. In a £t of 
this complaint, he said he had thoughts of killing himself. 

31 

He gave banquets that were as frequent as they were 
sumptuous; and generally in such spacious surroundings, that 
very often six hundred gueds sat down together. At a fead 
he gave on the banks of the canal for draining the Fucine Lake, 
he narrowly escaped being drowned, the water at its discharge 
rushing out with such violence that it overflowed the conduit. 
At supper he always had his own children, with those of several 
of the nobility who, according to an ancient cudom, sat at 
the feet of the couches. One of his gueds having been suspeded 
of purloining a golden cup, he invited him again the next day, 
and set before him a porcelain jug. It is said, too, that he in- 
tended to publish an edid, "allowing to all people the liberty of 
giving vent at table to any didension occasioned by flatulence,” 
upon hearing of a person whose modedy, causing him to re- 
drain himself, had endangered his life. 

32 

His appetite for meat and drink was always ready at any 
time or in any place. One day, as he was hearing causes in the 
forum of Augudus, he smelt the dinner which was preparing 
for the Salii, in the temple of Mars adjoining, whereupon he 
quitted the tribunal and went to partake of the fead with the 
prieds. He scarcely ever left the table until he had thoroughly 
crammed himself and drank to intoxication; and then he would 
immediately fall asleep, lying upon his back with his mouth 
open. While in this condition, a feather would ordinarily be 

• 248 . 



• CLAUDIUS ■ 


put down liis throat, to make him throw up the contents of 
his ^omach. His sleep was made up of short naps, and he 
usually awoke before midnight; but he would sometimes sleep 
in the daytime, and that even when he was upon the tribunal; 
so that the advocates cultivated very loud voices, but even so, 
often failed to rouse him. He was excessively given to the 
wanton love of women, but was wholly unacquainted with 
unnatural desires toward his own sex. He was much addided 
to gaming, and published a book upon the subjed; he even used 
to play as he rode in his chariot, having the tables so fitted 
that the game was not diiturbed by the motion of the carriage. 

33 

His disposition towards cruelty and bloodshed appeared 
upon great as well as trivial occasions. When any person was 
to be put to the torture, or a criminal punished for parricide, 
he was impatient for the execution and would have it per- 
formed in his own presence. When he was at Tibur, being 
desirous of seeing an example of the old way of putting male- 
fadors to death, some were immediately bound to a dake for 
the purpose; but there being no executioner to be had at the 
place, he sent for one from Rome, and waited for his coming 
until night. In any exhibition of gladiators, presented either 
by himself or others, if any of the combatants chanced to 
fall, he ordered them to be butchered, especially the Retiarii: 
and why! — ^because he wanted to see their faces as they lay 
gasping and yielding up their breath. Two gladiators happen- 
ing to kill each other, he immediately ordered some little knives 
to be made of their swords for his own use. He took such 
pleasure in seeing men fight wild beads, (which ordinarily took 
place in the morning) and also the combatants who appeared 
on the dage at noon, that he would come to the theatre at 
break of day; and at noon, dismissing the people to dinner, 
would continue sitting himself to see the later show; and be- 
sides those who were devoted to that hazardous profession, he 
would match others with the beads, upon slight or sudden 
occasions: as, for indance, the carpenters and their assidants, 
and people of that sort, if a machine, or any piece of work 
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in which they had been employed about the theatre did not 
answer the purpose for which it had been intended. To this 
desperate kind of encounter, he forced one of his nomenclators, 
even encumbered as he was by wearing the toga. 

34 

But diStruft and fear came before all his other qualities. 
At the beginning of his reign, though he much affedted a mode^ 
and humble behaviour, as has been said before, yet he dared not 
venture to appear at an entertainment without being attended 
by a guard of spearmen, and he made soldiers wait upon him 
at table inAead of servants. He never visited a sick person, 
until the chamber had been hrSt searched, and the bed and 
bedding thoroughly examined. At other times, all persons who 
came to pay their court to him were ftridlly searched by officers 
appointed for that purpose; nor was it until after a long time, 
and with much difficulty, that he was prevailed upon to excuse 
women, boys, and girls from such rude handling, or suffer their 
attendants or writing makers to retain their cases for pens and 
styles. In a civil commotion, when Camillus, doubting not that 
his timidity could be worked upon without a war, wrote him 
a scurrilous, petulant, and threatening letter, demanding that 
he resign the government, and betake himself to a Hfe of 
privacy: he called his nobles and principal persons about him, 
to take counsel with them as to whether it would be be^t to 
comply with these demands, or not. 

35 

At the groundless report of some conspiracies that were 
being formed againft him, he was so terrified that he immedi- 
ately contemplated abdicating his imperial dignity. And when, 
as I have before related, a man armed with a dagger was dis- 
covered near him while he was sacrificing, he inAantly ordered 
the heralds to convoke the senate, and with tears and dismal 
exclamations, lamented that such was his condition that he was 
safe nowhere; and for a long time afterwards he ab^ained 
from appearing in public. His ardent love for Messalina he 
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renounced and caA from him, not so much on account of her 
dishonourable behaviour, as from apprehension of danger; for 
he was fully persuaded that she plotted to bring the empire 
into the hands of Silius, her partner in adultery, to share it 
with him. Upon this occasion, he ran in a great fright, and a 
very shameful manner, to the camp, asking all along the way, 
“if the empire were indeed safely his?” 

36 

There arose no suspicion too absurd, no person on whom 
it’ rested too contemptible, to throw him into a panic, induce 
him to take precautions for his safety, and meditate revenge. 
A man engaged in a litigation before his tribunal, having 
saluted him, drew him aside, and told him he had dreamt that 
he saw him murdered; and shortly afterwards, when his ad- 
versary came to deliver his plea to the emperor, the plaintiff, 
pretending to have discovered the murderer, pointed to him as 
the man he had seen in his dream; whereupon, as if he had 
been taken in the ad, he was hurried away to execution. We 
are informed, that Appius Silanus was got rid of in the same 
manner, by a contrivance betwixt MessaUna and Narcissus, 
in which they had their several parts assigned them. Narcissus 
therefore fcurd into his lord’s chamber before daylight, ap- 
parently in great fright, and told him that he had dreamt that 
Appius Silanus had murdered him. The empress, upon this, 
as if greatly amazed, reported that she had likewise seen the 
same vision for several nights successively. Not long after this, 
word came, as it had been agreed on, that Appius was come, 
he having, indeed, received orders the preceding day to be there 
at that time; and, as if the truth of the dream was sufficiently 
confirmed by his appearance at that junilure, he was ordered 
to be indided, arraigned, and to suffer death. The day follow- 
ing, Claudius related the whole affair to the senate, and ac- 
knowledged his great obHgation to his freedman for watching 
over him even in his sleep. 

37 

Conscious of his tendency towards passionate anger and 
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resentment, lie excused both faults in an edidb, assuring the 
public that "the former should be short and harmless, and the 
latter never without good cause.” Having sharply rebuked the 
people of O^ia for not sending some boats to meet him upon 
his entermg the mouth of the Tiber, and in such terms as might 
expose them to the public resentment, he wrote to Rome that 
he had been treated as a private person; yet immediately after- 
wards he pardoned them, and that in a way which had the 
appearance of making them satisfa<5bion, or begging pardon for 
some injury he had done them. Some persons who addressed 
him unseasonably in public, he pushed away with his own hand. 
He likewise banished one who had been secretary to a queftor, 
and even a senator who had filled the ofSce of pretor, with- 
out a hearing, although they were innocent: the former only 
because he had treated him with rudeness while he was in 
a private station, and the other, because in his edileship he had 
fined some tenants of his for selling cooked viduals contrary to 
law, and had ordered his steward, who interfered, to be whipped. 
On this account, likewise, he took from the ediles the juris- 
didion they had over cooks’ shops. He did not conceal his own 
absurdities, but on the contrary openly referred to them in 
some short speeches which he published, and gave out that he 
had only feigned imbecility in the reign of Caius, because other- 
wise it would have been impossible for him to have escaped and 
arrived at the dation he had then attained. He could not, how- 
ever, gain credit for this assertion; for a short time afterwards, 
a book was published under the title of "The Resurredion of 
Fools,” the purpose of which was to show "that nobody ever 
counterfeited folly.” 

38 

Among other things, people wondered at him for his 
drange obliviousness and unconcern. After Messalina was, by 
his own command, put to death, he sat down in his dining 
parlour, and inquired why his lady came not? Many of those 
he had condemned to death, he ordered the next day to be 
invited to his table, and to game with him; and even sent 
messengers to reprimand them as drowsy and sluggish fellows 
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for not coming with greater promptitude. While he was medi- 
tating his inceAuous marriage with Agrippina, he was perpetu- 
ally calling her, “his daughter, his nursling, brought up on his 
knee.” And when he was going to adopt Nero, as if there was 
little cause for censure in his adopting a son-in-law, when he 
had a son of his own arrived at years of maturity; he continu- 
ally gave out in public, “that no one had ever been admitted 
by adoption into the Claudian family.” 


39 

He oftentimes showed such great negligence and careless- 
ness in what he said or did, that it was believed he never re- 
fledted who he himself was, or among whom, or at what time, 
or in what place, he spoke. In a debate in the senate relative 
to the butchers and vintners, he cried out, “I ask you, who can 
live without a bit of meat?” — and mentioned the great plenty 
of old taverns, from which he himself used formerly to have 
his wine. Among other reasons for his supporting a certain 
person who was candidate for the queftorship, he gave this: 
“His father,” said he, “once gave me, very seasonably, a draught 
of cold water when I was sick.” Upon his bringing a woman 
as a witness in some cause before the senate, he said, “this 
woman was my mother’s freedwoman and dresser, but she 
always considered me as her master; and this I say, because there 
are some ^till in my family that do not look upon me as such.” 
The people of Oftia addressing him in open court with a peti- 
tion, he flew into a rage at them, and said, "there is no reason 
why I should oblige you: if any one else is free to adt as he 
pleases, surely I am.” The following expressions he had in his 
mouth every day, and at all hours and seasons: “What! do you 
take me for a Theogonius?” — ^which was a byword for a fool. 
And in Greek, “speak, but do not touch me;” besides many 
other foolish sentences below the dignity of a private person, 
much more of an emperor, who was not deficient either in 
eloquence or learning, and had been a great Audent of the 
liberal sciences. 
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In his youth, he attempted to write a hiftory, being en- 
couraged to the task by Titus Livius, and having the assiAance 
of Sulpicius Flavus. And having called together a numerous 
auditory, to hear and give their judgment upon it, he read it 
over with much difficulty, frequently interrupting himself. 
For after he had begun, a great laugh was raised among the 
company, by the breaking of several benches from the weight 
of a very fat man; and even when order was restored, he could 
not forbear bursting out into violent fits of laughter, at the 
remembrance of the accident. After he became emperor, like- 
wise, he wrote several things which he was careful to have 
recited to his friends by a reader. He commenced his history 
from the death of the didator Caesar; but afterwards he took 
a later period, and began at the conclusion of the civil wars; 
because he found he could not speak with freedom, and a due 
regard to truth, concerning the former period, having been 
often taken to task both by his mother and grandmother. Of 
the earlier hidory he left only two books, but of the latter, one 
and forty. He compiled likewise the "Hidory of his Own Life,” 
in eight books, full of absurdities, but in no bad dyle; also, 
"A Defence of Cicero againd the Books of Asinius Callus,” 
which exhibited a considerable degree of learning. He besides 
invented three new letters, and added them to the former alpha- 
bet, as highly necessary. He published a book to recommend 
them while he was yet only a private person; but on his ele- 
vation to imperial power he had little difficulty in introducing 
them into common use; and these letters are dill extant in a 
variety of books, regiders, and inscriptions upon buildings. 

41 

He applied himself with no less diligence to the dudy of 
Greek literature, professing upon all occasions, his love of that 
language, and its surpassing excellency. A dranger once holding 
a discourse both in Greek and Latin, he addressed him thus: 
“Since you are skilled in both our tongues — ”. And recom- 
mending Achaia to the favour of the senate, he said, “I have 
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a particular attachment to that province, on account of our 
common studies.” In the senate he often made long replies 
to ambassadors in that language. On the tribunal he frequently 
quoted the verses of Homer. When at any time he had taken 
vengeance on an enemy or a conspirator, he scarcely ever gave 
to the tribune on guard who, according to cuAom, came for the 
word, any other than this: 

’Tis time to [trike when wrong demands the blow. 

To conclude, he wrote some histories likewise in Greek, 
namely, twenty books on Tuscan affairs, and eight on the 
Carthaginian; in consequence of which, another museum was 
founded at Alexandria, in addition to the old one, and called 
after his name; and it was ordered that, upon certain days in 
every year, his Tuscan hiAory should be read over in one of 
these, and his Carthaginian in the other, as in a school; each 
history being read through by persons who took it in turn. 

42 

Towards the end of his life, he gave certain indications, 
and those evident enough, that he repented both his marriage 
with Agrippina, and his adoption of Nero. For some of his 
freedmen, making favourable mention of his having con- 
demned, the day before, a woman accused of adultery, he re- 
marked: "Deftiny has ordained that my wives should be un- 
faithful to my bed; but they did not go unpunished.” Often, 
when he happened to meet Britannicus, he would embrace him 
tenderly, and charge him "to grow apace, and take account of 
me for all that I have done;” using the Greek quotation, "He 
who has wounded will also heal.” And intending to give him 
his virile robe, while he was yet under age and a tender youth, 
because his growth would permit it, he added: "I do so, that 
the people of Rome may at lait have a true Caesar;” that is, 
Caesar by birth and not by adoption. 

43 

And not long after this he made his will and had it signed 
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by all the magistrates as witnesses; whereupon, before he could 
proceed any further he was prevented by Agrippina, who was 
accused by informers, among other crimes, of taking him off 
by poison; but where, and by whom it was administered, re- 
mains uncertain. Some write that it was given him as he was 
feasting with the prieSts in the Capitol, by the eunuch Halotus, 
his taster. Others say by Agrippina, at his own table, in mush- 
rooms, a dish of which he was very fond. The accounts of 
what ensued are likewise variable. Some relate that he instantly 
became speechless, was seized with pain through the night, and 
died about daybreak; others, that at the firSt he fell into a 
sound sleep, and afterwards, his food rising, he threw up the 
whole, but had another dose given him; whether in water-gruel, 
under pretence of refreshment after his exhaustion, or in a 
clyster, as if designed to relieve his bowels, is also uncertain. 

44 A.u.c. 807 

His death was kept secret until all things were set in order 
relative to his successor. Accordingly, vows were made for his 
recovery, and comedians were called to amuse him, as it was 
pretended, by his own desire. He died upon the third of the 
ides of October, in the consulship of Asinius Marcellus and 
Acilius Aviola, in the sixty-fourth year of his age, and the 
fourteenth of his reign. His funeral was celebrated with the 
customary imperial pomp, and he was ranked among the gods; 
which honour, being taken from him by Nero, was afterwards 
restored by Vespasian. 

45 

There occurred significant tokens presaging his death, to 
wit: the appearance of a comet; the Waiting of his father 
Drusus’ monument by lightning; and the death, during that 
year, of moit of the principal magiitrates. It would seem from 
several circumitances, that he was sensible of his approaching 
dissolution, and made no secret of it. For when he nominated 
the consuls, he appointed no one to fill the office beyond the 
month in which he died. At the lait assembly of the senate 
in which he made his appearance, he earneitly exhorted his two 
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sons to unity with each other, and with earnest entreaties 
commended to the fathers the care of their tender years. And 
in the laft cause he heard from the tribunal, he repeatedly 
declared in open comrt, "that he was now arrived at the laft 
ftage of mortal existence;” while all who heard him, grieved 
by such ominous words, prayed the gods to avert the doom. 





NERO CLAUDIUS C^SAR 


I A.u.c. ;8< 

From the Domitian ^ock sprung two famous families, to 
wit, the Calvini and the yEnobarbi. The yEnobarbi derive both 
their extradtion and their cognomen from one Lucius Domitius, 
of whom it is related that, as he was returning out of the 
country to Rome, he was met by two young men of awe- 
inspiring presence, who desired him to carry to the senate and 
people news of a vidtory, of which no certain intelligence had 
yet reached the city; and for the better assurance of their divine 
e^ate, they stroked his cheeks and thereby changed his hair, 
which had been black, to a bright colour, resembling that of 
brass. This mark of honour descended to his posterity, for they 
had generally red beards. This family had the honour of seven 
consulships, one triumph, and two censorships; and being ad- 
mitted into the patrician order, they continued the use of the 
same cognomen, with no other prenomina than those of Cneius 
and Lucius. These, however, they assumed with singular irregu- 
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larity; three persons in succession sometimes adhering to one of 
them, and then they were changed alternately. For the firSt, 
second, and third of the ^nobarbi had the prenomen of Lucius, 
and again the three following, successively, that of Cneius, 
while those who came after were called, by turns, Lucius and 
Cneius. That many persons of this house should be here de- 
scribed, seems to me pertinent and material, to show that Nero 
so far degenerated from the noble qualities of his ancestors, 
that he retained only their vices, as if those alone had been 
transmitted to him by his descent. 

2 A.U.C. 632 

To begin, therefore, at a remote date, his greatgrand- 
father’s grandfather, Cneius Domitius, when he was tribune 
of the people, being oflFended with the high priefts for eleding 
another than himself in the room of his father, obtained the 
transfer of the right of eledion from the colleges of the priefts 
to the people. In his consulship, having conquered the AUo- 
broges and the Arverni, he rode through his province, mounted 
upon an elephant, with a body of soldiers attending him in the 
manner of a solemn triumph. It was he of whom the orator 
Licinius Crassus said, that it was no marvel he had a brazen 
beard, who had a face of iron and a heart of lead. His son, 
during his pretorship, was the man who proposed that Cneius 
Cassar, upon the expiration of his consulship, should be called 
to account before the senate for his adminiftration of that 
office, which was supposed to be contrary both to the omens 
and the laws. Afterwards, when he was himself consul, he tried 
to deprive Cneius of the command of the army, and having 
been, by intrigue and cabal, appointed his successor, he was 
made prisoner at Corsinium, in the beginning of the civil war. 
Being set at liberty, he went to Marseilles, which was then 
besieged; where having, by his presence, animated the people to 
hold out, he suddenly deserted them, and at laft was slain in 
the battle of Pharsalia. He was a man neither constant nor 
resolute, and of a savage nature. Being driven by utter despair 
to swallow poison, he repented inftantly, and in terror at the 
thought of death, took a vomit to caft it up again. He even 
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enfranchised his physician for having, with great wisdom and 
forethought, tempered the dose so as to do him no great harm. 
When Cneius Pompey was consulting with his friends in what 
manner he should treat those neutrals who regarded indiffer- 
ently both sides in the content, he was the only one who pro- 
posed that they should be reckoned as enemies and proceeded 
against accordingly. 

J A.U.C. 720 

He left behind him a son, worthy beyond question and to 
be preferred before all others of his name and lineage. This 
man was among those who were condemned by the Pedian law 
as members of the conspiracy again^ Csesar, although he him- 
self was guiltless. Upon this, he went over to Brutus and Cassius, 
his near relations; and, after their death, not only kept together 
the fleet, the command of which had been given him some time 
before, but even increased it. At laft, when the party had 
everywhere been defeated, he voluntarily surrendered it to 
Mark Antony; considering it as a piece of service for which 
the latter owed him no small obligation. Of all those who were 
condemned by the law above mentioned, he was the only man 
who was restored to his country, and filled the highest offices. 
When civil dissension was rekindled, he was appointed lieutenant 
under the same Antony, and offered the chief command by 
those who were ashamed of Cleopatra; but not daring, on 
account of a sudden illness which assailed him, either to accept 
or decline it, he went over to Augustus, and died a few days 
later, not without incurring a note of infamy; for Antony 
gave out that he was induced to change sides by his impatience 
to be with his miitress, one Servilia Nais. 

4 

This Cneius had a son, named Domitius, who was after- 
wards well known as the nominal purchaser of the family 
property left by Auguftus’s will; and no less famous in his 
youth for his skill in chariot-driving, than he was afterwards 
for the triumphal ornaments which he obtained in the German 
war; but arrogant of spirit, wasteful in his habits, and cruel 
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withal. When he was edile, he forced Lucius Plancus, the 
censor, to give him the way; and in his pretorship and consul- 
ship, he made Roman knights and married women perform 
upon the ^tage. He gave hunts of wild beafts, both in the Circus 
and in all the wards of the city; as also a show of gladiators; 
but with such barbarity, that Augustus, after privately re- 
primanding him, to no purpose, was obliged to restrain him by 
a public edi<ft. 

5 

By the elder Antonia he begat Nero’s father, a man of 
ungracious and despicable character. During his attendance 
upon Caius Ca5sar in the Eaft, he killed a freedman of his own 
for refusing to drink as much as he ordered him. Being dis- 
missed for this from Cassar’s cohort, he did not condudt himself 
one whit more modestly; for, in a village upon the Appian 
road, he suddenly put his horses to a gallop and drove his 
chariot, not unwittingly, over a little child, crushing him to 
death. At Rome, he struck out the eye of a Roman knight in 
the forum, because he had addressed him in bold terms during 
a dispute between them. He was likewise so unscrupulous and 
dishonest, that he not only defrauded some silversmiths of the 
price of goods he had bought of them, but, during his pretor- 
ship, withheld from the owners of chariots in the Circensian 
games the prizes due to them for their vidory. For this prank, 
he was reproved ironically by his siiter, Lepida, and upon com- 
plaint being made by the leaders of the several parties, he 
agreed to sandion a law, “that, for the future, the prizes 
should be immediately paid.” A little before the death of 
Tiberius, he was prosecuted for treason and for inced with his 
sider Lepida, but escaped in the timely change of afFairs, and 
died of a dropsy, at Pyrgi; leaving behind him his son, Nero, 
whom he had by Agrippina, the daughter of Germanicus. 

6 

Nero was born at Antium, nine months after the death of 
Tiberius, upon the eighteenth of the calends of January, jud 
as the sun rose so that its beams touched him before they could 
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well reach the earth. While many fearful conjedbures, in re- 
sped to his future fortune, were essayed by various persons, 
from the circumdances of his nativity, a saying of his father 
Domitius, was regarded as an ill presage. When his friends 
ojGFered their congratulations upon the birth of a son, he said, 
"that nothing but what was accursed, detectable, and pernicious 
to the public weal, could ever proceed from him and Agrip- 
pina.” Another manifeCt prognostic of his future infelicity 
occurred upon his lustration day. For Caius Cxsar, being re- 
quested by his sister to give the child what name he would, 
looking wistfully at his uncle, Claudius, who afterwards, when 
emperor, adopted Nero, he gave him his; speaking not seriously, 
but only in jeSt; and Agrippina scorned it, because Claudius 
at that time was considered a fool, and was the laughing-Stock 
of the court. 

At three years of age, he became fatherless; and being heir 
but of one third part, he could not even touch that, because 
his coheir, Caius, seized the whole. His mother being soon after 
banished, he lived with his aunt Lepida, in a very necessitous 
condition, under the care of two tutors, a dancing master and 
a barber. But when Claudius came to the empire, he not only 
recovered his father’s eftate, but was enriched with the addition- 
al inheritance of that of his stepfather, Crispus Passienus. Upon 
his mother’s recall from banishment, he was advanced to such 
favour and became so powerful, that a rumour went abroad 
that Messalina, the wife of Claudius, sent assassins to Strangle 
him in his noonday sleep, as the rival of Britannicus, her son. 
To this tale was added the report that the conspirators were 
frightened by a serpent that issued from his pillow, and fled 
from the scene. The anecdote arose upon the occasion of finding 
on his couch, near the pillow, the skin of a snake, which, by 
his mother’s order, he wore for some time upon his right arm, 
inclosed in a bracelet of gold. This amulet, at laSt, he laid aside, 
in disgust of any memorial of her; but afterwards, in a time of 
extremity, he sought for it again in vain. 

7 

While yet a child of tender age, he performed his part in 
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the Trojan play during the Circensian games, with a degree of 
spirit and resolution that gained him great applause from the 
people. In his eleventh year, he was adopted by Claudius, and 
placed under the tuition of Annaeus Seneca, the renowned 
writer, who had been made a senator. It is said that Seneca 
dreamt the night after, that he was giving a lesson to Caligula; 
and shortly after Nero proved his dream true, by betraying in 
every way the cruelty and cunning of that prince. For when 
his brother Britannicus saluted him, after his adoption, by the 
customary name of ^nobarbus, he tried to persuade his father 
that his brother was nothing but a changeling, and no son of 
his, as was reputed. When his aunt Lepida was brought to 
trial, he appeared in court as a witness againft her, to gratify his 
mother who persecuted the accused. On his introdudion into 
the forum, at the age of manhood, he gave a largess to the 
people and a donative to the soldiers; for the pretorian cohorts 
he appointed a solemn procession under arms, and marched at 
the head of them with a shield in his hand; after which he went 
to return thanks to his father in the senate. Before Claudius, 
likewise, at the time he was consul, he made a speech for the 
Bolognese, in Latin, and for the Rhodians and people of Ilium, 
in Greek. He had the jurisdidion of prefed of the city, for 
the fird time, during the Latin fedival; during which the mod 
celebrated advocates brought before him, not short and trifling 
causes, as is usual in that case, but trials of importance, not- 
withdanding they had indrudions from Claudius himself to the 
contrary. Not long after, he married Odavia; and in honour 
of Claudius exhibited the Circensian games, and the hunting 
of wild beads. 


8 A.u.c. 807 

He was seventeen years old at the death of Claudius, and 
as soon as that event was made public, he went out to the 
cohort on guard between the hours of six and seven; for the 
signs were so ominous, that no earlier time of the day was 
deemed auspicious to enter upon the Empire. On the deps 
before the palace gate, he was unanimously saluted by the 
soldiers as their emperor, and then carried in a litter to the 

• 26^ • 



NERO 


camp; thence, after making a short speech to the troops, into 
the senate-house, where he continued until the evening; of all 
the many high honours which were heaped upon him, he refused 
only the title of Father of his Country, by reason of his youth. 

9 

Beginning his reign with a great show of piety and respedt 
at the funeral of Claudius, which was moft sumptuously per- 
formed, he pronounced the oration himself, and then had him 
enrolled among the gods. He likewise paid the highest honours 
to the memory of his father Domitius. The management of 
affairs, both public and private, he left to his mother. The 
firit day of his rule, when the tribune on guard asked him for 
a watchword, he gave him "The Beit of Mothers,” and after- 
wards she frequently accompanied him through the ilreets, in 
his own litter. He settled a colony at Antium, in which he 
placed the veteran soldiers belonging to the guards; and obliged 
several of the richeit centurions of the firit rank to transfer 
their residence to that place; where also he made a noble 
harbour, a moit magnificent piece of work. 

10 

To show Still further proof of his attitude, he made pro- 
fession that he would govern the empire according to the rule 
of Augustus; and omitted no occasion to exhibit his bounti- 
fulness, clemency, and complaisance. The more burdensome 
taxes he either entirely abolished, or lowered. The rewards 
appointed for informers by the Papian law, he reduced to a 
fourth part, and distributed to the people four hundred seSterces 
a man. To the nobleSl of the senators who were much reduced 
in their circumstances, he granted annual allowances, in some 
cases as much as five hundred thousand seSterces; and to the 
pretorian cohorts a monthly allowance of corn gratis. When 
called upon to subscribe the sentence, according to cuStom, of 
a criminal condemned to die, he would say, "would that I had 
never learnt to read and write.” Many times he saluted people 
of the several orders by name, without a prompter. When the 
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senate returned him their thanks for his good government, his 
answer was, “it will be time enough to do so when I shall have 
deserved it.” He admitted the common people to his exercises 
in the Campus Martius. He also frequently declaimed in public, 
and recited verses of his own, not oiJy at home, but in the 
theatre; and that with so much general joy to those who heard 
him, that public prayers were appointed to be put up to the 
gods upon that account; and the verses were, after being 
written in gold letters, dedicated to Jupiter Capitolinus. 

11 

He set forth a great number and variety of shows, as the 
Juvenal and Circensian games, ftage plays, and an exhibition 
of gladiators. In the Juvenal, he even permitted senators and 
aged matrons to disport themselves. At the Circensian games, 
he assigned the equestrian order seats apart from the reSt of the 
people, and had races performed by chariots drawn each by 
four camels. In the games which he instituted for the eternal 
duration of the empire, and therefore ordered to be called 
Maximi, many of the senatorian and equestrian order, of both 
sexes, performed. A distinguished Roman knight descended on 
the Stage by a rope, mounted on an elephant. A Roman play, 
likewise, composed by Afranius, was brought upon the Stage. 
It was entitled "The Fire;” and in it the performers were 
allowed to carry o£F, and to keep to themselves, the furniture 
of the house which, as the plot of the play required, was burnt 
down in the theatre. Every day, during the solemnity, many 
thousand articles of all descriptions were thrown among the 
people to be caught up and carried oflE; such as fowls of differ- 
ent kinds, tickets for corn, clothes, gold, silver, gems, pearls, 
pidures, slaves, beaSls of burden, wild beaSts that had been 
tamed; at laSl, ships, lots of houses, and lands, were ofiFered 
as prizes in a lottery. 

12 A.U.C. 8io 

These games he beheld from the front of the proscenium. 
In the show of gladiators, which he exhibited in a wooden 
amphitheatre, built within a year in the didrid of the Campus 
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Martius, he ordered that none should be slain, not even the 
condemned criminals employed in the combats. He secured 
four hundred senators, and six hundred Roman knights, among 
whom were some of unbroken fortunes and blameless reputa- 
tion, to perform as gladiators, to fight wild beafts, and attend 
to various other matters in the theatre. He presented the people 
with the spedacle of a mock sea fight, upon salt water, with 
great fishes swimming therein; as also with the Phyrrhic dance, 
executed by certain youths, to each of whom, after the per- 
formance was over, he granted the freedom of Rome. During 
this diversion, it was arranged that a bull should leap Pasipha:, 
concealed within a wooden Aatue of a cow; and the adion was 
so lively that many of the people were deceived. Icarus, upon 
his fird attempt to fly, fell on the dage close to the emperor’s 
pavilion, and bespattered him with blood. For he very seldom 
presided in the games, but used to view them reclining on a 
couch, at fird through some narrow apertures, but afterwards 
with the Podium quite open. He was the fird who indituted 
at Rome, in the Greek fashion, a trial of skill in the three 
several exercises of music, wredling, and horse-racing, to be 
performed at Rome every five years, and which he called 
Neronia. Upon the dedication of his bath and gymnasium, he 
furnished the senate and the equedrian order with oil. He 
appointed as judges of the trial men of consular rank, chosen 
by lot, who sat with the pretors; and he came down himself 
into the orchedra among the senators, and received the crown 
for the bed composition in Latin prose and verse, for which 
several persons of the highed merit contended, but which was 
imanimously yielded to him. The harp which was presented to 
him by the judges he received with joy and fervour, and com- 
manded that it be carried to the datue of Augudus. In the 
gymnadic exercises, which he presented in the Septa, while they 
were preparing the great sacrifice of an ox, he shaved his beard 
for the fird time, and placing it in a golden casket dudded with 
precious pearls, consecrated it to Jupiter Capitolinus. He in- 
vited the Vedal Virgins to see the show of wredlers, because, 
at Olympia, the priedesses of Ceres are allowed the privilege 
of witnessing that exhibition. 
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I may include, with good reason, among the spedacles 
presented by him, the entrance into Rome of Tiridates, king 
of Armenia, whom he invited by very enticing promises. When 
the day appointed by edid for showing him to the people 
dawned cloudy and unfavourable, he brought him forward 
upon the fird opportune day that followed; several cohorts 
being drawn up under arms, about the temples in the forum, 
while he was seated on a curule chair on the rodra, in a 
triumphal dress, amidit the military standards and ensigns. 
Upon Tiridates advancing towards him by the ascent of the 
deep pulpit, he suffered him to throw himself at his feet, but 
quickly raised him with his right hand, and kissed him. The 
emperor then, at the king’s requed, took the turban from his 
head, and replaced it by a crown, while one of pretorian rank 
proclaimed in Latin the words in which the prince addressed 
the emperor. After this ceremony, the king was conduced 
to the theatre where, after renewing his obeisance, Nero seated 
him on his right hand. Being then greeted by universal accla- 
mation with the title of Emperor, and sending his laurel crown 
to the Capitol, Nero shut the temple of the two-faced Janus, as 
though there now exided no war throughout the Roman empire. 

14 

He bore four consulships; the fird for two months, the 
second and lad for six, and the third for four; the two inter- 
mediate ones he held successively, but the others after an inter- 
val of some years between them. 

15 

In his ordinary jurisdidion, he rarely gave his decision on 
the pleadings before the next day, and then in writing. His 
manner of hearing causes was not to allow any adjournment, 
but to dispatch them in order as they dood. When he with- 
drew to consult his assessors, he did not debate the matter 
openly with them; but silently and privately reading over their 
opinions, which they gave separately in writing, he pronounced 
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sentence from the tribunal according to his own view of the 
case, as if it was the opinion of the majority. For a long time 
he would not admit the sons of freedmen into the senate; and 
those who had been admitted by former princes, he excluded 
from all public offices. To supernumerary candidates, in order 
to comfort them under the delay of their hopes, he gave com- 
mand in the legions. The consulship he commonly conferred 
for six months; and if one of the consuls died about the calends 
of January, he substituted no one in his place; disliking what 
had been formerly done for Caninius Rebilus on such an oc- 
casion, who was consul for one day only. Triumphal honours 
he bestowed, without regard to military service, only to those 
who were of queStorian rank, and to some of the equestrian 
order. His addresses, which he sent to the senate on certain 
matters, he ordered for the moSt part to be read by the consuls, 
instead of the queStors, whose office it properly was. 

16 

He devised a new ityle of building in the city, namely, the 
erection of piazzas before all houses, both in the Streets and de- 
tached, to give facilities from their terraces, in case of fire, 
for preventing it from spreading; and these he built at his own 
expense. He likewise had a design to extend the city walls as 
far as OStia, and bring the sea from thence by a canal into the 
old city. Many severe regulations and new orders were made in 
his time. A sumptuary law was enadted. Public suppers were 
limited to the Sportula:; and vidualling-houses restrained from 
selling any dressed viands, except pulse and herbs, whereas be- 
fore they sold all kinds of meat. Christians, a sedt given to a 
new, wicked and mischievous superstition, were put to death 
with grievous torments. The sports of the charioteers, who 
from old time had been allowed to range up and down, to be- 
guile folk, to pilfer and spoil in merriment, were prohibited. 
The partisans of the rival theatrical performers were banished, 
as well as the adtors themselves. 

17 

To prevent forgery, a method was then firSt introduced, 
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of having writings bored, run through three times with a thread, 
and then sealed. It was likewise provided that in wills, the 
firft two pages, with only the testator’s name upon them, 
should be presented blank to those who were to sign them as 
witnesses; and that no one who wrote a will for another, should 
insert any legacy for himself. It was ordained that clients 
should pay their advocates a certain reasonable fee, but nothing 
for the court, which was to be gratuitous, the charges for it 
being paid out of the public treasury; that causes, the cogni- 
zance of which before belonged to the judges of the exchequer, 
should be transferred to the forum, and the ordinary tribunals; 
and that all appeals from the judges should be made to the 
senate. 

18 

Having no desire or aspiration at any time to propagate 
and enlarge the empire, he even considered withdrawing the 
troops from Britain; and only abandoned that design from 
the fear of appearing to detrad from the glory of his father 
(Claudius). All that he did was to reduce the kingdom of 
Pontus, which was ceded to him by Polemon, and also the Alps, 
upon the death of Cottius, to the form of a province. 

19 

Twice only he undertook any foreign expeditions, one to 
Alexandria, and the other to Achaia. But his journey to Alex- 
andria he gave up on the very day fixed for his departure, by 
reason both of disquieting omens and the perilous nature of 
the voyage. For while he was'tnaking the circuit of the temples, 
having seated himself in that of Veda, when he attempted 
to rise, the hem of his robe duck fad, and there arose such a 
dark mid before his eyes, that he could see nothing about him. 
In Achaia, he attempted to make a cut through the Idhmus; 
and, having made a speech encouraging his pretorians to set 
about the work, on a signal given by sound of trumpet, he fird 
broke ground with a spade, and carried off a basket full of 
earth upon his shoulders. He prepared also for an expedition 
to the Pass of the Caspian mountains; forming a new legion 
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out of ids late levies in Italy, of men all six feet high, which 
he called the phalanx of Alexander the Great. 

Premising my account with these particulars, in part de- 
serving no blame, and in part worthy even of no small praise, 
which I have collected with the view of diftinguishing them 
from his villainies, I now proceed to make report of the darker 
side of his condudt. 


20 

Among the other liberal arts which he was taught in his 
youth, he was intruded in mtisic; and no sooner had he at- 
tained to the empire, but he sent for Terpnus, a performer 
upon the harp, who was renowned in those days for his great 
skill. Sitting with him as he played and sang after supper until 
far in the night, he began little by little to pradice upon 
the indrument himself; nor did he omit any of those means 
by which artids in music safeguard and fortify their voices. 
He would lie upon his back with a sheet of lead upon his bread, 
purge himself thoroughly by vomits and clyders, and abdain 
from the eating of fruits, or other food prejudicial to the voice. 
Becoming sure of himself through his daily trials, though he 
had but a small and slightly shrill voice, he was desirous of 
appearing upon the dage, having among his companions this 
Greek proverb continually in his mouth, "that hidden music 
was worth nothing.” The fird time that he mounted the dage 
was at Naples, at which time he did not cease singing (although 
the theatre was shaken, and ready to fall, from a sudden earth- 
quake) until he had finished the piece of music he had begun. 
He sang in the same place several times, and for many days 
together; pausing only now and then to refresh his voice. As 
if impatient of retirement, he would pass diredlly from the bath 
to the theatre; and after dining in the orchedra, amid a crowded 
assembly of the people, he promised them in the Greek tongue, 
“that after he had sipped a little, he would give them some 
notes of greater richness and volume.” Being much delighted 
with the songs that were sung in his praise by some Alexandrians 
belonging to the fleet jud arrived at Naples, he sent for more 
of the like singers from Alexandria. At the same time, he chose 
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young men of the equeftrian order, and above five thousand 
robuit young fellows from the common people, on purpose to 
learn various kinds of shouts and applause, called bombi, from 
the humming of bees, imbrices, from the rattling of rain or 
hail on the roofs, and teSt(e, from the tinkfing of porcelain 
vessels when clashed together; and those boys that were moft 
deft and trim, and had the finest heads of hair, the moit ex- 
cellent apparel, and rings upon their left hands, were engaged 
to give their attendance upon him whenever he sang. They 
were divided into several parties, and their leaders received 
as their stipend forty thousand sesterces. 

21 

At Rome also, being extremely proud of his singing, he 
ordered the games called Neronia to be celebrated before the 
time fixed for their return. And when all the people called 
upon him to let them hear “his celestial voice,” he answered, 
"that he would willingly do them that pleasure (being as de- 
sirous to sing as they were to listen), but it should be at the 
gardens.” However, when the soldiers then on guard seconded 
the voice of the people, he promised to comply with their 
request immediately, and with all his heart. He inftantly ordered 
his name to be entered upon the lift of musicians who proposed 
to contend, and having thrown his lot into the urn with the 
reft, took his turn, and entered the ftage, attended by the pre- 
feds of the pretorian cohorts bearing his harp, and followed 
by the military tribunes and several of his intimate friends. 
After he had taken his ftation and made the usual prelude, he 
commanded Cluvius Rufus, a man of consular rank, to pro- 
claim in the theatre, that he would sing and ad the ftory of 
Niobe. This he accordingly did, and continued it until nearly 
ten o’clock, but deferred the disposal of the crown, and the 
remaining part of the solemnity, until the next year, that he 
might have more frequent opportunities of performing. But 
bethinking himself that the time was long, he could not refr ain 
from often appearing as a public performer in the interval. 
He did not disdain to appear on the ftage, even in shows pre- 
sented to the people by private persons; and was offered by 
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one of the pretors no less than a million of se^erces for his 
services. Moreover he sang tragedies, in disguise; the visors of 
the heroes and gods, as also of the heroines and goddesses, being 
formed into a resemblance of his own face, and that of any 
woman whom he fancied. Among the re^t, he sang "Canace in 
Childbirth,” "Oreftes the Murderer of his Mother,” "CEdipus 
Bhnded,” and "Hercules Mad.” In the lail tragedy, it is said 
that a young sentinel, polled at the entrance of the Aage, seeing 
him in a prison dress and bound with chains, as the fable of the 
play required, ran with all ha^e to his assi^ance. 


22 

Even as a boy he delighted greatly in horsemanship; and 
he talked constantly of the Circensian races, although he was 
forbidden to attend. One time as he was bewailing among his 
fellow pupils the case of a charioteer of the green party, who 
was dragged round the circus at the tail of his chariot, and 
being chided therefor by his tutor, he had a lie ready and said 
that he was speaking of Hedor. In the beginning of his reign, 
his custom every day was to play upon a chessboard with four 
horses, fashioned in ivory, and drawing chariots; and he used 
to resort to all the Circensian games, even the lesser ones, at 
first secretly, but at laSt in the sight of all men; so that nobody 
ever doubted of his presence on any particular day. Neither 
did he dissimulate his desire to have the number of the prizes 
doubled; so that the races being increased accordingly, the 
diversion continued until a late hour; the leaders of parties 
refusing now to bring out their companies for any time less 
than the whole day, with a view of greater gain. Soon after, 
he also took a fancy for the exercise, and was often seen driving 
a chariot in public. And when he had made teSts of his skill 
at fir^l in the gardens, amid crowds of slaves and other rabble, 
he at length proceeded to show himself in this manner in the 
Circus Maximus, appointing one of his freedmen to drop a white 
towel for a signal, from the place where the magiftrates were 
wont to give it. But not content with having given good proof 
of his prowess in this game at Rome, he went over to Achaia, 
as has already been said, principally for this purpose. The several 
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cities, in which solemn trials of musical talent used to be public- 
ly held, had resolved to send him the crowns belonging to those 
who bore away the prize. These he accepted so kindly, that he 
not only admitted at once to his presence the ambassadors who 
brought them, but also invited them to his table among his 
intimates. And being requested by some of them to sing at 
supper, and highly praised with excessive applause, he said, 
"that the Greeks were the only people who had an ear for 
music, and the only auditors worthy of his efforts.” 

Without delay he commenced his journey, and on his ar- 
rival at Cassiope, in Corcyra, he began to sing there at the altar 
of Jupiter Casius. 


23 

After this, he appeared at all the public games in Greece: 
for such as fell in different years, he brought within the compass 
of one, and some he ordered to be celebrated a second time in 
the same year. At Olympia, likewise, contrary to custom, he 
appointed a public performance in music. And that he might 
meet with no interruption while he was busied about these 
matters, when his freedman Helius informed him that affairs 
at Rome required his presence, he wrote to him in these words: 
"Though now all your hopes and wishes are for my speedy 
return, yet you ought rather to advise and pray that I may 
come back with a character worthy of Nero.” All the while 
he was singing, it was not lawful that any person should depart 
from the theatre, were the cause never so urgent. Whereupon 
it is said that some women with child fell into travail and were 
delivered there; and many men besides, wearied of hearing and 
praising him, because the town gates were shut, either leaped 
from the walls by health, or counterfeiting themselves dead, 
were carried forth as corpses to be buried. But how timorously, 
with what fear and awe of the judges, he ftrove for the mastery 
in these contents, is almoit incredible. His manner was to deal 
with his adversaries as if they were his equals in condition; and 
he would observe them narrowly, watch for occasions to de- 
fame them, rail at them in harsh terms upon meeting them; 
or bribe such as excelled him in the art. He would address the 
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judges with all reverence before he began to sing, telling them, 
“he had done all things that were necessary, by way of prepa- 
ration, but that the issue of the approaching trial was in the 
hand of fortune; and that they, as wise and experienced men, 
ought to exclude from their judgment things merely acci- 
dental.” Upon their exhortation to him to be of good heart, 
he would go away with more confidence, but not entirely eased 
in. his mind; conitruing the silence and modefty of some of 
them as sourness and ill-content, and saying that he was sus- 
picious of them. 


24 

In these contents, he ftridly obeyed the rules, and never 
dared spit, nor dry the sweat of his forehead in any other way 
than with his sleeve. Once in the performance of a tragedy, 
when he happened to let fall his sceptre, and not quickly re- 
covering it, he was in great fear and dismay, left for that de- 
linquency he should be set aside; and he could not take heart 
again, until an ador who dood by swore that it was not noticed 
in the midd of the shouts and acclamations of the people be- 
neath. Whenever the prize was awarded to him, he used to 
proclaim it himself; and even entered the lids with the heralds. 
In order that no memorial or token of any other vidor might 
remain extant, he commanded all their datues and pidures to be 
pulled down, and flung into the common sewers. Furthermore, 
he drove the chariot with various numbers of horses and at the 
Olympic games with no fewer than ten; notwithdanding he 
had reproved Mithridates for that exploit in some verses of his 
own making. But being thrown out of his chariot and finding 
that he was not able to hold out when replaced therein, he 
was obliged to give up, before he reached the goal; yet he was 
crowned nevertheless. On his departure, he enfranchised the 
whole province throughout, and conferred upon the judges in 
the several games the freedom of Rome, with large sums of 
money. All these benefits he proclaimed himself with his own 
voice, from the middle of the Stadium, during the solemnity 
of the Idhmian games. 
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On his return from Greece, he entered Naples in a chariot 
drawn by white horses through a breach in the city wall, in 
the manner of those who were vi<Storious in the sacred Grecian 
games; because it was in that city that he had firit professed 
his musical skill. In like manner he entered Antium, Alba, and 
Rome. He rode into Rome in the same chariot in wliich 
Augustus had triumphed, in a purple tunic, and a cloak em- 
broidered with golden ilars, having on his head the crown won 
at Olympia, and in his right hand that which was awarded him 
at the Parthian games: the re^ being carried in a procession 
before him, with inscriptions denoting the places where they 
had been won, from whom, and in what plays or musical per- 
formances; while a train followed him with loud acclamations, 
crying out that "they were the emperor’s attendants, and the 
soldiers of his triumph.” Having then caused an arch of the 
Circus Maximus to be taken down, he passed through the 
breach, as also through the Velabrum and the forum, to the 
Palatine hill and the temple of Apollo. To do him honour at 
every ftep of his progress, sacrifices were offered, while the 
Streets were Strewn with saffron, and birds, chaplets, and sweet- 
meats scattered abroad. He hung the sacred crowns in his 
chamber, about his bed, and caused Statues of himself to be 
ere<Sted in the attire of a harper, and had his likeness in that 
guise Stamped upon the coin. And after all this, so far was 
he from abating anything of his ardour for the Study of music 
that, for the preservation of his voice, he never addressed the 
soldiers but by messages, or with some person to deliver his 
speeches for him, when he thought fit to make his appearance 
among them. Nor did he ever do anything either in jeSt or 
earnest, without a voice master Standing by him to caution him 
against taxing his vocal organs, and to hold a handkerchief to his 
mouth when he did. And he offered his friendship, or avowed 
open enmity to many, according as they were lavish or meagre 
in giving him praise. 

26 

His unruly whims, lewdness, riotousness, avarice, and 
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cruelty he Indulged at in private and with caution, as if 
they were the tricks of youthful folly; but, even then, men 
were of opinion that they were the inbred vices of nature, and 
not the waywardness of youth. No sooner did twilight set in 
than he would catch up a cap or a wig, and so disguised, enter 
the taverns, and walk about the streets in sport which was not 
void of mischief. For he used to fall upon those that came late 
from supper and knock them soundly; and, if they struggled 
and made resistance, would wound them, and throw them into 
the common sewer. He broke into shops, and rifled them; for 
he had set up an audtion at home for selling his booty. But 
many a time in these brawls and scuffles, he endangered his 
eyes, and even his life; being once beaten nearly to death by a 
certain young gentleman of senatorial degree, whose wife he 
had misused with unclean handling. After this, he never again 
ventured abroad at that hour of the night, without his military 
tribunes following him at a little distance. In the daytime he 
would be carried to the theatre incognito in a litter, placing 
himself upon the upper part of the proscenium, where he not 
only witnessed the quarrels which arose on account of the per- 
formances, but also encouraged them. When they came to 
blows, and Stones and pieces of broken benches began to fly 
about, he threw them plentifully among the people, and once 
even broke a pretor’s head. 


27 

But as his vices gained Strength by degrees, he laid aside 
these wild tricks, and all attempt at secrecy; and without the 
least dissimulation, he broke out into greater outrages. Flis 
banquets he drew out at length, eating and drinking from noon 
to midnight, frequently refreshing himself by warm baths, and, 
in the stunmer season, having the water cooled with snow. He 
often supped in public, in the Naumachia, with the sluices 
shut, or in the Campus Martius, or the Circus Maximus, being 
waited upon at table by common prostitutes of the town, 
Syrian Strumpets, and glee girls. As often as he went down the 
Tiber to OStia, or coaSted through the gulf of Baiae, booths 
furnished as brothels and eating-houses were ereded along the 
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shore and river banks; where ftood matrons, who, like bawds 
and hoftesses, allured the company to land and turn in to them. 
It was also his habit to invite himself to supper with his friends; 
at one of which was expended no less than four millions of 
seAerces in chaplets, and at another a good deal more in rose 
water and aromatic oils. 

28 

Besides the unnatural abuse of freeborn boys, and the 
dishonouring of married women, he committed a rape upon 
Rubria, a Veftal Virgin. He very nearly took Ade, a f reed- 
woman, as his lawful wife, having suborned some men of consu- 
lar rank to swear that she was of royal blood. There was a 
certain boy named Sporus, whose genitories he cut out, and 
endeavoured to transform him thereby into a woman. He even 
caused him to be brought to him as a bride, with a marriage 
settlement, and in a rose-coloured nuptial veil; and he invited 
a numerous company to attend the ceremony. Afterwards, he 
had him brought to his own house, and there treated him as 
his wife. It was upon this occasion that there went forth a 
quip made by some wag, “that it would have been well for 
the world, if his father Domitius had wedded such a wife.” 
This Sporus, decked with the rich ornaments and apparel of an 
empress, he carried about with him in a litter round the solemn 
assembhes and fairs of Greece, and afterwards at Rome through 
the Sigillaria; kissing him sweetly from time to time as they 
rode together. That he had an incestuous passion for his own 
mother, but was deterred from it by some enemies of hers, for 
fear that this proud and overbearing woman should, by this 
kind of favour, wax too powerful, no one ever doubted; 
especially after he had introduced among his concubines a 
Strumpet, who was reported to bear a Strong resemblance to 
Agrippina. It is said moreover, that so often as he rode in a 
litter with his mother, he played the wanton and was betrayed 
by the marks appearing on her garments. 

As for his own body, it is known that he dishonoured it 
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to such a degree, that after he had defiled every portion of it 
with some imnatural pollution, he at lait devised a new kind 
of sport; that, being covered all over with a wild bead’s skin, 
he should be let loose from a cage, and then assault the private 
parts both of men and women, while they ^lood tied to ftakes. 
And when he had vented his furious passion upon them, he 
finished the game in the embraces of his freedman Doryphorus, 
to whom he was married in the same way that Sporus had been 
married to himself; insomuch that he counterfeited the noise 
and cries of maidens, when they are forced to suffer devirgin- 
ation. I have heard from various sources, that he firmly be- 
lieved no man or woman was chafte, or in any part of their 
bodies pure and clean, but that moft of them dissimulated their 
uncleanness, and craftily kept it secret. To those, therefore, 
who frankly owned their obscene pradices, he forgave all other 
faults and crimes. 


30 

The use of riches, as he saw it, was lavish expenditure. He 
regarded as niggardly pinchpennies those who kept any account 
or regulated their financial affairs; and praised those as truly 
magnificent, who squandered all they possessed. He praised 
and admired his uncle Caius in nothing more than that he had 
consumed in a short space the huge mass of wealth left him by 
Tiberius. He kept, therefore, to no limit, but was prodigal 
in all things. He allowed Tiridates eight hundred thousand 
sederces a day (a thing almod incredible) for his expenses; and 
at his departure bestowed upon him upwards of a million. He 
likewise conferred upon Menecrates, the harper, and Spicillus, a 
gladiator, the estates and houses of men who had received the 
honour of a triumph. Cercopithecus Panerotes, whom he had 
enriched with estates both in town and country, he further 
honoured with a funeral, little inferior in pomp and magnifi- 
cence, to that of princes. He never wore the same garment 
twice. At games of chance, he ventured no less than four 
hundred thousand sefterces on a throw of the dice. He fished 
with a golden net, drawn by silken cords of purple and scarlet. 
It is said that he never travelled with less than a thousand 
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baggage carts; the mules being all shod with silver, and the 
drivers dressed in scarlet jackets of the finest Canusian cloth, 
with a numerous train of footmen, and troops of Mazacans, 
with bracelets on their arms, and mounted upon horses in 
splendid trappings. 


31 

In no one thing was he more prodigal than in his buildings. 
He completed his palace by continuing it from the Palatine to 
the Esquiline hill, and called it at firSt only “The Passage,” 
but, after it was burnt down and rebuilt, “The Golden House.” 
Of its dimensions and furniture, it may be sufficient to say 
thus much: the porch was so high that there Slood in it a 
colossal statue of himself a hundred and twenty feet in height; 
and the space included in it was so ample, that it had triple 
porticos a mile in length, and a lake like a sea, surrounded with 
buildings which had the appearance of a city. Within its area 
were corn fields, vineyards, paAures, and woods, containing a 
vaft number of animals of various kinds, both wild and tame. 
In other parts it was entirely overlaid with gold and adorned 
with jewels and mother-of-pearl. The supper rooms were 
vaulted, and compartments of the ceilings, inlaid with ivory, 
were made to revolve, and scatter flowers; while a device of 
pipes sprinkled sweet oils upon the guefts. But of all these rooms, 
the principal banquet chamber was the fineft, being made circu- 
lar, and revolving perpetually, both night and day, in the 
manner of the celestial bodies. The baths flowed with salt water 
derived from the sea and the Albula. Upon the dedication of 
this ftupendous edifice, all he said in approval of it was, "that 
he had now a dwelling fit for a man.” He commenced m aking 
a pond for the reception of all the hot streams from Baix, which 
he designed to have continued from Misenum to the Avernian 
lake, in a conduit, enclosed in galleries; and also a canal from 
Avernum to Oftia, that ships might pass from one to the other, 
without a sea voyage. The length of the proposed canal was 
one hundred and sixty miles; and it was intended to be of 
breadth sufficient to permit ships with five banks of oars to pass 
each other. For the execution of these designs, he ordered all 
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prisoners, in every part of the empire, to be brought to Italy; 
and that even those who were convided of the moA heinous 
crimes, in lieu of any other sentence, should be condemned to 
work at them. 


32 

To these outrageous expenditures he was simulated, both 
by the great revenue of the empire, and by the sudden hopes 
given him of an immense hidden treasure, which queen Dido, 
upon her flight from Tyre, had brought with her to Africa. 
This, a Roman knight assured him upon his knowledge, was Aill 
hidden there in some huge and deep caverns, and might with a 
little labour be recovered. But when this hope failed him and 
came to nothing, being now altogether de^itute and obliged even 
to defer paying his troops and the rewards due to veterans, he 
bent his mind to raising money by means of false accusations and 
plunder. Fir^t he ordered that if any freedman, without sufficient 
reason, bore the name of the family to which he belonged, the 
half, instead of three-fourths, of his eftate should be brought 
into the exchequer at his decease; also that the estates of all such 
persons as had not in their wills been mindful of their prince, 
should be confiscated; and that the lawyers who had drawn or 
didiated such wills, should be liable to a fine. He ordained like- 
wise, that all words and aAions, upon which any informer could 
ground a prosecution, should be deemed treason. He demanded 
an equivalent for the crowns which the cities of Greece had at 
any time offered him in the solemn games. Having forbad any 
one to use the colours of amethyft and Tyrian purple, he 
privately sent a person to sell a few ounces of them upon the 
day of the Nundinac, and then shut up all the merchants’ shops, 
on the pretext that his edid had been violated. It is said that 
as he was playing and singing in the theatre, observing a married 
lady dressed in the purple which he had prohibited, he pointed 
her out to his procurators; upon which she was immediately 
dragged out of her seat, and not only Gripped of her clothes, 
but her property. He never assigned a person to any office 
without making use of these words, "you know what I want; 
and let us take care that nobody has anything he can call his 
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own.” At laft he rifled many temples of the rich offerings with 
which they were ftored, and melted down all the gold and silver 
Statues; and among the reSt, those of the tutelary gods, which 
Galba afterwards restored. 


33 

His parracides and murders he began with Claudius him- 
self; for although he was not the contriver of his death, he 
was privy to the plot. Nor did he dissimulate his complicity, 
but used frequently to quote a Greek proverb, in which he 
praised mushrooms as food fit for the gods, because Claudius 
had been poisoned with them. It is certain that he abused his 
memory in a moSt spiteful and atrocious manner, both in word 
and deed; charging him at one time with folly, at another while 
with cruelty. For he used to say in scoffing tone, that he had 
ceased morari among men, pronouncing the firft syllable long; 
and treated as null many of his decrees and ordinances, as made 
by a doting and incompetent old man. He enclosed the place 
where his body was burnt with only a low wall of rough 
masonry. As for Britannicus, he attempted to poison him, not 
so much out of envy because he had a sweeter and pleasanter 
voice than himself, as from fear that he should be more gracious 
than himself among men, by reason of the respedt which was 
inspired by the memory of his father. He employed for this 
purpose a woman named Locuita, who had been a witness 
again^ some persons guilty of like pradtices. But the poison 
she gave him, working more slowly than he expedted, and only 
causing a purge, he sent for the woman, and beat her with his 
own hand, charging her with administering an antidote instead 
of poison. When she alleged in excuse that she had given 
Britannicus but a gentle mixture in order to prevent suspicion, 
“think you,” said he, “that I am afraid of the Julian law!” 
And he forced her to compound, before his face in his own 
bedchamber, a poison as quick and Strong as possible. This he 
tried upon a kid; but the animal fingering for five hours before 
it died, he ordered her to go to work again; and when she had 
boiled it many times more, he gave it to a pig, which died 
immediately. He then commanded the potion to be brought 
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into the eating room and given to Britanniciis, while he was 
at supper with him. The prince had no sooner ta^d it than 
he fell to the floor. Nero readily pretended to the gue^s that 
it was only a fit of the falling sickness, to which, he said, he 
was subjed. He buried him the following day, in a mean 
and hurried manner, during wild dorms of rain. Locuda he 
pardoned, rewarding her with a great edate in land, and placing 
some disciples with her, to be trained up for like feats. 

34 

His mother being used to make drid inquiry into what 
he said or did, and to reprimand him with the freedom of a 
parent, he was so much offended, that he endeavoured to make 
her odious to the world by frequently pretending that he was 
about to quit the government and retire to Rhodes. Soon after, 
he deprived her of all honour, dignity, and authority, and re- 
moving from about her the guard of Roman and German 
soldiers, banished her from the palace and from his society, and 
persecuted her in every way he could; suborning some persons 
to harass her when at Rome with lawsuits, and to disturb her 
in her retirement from town with the moft scurrilous and 
abusive language, following her about by land and sea. But 
being terrified by her threats and violent spirit, he determined 
to kill her, and thrice attempted to do so by poison. Perceiving 
that she was defended with antidotes and preservatives, he con- 
trived machinery, by which the floor over her bedchamber 
might be made to fall upon her while she was asleep in the night. 
This design failing also, through the little caution used by those 
who were privy thereto, he next conftru<3:ed a ship, so made 
that it would very suddenly cleave asunder, in the hope of de- 
stroying her either by drowning, or by the deck above her 
cabin crushing her in its fall. And so, under colour of a re- 
conciliation, he wrote her an extremely afifedionate letter, in- 
viting her to Baise, to celebrate with him the festival of Minerva. 
And having given order beforehand to the captains of the 
galleys which were to attend her, to split the ship wherein she 
was embarked, by falling foul of it, as if by chance, he came 
late to the feaSt, and prolonged it for the better execution of 
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the plot in the night time. At her return for Bauli, in^ead 
of the old ship which had conveyed her to Baiae, he put her 
into that one which was cunningly devised to fall easily apart; 
and so, with a cheerful countenance, accompanied her to the 
waterfront, and at the parting kissed her breasts; after which, 
he sat up very late in the night, waiting with great anxiety 
to learn the issue of the enterprise. But when he underwood 
that all had fallen out contrary to his wishes, and that she had 
saved herself by swimming to land: not knowing what course 
to take, upon her freedman, Lucius Agerinus bringing word, 
with great joy, that she was safe and well, he privately dropped 
a poinard by him. He then commanded the freedman to be 
seized and put in chains, under pretence of his having been 
hired by his mother to murder him; at the same time ordering 
her to be put to death, and giving out, that, to avoid punish- 
ment for her intended crime, she had voluntarily made away 
with herself. 

Other circumstances. Still more horrible, are related on 
good authority; as that he went to view her corpse and handled 
every portion of it, finding fault with some, commending 
others; and that, growing thirSty during the survey, he called 
for drink. Yet notwithstanding that he was heartened by the 
joyous congratulations of the soldiers, senate, and people, he 
could never afterwards bear the Stings of his own conscience 
for this foul ad. He confessed many times that he was haunted 
by his mother’s ghoSt; and tormented also with the scourgings 
and burning torches of the Furies. Nay, he attempted by magi- 
cal rites to bring up her ghoSt from below and soften her rage 
against him. When he was in Greece, he dared not attend the 
celebration of the Eleusinian mySteries, at the initiation of 
which, impious and wicked persons are debarred by the voice 
of the herald from approaching the rites. 

Besides the murder of his mother, he was guilty also of 
that of his aunt; for once when he visited her, lying sick of a 
complaint in her bowels, and she, being then advanced in years. 
Stroked his downy chin, and said, by way of pleasing and 
afiedtionate speech, "may I but live to touch this soft hair when 
it is first shaved, and I shall die content;” he turned to those 
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about him, and said in a derisive manner that he would ftraight- 
way cut it off for her sake; and ordered the physicians to give 
her more violent purgatives. Even before she had expired, he 
laid hands upon her estate and suppressed her will that he might 
enjoy the whole himself. 

3J A.U.C. 815 

Besides Odavia, the daughter of Claudius, he had two other 
wives: to wit, Poppasa Sabina, whose father, Titus Ossius, had 
borne the office of quedor, and who had been married before 
to a Roman knight: and, after her, Statilia Messalina, great- 
granddaughter of Taurus, who was twice consul, and received 
the honour of a triumph. To secure her, he put to death her 
husband, Atticus Vedinus, who was then consul. He soon 
wearied of Odavia’s company and forsook her bed; and when 
some friends reproved him for it, he answered, that the r ank 
and appendages of his wife should content her. Soon after- 
wards he attempted many times, but in vain, to drangle her, 
and then divorced her on the pretext that she was barren. But 
when the people, who greatly loved her, disapproved of this 
divorce, and railed at him for it, he went the length of banish- 
ing her. In the end he murdered her, under colour of divers 
adulteries, which were charged so impudently and falsely, that 
when all those who were examined by torture upon the point, 
ftoutly denied any knowledge of it, he suborned his pedagogue, 
Anicetus, to affirm, that he had gained access to her by wile, 
and debauched her. The twelfth day after the divorcement of 
Odavia, he married Poppa:a, whom he loved entirely; yet he 
killed her, also, by a kick which he gave her when she was big 
with child and sickly withal, only because she had complained 
of him for returning late from driving his chariot. By her he 
had a daughter named Claudia Auguda, who died while dill 
an infant. There was no person in any way associated with 
him who did not feel the weight of his deadly hand. He slew 
Antonia, the daughter of Claudius, who refused to be his wife 
after the death of Poppaia, under a pretence that she was en- 
gaged in a conspiracy againd him. In the same way, he de- 
droyed all who were allied to him either by blood or marriage; 

• aSj • 



• THE TWELVE CmSARS ■ 


among whom was young Aulus Plautinus, whose body he firft 
abused against his will, crying out: “Let my mother bestow 
her kisses now on my successor’s sweet Kps”; pretending that 
he had been his mother’s paramour, and by her set on to gape 
after the Empire. His Aepson, Rufinus Crispinus, Poppaea’s son, 
who was yet a youth under age, because he was reported to 
ad among his playfellows the part of a general or an emperor, 
he ordered to be drowned in the sea by his own slaves, while 
he was fishing. He banished Tuscus, his nurse’s son, for pre- 
suming, when he was procurator of Egypt, to wash in the baths 
which had been condruded in expedation of his own coming. 
Seneca, his preceptor, he forced to kill himself; although he 
had sworn very solemnly, upon Seneca’s requed for leave to 
retire from court and yield up his edate into his hands, “that 
there was no jud cause to susped him, and that he would rather 
lose his own life than do him any hurt.” Having promised 
Burrhus, the pretorian prefed, a remedy for a swelling in his 
throat, he sent him poison. Some old rich f reedmen of Claudius, 
who had formerly not only promoted his adoption, but were 
also instrumental in his advancement in the empire, and had 
been his governors, he cut off by poison mixed with their meat 
or drink. 


36 

With no less cruelty he raged againd drangers and foreign- 
ers. A blazing dar, which is commonly thought to portend 
death to kings and princes, appeared many nights together. 
Being greatly troubled thereby, and being informed by Babilus 
the Adrologer, that princes were wont to expiate such prodigi- 
ous signs by some notable massacre, and so divert the danger 
from their own persons by bringing it upon the heads of their 
nobles, he thereupon projeded the death of all the highed per- 
sonages in the City. He was the more drongly drawn toward 
this, because he had some plausible pretence for contriving it, 
having discovered two conspiracies that were formed againd 
him; and former and greater of which was that formed by 
Piso, and discovered at Rome; the other was that of Vinicius, 
at Beneventum. The conspirators were brought to their trials 
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bound with triple fetters. Some confessed of their own accord, 
and others said moreover that he was beholden to them for 
the attempt, as it was impossible to cure in any way except by 
death a person dishonoured by so many hideous a<^s. The 
children of the condemned were expelled from the City and 
then dispatched with poison or ftarved to death. It is certainly 
known that some of them, with their tutors and the slaves 
who carried their satchels, were all poisoned together at one 
dinner; and others were retrained from seeking their daily 
bread. 


37 

After this, without resped to persons, or measure in his 
cruelty, he put to death all whom his caprice seized upon, and 
preferred the mod frivolous charges againSt them. But not to 
make a tedious relation of all these events: he charged Salvi- 
dienus Orfitus with letting out three taverns attached to his 
house in the forum to some cities for the use of their deputies 
at Rome. Againd Cassius Longinus, a lawyer bereft of both 
his eyes, it was objeded that he kept among the buds of his 
ancedors that of Caius Cassius, one of the assassins in the 
death of Julius Cazsar. The only charge brought againd Paetus 
Thrasea was that he had a dern and melancholy countenance, 
like a pedagogue. To those whom he forced to kill themselves, 
he allowed but one hour; and, to prevent delay, he sent them 
physicians “to mre them immediately, if they lingered beyond 
that time;” for so he called bleeding them to death. There was 
at that time an Egyptian who was a great eater, and would 
feed on raw flesh, or v/hatsoever was given him. It was credibly 
reported that the emperor had a great desire to provide him 
with living men to tear and devour. Being pufiFed up with 
his great success in the perpetration of crimes, he declared, 
"that no prince before himself ever realized the extent of his 
power;” and he many times threw out Strong intimations that 
he would not even spare the senators who survived, but would 
entirely extirpate that order and put the provinces and armies 
in the hands of the Roman knights and his own freedmen. 
It is certain that he never gave or vouchsafed to allow any one 
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the cuftomary kiss, either on entering or departing, or even re- 
turned. a salute. And at the inauguration of a work, the cut 
through the Isthmus, he prayed aloud before a large assembly, 
that “the undertaking might speed well and turn out aus- 
piciously for himself and the Roman people” — suppressing all 
mention of the Senate. 


38 

Yet for all that, he spared not the people, nor the very 
walls and buildings of the City. When somebody, in conver- 
sation, chanced to quote: “When I am dead let fire devour 
the world” “nay, rather,” said he, “when I am living — ” and 
he aded accordingly; for, pretending to be offended with the 
ill-favoured houses, and the crooked and narrow streets, he set 
fire to Rome so openly, that many men of consular rank caught 
his own household servants on their property, armed with tow 
and torches, but dared not balk them. There being near his 
Golden House some granaries, the site of which he exceedingly 
coveted, they were battered as if with machines of war, and 
set on fire, the walls being built of done. For six days and 
seven nights together this terrible havoc raged, driving the 
people to seek the tombs and monuments for lodging and 
shelter. During this time, a vaA number of Stately buildings, 
the houses of generals celebrated in former times, and even 
then Still decorated with the spoils of war, were laid in ashes; 
as well as the temples of the gods, which had been vowed and 
dedicated by the kings of Rome, and afterwards in the Punic 
and Gallic wars: in short, whatsoever was memorable and 
worthy of seeing, and which time had spared, was consumed. 
This fire he beheld from a tower in the house of Mecaenas and, 
taking great joy (as he himself said) in the beautiful eflfeds 
of the flames, he chanted a poem on the ruin of Troy, in the 
tragic dress he used on the ftage. And so that he might wring 
from this calamity all that he could by plunder and rapine, he 
promised to remove the bodies of those who had perished in 
the fire, and clear the rubbish at his own expense; suffering no 
one to meddle with the remains of their property. Finally, not 
only by receiving, but also by exadting contributions from all 
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parts on account of the loss, he beggared the provinces and 
exhau^d the wealth of private persons. 

39 

To these great and shameful misfortunes brought upon the 
people by their prince, were added some that arose from other 
causes. Such were a pestilence by which, within the space of 
one autumn, there died no less than thirty thousand persons, as 
appeared from the registers in the temple of Libitina; a great 
disaster in Britain, where two of the principal towns belonging 
to the Romans were plundered, and a dreadful havoc made both 
among Roman soldiers and allies; and, finally, a shameful dis- 
comfiture of the army of the EaSt where, in Armenia, the 
legions were obliged to pass under the yoke, and it was with 
great difficulty that Syria was retained. AmidSt all these dis- 
asters, it was a wonder to see, that he bore nothing more patient- 
ly than the scurrilous language and railing abuse which was in 
every one’s mouth; and to none was he milder in his treatment 
than those who assailed him with harsh speeches, or opprobrious 
verses. Many infamous libels and defamatory words, both in 
Greek and Latin, were publicly written, such as these: 

Qreltes and Alcinaon — Nero too, 

The luitful Nero, worSt of all the crew, 

Fresh from his bridal — their own mothers slew. 

Sprung from 2Eneas, pious, wise and great, 

'Who says that Nero is degenerate? 

Safe through the flames, one bore his sire; the other. 

To save himself, took off his loving mother. 

His lyre to harmony our Nero Strings; 

His arrows o’er the plain the Parthian wings; 

Ours call the tuneful Pwan, — famed in war. 

The other Phoebus name, the god who shoots afar. 

All Rome will be one house: to Yeii fly. 

Should it not Stretch to Yeii, by and by. 

But he made no search after the authors, and when some of 
them were convened before the Senate, by the Appeacher, 
he would not suffer them to sustain any grievous punish- 
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ment. As he passed along in the open street, Isidorus the Cynic 
philosopher, said to him aloud: “You chant the calamities of 
Nauplius well, but condud yourself badly.” And Datus, a 
comic ador, when repeating these words in the piece, “Fare- 
well, father! Farewell mother!” mimicked the gedures of per- 
sons drinking and swimming, in allusion to the deaths of 
Claudius and Agrippina: and on uttering the lad clause. 

You Stand this moment on the brink of Orcus; 

he plainly referred to the senate. Yet Nero did not more than 
banish the ador and philosopher from the city and Italy; either 
because he was insensible to shame, or from fear that if he 
betrayed his vexation, dill more pregnant wits might set to 
work upon him. 

40 

The world, having endured such an emperor for little less 
than fourteen years, at length forsook him. At fird the French 
revolted, headed by Julius Vindex, who at that time governed 
the province as propretor. Nero had been formerly told by 
adrologers, that it would be his fortune to be at lad deserted 
by all the world; and this occasioned that celebrated saying of 
his, “an artid can live in any country;” by which he meant 
to offer as an excuse for his pradice of music that it was 
not only his amusement as a prince, but might be his support 
when reduced to a private dation. Yet some of the adrologers 
promised him, in his forlorn edate, the rule of the Ead, and 
some in express words the kingdom of Jerusalem. But the 
greater part of them flattered him with assurances of his being 
redored to his former fortune. And being mod inclined to be- 
lieve the latter predidion, upon losing Britain and Armenia, 
he imagined he had run through all the misfortunes which the 
fates had decreed him. But when, upon consulting the oracle 
of Apollo at Delphi, he was advised to beware of the seventy- 
third year, as if he were not to die till then, never t hinking of 
Galba’s age, he conceived such hopes, not only of living to 
advanced years, but of condant and singular good fortune, that 
having lod some things of great value by shipwreck, he scrupled 
not to say among his friends, that “the fishes would bring them 
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back to him.” At Naples he was informed of the rebellion in 
Gaul, which fell out on the very same day of the year on which 
he had killed his mother. But he received the news with such 
imconcern as to create a suspicion that he was really glad of 
the event, as an occasion for plundering those wealthy provinces 
by the right of war; and going Araightway to the gymnasium, 
he beheld with great earneilness and delight the exercise of the 
wrestlers. At supper-time, being interrupted with letters 
which apprised him of greater tumults, he expressed no hotter 
resentment than only to threaten the rebels. For eight days to- 
gether he never attempted to answer any letters nor give any 
orders but buried the whole matter in profound silence. 

41 

At laft, thoroughly aroused and nettled by the contumeli- 
ous edids of Vindex, coming thick and faft upon him, he ex- 
horted the Senate, in a letter, to avenge his wrongs and those of 
the republic; alleging, as an excuse for his non-appearance, that 
he had caught cold. In the midft of all this, nothing vexed him 
so much as to find himself railed at as an unskilled harper, and, 
initead of Nero, ^yled JEnobarbus: which, being his family 
name and because he was twitted with it, he proclaimed that 
he would resume and lay aside the other that he had taken by 
adoption. All other reviling taunts and slanders he dismissed as 
wholly false, and earnestly refuted the charge of want of skill 
in an art upon which he had beftowed so much pains and 
brought to perfection; and frequently asked those about him 
if they had ever known a more excellent musician than him- 
self. But when messengers continued to pour in from Gaul, 
one after another, he returned in great fear to Rome. On the 
way his heart was lightened somewhat by a vain and foolish 
presage; for he observed a sciilptured monument which de- 
pided a Gaulish soldier vanquished by a Roman knight and 
dragged forward by the hair. At this sight he leaped for joy 
and worshipped the heavens. Even then he made no appeal 
either to the senate or people, but calling together some of the 
leading men at his own house he held a hafty consultation upon 
the present date of affairs; and then, during the remainder of 
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the day, led them all about with him to view some musical 
instruments of a Strange device, not hitherto known, which 
were played by water; showing all the parts minutely and dis- 
coursing upon the principles and intricacies of the workman- 
ship. This contrivance, he promised them, would be brought 
forth into the theatre, “if Vindex would give him leave.” 

42 

When he received word that Galba and the Spaniards had 
revolted, he fell down in a faint and, his heart and reason ap- 
parently having left him, he lay a good while speechless and as 
one dead. As soon as he came to himself again, he rent his 
clothes and beat his head, saying dolefully: “I am utterly un- 
done!” And when his nurse came to comfort him, telling him 
that like accidents had befallen other princes before him, he 
answered: "I am afilided beyond all others, for I have lod an 
empire while dill living.” Yet he did not abate one whit his 
cudomary luxuriousness and slothfulness. Nay, when some 
inkhng of better news came from the provinces as he sat at 
a mod sumptuous banquet, he sang, with gedures like those of 
a player, some ridiculous verses set to lascivious measures, againd 
the chieftains of the revolt, which were made public. Being 
conveyed secretly into the theatre, he sent word to a certain 
player who was ading his part to the great content and ap- 
proval of the spedators, "that he had it all his own way, now 
that he himself did not appear on the dage.” 

43 

At the fird breaking out of these tumults, it is credibly 
thought that he intended to execute many further designs of 
a cruel and horrible nature, yet such as conformed well to his 
natural humour: namely, to send new governors and com- 
manders to the provinces and the armies, and employ assassins 
to murder all the former governors and commanders, as men 
unanimously engaged in a conspiracy againd him; to massacre 
the exiles in every quarter and all the Gaulish population in 
Rome; the former led they should join the insurredion; the 
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latter as privy to the designs of their countrymen, and ready 
to support them; to abandon Gaul itself, to be waited and 
plimdered by his armies; to poison the whole senate at a feait; 
to fire the city and then let loose the wild beaits upon the 
people, in order to impede their checking the deitrudion of 
the flames. But being deterred from these designs, not so much 
by remorse of conscience, as by despair of being able to eflFedt 
them, and judging an expedition into Gaul necessary, he re- 
moved the consuls from ofl&ce before the time of its expiration 
was arrived; and in their room assumed the consulship himself 
without a colleague, as if the destinies had so ordained, that 
Gaul could not be subdued but by a consul with the sole author- 
ity. Upon assuming the fasces, after an entertainment at the 
palace, as he walked out of the room leaning on the arms of 
some of his friends, he protected, that as soon as he should 
arrive in the province, he would show himself unarmed before 
the armies and do nothing else but weep; and that, after he 
had brought them to repentance, he would sing merrily, on the 
day following, some songs of triumph, with those that rejoiced 
with him; “Which songs,” he said, “ought with all speed to be 
composed by me.” 


44 

In preparing for this expedition, his special care was to 
provide carriages for his musical initruments and machinery to 
be used upon the itage; to have the hair of the concubines he 
carried with him dressed in the fashion of men; and to supply 
them with battle axes, and Amazonian bucklers. This done, he 
summoned the city tribes to take the military oath; and when 
no qualified persons would answer to their names, he ordered 
all mafters to send a certain number of slaves, the beA they 
had, not excepting their stewards and secretaries. He com- 
manded the several orders of the people to bring in a fixed 
proportion of their estates, as they ftood in the censor’s books; 
all tenants of houses and mansions to pay one year’s rent forth- 
with into the exchequer; and, with unheard-of ^ridness, would 
receive only new coin of the pureft silver and the fined gold; 
insomuch that mod people openly refused to pay, and de- 
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manded by general consent that he recover from the informers 
the monies they had received for their tattling. 

45 

The hatred that was felt for him was heightened by the 
great scarcity of corn, and an occurrence conneded with it. 
For, as it fell out at that time, there arrived from Alexandria 
a ship, said to be freighted with a kind of dud for the use of 
the emperor’s wredlers, and which was for drewing on the 
ground so that the wredlers could roll in it when their bodies 
dripped with oil or perspiration. This kindled the public anger 
so much that there was no abuse or denunciation that was not 
heaped upon him. Upon the top of one of his datues was 
placed the figure of a chariot with a Greek inscription reading: 
"Now indeed he has a race to run; let him be gone.” A little 
bag was tied about another with a ticket reading: “Truly thou 
has merited the sack,” — in allusion to the punishment pre- 
scribed for a parracide by the Roman law, namely that of being 
sewed up in a sack and thrown into the sea. Some person like- 
wise wrote on the pillars in the forum “that he had even woke 
the cocks with his singing,” — for the word “Gallos” signifies 
both cocks and Gauls. And many maders, finding fault with 
their servants, used to call for a Vindex, or vindicator. 

46 

Beside all this he was greatly frightened by the manifed 
portents, both old and new, arising from dreams, auspices, and 
omens. Whereas before the murder of his mother he had never 
been wont to dream, after that event he saw in his sleep the 
rudder of a ship forced from his hand as he was deering; and 
he dreamed that his wife Oftavia dragged him into a prodigious- 
ly dark place where he was one time covered over with a great 
swarm of winged ants, and at another surrounded by the 
national images which were set up near Pompey’s theatre and 
hindered from going farther; that a Spanish jennet he was fond 
of had his hinder parts so changed as to resemble those of an 
ape and, having his head only left unaltered, neighed in a loud 
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shrill voice. The doors of the mausoleum of Augustus flying 
open of their own accord, a voice was heard calling for him 
by name. Upon the calends of January, the lares, being adorned 
with fresh garlands, fell down during the preparations for 
sacrihcing to them. While he was taking the omens, Sporus 
presented him with a ring, the Aone of which had carved upon 
it the Rape of Proserpine. When a great multitude of the 
several orders had assembled to attend at the solemnity of 
making vows to the gods, it was a long time before the keys 
of the Capitol could be found. And when, in a speech of his 
to the senate again^ Vindex, these words were read: "That the 
miscreants should be punished, and soon make the end they 
merited,” they all cried out, "You will do it, AuguAus.” It 
was likewise observed that the laft tragic piece he sung was 
CEdipus in Exile, and that he fell down juft as he pronounced 
this line: 

"'Wife, mother, father, force me to my mind” 

47 

Meanwhile, when news came that all the other armies also 
rebelled, he tore to pieces the letters which were delivered to 
him as he sat at dinner, overthrew the table and dashed violent- 
ly againft the paved floor two favourite cups of cryftal (which 
he called Homer’s because some of that poet’s verses were cut 
upon them). Then, taking from Locufta a dose of poison 
which he put up in a golden box, he went into the Servilian 
gardens, and thence dispatching a trufty freedman to Oftia, 
with orders to make ready a fleet, he endeavoured to prevail 
upon some tribunes and centurions of the pretorian guards to 
attend him in his flight; but part of them showing no great 
inclination to comply, while others absolutely refused, and one 
even cried out aloud: 

Usque adeone mori miserum eil? 

Say, is it then so sad a thing to die ? — 

he caft about in his mind for some plan of aftion: whether he 
should go as a suppliant to the Parthians, or appear before the 
people arrayed all in black and there upon the roftra, in moft 


• • 



• THE TWELVE CAESARS • 


humble and piteous accents, crave pardon for all that was 
passed and, if he could not move their hearts to accept him 
again as emperor, sue at leaA for the government of Egypt. 
There was afterwards found in his cabinet a speech penned to 
tliis purpose. But it is thought that he was discouraged from 
this enterprise by the fear that he should be torn to pieces 
before he could gain the forum. Thus, putting oflF all further 
cogitation of this matter until the next day, he was Partied out 
of his sleep about midnight and, finding the guards dispersed, 
he sent about for his friends. But when none of them came 
or sent any word in response he went with a few attendants 
to their houses; where, finding all doors shut and nobody ap- 
pearing in answer to the summons, he returned to his bed- 
chamber. By this time those in charge had slipped away, after 
taking the bedding and even the box of poison which he had 
procured. He then sought Spicillus, the gladiator, or someone 
to kill him; but finding none, “what!” said he, “have I then 
neither a friend or a foe?” And he inomediately ran out as if 
he would throw himself into the Tiber. 

48 

But recovering from this violent mood, he desired some 
secret hiding-place where he might recall his wits. And when 
his freedman Phaon offered him his country house, between 
the Salarian and Nomentan roads, about four miles from the 
city, he mounted a horse, barefoot as he was and in his tunic, 
only slipping over it an old soiled cloak; and so he rode, holding 
a handkerchief before his face, and with only four persons to 
attend him of which Sporus was one. Once he was terrified 
by a sudden earthquake, and again by a flash of lightning 
which flashed againft his face; and he heard from the neighbour- 
ing camp the shouts of the soldiers, wishing his de^rudtion 
and prosperity to Galba. He heard, too, a traveller encountered 
on the road, call out, “they are in pursuit of Nero;” and 
another ask, “is there any news in the city about Nero?” His 
horse starting from his path at the scent of a carcass which lay 
in the road, his face was uncovered, and he was recognized by 
one Missicius, a pretorian soldier, who saluted him by name. 
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When they reached the lane which turned up to the house, 
they quitted their horses, and with much difficulty he wound 
among bushes and briars and along a track through a bed of 
rushes, over which they spread their cloaks for him to tread 
on. Having reached a wall at the back of the villa, Phaon 
advised him to hide himself awhile in a sand pit. “Nay,” he 
replied, “I will not go under ground alive.” Staying there some 
little time, while preparations were made for bringing him 
secretly into the villa, he took up some water out of a neighbour- 
ing tank with his hand, saying as he drank, “this is Nero’s 
dialled water.” Then his cloak having been torn by the 
brambles, he pulled out the thorns that adhered to it; and so, 
creeping upon all fours through a narrow hole made for him 
in the wall, he gained the house, and laid himself down in the 
firA room he came to, upon a miserable pallet, with an old and 
worn coverlet thrown over it. When hunger assailed him, and 
thiril too made itself felt, he refused the coarse brown bread 
which was offered to him, but drank a little warm water. 

49 

When all those about him pressed him to deliver himself 
from the indignities which were threatening him, he ordered 
a grave to be dug before his eyes, according to the proportions 
of his body, and the bottom to be covered with pieces of marble 
put together, if any could be found about the house; and water 
and wood to be got ready for immediate use about his corpse; 
weeping at every word he spoke, and inserting often this pitiful 
speech: “What an artift is now about to perish!” Meanwhile, 
letters being brought in by a servant belonging to Phaon, he 
snatched them out of his hand, and therein read that he had 
been pronounced an enemy by the senate, and that search was 
being made for him that he might be punished according to 
the ancient cuitom of the Romans.” He thereupon inquired 
what kind of punishment that was; and being told that the 
condemned man should be stripped naked, and scourged to 
death, while his neck was faAened within a forked ftake, he 
was so terrified that he caught up two daggers which he had 
brought with him, and after feeling the points of both, put 
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them up again saying, "The fatal hour is not yet come.” One 
while he begged of Sporus to begin to wail and lament; another 
while, he entreated that one of them should set him an example 
by killing himself firit; and then again, he lamented his own 
timorousness in these words: “I yet live to my shame and dis- 
grace: this is not becoming for Nero. In such a time as this, 
thou oughteit to be of ^tout heart. Rouse thyself, man!” Now, 
by this time, there had approached the house, the horsemen 
who had a warrant to bring him alive. When he perceived 
this, and after he had in trembling tones uttered this verse: 

The trampling noise of horses swift resoundeth in mine ears, 

he set a dagger to his throat, being assiAed in the act by 
Epaphroditus, his secretary. While he was yet but half -dead, 
a centurion broke in, and putting his cloak to the wound, pre- 
tending that he was come to his assiAance, he made no other 
reply but this, " ’Tis too late;” and "Is this your loyalty?” No 
sooner had he pronounced these words than he expired, with his 
eyes itaring and Parting out of his head, to the great fear and 
horror of all that were present. He had requeued of his atten- 
dants, as a favour of the firft importance, that they would let 
no one sever his head from his body, which he implored might 
be burnt entire. And Icelus, Galba’s freedman, who had but 
a little before been discharged from the prison into which he 
had been thrown at the beginning of the diiturbances, per- 
mitted so much. 

50 

His funeral was performed at an expense of two hundred 
thousand sesterces; his body being carried forth to the pile upon 
a bed covered with the white robes, interwoven with gold, 
which he had worn upon the calends of January preceding. 
His nurses, Ecloge and Alexandra, with his concubine Ade, 
deposited his remains in the tomb belonging to the family of 
the Domitii, which itands upon the top of the Hill of the 
Gardens, and is to be seen from the Campus Martius. In that 
monument a coffin of porphyry, with an altar of marble of 
Luna over it, is enclosed by a wall built of ftone brought from 
Thasos. 
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51 

In stature he was a little under the average height. His 
body full of spots and freckles and foul of skin besides. His 
hair was yellowish; his countenance fairly agreeable but not 
handsome; his eyes grey and dull, his neck thick, his belly 
prominent, his legs very slender, and his health excellent. For, 
intemperate as he was, and given to riotous living, he suffered, 
in the space of fourteen years, only three attacks of illness; and 
these so slight, that he neither forbore the use of wine, nor 
modified his usual diet. In his dress and grooming, he was so 
indifferent that he had his hair cut in rings, one above another; 
and when in Achaia, he let it grow long behind. He generally 
appeared in public in the loose and effeminate garment he wore 
at table, with a fine lawn handkerchief about his neck, and 
wearing neither a girdle nor shoes. 

52 

While ^till but a boy, he had a tafte for almoft all the liberal 
sciences; but his mother turned his mind from the Study of 
philosophy, as unsuited to one deStined to be a sovereign; 
and his preceptor, Seneca, discouraged him from acquiring a 
knowledge of the ancient orators, that he might longer hold his 
admiration of himself. Therefore, as he inclined readily toward 
poetry, he composed verses both with pleasure and ease; nor 
did he, as some think, publish those of other writers as his own. 
There have come into my hands several little writing tablets 
and loose sheets, containing verses very widely known, written 
in his own hand and in such a manner that it was very evident, 
from the blotting and interlining, that they had not been tran- 
scribed from a copy, nor didated by another, but had been 
put down as they came out of his own head. 

53 

In drawing and painting, as well as in moulding Aatues in 
planter, he also took no small delight. But above all, he yearned 
for the applause of the people; and desired to rival any man 
who won popularity with them, by whatsoever means. It was 
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the general opinion that, after the crowns gained by his musical 
performances on the ftage, he wotJd at the next lustrum have 
competed among the wrestlers at the Olympic games. For he 
was continually pradtising that art; nor did he witness the 
gymnaitic games in any part of Greece otherwise than sitting 
upon the ground in the Radium, as the umpires do. And if a 
pair of wrestlers happened to break the bounds, he would with 
his own hands drag them back into the centre of the circle. 
He had intended moreover (since he was reputed to equal 
Apollo in singing, and the sun in charioting) to imitate also 
the achievements of Hercules. And they say that a lion was got 
ready for him to kill, either with a club, or with a Wrangle 
clutch, in view of the people in the amphitheatre; which feat he 
was to perform naked. 

54 

Certainly, a little before the end of his life, he had publicly 
vowed that if he continued in power in the ftate, he would 
exhibit in his own person, at the games which would be held 
in honour of his success, a performance upon the organ, as well 
as upon flutes and bagpipes; and, on the laft day of the games, 
would a<St in the play and take part of Turnus, as we find it in 
Virgil. And some say that the a<3;or Paris was put to death by 
him, as one who threatened his supremacy. 

55 

He had an insatiable desire for perpetual fame, which he 
strove to secure by foolish and inconsiderate ads. He abolished 
the old names of many things and places and gave them new 
names derived from his own. The month of April he called 
Neroneus; and had the design to change the name of Rome 
to Neropolis. 

56 

All religious rites of whatever kind he held in contempt, 
except those of the Syrian Goddess; but at lad he became so 
indifferent to her that he polluted her image with urine; being 
now absorbed in another superdition, wherein alone he per- 
severed mod condantly. For having received from some ob- 
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scure plebeian a little puppet representing a girl, as a preserva- 
tive again^ plots, and chancing to discover a conspiracy im- 
mediately thereafter, he worshipped her as the sovereign deity, 
honouring her with three sacrifices daily ever afterwards. Nay, 
he would have it believed that he received prophetic warnings 
from her as to future events. A few months before he died, he 
attended a sacrifice, and took the omens by prying into beads’ 
entrails; but though he carefully observed the rites, he did not 
gain thereby the favour of the gods. 

J7 A.U.C. 821 

He died in the thirty-second year of his age, and upon 
the same day of the year on which he had murdered his wife 
Odavia. His death brought such great joy to the people that 
they ran about the city with caps upon heir heads, to tedify to 
their regained freedom. Yet there were not wanting some who, 
for a long time after, decked his tomb with the gay flowers 
that spring and summer afford, and who sometimes placed his 
image upon the roffra, dressed in purple robes of date; at other 
times they published proclamations in his name, as if he were 
diU alive, and would shortly return to Rome to work great 
mischief among his enemies. Moreover, Vologesus, king of the 
Parthians, when he sent ambassadors to the senate to renew 
his alliance with the Roman people, earnedly requeded that due 
honour should be paid to the memory of Nero; and, to conclude, 
when, twenty years later, at which time I was a young man, 
some person arose among them (no one knew from whence, nor 
of what condition) who gave out that he was Nero, so gracious 
was the name among the Parthians, that he was very drongly 
supported, and not delivered up again without great reludance. 




SERGIUS SULPICIUS GALBA 


I 

The line of the Caesars ended in Nero; that it would so 
come to pass was made evident by various signs, of which two 
were particularly signi£cant. When Livia, after her marriage 
with Augustus, was making a visit to her villa at Veii, it 
happened that an eagle soaring over her head let fall into her 
lap a white hen, holding in her bill a laurel branch, juft as she 
had caught it up. Livia thought it well to have the hen taken 
care of, and the laurel planted; and behold! there proceeded 
from the hen such a fine brood of chickens, all white, that the 
villa, to this day, is called The Villa of the Hens; while from 
the laurel sprung so fair a row of trees that the Cazsars procured 
thence the boughs and crowns they bore at their triumphs. It 
was also their con^ant cuitom to plant others on the same spot, 
immediately after a triumph; and it was observed that, a little 
before the death of each prince, the tree which had been set 
by him withered away. In the laA year of Nero, however, not 
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only the whole grove of trees perished to the very roots, but all 
the hens sickened and died. About the same time, the temple 
of the Caesars being ftruck with lightning, the heads of all the 
statues there fell oflf at once, and the sceptre of Augustus was 
shaken out of his hands. 

2 A.U.C. 821 

Nero was succeeded by Galba, who was in no degree allied 
to the house of the Caesars, but was, without question, of a 
very noble race, being descended from a great and ancient 
family; for he always used to put among his other titles, upon 
the bases of his statues, that of great-grandson to Q. Catulus 
Capitolinus. And when he came to be emperor, he set up the 
images of his ance^ors in the hall of the palace; and it appeared, 
from the inscriptions, that he derived his descent on his father’s 
side, from Jupiter, and by his mother from Pasiphae, the wife 
of Minos. 

3 

To touch upon the whole of his lineage would be a lengthy 
recital; and I wiU only recount briefly the members of his im- 
mediate family. Why or whence the firft of the Sulpicii who 
had the cognomen of Galba, was so called, is uncertain. Some 
are of opinion that it v/^as becatise he set fire to a city in Spain, 
after he had a long time assaulted it vainly, with torches dipped 
in the gum called Galbanum: others, that he was so named 
because, in a lingering sickness, he had continual recourse to 
this extrad, wrapped up in wool, as a remedy: dill others, that 
it was because he was very fat, such a one being called, in the 
language of the Gauls, Galba; or, on the contrary, because he 
was of a slender habit of body, like those inseds which breed 
in a kind of oak and are called Galbae. Sergius Galba, who had 
been consul with L. Aurelius Cotta, and was the mod eloquent 
man of his time, shed glory upon the line. It is reported that 
when he was propretor of Spain, he treacherously put to the 
sword thirty thousand Lusitanians, and by that means gave 
occasion to the war of Viriatus. His grandson being incensed 
againd Julius Cawar, whose lieutenant he had' been in Gaul, 
because he was through him disappointed of the consulship. 
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joined with Cassius and Brutus in the conspiracy againA him, 
for which he was condemned by the Pedian law. From him 
were descended the grandfather and father of the emperor 
Galba. The grandfather was more famed for his scholarly learn- 
ing, than for any political dignity that he ever attained. For 
he rose no higher than the pretorship, but he wrote many 
histories, and those of no slight proportions and merit. His 
father attained to the consulship; he was a man of low stature 
and humpbacked, and although no great orator, he used to plead 
cases induftriously. He was twice married: the firft of his wives 
was Mummia Achaica, daughter of Catulus, and great-grand- 
daughter of Lucius Mummius, who sacked Corinth; and the 
other, Livia Ocellina, an exceedingly wealthy and beautiful 
woman, by whom it is supposed he was courted for the noble- 
ness of his descent. It is said, too, that she pursued him only 
the more hotly, after he had, (by reason of her importunate 
suit) , Stripped himself once when alone with her, to show the 
imperfedions of his body, because he did not wish her to be 
deceived. By Achaica he had two sons, Caius and Sergius. The 
elder, Caius, having waSted his estate, retired from Rome, and 
being prohibited by Tiberius from Standing for a proconsul- 
ship in his year, put an end to his own life. 

4 A.U.C. 7JI 

The emperor Sergius Galba was born in the consulship of 
M. Valerius Messala and Cn. Lentulus, upon the ninth of the 
calends of January, in a villa Standing upon a hill, near Terra- 
cina, on the left-hand side of the road to Fundi. Being adopted 
by his Stepmother, Livia Ocellina, he assumed the name of 
Livius, with the cognomen of Ocella, and changed his pre- 
nomen; for he afterwards used that of Lucius, instead of Sergius, 
until he came to the empire. It is well known, that Augustus, 
when Galba came to salute him, among other little boys, patted 
him on his pretty cheek, saying, "and thou also, my child, 
shall have a taSte one day of our sovereign rule.” Tiberius, like- 
wise, being told that he would come to be emperor, but not be- 
fore old age, said, “let him live, then, since that does not con- 
cern me!” When his grandfather was offering sacrifice to avert 
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some ill omen from lightning, the entrails of the vidim were 
snatched out of his hand by an eagle, and carried off into an 
oak tree loaded with acorns. Upon this, the soothsayers said 
that the family would come to be masters of the empire, but 
not until many years had passed: at which he, by way of jeit, 
answered, “ay, when a mule shall bring forth a foal.” After- 
wards, when Galba began to rebel againd Nero and aspire to 
the empire, nothing heartened him so much in this design as a 
mule’s happening at that time to have a foal. And while all 
others were shocked at the occurrence, as an evil omen, he alone 
regarded it as favourable, calling to mind the sacrifice and the 
speech of his grandfather. "'Jf^en he took upon him the virile 
gown, he dreamt that the goddess Fortune said to him, how she 
Aood before his door all weary, and unless she were let in 
speedily, she should become a prey to whomsoever she met." 
When he had awakened and opened the door of the house, he 
found, close to the threshold, a brazen ^atue of the goddess, 
about a cubit long: which he carried with him to Tusculum, 
where he used to pass the summer season, and having conse- 
crated it in an apartment of his house, he ever after worshipped 
it with a monthly sacrifice and an anniversary vigil. And al- 
though he was but a very young man, he observed an ancient 
cuftom, no longer retained except in his own lineage; this was 
to have his freedmen and slaves appear in a body before him 
twice a day, morning and evening, to offer him the appropriate 
salutations. 


5 

Among the liberal sciences, he gave himself to the ftudy 
of civil law. He married Lepida, by whom he had two sons; 
but the mother and children all dying, he remained a widower; 
nor could he be persuaded to marry again, not even Agrippina 
herself, at that time left a widow by the death of Domitius, 
who had tried by every means to allure him while he was 
ftill a married man; insomuch that Lepida’s mother, when in 
company with several married women, took her to task for 
it, and even went so far as to shake her soundly. He honoured 
above all the empress Livia, wife of Augustus, through whose 
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favour, while she lived, he became powerful, and by whose will 
he closely missed being enriched. For, among others whom she 
remembered with legacies, he had a special bequeft of fifty 
millions of sefterces; but because the sum was written down in 
figures, and not in words at length, her heir Tiberius reduced 
it to one-half million; and even this he never received. 

6 A.U.C. 7S6 

Having entered upon the great offices of ftate before the 
age stated by law, during his pretorship, at the celebration of 
games in honour of the goddess Flora, he presented the new 
spedacle of elephants walking upon ropes. After that, he 
governed the province Aquitaine nearly a whole year, and soon 
afterwards took the consulship in the usual course, for the 
space of six months. It so happened that he succeeded L. 
Domitius, the father of Nero, and was succeeded by Salvius 
Otho, father of the emperor of that name; so that his holding 
it between the sons of these two men looked like a presage of 
his future triumph. Being appointed by Caius Caligula to 
supersede Gaetulicxxs in his command, the day after his joining 
the legions he put a Stop to their plaudits in a public spedacle by 
issuing an order that they should keep their hands under their 
cloaks. Whereupon, this verse became a byword in the camp: 

Disce, viiles, militare: GaWa eff, von Gcefvlicus. 

Learn, soldier, now in arms to use your hands, 

’Tis Galba, not Gtetulicus, commands. 

7 

With like severity, he would allow of no petitions for leave 
of absence from the camp. He hardened the soldiers, both 
veteran and raw, with conftant work and exercise; and having 
repressed the barbarians, who had made violent inroads into 
Gaul, and hurled them back, he so far recommended himself 
and his army to Caius’s approbation when that emperor came 
into Germany, that, among the iimumerable troops drawn from 
all the provinces of the empire, none met with higher praise 
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nor received greater rewards from him. He likewise dis- 
tinguished himself by heading an escort, with a shield in his 
hand, and running at the side of the emperor’s chariot twenty 
miles together. 

When tidings came that Caius was murdered and many 
urged him to take the opportunity then oflFered, he preferred 
quiet and reft. Because of this, he ftood in high favour with 
Claudius, and was admitted into the circle of his intimate 
friends; insomuch that when he was taken suddenly sick 
(though the ailment was not serious), the day appointed for 
the expedition to ftart for Britain was deferred. He governed 
Africa as proconsul for two years; being chosen out of the 
regular course to reftore order in the province, which was in 
great tumult from civil dissensions and the alarms of the bar- 
barians. This commission he discharged with great ftri<5kness 
and equity even in very small matters. A soldier upon some 
expedition being charged with selling, in a great scarcity of 
corn, a bushel of wheat, which was all he had left, for a hundred 
denarii, he forbad anyone to relieve him when he became in 
want of food, so that he died of hunger. When sitting in judg- 
ment, a cause being brought before him about some beaft of 
burden, the ownership of which was claimed by two persons; 
the evidence being slight on both sides, and it being difficult 
to determine the truth, he ordered the beaft to be led to a pond 
at which he had used to be v/atered, with his head mufiled up; 
and the covering being there removed, that he should be the 
property of the one whom he followed voluntarily, after he 
had drunk. 


8 

For his brave exploits both at this time in Africa, and 
formerly in Germany, he received the triumphal ornaments, 
and three sacerdotal appointments, one among The Fifteen, 
another in the college of Titius, and a third among the 
AuguSlals; and from that time to the middle of Nero’s reign, 
he lived for the moft part in retirement. He never went abroad 
so much as to take the air, without a carriage attending him, 
in which there was a million of sefterces in gold, ready at hand; 
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xmtil at laft, at the time he was living in the town of Fundi, 
the province of Hispania Tarraconensis was ofFered him. And 
it chanced that after his arrival in the province, as he was 
sacri£cing in a temple, a boy who attended with a censor be- 
came all on a sudden greyheaded. This incident was inter- 
preted by some to mean that a change would take place in the 
government, and an old man would succeed a young one: that 
is, that he would succeed Nero. And not long after, a thunder- 
bolt falling into a lake in Cantabria, twelve axes were fotmd 
in it: a manifest token of the sovereign power. 

9 

For eight years he governed the province, with a somewhat 
variable and uneven hand. At firft he was sharp, severe, and 
vigorous in adminiAering justice. For a money-dealer having 
perpetrated a fraud in the way of his business, he cut off his 
hands and nailed them to his counter. Another, who had poisoned 
an orphan, to whom he was guardian and next heir to the 
e^ate, he crucified. On this delinquent imploring the protedion 
of the law, and crying out that he was a Roman citizen, he 
afieded to allay his pimishment with some comfort and honour, 
and commanded that the cross already made should be changed, 
and another reared higher than usual and painted white. By 
little and little, however, he became slothful, idle, and careless, 
from the fear of giving Nero any occasion of jealousy, and 
because, as he used to say, "nobody was obliged to render an 
account of their leisure hours.” He was holding a court of 
justice on the circuit at New Carthage when he received news 
that Gaul was in revolt; and while the lieutenant of Aquitania 
was soliciting his assistance, letters were brought from Vindex, 
requesting him "to assert the rights of mankind, and put him- 
self at their head to relieve them from the tyranny of Nero.” 
Without any long demur, he accepted the invitation, from a 
mixture of fear and hope. For he had discovered that private 
orders had been sent by Nero to his procurators in the province 
to get him dispatched; and he was confirmed and Strengthened 
in the enterprise by several auspices and omens as well as by 
the prophecy of a young woman of good family. The more 
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SO, because the prieft of Jupiter at Clunia, warned in a dream, 
had discovered in the recesses of the temple some verses similar 
to those in which she had delivered her prophecy. These had 
also been uttered by a girl under divine inspiration, about two 
hundred years before. The import of the verses was, that one 
day there should arise out of Spain the sovereign lord of the 
whole world. 


lO 

Taking his seat on the tribunal, therefore, as if with no 
other purpose than the manumitting of slaves, he had set up 
before him the eflfigies of a number of persons who had been 
condemned and put to death by Nero: while there ftood also 
in his presence a boy of noble blood who had been banished 
and whom he had designedly sent for from one of the 
neighbouring Balearic isles: and he bewailed the ^tate of the 
times. Whereupon, being with one accord saluted by the title 
of Emperor, he professed himself to be only the lieutenant of 
the senate and people of Rome. Then, proclaiming a cessation 
of judicial business for the time, he levied legions and auxiliary 
troops among the provincials, beside his veteran army consist- 
ing of one legion, two wings of horse, and three cohorts. Out 
of the military leaders moSt renowned for their wisdom, and 
superior in years, he formed a kind of senate, unto whom men 
should have recourse touching matters of importance, as need 
arose. He likewise chose several young men of the equestrian 
order, who were to be allowed the privilege of wearing the gold 
ring, and, being called "The Reserve,” should mount guard be- 
fore his bedchamber, a poSt that had formerly belonged to the 
legionary soldiers. He issued proclamations throughout the 
provinces of the empire, exhorting all to rise in arms unani- 
mously and aid the common cause by all the ways and means 
in their power. At about the same time, in fortifying a town 
which he had pitched upon for a military poSt, a ring of 
antique workmanship was found in the Stone of which was 
engraved the goddess Vi<flory, with a trophy. And soon after, 
a ship of Alexandria arrived at Dertosa, loaded with arms, and 
without pilot, mariner or passenger. Upon this marvellous 
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event, nobody had the leaA doubt but that the war upon which 
they were embarking was ju^, honourable, and imdertaken 
with the favour and approbation of the gods. But lo, in a 
manner sudden and unlooked-for, the whole design was dashed 
to pieces. One of the two wings of horse, repenting of the vio- 
lation of their oath to Nero, attempted to desert him upon his 
approach to the camp, and were with some difficulty kept in 
their duty. And some slaves who had been presented to him by 
a freedman of Nero’s, on purpose to murder him, attempted 
to kill him as he went through a narrow passage to the bath. 
They surely would have done so but that as they encouraged 
one another not to let the opportunity slip, they were over- 
heard and called to an account concerning it; and being ex- 
amined upon the occasion of their discourse, they were forced 
by torture to confess the truth. 

11 

Following on the heels of these grave dangers came the 
death of Vuidex, at which he felt so utterly disheartened, like 
a man quite deserted by fortune, that he meditated putting an 
end to his own life. But messengers coming from Rome with 
news that Nero was slain and that all had taken an oath to 
him as emperor, he laid aside the title of lieutenant, and took 
upon him that of Cxsar. Putting himself upon his march in 
his general’s cloak and a dagger hanging from his neck before 
his breait, he did not resume the toga until Nymphidius Sabinus, 
prefed of the pretorian guards at Rome, with the two lieu- 
tenants, Fonteius Capito in Germany, and Claudius Macer in 
Africa, who rose up in arms againit him, were all put down. 

12 

A rumour had been raised before his arrival, of his cruelty 
and avarice, in that he had punished some cities of Spain and 
Gaul, for not joining him at once, by the imposition of heavy 
taxes, and some by levelling their walls; and had put to death 
the governors and procurators with their wives and children: 
likewise that he had melted down a golden crown, of fifteen 
pounds weight, taken out of the temple of Jupiter, with which 
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he was presented by the people of Tarracona, and commanded 
that the three ounces which were wanting in the weight should 
be made good. This report of him was both confirmed and 
increased upon his entrance into the town. For when he would 
have compelled some seamen, who had been taken from the 
fleet and made full and lawful soldiers by Nero, to return to 
their former condition: and they obstinately refused to do so, 
as they clung to their eagles and Standards, he not only dis- 
persed them by a body of horse, but likewise decimated them. 
Likewise he disbanded a cohort of Germans which had been 
formed by the preceding emperors for their bodyguard, and 
by many good proofs found moSt trustworthy; and without 
rewarding them in any way for their service, he sent them back 
to their own country, pretending that they were more inclined 
to favour the advancement of Cneius Dolabella, near whose 
gardens they encamped, than his own. The following ridiculous 
Stories were also told of him, but whether truly or falsely, I 
know not; such as, that when a more plentiful supper than 
usual was served up, he gave a great groan; that when one of 
the Stewards presented him with an account of his expenses, 
he reached him a dish of legumes from his table as a reward 
for his care and dUigence; and when Canus, the piper, had 
pleased him greatly by his playing, he beStowed prodigally 
upon him, with his own hand, five denarii from his private 
purse. 

13 

His advent in the City, therefore, was not highly welcome; 
and this appeared at the next public spedtacle. For when the 
aiStors in a farce began a well-known song with this verse, 

Venit, io, Simus a villa: 

Lo! Clod pate from his village comes, 

the spedators with one accord sung out the reSt, repeating and 
ading the firSt verse several times over. 

14 

Thus he assumed the empire with more favour and 
authority than he adminidered it, although he gave many proofs 
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of being an excellent prince; but these were not as acceptable 
to the people as his faults were ofFensive. He was ruled by three 
favourites who, because they lived in the palace, and were con- 
stantly at his elbow, were commonly called his pedagogues. 
These were Titus Vinius who had been his lieutenant in Spain, 
a man insatiably covetous; Cornelius Laco who, from an as- 
sessor to the prince, was advanced to be prefed of the pre- 
torian guards, a person of intolerable arrogance and indolent 
as well; and his freedman Icelus, dignified a little before with 
the privilege of wearing the gold ring and the use of the cog- 
nomen Martianus, who looked nov/ for the highest honour 
within the reach of any person of the equestrian order, namely 
the command of the pretorian guards. Unto these men, I say, 
playing their parts and committing outrages correspondent to 
their different vices, he yielded his will wholly, and this was so 
much abused by them that he followed no consistent line of 
condud but was variable always; at one time he was more pre- 
cise and parsimonious, at another, more remiss and extravagant 
than became a prince eleded by the people, and so far advanced 
in years. Some men of the firSt rank in the senatorian and eques- 
trian orders, he condemned upon the leaSt suspicion and with- 
out a hearing. The freedom of the city he seldom granted to 
anyone. The privilege of immunity due to those who had three 
children, he gave only to one or two at the moSl; and that re- 
ludantly and for a limited time. When the judges made suit 
to have a sixth decury added to their number, he not only 
denied them flatly, but abolished the vacation which had been 
granted them by Claudius. 


15 

It was thought that he also purposed to reduce the offices 
held by senators and men of the equeftrian order to a term of 
two years’ continuance; and to beftow them only on those who 
were unwilling to accept and had refused them. All the do- 
nations of Nero he revoked, saving only the tenth part of 
them. For this purpose he gave a commission to fifty Roman 
knigh ts with orders, that if players or wrestlers had sold what 
had been formerly given them, it should be exacted from the 
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purchasers, since the others, having no doubt spent the money, 
were not in a position to pay. But on the other hand, he 
suffered his attendants and freedmen to sell or give away the 
revenue of the ^tate, or immunities from taxes, and to punish 
the innocent, or pardon criminals, at their pleasure. Nay, when 
the Roman people called upon him, in the name of juilice, to 
execute Halotus and Tigellinus, who of all the instruments of 
Nero had wrought the moSt mischief, he protected them, and 
even advanced Halotus to a moSt honourable procuratorship: 
and in the behalf of Tigellinus rebuked the people by procla- 
mation for their cruelty to him. 

16 

Having thereby given offence and displeasure to all orders 
of the people, he incurred the especial hatred of the soldiery. 
For their commanders having promised them in his name a 
donative larger than usual upon their taking the oath to him 
before his arrival at Rome, he would not ratify and make it 
good, but frequently bragged that it was his cuStom to choose 
his soldiers, not buy them. By this means the troops in all 
quarters became incensed at him. He Struck fear into the hearts 
of the pretorian guards by threats of danger and by offering 
them indignities: namely, by removing and displacing moSt of 
them one after another, as suspeded persons, and adherents of 
Nymphidius. But the forces in Higher Germany grumbled and 
fumed most of all, for being defrauded of their rewards for 
services performed againSt the Gauls under Vindex. They 
were the firSt, therefore, to break out into open revolt, and 
upon new year’s day refused to take any oath of allegiance 
except to the senate; and they immediately dispatched am- 
bassadors to the pretorian troops to acquaint them with their 
displeasure with an emperor who had been set up in Spain, and 
their desire that they themselves should eledt one whom all 
the armies in general might allow and approve. 

17 

When he received this news, supposing that he was held 
in contempt not so much on account of his advanced age as 
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for his childless eitate, he presently singled out of a thick throng 
of young persons of rank that came to salute him, Piso Frugi 
Licinianus, a youth of noble blood and excellent parts, for 
whom he had in the pail conceived such an afiFecflionate regard 
that he had appointed him in his will the heir both of his eilate 
and name: him he now called son, presented to the pretorian 
camp and adopted before a large assembly. But of the afore- 
said donative he vouchsafed not a word; and this circumitance 
miniilered to the purpose of Marcus Salvius Otho by providing 
him with a better occasion to accomplish his enterprise, six 
days after the adoption. 

i8 

Many marvellous prodigies, occuring continually from the 
very beginning of his reign, had given portent of the end that 
ensued. In every town through which he passed in his way 
from Spain to Rome, vidtims were slain on the right and left 
of the roads; and one of these, which was a bull, being maddened 
with the stroke of the axe, broke the rope with which it was 
tied and running straight againA his chariot, with his forefeet 
elevated, bespattered him with blood. Likewise, as he was alight- 
ing, one of the guard, being pushed forward by the throng, had 
very nearly wounded him with his lance. As he entered into 
the city of Rome and passed on to the palace, he was greeted 
by an earthquake and a noise resembling the lowing of a bea^l. 
But there followed greater and more fearful prodigies ftill. 
Out of all his treasures he had seleded a necklace of pearls and 
precious Clones, to adorn his ilatue of Fortune at Tusculum. 
But it suddenly striking him that the jewel deserved a more 
^lately and sacred place, he consecrated it to the Capitoline 
Venus; and next night, he dreamt that Fortune appeared to 
him, complaining that she had been defrauded of the present 
intended her and threatening to resume what she had given him. 
Terrified by this vision, at break of day he sent forward some 
persons to Tusculum, to make preparations for a sacrifice in 
expiation of his offence; and when he himself reached the place, 
he found nothing but some hot embers upon the altar hearth 
and an old man in black ^landing by, holding a little incense 
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in a glass and some wine in an earthen cup. It was observed, 
also, that while he was sacrificing upon the calends of January, 
the crown fell from his head; and upon his consulting the 
pullets for omens, they flew away. Further, upon the day of 
his adopting Piso, when he was to address the soldiers, the seat 
which he used upon those occasions, through the negled of 
his attendants, was not placed according to cudom upon his 
tribunal; and in the senate house, his curule chair was set with 
the back forward. 

19 

As he was offering sacrifice on the morning of the day he 
was slain, the augur warned him from time to time to beware 
of danger, for murderers were not far off. Not long after- 
wards, he learned that Otho was in possession of the pretorian 
camp. And though mod of his friends advised him to go 
thither with all speed, in order that he might, by his presence 
and authority, prevail over the rebels, he resolved to do no more 
than keep close within the palace and secure himself by guards 
of the legionary soldiers who were quartered in different parts 
about the city. He put on a linen coat of mail, however, al- 
though he acknowledged that it would avail him little againd 
so many sword points. But being tempted out by false reports, 
which the conspirators had purposely spread to induce him to 
venture abroad, while some few about him rashly affirmed that 
all was dispatched, the rebels defeated, and the red coming to 
congratulate him, ready to do all the obsequious service they 
could: he went forward to meet them with so much confidence, 
that upon a soldier’s boading that he had killed Otho, he asked 
him, "by whose authority?” and proceeded as far as the forum. 
There the knights appointed to kill him, making their way 
through the crowd of citizens, upon seeing him at a didance, 
halted a while; after which, galloping up to him, they slew him 
outright, forsaken as he was by all his followers. 

20 

Some report that upon their fird approach, he cried out: 
"What mean ye, my fellow soldiers? I am yours, and you are 
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mine,” and withal promised to pay the donative. But many 
more have written that he himself offered his throat, saying, 
"do your work, and strike, since you have come for it.” It 
is a Grange thing, that of all those who were at hand, not one 
attempted to help the emperor; and all who were sent for dis- 
regarded the summons except a troop of Germans. They, in 
remembrance of his late kindness in showing them particular 
attention during a sickness which raged in the camp, hastened 
to the rescue, but too late; for, being not well acquainted with 
the town, they had taken a wrong turn and were retarded. He 
was slain near the Curtian Lake and there left, until a common 
soldier returning from the receipt of his allowance of corn, 
throwing down the load which he carried, cut off his head. 
Being unable to catch hold of it by the hair (for he was quite 
bald), he hid it in the bosom of his garment; and afterwards 
thrust his thumb into the mouth and so brought it to Otho, 
who gave it to the scullions, lackeys, and varlets that follow 
the camp; and they, sticking it upon a spear, carried it with 
scornful jefts about the camp, crying out as they went along, 
“Galba, thou lovely Cupid, take thy time, and make use of 
thy fresh and youthful years.” They were provoked to these 
pranks by a report spread a few days before, that, upon some 
one’s commending his person as ^ill fair and vigorous, he made 
answer, "my strength, as yet, has suffered no decay.” A freed- 
man of Patrobius’s, who himself had belonged to Nero’s family, 
bought the head from them at the price of a hundred pieces of 
gold, and flung it into the very place where, by Galba’s order, 
his patron had been executed. At length, (late though it was) 
his steward Argius buried it, with the trunk of his body, in 
his own gardens near the Aurelian Way. 

21 

He was of full stature, bald, with grey eyes, and an aquiline 
nose. His hands and feet, by reason of the gout, had grown 
exceedingly m i ssha pen; insomuch that he could neither wear 
a shoe, nor turn over the leaves of a book nor even so much as 
hold it. He had likewise an excrescence in his right side, which 
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hung down to that degree that it was with difficulty kept up 
by a bandage. 

22 

He is reported to have been a great eater. For in winter 
he used to eat before daylight; and at supper, to be served so 
plentifully, that he had the fragments which were left gathered 
together into heaps and di^ributed among those that itood in 
attendance. He was given much to an unnatural luft for the 
male sex and such of them, too, as were old. It is said that in 
Spain, when Icelus, an old catamite of his, brought him the 
news of Nero’s death, he not only kissed him tenderly in the 
sight of all but entreated him to remove all impediments and 
then took him aside into a private apartment. 

He died in the seventy-third year of his age and the seventh 
month of his reign. The senate, as soon as they could with 
safety, ordered a ftatue to be ereded for him upon the naval 
column in that part of the forum where he was slain; but 
Vespasian repealed the decree upon a suspicion that he had sent 
murderers out of Spain into Judea to make away with him. 


MARCUS SALVIUS OTHO 


I 

The ancestors of Otho derived their origin in the town of 
Ferentum, of an ancient and honourable family, indeed one of 
the nobleit in Etruria. His grandfather, M. Salvius Otho (whose 
father was a Roman knight, but whose mother was of low 
birth, it being uncertain whether she was freeborn or no) , by 
the favour of Livia Augusta, in whose house he had his edu- 
cation, was made a senator but never rose higher than the pre- 
torship. His father, Lucius Otho, was by the mother’s side of 
noble blood, allied to several great families and so dearly be- 
loved by Tiberius, and so like him in features, that moft people 
believed he was his son. He managed mo^t severely, not only 
the city offices, but the proconsulship of Africa and some ex- 
traordinary commands in the army. He ventured so far as to 
put to death some soldiers in Illyricum, who, in the tumults en- 
gendered by Camillus, upon changing their minds, had put 
their generals to the sword, as authors of the revolt againft 
Claudius. And this execution he ordered to take place under 
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his own eyes, in the front of the camp; notwithstanding that 
he knew they had been advanced to higher ranks in the army 
by Claudius on that very account. By this adtion he grew in 
glory as he decreased in favour. And yet he soon recovered the 
latter, by discovering to Claudius a design upon his life, con- 
ceived by a Roman knight, which he had learnt from some of 
his slaves. For this the senate endowed him with an honour 
most rare and seldom accorded: to wit, that a Statue of him 
should be ereded in the palace; and Claudius admitted him to 
the patrician rank, praising him at the same time in the warmest 
terms and adding these words: "He is a man than whom I 
would not wish, I assure you, to have better children of my 
own.” Of Albia Terentia, a very noble woman, he had two 
sons, namely, Lucius Titianus and a younger called Marcus, who 
had the same cognomen as himself. He had also a daughter, 
whom he contraded to Drusus, Germanicus’s son, before she 
was of marriageable age. 

2 A.U.C. 785 

The emperor Otho was born upon the fourth of the 
calends of May in the consulship of Camillus Aruntius and 
Domitius ^Enobarbus. From his earliest youth he was riotous, 
wild, and wanton; insomuch that his father often scourged 
him well and soundly for it. He was reported to run about in 
the night time and when he met anyone either feeble or drunk, 
to lay hold of him and toss him up in a blanket. After his 
father’s death he paid court to a freedwoman about the palace 
who was in great favour and pretended to be in love with her, 
as the better means of winning her as his mistress, although she 
was old and almost decrepit. By her means winding himself 
into the favour of Nero, he easily became one of the principal 
favourites, such was the congruence of their humour and dis- 
position; and, as some say, by the reciprocal praftice of bodily 
pollution. He waxed so powerful at court that when a man of 
consular rank was condemned for bribery, he arranged with 
him, for a large sum of money, to procure his pardon; and 
who, before this was quite effeded, scrupled not to introduce 
him into the senate to show his gratitude. 
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Being now, as he was, admitted to all the counsels and 
secret designs of Nero, he, to avert all manner of suspicion, 
upon the day which Nero had appointed for the murdering 
of his mother, entertained them both at supper in the kinder 
and moft exquisite manner. Likewise, Poppasa Sabina, whom 
Nero had taken from her husband and committed in the mean- 
while to him for safekeeping until he could put away Odtavia, he 
received under colour of a marriage: and not content with alien- 
ating her heart from Nero and possessing himself of her body, 
he loved her so entirely that he could not endure Nero himself 
as his rival. It is certainly believed that he not only sent back 
those who were sent by Nero to fetch her, but also that he 
kept Nero himself without doors, landing there cooling his 
heels and mingling threats and prayers as he vainly demanded 
the return of that which had been entrusted to his keeping. 
The mock marriage, therefore, being dissolved, he was sent out 
of the way under pretense of an embassage to Lusitania. This 
punishment was thought sufBicient, because harsher measures 
might have brought the whole comedy to light: notwithAand- 
ing this secrecy, it came out and was caA abroad in the follow- 
ing diAich: 

You ask why Otho’s banish’d? Know, the catise 
Comes not within the verge of vulgar laws. 

Against all rules of fashionable life. 

The rogue had dared to sleep with his own wife. 

He governed the province in the quality of queAor for ten 
years with singular moderation and equity. 

4 

As occasion and opportunity of revenge was oflFered at 
length, he was the firA that combined with Galba in his at- 
tempts; and at the same time also conceived hope of the empire. 
To this he was much encouraged by the Aate of the times, but 
Aill more by the words of Seleucus the AArologer who, having 
formerly told him that he would certainly outlive Nero, came 
to him at that jundture unexpedtedly, promising him again that 
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he should succeed to the empire and that in a very short time. 
He, therefore, omitted no kind of obsequious ofi&ce that would 
miniver to his power, even to the very meaner. As often as he 
entertained Galba at supper, he would deal out to every man 
of the cohort which attended the emperor on guard, a piece of 
gold; and no less careful was he to place under obligation to 
him one way or another the reft of the soldiers. Being chosen 
an arbitrator by one who had a dispute with his neighbour 
about a piece of land, he bought it and gave it him; so that now 
almoft everybody thought and said, that he was the only man 
worthy of succeeding to the empire. 

5 

Moreover he had fed himself with the hope of being 
adopted by Galba and looked for it daily; but finding himself 
disappointed, by Piso’s being preferred before him, he turned 
his thoughts to gaining his purpose by violence; and to this he 
was driven not only by his resentment at Galba’s condud but 
by the fad that he was deeply in debt. For he did not conceal 
his convidion, “that he could not ftand his ground unless he 
became emperor, and that it signified nothing whether he fell 
by the hands of his enemies in the field, or his creditors in the 
forum.” He had a few days before squeezed out of one of the 
emperor’s slaves a million of sefterces for procuring him a 
ftewardship; and this was the whole fund he had for carrying 
on so great an enterprise. At firft the design was entrufted 
to only five of the guard, but afterwards to ten others, each 
of the five naming two. They had every one ten thousand 
sefterces paid down and were promised fifty thousand more. By 
these, others were drawn in, but not many; as if they had no 
doubt, but presumed confidently that when the matter came 
to the crisis, they should have enough to join them. 

6 

His firft intention was, immediately after the departure 
of Piso, to seize the camp and fall upon Galba while he sat at 
supper in the palace; but out of regard for the cohort which at 
that time kept guard he reftrained himself, left he should bring 
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too great odium upon it; because it happened that the same 
cohort was on guard before both when Caius was slain and 
Nero deserted. For some time afterwards, he was retrained 
also by scruples about the omens, and by the advice of Seleucus. 
Upon the day fixed at laA for the enterprise, having given his 
accomphces notice to wait for him in the forum near the temple 
of Saturn, at the gilded milestone, he went in the morning to 
pay his respeds to Galba; and saluting him with a kiss as usual, 
he attended him at sacrifice and heard the predidions of the 
augur. A freedman of his then brought liim word that the 
architeds were come, which was the signal agreed upon, where- 
upon he withdrew as if it were to view a house upon sale and 
went out by a back door of the palace to the place appointed. 
Some saj'^ that he feigned an ague fit and ordered those about 
him to make that excuse for him, if he was inquired after. 
Being then quickly hidden in a woman’s litter, he made the 
bed of his way for the camp. But the bearers growing tired, 
he got out and began to run; his shoes becoming loose, he 
dopped again, but being immediately raised by his attendants 
upon their shoulders and unanimously saluted by the title of 
Emperor, he came amidd auspicious acclamations and drawn 
swords into the Principia of the camp; all who met him joining 
in the cavalcade, as if they had been privy to the conspiracy. 
Upon this, after he had dispatched some soldiers to kill both 
Galba and Piso, he said nothing else in his address to the soldiers 
to win their hearts than these few words: “I shall be content 
with whatever ye think fit to leave me.” 

7 

As the day drew toward evening, he entered the senate, 
and briefly laying before them an account of his proceeding, 
pretending that he had been seized in the dreets, and compelled 
to take the Empire upon him, which he would adminider ac- 
cording to their will and pleasure, he retired to the palace. Be- 
sides other compliments which he received from those who 
congratulated and flattered him, he was called Nero by the 
mob, and gave no sign at all that he repudiated the title. Nay, 
some authors relate, that he used it in his ofiicial ads and the 
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firft letters he sent to the governors of provinces. Certain it is, 
that he suffered all his images and ^atues to be replaced, and 
restored his procurators and freedmen to their former offices. 
And the firft writing which he signed as emperor, was a promise 
of fifty millions of sefterces to finish Nero’s golden house. It 
is said that he was that night greatly frightened in his sleep, 
and groaned loudly; and being found, by those who came 
running in to see what ailed him, lying upon the floor before 
his bed, he strove by every kind of atonement to appease the 
ghoft of Galba, by which he had been thrust out of bed. The 
next day, as he was taking the omens, a great ^orm arose, 
whereupon he took a grievous fall, and muttered to himself 
from time to time: 

What business have I the long trumpets to sound! 

8 

About the same time, the armies in Germany took an oath 
of allegiance to Vitellius as emperor. Upon hearing of this, he 
proposed to the senate to send thither deputies, to inform them 
that a prince had been already chosen and to exhort them to 
peace and a good understanding; yet by letters and messages 
he offered Vitellius an equal share in the Empire and his daughter 
in marriage. But a war being now unavoidable and the generals 
and troops sent forward by Vitellius advancing, he had a proof 
of the attachment and fidelity of the pretorian guards, which 
had nearly proved fatal to the senatorian order. It had been 
decreed that some arms should be given out of the Stores and 
conveyed to the fleet by the marine troops. While they were 
employed in fetching these from the camp in the night, some 
of the guards suspeding treachery, raised a tumult; and sudden- 
ly the whole body, without any of their officers at their head, 
ran to the palace, demanding that the entire senate should be 
put to the sword; and having repulsed some of the tribunes 
who endeavoured to Stop them, and slain others, they broke, all 
bloody as they were, into the banquet room, inquiring for the 
emperor; nor would they quit the place until they had seen 
him. He now entered upon his expedition againSt Vitellius with 
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great alacrity, but with too great haite and without any care 
at all for the ominous portents. For the Ancilia had been taken 
out of the temple of Mars for the usual procession, and were 
not yet replaced; during which interval it had of old been 
looked upon as very unfortunate to embark upon any enter- 
prise. He likewise set forward upon the very day when the 
worshippers of the Mother of the Gods begin their lamentations 
and wailing. Besides these, other unfavourable omens attended 
him. For, in a vidim offered to Father Dis, he found the signs 
such as upon all other occasions are regarded as lucky; whereas, 
in that sacrifice, the contrary intimations are judged the mod 
propitious. At his fird setting forward he was dopped by 
inundations of the Tiber; and at twenty miles’ didance from 
the city found the road blocked up by the fall of houses. 

9 

With equal rashness, though it was generally thought good 
policy to protrad the war as the enemy were didressed as well 
by famine as by the draitness of their quarters, he yet resolved 
to hazard the fortune of the field with all speed; whether from 
impatience of prolonged uncertainty and in the hope of bring- 
ing matters to an issue before the arrival of Vitellius, or because 
he could not redrain his soldiers who were hot for battle. Yet 
he was not present at any conflid that ensued, but dayed be- 
hind at Brizellum. He was vidorious in three slight skirmishes, 
near the Alps, about Placentia, and a place called Cador’s; but 
in the lad and greated battle, at Bedriacum, he lod the day, 
and was vanquished by a treacherous dratagem of the enemy; 
for, some hopes of a conference being given, and the soldiers 
being drawn up to hear the conditions of peace declared, very 
unexpededly, and in the midd of their mutual salutations, they 
were obliged to dand to their arms. Upon this misfortune, he 
meditated making an end of himself draightway, rather from 
shame, as many think, and not without reason, at persiding in 
a druggie for the empire at so great a jeopardy to the date 
and so many lives, than from despair or didrud of his troops. 
For he had dill in reserve and in full force, those whom he had 
kept about him for a second trial of his fortune, and others 
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were coining up from Dalmatia, Pannonia, and Moesia; nor 
were the troops lately defeated so far dejeded as not to be 
ready, even of themselves, to undergo all risks in order to wipe 
out their recent discomfiture. 


lO 

My father, Suetonius Lenis, served in this battle in the 
quality of an anguiticlavian tribune in the thirteenth legion. 
He used frequently to say that Otho, before his advancement 
to the empire, had such an abhorrence of civil war that once, 
when some person related at the table the end of Cassius and 
Brutus, he fell a-quaking and trembling; and that he never 
would have interfered with Galba, but that he was confident 
of succeeding in his enterprise without a war; moreover, that 
he was then moved to a contempt of this life by the example 
of a common soldier who, having brought word of the over- 
throw of the army and finding that he met with no credit but 
was charged with lying and cowardice, as if he had run away 
from the field of battle, fell upon his sword at the emperor’s 
feet; upon the sight of which, my father said that Otho cried 
out, “that he would no more expose to danger such brave men, 
who had deserved so well at his hands.” Advising, therefore, 
his brother, his brother’s son, and the re^t of his friends, to 
provide for their security in the beft manner they could, after 
he had embraced and kissed them, he sent them away; and then 
withdrawing into a private room by himself, he wrote a letter 
of consolation to his sifter, and one also to Messalina, Nero’s 
widow, whom he had intended to marry, committing to her 
the care of his relics and memory. He then burnt all the letters 
which he had by him to prevent the danger and mischief that 
might otherwise befall the writers from the conqueror. And 
that ftore of ready money which he had, he diftributed among 
his domeftics. 


II 

Being now prepared and fully resolved to die, he was in- 
duced to delay dispatching himself, by reason of a great tumult 
which had broken out in the camp. Finding that some of the 
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soldiers who had attempted to slip away had been seized and 
detained as traitors, "let us add,” said he, “this night to our 
life.” These were his very words. He then gave orders that no 
violence should be oflfered to anyone; and keeping his chamber- 
door open until late at night, he allowed all who pleased the 
hberty to come and see him. At lait, having allayed his thirft 
with a draught of cold water, he took up two poniards, and 
having tefted the sharpness of both of them, put one under his 
pillow; and shutting his chamber door, slept very soundly, 
until, awaking about break of day, he ftabbed himself under 
the left pap. At the firft groan that he gave, some servants 
broke in, whereat he at one time covered and at another exposed 
his wound to the view of the bystanders, and thus yielded up 
his vital breath. His funeral was hastily performed according 
to his own order, in the thirty-eighth year of his age, and 
ninety-fifth day of his reign. 


12 

The person and aspect of Otho was not in agreement with 
the great spirit and courage which he displayed on this occasion; 
for he is said to have been of low Stature, splayfooted, and 
bandylegged. In his attire he was, however, as nice as any 
woman; the hair on his body he plucked out by the roots; and 
because he was somewhat bald, he wore a kind of peruke, so 
perfedtly fitted to his head tliat nobody could have known it 
for such. He used to shave every day and rub his face with 
soaked bread, the use of which he began when the down firSt 
appeared upon his chin, to prevent his having any beard. It is 
said, moreover, that he celebrated publicly the sacred rites of 
Isis, clad in a linen garment such as is used by the worshippers 
of that goddess. These things, I think likely, caused the world 
to wonder the more that his death was so little consonant with 
his life. Many of the soldiers who were present, kissing and 
bedewing with their tears his hands and feet as he lay dead, 
and commending him as "a moft gallant man, and an incom- 
parable emperor”, immediately put an end to their own lives 
upon the spot, not far from his funeral pile. Many of those 
likewise who were at a diAance, upon hearing the news of his 
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death, in the anguish of their hearts began fighting among 
themselves until they had slain one another. To conclude: moft 
of those who, in his life time, had cursed and detefted him, 
now that he was dead praised him highly; so that it came to 
be a common saying, “that Galba was slain by him, not so much 
that he aspired to be sovereign ruler himself as because he 
desired to restore to the people of Rome the freedom they 
had loft.” 



AULUS VITELLIUS 


I 

Concerning the origin of the Vitellian family, many 
difiFerent accoimts are written; some report it to be ancient 
and noble, others recent and obscure, nay even base. These 
several reports, I am inclined to believe, were cait about by the 
flatterers and detractors of Vitellius, after he became emperor. 
There is extant a memoir addressed by Quintus Eulogius to 
Quintus Vitellius, queftor to the Divine Augustus, in which it 
is said that the Vetellii were descended from Faunus, king of 
the aborigines, and Vitellia, who was worshipped in many places 
as a goddess, and that they reigned formerly over the whole 
of Latium: that all who were left of the family moved from the 
country of the Sabines to Rome, and were enrolled among the 
patricians; that some monuments of the family continued a 
long time, such as the Vitellian Way, reaching from the Jani- 
culum to the sea, and likewise a colony of that name which, at 
a very remote period of time, they desired leave from the 
government to defend againit the ^Equicolae, with a force raised 
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by their own family only: also that, in the time of the war 
with the Samnites, some of the Vitellii who went with the 
troops levied for the security of Apulia, settled at Nuceria, and 
their descendants, a long time afterwards, returned again to 
Rome, and were admitted into the patrician order. On the 
other hand, the generality of writers say that the founder of 
the family was a freedman. Cassius Severus and some others 
relate that he was likewise a cobbler, whose son having made 
a considerable fortune by agencies and dealings in confiscated 
property, begot, by a common trumpet, daughter of one 
Antiochus, a baker, a child who afterwards became a Roman 
knight. This dissonance of opinions I submit to my readers, who 
may believe what they will. 

2 A.U.C. 785 

Certain it is, that Publius Vitellius, of Nuceria, whether 
of an ancient family or of mean parentage, was a Roman knight 
and a procurator to Augustus. He left behind him four sons, 
all men of very high quality, who had the same cognomen but 
the different prenomina of Aulus, Quintus, Publius, and Lucius. 
Aulus died during his consulship, which dignity he bore jointly 
with Domitius, the father of Nero Caesar, He was a man of 
very luxurious taftes and much spoken of for his magnificent 
banquets. Quintus was displaced from his senator’s e^ate, when, 
upon a motion made by Tiberius, a decree was passed that all 
such senators as were thought incompetent should be culled out 
and removed. Publius, an intimate friend and companion of 
Germanicus, prosecuted his enemy and murderer, Cneius Piso, 
and procured sentence again^ him. After he had been made 
pretor, being arrefted among the accomplices of Sejanus and 
delivered into the hands of his brother to be confined in his 
house, he opened a vein with a penknife, intending to bleed 
himself to death; but afterwards, not so much from repenting 
the resolution he had made as to comply with the entreaties of 
his friends, he suffered his woimd to be bound up and cured. 
He died a natural death, however, during his imprisonment. 

Lucius, after his consulship, was made governor of Syria 
and by his politic management not only brought Artabanus, 
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king of the Parthians, to give him an interview but to worship 
the standards of the Roman legions. He afterwards filled two 
ordinary consulships and also the censorship jointly with the 
emperor Claudius. While that prince was absent upon his ex- 
pedition into Britain, he also had the charge of the whole 
Empire. He was a harmless person, honeft and industrious, 
howbeit blemished with a very bad name because of the love he 
bore an abandoned freedwoman, whose spittle, mixed with 
honey, he used as a remedy, anointing his throat and jaws with 
it, and that not privately nor seldom but daily and in public. 
He was besides much given to flattery and it was he who, by 
his example, gave rise to the worship of Caius Csesar as a god; 
for, upon his return from Syria, he would not presume to come 
into his presence otherwise than with his head covered, turning 
himself about and then falling prostrate before his feet. And 
because he would omit no artificial means to curry favour with 
Claudius, a prince entirely in the thrall of his wife and freed- 
men, he begged of Messalina, as if it were the greater gift she 
could beftow upon him, that she would have the grace to permit 
him to remove her shoes; and the right shoe, which he had drawn 
off, he carried about him conftantly betwixt his toga and his 
tunic and from time to time would take it out and kiss it 
vehemently. He likewise worshipped golden images of Narcissus 
and Pallas among his household gods. It was he who, when 
Claudius exhibited the secular games, mingled with his con- 
gratvJations this expression, "may you often do the same.” He 
died of palsy the next day after he was taken down with it: 
leaving behind him two sons, whom he had by his wife, Sextilia, 
a woman highly eiteemed for her virtue, and of noble descent. 
He lived to see them both consuls the same year and during 
the whole year also; the younger succeeding the elder for the 
laft six months. The senate honoured him after his decease 
with a funeral at the public expense and with a statue in the 
roftra, which had this inscription upon the base: "One who 
was fteadfaft in his loyalty to the prince.” 

3 

The emperor Aulus Vitellius, son of this Lucius, was born 
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upon the eighth of the calends of Odober or, as some say, upon 
the seventh of the ides of September, in the consulship of 
Drusus Caesar and Norbanus Flaccus. His nativity, as foretold 
by the adrologers, inspired his parents with such horror, that 
his father endeavoured in every way possible to prevent his 
being sent governor into any of the provinces, while he was 
alive: and his mother, when he was sent to the legions in Ger- 
many by Galba, and also when he became emperor, at once 
lamented him as ruined forever. His childhood and youth he 
spent at Capri, among the trumpets and catamites that Tiberius 
kept there; and he was himself condantly hailed by the name 
of Spintria, (those devisers of unnatural lewdnesses) and it was 
thought that by suffering the abuse of his own body by the 
emperor he had secured his father’s advancement. 

4 

In the subsequent years of his life, Gained as he was with 
all manner of shameful villainies, he waxed very powerful at 
court, having grown into familiar acquaintance with Caius 
Caligula because of his love of chariot-running and with 
Claudius for his affedtion toward dice play. But he was in even 
greater favour with Nero, not only for these same things, but 
because of a special service which he had performed for him. 
For, when Nero presided in the games instituted by himself, 
though he was extremely desirous to perform among the 
harpers, yet his modeSty would not permit him, notwithstand- 
ing the people entreated much for it; and upon his leaving the 
theatre, Vitellius pretended to be an ambassador sent at the 
earnest wish of the people and so brought him in the end to 
yield to their entreaties. 

5 

By the favour of these three princes he was not only 
advanced to the highest offices of State, but to the greatest digni- 
ties of the sacred order; after which he held the proconsulship 
of Africa and had the superintendence of the public works, in 
which appointment his condu<3:, and hence his reputation, were 
very different. For he governed the province during two years 
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with singular integrity; and in the latter year he aded as 
deputy to his brother, who succeeded him. But in his ofSce in 
the city, he was said to have secretly stolen the gifts and orna- 
ments of the temples and to have exchanged brass and tin for 
gold and silver. 

6 

He took to wife Petronia, the daughter of a man of con- 
sular rank, by whom he had a son, blind in one eye, who was 
called Petronianus. The mother being willing to appoint this 
youth her heir upon condition that he should be released from 
his father’s authority, he discharged him accordingly; but 
shortly after, as was believed, murdered him, charging him with 
a design upon his life and pretending that he had, from con- 
sciousness of his guilt, drank the poison he had prepared for 
his father. Soon afterwards, he married Galeria Fundana, the 
daughter of a man of pretorian rank, by whom he had both 
sons and daughters; but one of the male children had such an 
impediment in his speech and hammered so excessively that he 
was little better than if he had been dumb. 

7 A.U.C. 821 

He was sent by Galba into Lower Germany, contrary to 
his expectation. It is supposed that he was furthered in this 
appointment by the interest of Titus Junius, a man very mighty 
in those days: whose friendship he had long before gained by 
favouring the same set of charioteers with him in the Circensian 
games. But Galba openly declared that none were less to be 
feared than those who thought of nothing but their victuals 
and that even his hungry belly and greedy appetite muA be 
satisfied with the plenty of that province; so that it was evi- 
dent he was chosen more out of contempt than because of any 
especial grace. Certain it is, that when he was to set out he 
had no money for the expense of his journey; he being at that 
time so much Araitened in his circumstances that he was ob- 
liged to put his wife and children, whom he left at Rome, into 
a poor lodging which he hired for them, in order that he might 
let his own house for the remainder of the year; and he took 
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from his mother’s ear a pearl, which he pawned to defray his 
expenses on the road. A crowd of creditors who were waiting 
to ftop him, and among them the people of Sineussa and Formia 
whose taxes he had converted to his own use, he got rid of by 
terrifying them with the apprehension of false charges: suing 
one of them, a certain freedman, who was very noisy in de- 
manding a debt of him, under pretence that he had kicked 
him; which adion he would not withdraw, until he had wrung 
from the freedman fifty thousand sederces. 

Upon his arrival in the province, the army, which was 
disaffeded to Galba and eager to revolt, received him with open 
arms as a gift of the gods; for he was the son of a man who 
had been thrice consul, he was in the prime and flower of life, 
and of an easy, prodigal disposition. This opinion, which had 
been long entertained of him, Vitellius confirmed by some late 
proofs; kissing all the common soldiers whom he met with all 
along the road and showing himself courteous and affable in 
the inns and dables, even to the muleteers and travellers; asking 
them in a morning if they had got their breakfads and letting 
them see, by belching, that he had got his. 

8 A.U.C. 822 

Now when he came into the camp he denied no man’s 
suit; nay, he pardoned all who dood under sentence, or were 
in disgrace of any kind. Whereupon, before one month had 
passed, without resped to the day or season, he was called by 
the soldiers out of his bedchamber, although it was evening, 
and he in undress, and unanimously saluted by the name of 
Emperor. He was then carried round the mod considerable 
towns in the neighbourhood, with the sword of the Divine 
Julius in his hand, which had been taken by some person out 
of the temple of Mars and presented to him when he was fird 
saluted. Nor did he return to the pretorium until his dining 
room was in flames from the chimney’s taking fire. Upon this 
accident, all being in condernation at this adverse and ominous 
occurrence: “Be of good cheer!” he cried, "it shines brightly 
upon us.” And this was all he said to the soldiers. The army 
of the Upper Province likewise, which had before declared 
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againft Galba for the senate, joining in the proceedings, he very 
eagerly accepted the cognomen of Germanicus, oflFered him by 
the imanimous consent of both armies; but deferred assuming 
that of AuguAus and refused forever that of Csesar. 

9 

"When news came to him that Galba was slain, having 
settled his afiFairs in Germany he divided his troops into two 
bodies, intending to send one of them before him againit Otho 
and to follow with the other himself. The army he sent forward 
had a lucky omen: for suddenly an eagle came flying up to 
them on the right, and having hovered round the standards, 
flew gently before them on their road. But, on the other hand, 
when he began his own march, all the equeArian statues, which 
were eredted for him in several places, fell suddenly down with 
their legs broken; and the laurel crown which he had put on 
as emblematical of auspicious fortune, fell off his head into a 
river. Soon afterwards, at Vienne, in the province of Narboune 
as he was upon the tribunal adminiitering juitice, a cock 
perched upon his shoulder and afterwards upon his head. These 
prodigious sights prefigured an event correspondent thereto: 
for the empire which had been secured for him by his lieu- 
tenants he himself was not able to hold. 

10 

Of the vidory at Bedriacum and the death of Otho, he 
heard while he was yet in Gaul: and without the lead delay, 
by a single proclamation, he disbanded all the pretorian cohorts, 
as having, by their repeated treasons, set a dangerous example 
to the red of the army; their arms he commanded them to 
deliver to his tribunes. A hundred and twenty of them, under 
whose hands he had found petitions presented to Otho, for 
rewards of their service in the murder of Galba, he ordered to 
be sought out and executed. This was indeed a worthy and 
magnificent beginning of his reign and such as gave good hope 
of his proving an excellent prince, had he not managed his 
other affairs more in accordance with his own natural disposi- 
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tion and the course of his former life than with his majefty as 
an emperor. For, having begun his march, he rode through 
every city on his route in a triumphal fashion: and sailed down 
the great rivers in ships fitted moSt luxuriously and adorned 
with crowns of various kinds. He fared moft sumptuously 
at table, being served with all manner of dainty foods: ob- 
serving no discipline either of household servants or of soldiers, 
but turning all their outrages to mere jeits; and they, not con- 
tent with the provision everywhere made for them at the 
public expense, committed every kind of robbery and insult 
upon the inhabitants, setting slaves at liberty as they pleased, 
and if any dared to make resistance dealing blows and abuse, 
frequently wounds, and sometimes outright slaughter among 
them. 

When he reached the fields on which the battles were 
fought, some of those around him being horrified at the corrupt 
bodies of the dead, he had the audacity to encourage them with 
this accursed speech: “That an enemy slain had a very good 
smell, especially if he were a fellow citizen.” Howbeit, to quali- 
fy the ofiensiveness of the Stench, he quaffed in public a goblet 
of wine and with equal vanity and insolence distributed a large 
quantity of it among his troops. On beholding a Stone with 
an inscription upon it to the memory of Otho, he said, "it was 
a mausoleum good enough for such a prince.” He also sent the 
poniard, with which Otho killed himself, to the colony of 
Agrippina, to be dedicated to Mars. Upon the Appenine hills 
he celebrated a Bacchanalian feaSt. 

II 

At last he entered the city with trumpets blaring, in his 
general’s cloak, and girded with his sword, amid a display of 
Standards and banners; his attendants being all in the military 
habit, and the arms of the soldiers unsheathed. Ading more 
and more in flagrant disresped of all laws, both divine and 
human, he assumed the oflSce of Pontifex Maximus, upon the 
day of the defeat at the Allia; ordered the magistrates to be 
eleded for ten years of office; and made himself consul for life. 
And that no man might doubt what pattern he chose to follow 
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in his government of the empire, he made his offerings to the 
shade of Nero in the midA of the Campus Martius, and with a 
full assembly of the public priefts attending him. At a solemn 
entertainment he desired a harper who pleased the company 
much, to sing something in praise of Domitius; and upon his 
beginning some songs of Nero’s, he started up in presence of 
the whole assembly and could not refrain from leaping for joy 
and clapping his hands. 

12 

Having in this manner begun his rule, he administered his 
afFairs during the greater part of the time entirely according 
to the pleasure and advice of the vileSt among the players and 
charioteers, and especially of his freedman Asiaticus. This man 
had, when young, abused his own body with him in mutual 
filthiness; but afterwards, in loathing of that abominable vice, 
had run away. His maSter, some time after, finding him at 
Puteoli selling a sour liquor called Posca, made of water and 
vinegar, seized him and put him in chains, but soon released 
him, and kept him in his former relation. After which, being 
a second time offended with his contumacy and sullen behaviour, 
he sold him to a Strolling fencing maSler; and then, when the 
fellow was to have been brought up to play his part at the 
conclusion of an entertainment of gladiators, he suddenly 
carried him off and at length, upon his being advanced to the 
government of a province, gave him his freedom. The firSt 
day of his reign as he sat at supper, he dubbed him knight of 
Rome and gave him the gold ring: notwithstanding that, on the 
morning of the same day, when all about him entreated for 
that favour in his behalf, he professed the utmost abhorrence of 
casting so foul a blot on the equestrian order. 

13 

He was given moSt of all to excessive feeding and to 
cruelty. He always ate three meals a day, sometimes four: 
breakfast, dinner, supper, and a drunken revel after all; which 
he was able to bear very well, by reason of regular vomiting. 
His manner was to send word that he would breakfaSt with one 
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friend, dine with another, etc., and all in one day. None ever 
entertained him at a coA of less than four hundred thousand 
sefterces. The mo^t notorious one of all was a set banquet given 
him by his brother at which, it is said, there were served up 
no less than two thousand choice fishes and seven thousand 
birds. Yet even this feait, sumptuous as it was, he himself 
svurpassed at one he gave upon the firit use of a dish which had 
been made for him and which, for its extraordinary size, he 
called "The Shield of Minerva.” In this dish there were tossed 
up together the livers of charfish, the brains of pheasants and 
peacocks, with the tongues of flamingos, and the entrails of 
lampreys, all of which had been brought in ships of war as far 
as from the Carpathian Sea and the Spanish Straits. He was 
not only a man of prodigious appetite, but he would gratify it 
likewise at unseasonable times, and with any gross Auff that 
came in his way; so that, at a sacrifice, he would snatch from 
the fire flesh and cakes and devour them on the spot. When he 
travelled, he would ilop at every inn along the road and fall 
to viands piping hot, or cold and left over from the day before, 
sometimes half eaten, juft as fortune served him. 

14 

He delighted to put to death or otherwise punish anyone 
at all, without diftindion of persons or occasions: and he treated 
in this manner several noblemen, his schoolfellows and com- 
panions, whom he had by flattery enticed into his society, as 
if he were on the point of inviting them to share the empire 
with him. To one he gave poison with his own hand, in a cup 
of cold water which he called for in a fever. Of the usurers, 
notaries, and publicans, who had ever at any time demanded a 
debt of him at Rome, or any toll or cuftom upon the road, he 
hardly spared one. One of these, while in the very adt of 
saluting him, he ordered for execution, but immediately sent 
for him back; and when all about him commended his clemen- 
cy, he commanded the man to be slain before his face, saying, 
“I would feed my eyes.” Two sons who interceded for their 
father, he ordered to be executed with him. A Roman knight, 
upon being dragged away for execution, cried out, "Sir, I have 
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made you my heir!” Whereupon he desired that the will be 
produced; and finding that a freedman had been made joint 
heir with him, he commanded that both he and the freedman 
should have their throats cut. He put to death some of the 
common people only for railing aloud at the blue party in the 
Circensian games; supposing it to be done in contempt of him- 
self and the hope of a revolution in the government. There were 
no persons with whom he dealt more harshly than with jugglers 
and astrologers; and as soon as anyone of them was informed 
against, he put him to death without the formality of a trial. 
He was exasperated with them because, after his proclamation 
by which he commanded all astrologers to quit Rome and Italy 
also, before the calends of Odober, a bill was immediately 
posted about the city, with the following words: “TAKE 
NOTICE:” (in imitation of the form of the public edidts, 
which began with the words Bonum Fadiim) “The Chaldazans 
also decree that Vitellius Germanicus shall be no more, by the 
day of the said calends.” He was even suspeded of being ac- 
cessory to his mother’s death, by forbidding sustenance to be 
given her when she was unwell; a German witch, whom he held 
to be oracular, having told him, “that he would long reign 
in security if he survived his mother.” But others say, that 
being quite weary of the State of afiairs and apprehensive of the 
future, she obtained without difficulty a dose of poison from 
her son. 


15 

In the eighth month of his reign, the troops both in Moesia 
and Pannonia revolted from him; as did likewise, of the armies 
beyond sea, those in Juda:a and Syria, some of which swore 
allegiance to Vespasian as emperor in his own presence, and 
others in his absence. In order, therefore, to retain the favour 
and affedion of the people, Vitellius lavished on all around 
whatever he had it in his power to bedow, both publicly and 
privately, in the mod extravagant manner. He also levied 
soldiers in the city, and promised all who enlided as volunteers, 
not only their discharge after the vidory was gained, but all 
the rewards due to veterans who had served their full time in 
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the wars. The enemy now pressing hotly forward both by sea 
and land, on one hand he opposed against them his brother with 
a fleet, the new levies, and a body of gladiators, and in another 
quarter the troops and generals who were engaged at Bedriacum. 
But being discomfited in open fi^eld or secretly betrayed at every 
turn, he agreed with Flavius Sabinus, Vespasian’s brother, to 
abdicate, on condition of having his life spared and a hundred 
millions of sefterces granted him; and he immediately, upon 
the palace fteps, publicly declared to a large body of soldiers 
there assembled, “that he resigned the government, which he 
had accepted against his will;’’ but they all remonArating 
againA it, he put oflf the conclusion of the treaty. Next day, 
early in the morning, he came down to the forum in a very 
mean habit, and with many tears repeated the speech, from a 
writing which he held in his hand; but the soldiers and people 
both, interrupting him a second time and exhorting him not to 
be caA down, but to rely on their zealous assiftance, he took 
courage again, and forced Sabinus, with the reft of the Flavian 
party, who now thought themselves secure, to retreat into the 
Capitol where he deftroyed tliem all by setting fire to the temple 
of Jupiter, while he beheld the conteft and the fire from 
Tiberius’ house where he was feafting. Not long after, repent- 
ing of what he had done, and laying all the fault upon others, 
he called a public assembly: where he swore, and compelled all 
the reft to take the same oath, "that he and they would hold 
nothing more sacred than the public peace.” Then, drawing a 
dagger from his side, he presented it firft to the consul and, 
upon his refusing it, to the magiftrates, and then to every one 
of the senators; but none of them being willing to accept it, 
he went away, as if he meant to lay it up in the temple of 
Concord. But some crying out to him, “You are Concord,” 
he came back again, and said that he would not only keep his 
weapon, but for the future use the surname of Concord. 

i6 

He advised the senate to send ambassadors, accompanied 
by the Veftal Virgins, to crave peace, or at leaft, some longer 
time to consult upon the point. The next day, while he was 
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waiting for an answer, word was brought to him by a spy, that 
the enemy was advancing. Immediately, therefore, throwing 
himself into a small litter, borne by hand, with only two at- 
tendants, a baker and a cook, he privately withdrew to his 
father’s house, on the Aventine hill, intending to escape thence 
into Campania. Soon after, upon a groundless report flying 
aroimd, that the enemy was willing to come to terms, he suffered 
himself to be brought back to the palace; where, finding no- 
body, and those who were with him slinking away, he girded 
round his waift a belt full of gold pieces, and then ran into the 
porter’s lodge, tying the dog before the door, and piling up 
againA it the bed and bedding. 

17 

By this time the forerunners of the enemy’s army had 
broken into the palace, and meeting with nobody, searched, as 
was natural, every corner. Being dragged by them out of his 
cell, and asked “who he was?” (for they did not recognize 
him) , “and if he knew where Vitellius was?” he deceived them 
by a lie. But at laA being recognized, he begged hard to be 
detained in cuitody, even were it in a prison; pretending to 
have something to say which concerned Vespasian’s security. 
Nevertheless he was dragged half naked into the forum, with 
his hands tied behind him, a rope about his neck, and his clothes 
torn, amid the mo^t scornful abuse, both by word and deed, 
and then along the Via Sacra; his head being held back by the 
hair, in the manner of condemned criminals, and the point of 
a sword put under his chin, that he might hold up his face to 
public view; some of the mob, meanwhile, pelting him with 
dung and mud, while others called him "an incendiary and 
glutton.” They also upbraided him with the defedts of his 
person, for he was monitrously tall, and had a face usually 
very red with hard drinking, a large belly, and one thigh weak, 
by reason of a chariot having run againit him, during his at- 
tendance upon Caius Caligula at a race. At length, upon the 
Scala: Gemoniae, he was tortured and mangled by slow degrees, 
and then dragged by a hook into the Tiber. 
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Thus he perished, with his brother and son, in the fifty- 
seventh year of his age, and so verified the prediction of those 
who had foretold him that by the sign which had been seen at 
Vienne, as before related, he would fall into the hands of a 
Gaul. For he was seized by Antoninus Primus, a general of the 
adverse party, who was born at TotJouse, and, when a boy, 
had the surname of Becco, which signifies a cock’s beak. 



T. FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS AUGUSTUS 


I 

The empire, which had wavered so long in a doubtful and 
unsettled Aate, induced by the rebellion and violent death of 
its laA three princesj was at length re-e^ablished in peace and 
security by the Flavian family. This house was, I mu^ needs 
say, of obscure descent, and could boaA of no ancestral honours; 
howbeit the commonwealth had no cause to regret its ascendan- 
cy, though it is acknowledged that Domitian met with the juA 
reward of his avarice and cruelty. Titus Flavius Petro, a towns- 
man of Reate, the original seat of the Flavian family, and a 
centurion, siding in the civil war with Pompey, (but whether 
he served voluntarily or was called forth, it is not known) , fled 
out of the battle of Pharsalia and went home; where, having 
at laA obtained his pardon and discharge, he became a colledor 
of the money raised by public sales in the way of audtion. His 
son, surnamed Sabinus, was never engaged in the military 
service, though some say he was a centurion of the firft order, 
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and others, that while he held that rank, he was discharged on 
account of his ill health. This Sabinus was a publican, and re- 
ceived the tax of the fortieth penny in Asia. And there were 
remaining, at the time of the advancement of the family, several 
Statues, which had been eredted to him by the cities of that 
province, with this inscription: “To the honeSt Tax-farmer.” 
He afterwards turned usurer among the Helvetii, and there 
died, leaving behind him his wife, Vespasia Polla, and two sons 
which he had by her; the elder of whom, Sabinus, came to be 
prefed of the city, and the younger, Vespasian, to be emperor. 
Polla, descended of a good family at Nursia, was the daughter 
of Vespasius Pollio, who was thrice appointed military tribune, 
and at laSt prefedt of the camp; and her brother was a senator 
of pretorian dignity. There is to this day, about six miles from 
Nursia, on the road to Spoletum, a place on the summit of a 
hill, called Vespasias, where are several monuments of the 
Vespasii, a sufficient proof of the nobility and antiquity of the 
race. I cannot deny that some have alleged that Petro’s father 
was a native of Gallia Transpadana, whose employment was to 
hire labouring people who used to emigrate every year from 
the country of the Umbria into that of the Sabines, to assift 
them in their husbandry, but who settled at laSt in the town 
of Reate, and there married. But I could never find (make 
what search I would) , the lea^t evidence to persuade me of the 
truth of this report. 


a 

Vespasian, the emperor, was born in the country of the 
Sabines beyond Reate, in a little country seat called Phalacrine, 
upon the fifth of the calends of December, in the evening, in 
the consulship of Quintus Sulpicius Camerinus and Caius 
Poppasus Sabinus, five years before the death of Augustus. He 
was brought up under the care of Tertulla, his grandmother 
by the father’s side, upon an eftate belonging to the family at 
Cosa in the Volscian territory. When he became emperor, he 
used frequently to visit the place where he had spent his in- 
fancy, the house being kept juit as it had been in former times, 
that his eyes might miss nothing of what they were wont to 
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see there. And he so loved the memory of his grandmother 
that on all solemn occasions and festival days, he con^antly 
drank out of a silver cup which she had been accuftomed to 
use. After assuming the virile gown, in the seventeenth year of 
his age, he refused for a long time the senator’s toga, though his 
brother had obtained it; nor could he be persuaded to sue for 
it by anyone but his mother. She at length forced him to it, 
more by taunts and reproaches, than by her entreaties and 
authority; calling him now and then, in taunting fashion, his 
brother’s footman. He served as military tribune in Thrace. 
When made queftor, the province of Crete and Gyrene fell to 
him by lot. He was candidate for the edileship and soon after 
for the pretorship, but met with a repulse in the former case; 
though at la^l, with much diflaculty, he came in sixth on the 
poll-books. Howbeit, the oflSce of pretor he carried upon his 
fir^t canvas, landing among the highest at the poll. Being highly 
displeased with the senate and desirous to gain, by all possible 
means, the favour of Caius Caligula, he earneftly demanded and 
obtained leave to exhibit extraordinary games in honour of the 
emperor’s vidory in Germany; and urged the senate to augment 
the punishment of the conspirators againd his Hfe, by exposing 
their dead bodies unburied. He likewise gave him thanks in that 
augud assembly for the honour of being admitted to his table. 

3 

Amid these events he married Flavia Domitilla, a freed- 
woman of Statilius Capella, a Roman knight of Sabrata in 
Africa, who had been committed to his care and given the 
Latin rights; and who was soon afterwards declared fully and 
freely a citizen of Rome, on a trial before the court of Re- 
covery, brought by her father Flavius Liberalis, a native of 
Ferentum, but no more than secretary to a quedor. By her he 
had three children, Titus, Domitianus, and Domitilla. He out- 
lived his wife and daughter whom he buried while he was yet 
a private citizen. After his wife’s death, he recalled his former 
concubine Caenis, the freedwoman of Antonia, together with 
her amanuensis; and her he kept, after he was emperor, almod 
as if she had been his lawful wife. 
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Under the emperor Claudius, by the intereft of Narcissus, 
he was sent to Germany in command of a legion; whence being 
removed into Britain, he engaged the enemy in thirty battles. 
He reduced imder subjedion to the Romans two very powerful 
tribes and above twenty great towns, with the Isle of Wight, 
which lies close to the coaft of Britain; partly under the com- 
mand of Aulus Platius, the consular lieutenant, and partly under 
Claudius himself. For this achievement he received the tri- 
umphal ornaments, and in a short time after two prie^hoods, 
besides the consulship, which he held during the two la^ months 
of the year. The interval between that and his proconsulship, 
he lived a quiet life in a retired place, for fear of Agrippina, 
who ftill had great power over her son (Nero) , and hated all 
the friends of Narcissus, who was then dead. Afterwards he 
got by lot the province of Africa, which he governed with 
much honour and reputation, notwithstanding that once, in 
an insurredion at Adrumetum, he was pelted with turnips. It 
is certain that he returned thence nothing richer; for his credit 
was so low that he was obliged to mortgage his whole property 
to his brother; and of necessity, for the maintenance of his 
estate and dignity, he went so low as to trade in mules; for 
which reason, he was commonly called "the Muleteer.” He is 
said likewise to have been convided of extorting from a young 
man of fashion two hundred thousand seSterces for procuring 
him the broad Stripe, contrary to the wishes of his father, and 
was sharply rebuked for it. While in attendance upon Nero 
in Achaia, he frequently withdrew from the theatre while Nero 
was singing; or, if he remained, fell asleep; which gave so much 
offence, that he was not only excluded from his society, but 
forbidden to salute him in public. Upon this, he withdrew to 
a small, remote town, where he lay skulking, in constant fear 
of his life, until a province, with an army, was offered to him. 

There had been spread throughout the EaSt, and for long 
believed among men, a saying that there should come forth from 
Judaea, one whom deStiny decreed should be lord of the whole 
world: which prophecy, (as events showed), referred to a 
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Roman emperor; but the Jews, taking it to themselves, rebelled, 
and having slain their governor, Gessius Florus, put to flight 
also the lieutenant of Syria, CeStiiw Gallus, a man of consular 
rank, who was advancing to his assi^ance, and took from him 
an eagle, the ^ndard of one of his legions. To suppress this 
revolt, because there was need of a Wronger army and a valiant 
general, who might be safely truAed in an affair of so great 
consequence, Vespasian was chosen in preference to all others 
as a man of approved valour and activity and one who, because 
of the obscurity of his origin and name, was not to be feared 
in high places. Two legions, therefore, eight squadrons of horse, 
and ten cohorts, being added to the former troops in Judaea, he, 
taking with him his elde;^ son as lieutenant, as soon as he 
arrived in his province, turned the eyes of the neighbouring 
provinces upon him by immediately reforming the discipline 
of the camp and engaging the enemy once or twice with such 
resolution, that, in the attack of a caitle, he had his knee hurt 
by the stroke of a ftone and received several arrows in his shield. 

5 

After the deaths of Nero and Galba, while Otho and 
Vitellius ilrove for the sovereignty, he had good hope of the 
empire, conceived long before, from the following tokens: 
upon an eAate belonging to the Flavian family, in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, there was an old oak, sacred to Mars 
which, at the three childbirths of Vespasia, put out each time 
a new branch, foreshadowing the future fortune of each child. 
The firft was small and slender, and quickly withered away; 
and therefore the girl born at that time did not live the year 
to an end. The second became vigorous, which portended great 
felicity; but the third reached the proportions of a tree. Where- 
upon his father Sabinus, encouraged by these omens, which 
were confirmed by the augurs, told his mother, "that her grand- 
son would be emperor of Rome;” at which she laughed heartily, 
marvelling, she said, "that her son should be in his dotage while 
she continued ftill in full possession of her powers.” 

Afterwards in his edileship, when Caius Caaar, being angry 
with him for not taking care to have the ftreets kept clean. 
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ordered the soldiers to fill the bosom of his gown with mud, 
some persons at that time interpreted it as a sign that the 
government, being trampled under foot and deserted in some 
civil commotion, would fall under his protedtion, and as it were 
into his bosom. Once as he sat at dinner, a Grange dog brought 
in a man’s right hand, and laid it under the table: this being, 
as everyone knows, the sign of sovereign power. Another time, 
while he was at supper, a plough ox, having shaken the yoke 
off his neck, broke into the room; and after he had driven away 
all the attendants, on a sudden, as if he was weary, laid down at 
Vespasian’s feet as he reclined upon his couch and gently put 
his neck under him. A cypress tree, in a field belonging to the 
family, was plucked up by the roots, without any force of 
tempeA, and laid flat upon the ground; but on the following 
day it rose again, greener and stronger than before. 

He dreamt in Achaia that he and his should begin to 
prosper when Nero had a tooth drawn; and it happened that 
the day after, a surgeon coming into the hall, showed him a 
tooth which he had juft extraded from Nero. In Judaea, upon 
his consulting the oracle of the divinity at Carmel, the answer 
was so encouraging as to assure him of success in anything he 
undertook, however great or important it might be. And when 
Josephus, the hidorian, one of the noble prisoners, was put in 
chains, he confidently aflSrmed that he should be released in a 
very short time by the same Vespasian, who would firft be- 
come emperor. Some omens, no less significant, were likewise 
mentioned in the news from Rome and among others, that 
Nero, towards the close of his days, was commanded in a dream 
to carry Jupiter’s sacred chariot out of the sanduary where it 
dood, to Vespasian’s house, and condud it thence into the 
circus. Also, not long afterwards, as Galba was going to the 
eledion in which he was created consul for the second time, a 
datue of the Divine Julius turned towards the ead. And in die 
field of Bedriacum, before the battle began, two eagles engaged 
in the sight of the army; and one of them being overcome, a 
third came at the very indant from the ead and drove the 
vidor away. 
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Yet for all this he attempted no enterprise, though his 
friends and soldiers were very ready to aid him and even pressed 
him to adtion, until he was drawn to it by the unexpected favour 
of some persons, who, as it fell out, were both unknown to him 
and at a di^ance. Two thousand men, drawn out of three 
legions in the Moesian army, had been sent to the assi^ance of 
Otho. While they were upon their march, news came that he 
had been vanquished and had laid violent hands upon himself; 
notwithstanding which, they continued their march as far as 
Aquileia, pretending that they gave no credit to the report; 
where, after they had, by vantage of opportunities offered and 
uncontrolled liberty, committed all manner of robberies and 
outrageous ads, fearing to be called to an account on their 
return and punished therefor, resolved upon choosing and 
creating an emperor. For they counted themselves in no way 
inferior to the army which made Galba emperor, nor to the 
pretorian troops which had set up Otho, nor the army in Ger- 
many to whom Vitellius owed his advancement. Having pro- 
posed, therefore, all the consular lieutenants, and some taking 
exception to one for this cause and another for that; at laSt 
some of the third legion, which a little before Nero’s deatli 
had been removed out of Syria into Mcesia, highly extolled 
Vespasian, and all the red assenting thereto, his name was im- 
mediately inscribed on their dandards. But for a time the pro- 
jed was suspended, the troops being brought to submit to 
Vitellius a little longer. 

But when the fad was once divulged, Tiberius Alexander, 
governor of Egypt, fird compelled the legions under his com- 
mand to swear obedience to Vespasian as their emperor, on the 
calends of July, which was observed ever after as the day of 
his accession to the empire; and upon the fifth of the ides of 
the same month, the army in Judaea, where he then was, also 
swore allegiance to him. The enterprise was very much ad- 
vanced by a copy of a letter, (whether true or false, I know 
not), that was circulated, and said to have been written by 
Otho, before his decease, to Vespasian, recommending to him 


• 349 • 



• THE TWELVE CJESARS ■ 


in the moft urgent terms to avenge his death and entreating him 
to come to the aid of the commonwealth: and also by a rumour 
that Vitellius, after his success against Otho, proposed to change 
the winter quarters of the legions and remove those in Ger- 
many to a less hazardous Nation and a warmer climate. More- 
over, among the governors of provinces, Licinius Mucianus 
dropping the grudge arising from a jealousy of which he had 
hitherto made no secret, promised to join him with the Syrian 
army; and, among the allied kings, Volugesus, king of the Par- 
tisans, ofiFered him a reinforcement of forty thousand archers. 

7 

Vespasian, therefore, having undertaken a civil war and 
sent forward his generals and forces into Italy, passed over to 
Alexandria to obtain possession of the key of Egypt. Here 
having entered alone, without attendants, the temple of Serapis, 
to take the auspices respeding the edablishment of his power, 
and having done his utmod to propitiate the deity, upon turn- 
ing round, he thought he saw Basilides, his freedman, who 
offered him the sacred leaves, chaplets, and cakes, according to 
the usage of the place; although no one had admitted him, and 
he had long laboured under a muscular infirmity, which scarce- 
ly enabled him to set one foot before another, and he was 
known, withal, to be a long way off. And immediately letters 
arrived with intelligence that Vitellius’s troops had been de- 
feated at Cremona and he himself slain at Rome. The only 
thing that he now wanted (being, as one would say, a prince 
unlooked-for, and new to the empire) , was somettdng to im- 
part to him countenance, authority, and a kind of royal majesty. 
But even that came on apace, by this occurrence: a poor 
commoner who was blind, and another who was lame, came 
both together before him when he was seated on the tribunal, 
imploring him to heal them, and saying that they had been 
admonished in a dream by the god Serapis to crave his help, 
in this manner, that he would restore to the one his sight, if he 
did but anoint his eyes with his spittle, and ftrengthen the leg 
of the other, if he vouchsafed only to touch it with his heel. 
At firft, hardly believing that the thing would find success, he 
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dared not put it to the venture; at length, through the per- 
suasion of his friends, openly before the whole assembly, he 
essayed both means, and neither missed of its effedt. About the 
same time, at Tegea in Arcadia, by the diredion of some sooth- 
sayers, several vessels of ancient workmanship were dug out of 
a consecrated place; and among them was an efSgy resembling, 
for all the world, Vespasian. 

g A.U.C. 823 

Thus qualified as he was, and graced with so great fame, 
he returned to Rome; and after his triumph over the Jews, he 
added eight consulships to his former one. He took upon him- 
self likewise the censorship, and all during his reign he held 
nothing closer to his heart than firft to restore order in the itate, 
which had been brought almoA to utter decay, and then to 
adorn and improve it. The soldiers, some presuming boldly 
on their vidhory, and others disheartened by the disgrace of 
their overthrow, had fallen into every species of audacity and 
hcentiousness. Nay, the provinces, too, and free cities, and 
some kingdoms in alliance with Rome, were all in a discordant 
ftate. He, therefore, disbanded many of Vitellius’ soldiers, and 
punished others; and so far was he from granting any extraordi- 
nary favours to the sharers of his success, that it was late before 
he paid the gratuities due to them by law. That he might let 
shp no opportunity of reforming the discipline of the army, 
upon a young man’s coming to him smelling of sweet perfumes 
to give him thanks for having appointed him to command a 
squadron of horse, he turned away his head in disgust, and, 
giving him this sharp reprimand, "I had rather you had smelt 
of garhc,” revoked his commission. When the men belonging 
to the fleet, who travelled by turns from Oftia and Puteoli to 
Rome, petitioned for an addition to their pay, under the name 
of shoe money, thinking that it would answer little purpose to 
send them away without a reply, he ordered them for the 
future to run barefoot; and so they have done ever since. He 
deprived of their liberties Achaia, Lycia, Rhodes, Byzantium, 
and Samos, and reduced them to the form of provinces; Thrace, 
also, and Cilicia, as well as Comagene, which until that time 
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had been under the government of kings. He Rationed some 
legions in Cappadocia on account of the frequent inroads of 
the barbarians, and, initead of a Roman knight, appointed as 
governor there a man of consular rank. The city of Rome 
being much blemished by the ruins of houses which had been 
burnt down long before, he gave leave to any one who would, 
to take possession of the void ground and build upon it, if the 
proprietors should hesitate to perform the work themselves. He 
took upon himself the re-edifying of the Capitol, and was the 
foremoft to put his hand to clearing the ground of the rubbish, 
yea, and carried some of it away upon his own shoulder. And 
he undertook likewise to reAore the three thousand tables of 
brass which had been destroyed in the fire which consumed the 
Capitol; searching in all quarters for copies of those curious 
and ancient records, in which were contained the decrees of 
the senate, almo^ from the building of the city, as well as the 
ads of the people, relative to alliances, treaties, and privileges 
granted to any person. 


9 

He built also new works: namely, the temple of peace near 
the forum, that of Claudius on the Ccelian mount, which had 
been begun by Agrippina but almod entirely demolished by 
Nero; and an amphitheatre in the center of the city, which he 
underdood that Augudus had projeded. He purified the sena- 
torian and equedrian orders, which had been much reduced by 
the havoc made among them at several times and was fallen 
into disrepute by negled. Having removed the mod unworthy 
persons, he chose in their room the mod honourable persons 
in Italy and the provinces. And to let it be known that those 
two orders differed not so much in privileges as in dignity, he 
declared publicly, when some dispute arose between a senator 
and a Roman knight, "that senators ought not to be provoked 
with foul language, unless they were the aggressors, and then it 
was fair and lawful to return it.” 

10 

The business of the courts had greatly accumulated, partly 
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from old lawsuits which, on account of the interruption that 
had been given to the course of justice, ftill remained unde- 
cided, and partly from the accession of new suits arising out 
of the disorder of the times. He, therefore, chose commissioners 
by lot to provide for the restitution of what had been seized 
by violence during the war, and others with extraordinary 
jurisdidion to decide causes belonging to the centumviri and 
reduce them to as small a number as possible, for the dispatch 
of which, otherwise, the lives of the litigants could scarcely 
allow suflEcient time. 

11 

LuSt and prodigality, from the lack of restraint which had 
long prevailed, had taken a mighty hold upon the city. He, 
therefore, obtained a decree of the senate, that a woman who 
formed a union with the slave of another person, should be 
accounted a bondwoman herself; and that usurers should not 
be allowed to take proceedings at law for the recovery of money 
lent to young men while they lived in their father’s family, not 
even after their fathers were dead. In all other affairs, from the 
beginning of his empire to the very end, he ruled with great 
moderation and clemency. 

12 

His former low eState he dissimulated not at any time; 
nay, he would often make mention of it himself. When some 
ajffedbed to trace his pedigree to the founders of Reate and a 
companion of Hercules, whose monument is Still to be seen on 
the Salarian road, he mocked and laughed them to scorn. And 
so indifferent was he to external and adventitious ornaments 
that, on the day of his triumph (which his son Titus shared 
with him) , being quite tired of the lengthy and tedious march, 
he could not forbear saying, "he was rightly served, for having 
in his old age been so silly as to desire a triumph; as if it was 
either due to his ancestors, or had ever been expeded by him- 
self.” Nor would he for a long time accept the tribunitian 
authority or the title of Father of his Country. And the 
custom of searching those who came to salute him he dropped 
even in the time of the civil war. 
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13 

The frank speech of his friends, the figurative allusions of 
advocates pleading at the bar, and the uiunannerly rudeness of 
philosophers, he bore with great nuldness. Licinius Mucianus, 
a man notorious for his wantonness, but presuming confidently 
on his great services, treated him very disrespeAfully; yet he 
reproved him only privately; and when complaining of his 
condud to a common friend of theirs, he concluded with these 
words, “however, I am a man.” When Salvius Liberalis, in 
pleading the cause of a rich man under prosecution, was so bold 
as to say, “what is it to Cassar, if Piipparchus possesses a hundred 
millions of seSterces?” he commended him for it. Demetrius, 
the Cynic philosopher, who had been sentenced to banishment, 
meeting him on the road, and not deigning to rise or salute 
him, but rather barking at him, I know not in what words, 
he only called a cur. 


14 

Wrongs and affronts offered to him, he never bore in 
mind nor avenged. He arranged a marriage for the daughter 
of Vitellius into a very noble house and gave her, beside, a rich 
dowry and equipage. Being in great fear and dismay after he 
was forbidden the court in the time of Nero, and asking those 
about him, what he should do? or, whither he should go? one 
of those whose office it was to introduce people to the emperor, 
thrufting him out, bade him go to Morbonia which, (there be- 
ing no such place) was a courtly way of wishing him ill. But 
when this same person came afterwards to ask his forgiveness, 
he gave no further vent to his anger than to give him the same 
message in almoft the very words. So far was he from con- 
triving the overthrow or death of any person, through fear 
or suspicion that, when his friends counselled him to beware 
of Metius Pomposianus, because it was commonly believed, on 
his nativity being caft, that he was defined by fate to the 
empire, he made him consvil, promising for him that he would 
not forget the benefit conferred. 
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15 

There is scarcely to be found an innocent person who is 
known to have been punished in his reign, unless in his absence 
and without his knowledge, or at leaft again^ his will. Although 
Helvidius Priscus, the philosopher, was the only man who pre- 
sumed to salute him on his return from Syria by his private 
name of Vespasian and, when he came to be pretor, omitted 
any mark of honour to him or even any mention of him in his 
edidfcs, yet he was not angry until Helvidius proceeded to in- 
veigh againA him in the moit insolent terms. Then indeed he 
banished him, and afterwards ordered him to be executed; yet 
he would gladly have saved him notwithftanding and according- 
ly sped messengers on the way to fetch back the executioners; 
and he would have saved his life had he not been deceived by 
a false report that he was already dispatched. He never re- 
joiced at the death of any man; nay, he would even weep and 
sigh at the juft punishment of malefadors. 

16 

The only thing for which he might deservedly be blamed 
was covetousness. For, not content with reviving the impofts 
which had been repealed in the time of Galba, he imposed new 
and onerous taxes, augmented the tribute of the provinces and 
doubled that of some of them. He likewise openly engaged in 
a trafEc, which is discreditable even to a private individual, 
namely that of buying great quantities of goods for the purpose 
of retailing them again to advantage. Nay, he made no scruple 
of selling the great ofEces of the ftate to suitors for them, and 
also pardons to persons under prosecution, whether they were 
innocent or guilty. It is believed that if any of his procurators 
were more greedy or unscrupulous than the others, he pro- 
moted them to higher oflSces with the view of squeezing them 
after they had become rich. It was a common saying, that he 
used them as sponges, because it was his praftice, as we may 
say, to wet them when dry and squeeze them when wet. Some 
write that he was by nature moft covetous and was upbraided 
with it by an old herdsman of his who, upon the emperor’s 
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refusing to enfranchise him gratis, (which he humbly craved 
of him on his advancement to the empire) , cried out, “that 
the fox changed his hair, but not his nature.” Some, on the 
contrary, are of opinion that he was driven to his rapacious 
proceedings by necessity and the extreme poverty of the 
treasury and exchequer, of which he took public notice in the 
beginning of his reign; declaring that “no less than four 
hundred thousand millions of sefterces were wanting to carry 
on the government.” This is the more likely to be true, be- 
cause he used to the be^ purposes what he procured by bad 
means. To all ranks of men he was moSt liberal. He made up 
to several senators the estate required by law to qualify them 
for that dignity. He relieved likewise such men of consular 
rank as were poor, with a yearly allowance of five hundred 
thousand seiterces; and rebuilt, in a better manner than before, 
several cities in different parts of the empire which had been 
damaged by earthquakes or fires. 

17 

He set great itore by scholars and artifts and encouraged 
them above all others. He was the firft who, out of his own 
coffers, granted to the Latin and Greek professors of rhetoric 
the yearly stipend of a hundred thousand sefterces each. He 
also bought the freedom of fine poets and artifts, and gave a 
noble gratuity to the reftorer of the Goan of Venus and to 
another artist who repaired the Colossus. Some person offering 
to convey some immense columns into the Capitol at a small 
expense by a mechanical contrivance, he rewarded him very 
handsomely for his invention, but would not accept his service, 
saying, “suffer me to find maintenance for the poor people.” 

18 

In the games during which the Stage scenery of the theatre 
of Marcellus was dedicated he revived the old musical enter- 
tainments. He gave Apollinaris, the tragedian, four hundred 
thousand seSterces, and to Terpinus and Diodorus, the harpers, 
two hundred thousand; to some a hundred thousand; and the 
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leaft he’ gave to any of the performers was forty thousand, 
besides many gold crowns. He entertained company constantly 
at his table and often in great State and very sumptuously, in 
order to help the butchers and all those who sold viduals. As 
in the SaturnaUa he made presents to the men which they were • 
to carry away with them, so did he to the women upon the 
calends of March. Yet for all this he could not wholly avoid 
the infamous note of his former avarice. The Alexandrians 
called him constantly Cybiosa&es; a name which had been given 
to one of their kings who was sordidly avaricious. Nay, at his 
funeral Favo, the principal mimic, personating him and imitat- 
ing, as adors do, both his manner of speaking and his gestures, 
asked aloud of the procurators, "how much his fimeral and the 
procession would coSt?” And being answered, “ten millions 
of seSterces,” he cried out, "give him but a hundred thousand 
seSterces, and they might throw his body into the Tiber!” 

19 

He was of middle Stature, well set, and with limbs compad 
and Strongly made. His countenance was like that of a man in 
the ad of Straining himself. Whereupon, one of those witty 
fellows, upon the emperor’s request that he make a jeSt resped- 
ing himself, retorted, "that I will — when you have finished 
your business at the Stool.” His health was excellent, though 
he did nothing more to preserve it than vigorously rub his neck 
and other parts of his body at regular times, in the tennis court 
attached to the baths, besides faSting one day in every month. 

20 

This order of life he maintained for the moSt part. After 
he became emperor, he used to wake very early, often before 
daybreak. Having read over his letters, and the briefs of all 
the departments of the government offices, he admitted his 
friends; and while they were paying him their salutations, he 
would put on his shoes and dress himself without aid. Then, 
when he had dispatched such business as was brought before 
him, he rode out, and afterwards retired to reft, lying on his 
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couch with one of his concubines, of whom he kept several 
after the death of Cainis. Coming out of his private apart- 
ments, he passed to the bath and then entered the supper room. 
They say that he was never more pleasant and indulgent than 
at that time: and such opportunities as these, his attendants 
always waited for when they had any favour to ask. 

21 

At supper, and indeed at all times he was very free and 
merry with his friends; being much given to humour, but of 
a low order, and not forbearing at times to use very ribald 
language. Yet there are many ingenious conceits of his extant, 
among which are these. Being once reminded by Meitrius 
Florus, that plauBra was a more proper pronunciation than 
ploBra, he saluted him the next day by the name of Flaurus; 
which name, being derived from a Greek word meaning 
"worthless,” gave a happy point to the retort. Having yielded 
at length to a certain woman who was enamoured of him and 
ready, as it were, to die for pure love, he admitted her to his 
bed; and when she had given him four hundred thousand 
sefterces for lying with her, and his Steward desired to know 
how he would have the sum entered in his accounts, he said: 
“For Vespasian’s being seduced.” 

22 

He quoted Greek verses very aptly; as, in referring to a 
tall man, who had enormous parts: 

''Still shaking, as he Strode, his vaSi long spear.” 

And of Cerylus, a freedman, who being very rich, had begun 
to pass himself off as freeborn, to elude the exchequer at his 
decease, and assumed the name of Laches, he said: 

Ah, Laches, Laches! when thou art no more. 

Thou’ It Cerylus be called, juSt as before. 

Most of all he affedted a kind of humour upon his own un- 
seemly means of raising money, perhaps in order to wipe off 
the odium by light words and turn it all to jeSt. One of his 
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minifters, whom he loved dearly, made suit in behalf of some 
person as his brother, for a Aewardship. And when he had put 
off granting him his petition, he sent for the candidate, and 
having exaded from him as much money as he had agreed to 
give his friend at court, he appointed him without further 
delay, to the ofiSce. The minider interposing himself again, 
"you mud,” said he, “find another brother; for the one you 
adopted is in truth mine.” 

Suspeding once, during a journey, that his mule driver 
had alighted to shoe his mules, only in order to have an oppor- 
tunity for allowing a person they met, who was engaged in a 
lawsuit, to speak to him, he asked him, "how much he got for 
shoeing his mules?” and insided on having a share of the profit. 
When his son Titus blamed him for laying a tax even upon the 
sanitary arrangements, he applied to his son’s nose a piece of the 
money he received in the fird indallment and asked him if he 
was offended with the smell? When he answered No, “and 
yet,” said he, "it is derived from urine.” 

Some ambassadors brought him word that there was de- 
creed for him, at the common expense, a datue of giant-like 
proportions, that would cod no small sum of money. He com- 
manded them to pay it down immediately, holding out the 
hollow of his hand, and saying, "there was a base ready for the 
datue.” Not even when he was in fear and peril of death could 
he forbear jeding. For when, among other prodigies, the 
mausoleum of the Caesars suddenly flew open and a blazing dar 
appeared in the heavens: one of the prodigies, he said, con- 
cerned Julia Calvina, who was of the family of Augudus; and 
the other, the king of the Parthians, who wore his hair long. 
And in the very fird access of his disease, "methinks,” said he, 
"I am deifying,” in allusion to the apotheosis of the emperors. 

23 

In his ninth consulship, being assailed in Campania with 
some light symptoms of his sickness, and immediately return- 
ing to the city, he soon afterwards went thence to Cutiliae, and 
his edates in the country about Reate, where he used con- 
dantly to spend the summer. Here, though his malady was 
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much aggravated, and he also injured his bowels by too free 
use of cold waters, he nevertheless executed the fundions of 
emperor and even gave audience to ambassadors in bed. At 
laA, being taken ill of a diarrhoea, to such a degree that he was 
ready to swoon, he cried out, "an emperor ought to die ^tand- 
ing.” As he was endeavouring to rise, he died in the hands of 
those who were helping him up, upon the eighth of the calends 
of July, being sixty-nine years, one month, and seven days old. 

24 

All writers agree in this, that so confident was he of his 
own horoscope and that of his children that, after several con- 
spiracies againit him, he told the senate, that either his sons 
would succeed him, or nobody. It is said, moreover, that he 
dreamed once that he saw a balance landing in the middle of 
the porch of the Palatine house, exadtly poised; in one scale 
of which ^ood Claudius and Nero, in the other, himself and 
his sons. And it fell out so indeed; for the reigns of the two 
parties were precisely of the same duration. 




TITUS FLAVIUS VESPASIANUS AUGUSTUS 


I A.u.c. 794 

Titus, surnamed as his father was, Vespasianus, was the 
darling and delight of mankind, so richly endowed was he with 
natural grace, genius, and good fortune. To win, as he did, the 
favour of all, after he became emperor, was no easy accomplish- 
ment, considering that before that time, and even during his 
father’s reign, he could not avoid the hatred and ill will of the 
world. This Titus, I say, was born upon the third of the calends 
of January in the year remarkable for the death of Caius 
Caligula, near the Septizonium, in a poor ill-favoured house, 
and a very small and dark room, which ftill remains to be seen. 

He received his education in the palace with Britannicus, 
(son of Claudius and Messalina) and was inAru(3:ed in the same 
arts under the same makers. It was at this time, men say, that a 
physiognomist being introduced by Narcissus, the freedman of 
Claudius, to examine the features of Britannicus, positively 
affirmed that he would never become emperor, but that Titus, 
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who ftood by, would. Now these two were so familiar, that 
Titus being next him at table, is thought to have tafted of 
the same cup of poison whereof Britannicus drank and died; 
whereupon he fell into a grievous disease that troubled him 
long and occasioned him great suffering. In remembrance of 
all these things, he afterwards ereded a golden datue of Britan- 
nicus in the Palatium, and dedicated to him an equedrian 
datue of ivory; attending it in the Circensian procession, in 
which it is dill carried to this day. 

2 

From his very childhood, there shone forth in him the 
nobled gifts both of body and mind, and these grew in drength 
as he advanced in years. He had a fine countenance and 
physique, which combined a certain majedy with grace and 
beauty: and was very drong, though not tall, and inclined 
somewhat to doutness. He was gifted with an excellent memory 
and a capacity for all the arts of peace and war; he was a perfed 
mader of the use of arms and a good horseman; very ready in 
the Latin and Greek tongues, both in verse and prose; and such 
was the facility he possessed in both, that he would harangue 
and versify extempore. Nor was he unskilled in music, for he 
could both sing and play upon the harp sweetly and proficient- 
ly. I have also heard men say that he could write shorthand 
very swiftly, driving in sport and merriment with his own 
secretaries in the imitation of any handwriting he saw; and 
would often say that he would have made a notable forger. 

3 

In the rank of military tribune, he served both in Germany 
and Britain, receiving great commendation for his indudry, 
and no less for his modedy and reputation; as appears from the 
great number of datues, with honourable inscriptions, ereded 
to him in various parts of these provinces. After serving in the 
wars, he pleaded causes in court, but with less assiduity than ap- 
plause. About the same time, he married Arricidia, the daughter 
of Tertullus, who was only a knight, but had formerly been 
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prefed of the pretorian guards. After her death, he married 
Marcia Furnilla, but afterwards divorced her, taking from her 
their daughter. Upon the expiration of his quedorship, he was 
raised to the rank of commander of a legion, and took the two 
ftrong cities of Tarichxa and Gamala in Judaea; and having his 
horse killed under him in a battle, he mounted another, whose 
rider he had met and slain. 


4 

Soon afterwards, when Galba came to be emperor, being 
sent to congratulate him upon his advancement, he drew all 
men’s eyes upon him, wherever he came; it being the common 
opinion, that the emperor had sent for him with a design to 
adopt him for his son. But finding all things again in confusion, 
he turned back upon the road; and going to consult the oracle 
of Venus at Paphos about his voyage, he received assurances of 
obtaining the empire for himself. These hopes were speedily 
ftrengthened, and being left to finish the redudion of Judaea, 
in the final assault of Jerusalem, he slew seven of the enemy, 
with a like number of arrows, and won the city upon the birth- 
day of his daughter. So great was the joy and love of the 
soldiers that, in their congratulations, they saluted him with 
one voice by the title of Emperor; and upon his quitting the 
province soon afterwards, would needs have detained him, 
earnestly begging him, and that not without threats, "either 
to day, or take them all with him.” Upon this rose the suspicion 
of his being engaged in a projed to revolt againd his father 
and claim for himself the government of the Ead; and the 
suspicion was augmented when, on his way to Alexandria, he 
wore a diadem at the consecration of the ox Apis at Memphis: 
which he did only in accordance with the ancient religious 
usage of the country, yet there were those who condrued it 
otherwise. Making, therefore, what hade he could into Italy, 
he arrived fird at Rhegium, and sailing thence in a merchant 
ship to Puteoli, went to Rome with all possible speed and lightly 
equipped. Presenting himself unexpededly to his father, he 
said, by way of checking the false rumours concerning him, 
“I am come, father; I am come.” 
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5 

From that time forward he conAantly carried himself as 
his father’s colleague, and, indeed, as regent of the empire. He 
triumphed with his father, bore jointly with him the office of 
censor, and was, besides, his colleague not only in the tribunitian 
authority, but in seven consulships. Taking upon himself the 
care and inspection of all offices, he dictated letters, wrote proc- 
lamations in his father’s name, and pronounced his speeches in 
the senate in place of the queStor. He likewise assumed the 
command of the pretorian guards, although no one but a 
Roman knight had ever before been their prefeCt. In this office 
he conducted himself with much violence, taking off without 
scruple or delay all those he had moft reason to suspeCt, after 
he had secretly sent his emissaries into the theatres and camp, 
to demand, as if by general consent, that the suspeCted persons 
should be delivered up to punishment. Among these, he invited 
to supper Aulus Cascina, a man of consular rank, whom he com- 
manded to be tabbed, immediately he had gone out of the 
room. I muit needs say that he was driven to this proceeding 
by an imminent danger; for he had discovered a writing under 
the hand of Cxcina, containing an account of a plot hatched 
among the soldiers. By these aCts, though he provided for his 
future security, yet for the present he so much inflamed the 
hatred of the people, that scarcely anyone ever came to the 
empire with a more unpopular character or more generally 
disliked. 

6 

Besides his cruelty, he was suspeCted also of riotous living, 
as he often continued feaiting until midnight with the mo^ 
spendthrift of his companions; and of wanton luft, likewise, on 
account of the number of catamites and eunuchs that he kept 
about him, and the love that he was noted to bear to Queen 
Berenice, to whom it was said that he promised marriage. There 
was, moreover, suspicion of plunder and avarice; for it is cer- 
tain, that, in causes which came before his father, he used to 
offer his interest for sale, and take bribes. In short, men both 
believed and reported him to be another Nero. But this bad 
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name turned out in the end to his profit, and enhanced his 
praises to the higher pitch when he was found to possess no 
vicious propensities but, on the contrary, the nobleft virtues. 
The banquets that he gave were pleasant merriments, rather 
than sumptuous orgies; and he surrounded himself with such 
fine friends that the succeeding princes adopted them as moft 
serviceable to themselves and the ^tate. He immediately sent 
away Berenice from the city, much againit both their wills. 
Some of his old eunuchs, though such skillful dancers that they 
bore an uncontrollable sway upon the itage, he was so far from 
treating with any extraordinary favour that he would not so 
much as witness their performances in the crowded theatre. 
He violated no citizen’s rights; and if ever man refrained from 
inju^ice, he did; nay, he would not accept the allowable and 
cuAomary offerings. Yet in munificence he was inferior to none 
of the princes before him. Having dedicated his amphitheatre, 
the Colosseum, and built some warm baths close by it with great 
expedition, he entertained the people with splendid spedtacles. 
He likewise exhibited a naval fight in the old Naumachia, be- 
sides a combat of gladiators; and in one day brought into the 
theatre five thousand wild bea^s of all kinds. 

7 

He was by nature moft kind and gracious; for whereas all 
the emperors after Tiberius, according to the example he had 
set them, would not admit the grants made by former princes 
to be valid unless they received their own sandion, he confirmed 
them all by one general edid, without waiting for any appli- 
cations to be made. Of all who sued for any favour he sent 
none away without hope. And when his miniders remondrated 
with him that he promised more than he was able to perform: 
"What!” said he, “there ought no man to depart from the 
speech of a prince, sad and disconsolate.” Calling to mind one 
time as he sat at supper that he had done nothing for any man 
that day, he uttered this memorable and praiseworthy saying, 
"my friends, I have lod a day.” 

He treated the people on all occasions with so much 
courtesy that, on his presenting them with a show of gladiators, 
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he declared that he would set it forth, not to please himself, but 
to delight the beholders; and accordingly he did so. He denied 
them nothing and very frankly encouraged them to ask what 
they pleased. Espousing the cause of the Thracian party among 
the gladiators, he frequently joined in the popular demon- 
strations in their favour, but without compromising his dignity 
or doing injustice. And to omit no occasion of gaining in 
popular favour, he sometimes made use himself of the baths he 
had erecfled and admitted the conunon people with him. 

There fell in his reign some dreadful accidents: an eruption 
of mount Vesuvius, in Campania, and a fire in Rome, which 
raged for three days and three nights; besides a plague, such as 
was scarcely ever known before. Amid these many great calami- 
ties he showed not only princely concern, but even a fatherly 
affedion, for his people; one while comforting them by his 
proclamations, and another while relieving them to the utmoSt 
of his power. For repairing the losses in Campania, he chose 
commissioners by lot, from among the men of consular rank. 
The estates of those who had perished by the eruption of 
Vesuvius and who had left no heirs, he applied to the repair 
of the ruined cities. As to the public buildings destroyed by 
fire in the City, he openly proclaimed that nobody should be a 
loser but himself. Accordingly, he applied all the ornaments 
of his palaces to the decoration of the temples and purposes of 
public utility, and appointed several men of the equestrian 
order to superintend the work. For the relief and cure of the 
people during the plague, he employed, in the way of sacrifice 
and medicine, all means both human and divine. Among the 
adversities of those times may be reckoned the informers and 
their agents, a tribe of miscreants who had grown up under 
the licence of former reigns. These he commanded to be 
scourged or beaten with Sticks in the forum and then, after he 
had compelled them to pass through the amphitheatre as a 
public spectacle, ordered them to be sold for slaves, or else 
banished to some barren islands. And to restrain such as might, 
at any time, follow their pradices, he made a law, among others, 
prohibiting adtions to be successively brought under different 
Statutes for the same cause, or the State of affairs of deceased 
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persons to be inquired into after a certain term of years. 

8 

Having proclaimed that he accepted the office of Pontifex 
Maximus for the purpose of keeping his hands tindefiled, he 
made good his word. For after that time, he was never the 
author of any man’s death, nor accessory thereto (albeit he 
lacked not sometimes jiiil cause of revenge), but swore de- 
voutly that he would rather die himself than do others to 
death. Two men of patrician rank being convided of aspiring 
to the empire, he only advised them to desift, saying that the 
sovereign power was disposed of by fate, and promised them 
that if there was anything else they desired of him he would 
grant it. He also dispatched messengers to the mother of one 
of them, who was at a great diftance and in deep diftress over 
her son, to assure her of his safety. The men themselves he not 
only invited to sup with him, but next day, at a show of gladi- 
ators, purposely placed them close by him; and handed to them 
the arms of the combatants which had been presented to him 
for his inspedion. It is said, moreover, that having had their 
nativities caft, he assured them, "that a great calamity was im- 
pending on both of them, but from another hand, and not from 
his;” and so it fell out indeed. Though his own brother was 
continually plotting againft him, almoft openly ftirring up the 
armies to rebellion and contriving to get away, yet he could not 
endure to execute him, or to banish liim from his presence; nor 
did he treat him with less honour than before; but, as he had 
always done from the firft day of his imperial dignity, he con- 
ftantly declared him to be his partner in government, and his 
successor; at other times, begging him privately, with tears and 
prayers, "that he would return the afiFedion he had for him.” 

9 

Amid this blessed coturse of life he was cut short by an 
tmtimely death, to the greater loss of mankind than of himself. 
At the close of the public spedacles, he shed abimdant tears, 
and then retired into the Sabine country, more sad than he 
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usually was, becavise, when he was sacrificing, the vidim had 
broken loose and escaped; and also because in fair and clear 
weather it had thundered. At the fird reding place on the 
road, being seized with a fever and carried forward in a litter, 
they say that he drew back the curtains and looked up to 
heaven, complaining very piteously that his life should be taken 
from him who had not deserved to die; for there was no adion 
of his that he could repent of, save one. What that one was, 
he neither uttered himself, nor is it easy for any man to guess. 
Some think that he alluded to an intimate association which he 
had formerly with his brother’s wife. But Domitia devoutly 
swore that he had never had such dealings with her: which she 
would never have done, had there been any truth in the report; 
nay, she would rather have beaded of it, as she was ready enough 
to glory in all her shameful intrigues. 

lO 

He departed this world in the same villa where his father 
had died before him, upon the Ides of September, two years, 
two months, and twenty days after he had succeeded his father; 
and in the one-and-fortieth year of his age. When his death 
became known to the people, they mourned for him as for a 
private and domedic sorrow. The senate assembled in hade, 
before they could be summoned by proclamation, and locking 
the doors of their house at fird, but afterwards opening them, 
gave him such thanks and heaped upon him such praises, now 
he was dead, as they never had done while he was alive and 
present among them. 




TITUS FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS 


I A.U.C. 804 

Domitian was born upon the ninth of the calends of 
November, when his father was consul-ele<5t and was to enter 
upon his office the month following. His birth took place in 
the sixth region of the city at the Pomegranate, in the house 
which he afterwards converted into a temple of the Flavian 
family. His childhood and youth, so the report goes, were 
spent in so much poverty and infamy, that he owned not so 
much as one piece of plate; and it is well known that Clodius 
Pollio, a man of pretorian rank, againft whom there is a poem 
of Nero’s extant entitled Luscio, kept a note in his handwriting 
which he sometimes produced, in which Domitian promised 
him the use of his body for one night. Some likewise have said 
that he had similar relations with Nerva, who succeeded him. 
In the war with Vitellius he fled into the Capitol with his uncle 
Sabinus and a part of the troops they had in the city. But the 
enemy breaking in and the temple being set on fire, he hid 
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himself all night with the sacri^an; and early the next morning, 
disguised as a prieit of Isis, and mixing with the worshippers 
belonging to that vain superstition, he passed over the Tiber, 
with only one attendant, to the house of a woman who was 
the mother of one of his schoolfellows, and lurked there so 
close that, though the enemy, who were at his heels, searched 
very Strictly after him, they could not discover him. At laSt, 
after the vidtory of his party, he showed himself, and being 
generally saluted by the name of Caesar, he assumed the office 
of pretor of the City, with consular authority, but in fadt had 
nothing but the name; for the jurisdidtion he transferred to 
his next colleague. But he used his absolute power so licentious- 
ly that even then he showed what kind of prince he was likely 
to prove. And not to recite every particular, after he had 
brought dishonour to the wives of many men of diftindtion, he 
took Domitia Longina from her husband, ./Elias Lamia, and 
married her; and in one day disposed of above twenty offices 
in the city and the provinces; upon which Vespasian said several 
times, that “he marvelled that he did not send him a suc- 
cessor too.” 


2 

He likewise designed an expedition into Gaul and Ger- 
many, notwithstanding that none was necessary, and his father’s 
friends advised him againSt it; and this he did only because he 
yearned to equal his brother in achievements and reputation. 
But for this he was sharply rebuked, and that he might the 
more effedually be reminded of his age and position, was made 
to live with his father, and his litter had to follow his father’s 
and brother’s carriage, as often as they went abroad; but he 
attended them in their triumph for the conqueSt of Judaea, 
mounted on a white horse. Of the six consulships which he 
held, only one was ordinary; and that he obtained by the cession 
and interest of his brother. He greatly aflFedled a modeA be- 
haviour and, above all, a taAe for poetry; insomuch, that he 
rehearsed his performances in public, though it was an art he 
had formerly little cultivated, and which he afterwards de- 
spised and abandoned. Yet, devoted as he was at this time to 
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poetical pursuits, when Vologestis, king of the Parthians, desired 
succours against the Alani, with one of Vespasian’s sons to 
command them, he laboured with might and main to procure* 
for himself that appointment. But the scheme proving abortive, 
he endeavoured by presents and promises to engage other kings 
of the Eait to make a similar request. After his father’s death, 
he was for some time in doubt whether he should not offer the 
soldiers a donative double to that of his brother, and made no 
scruple of saying frequently, “that he had been left his partner 
in the empire, but that his father’s will had been treacherously 
laid aside.” From that time forward, he was conftantly en- 
gaged in plots againit his brother, both publicly and privately; 
until, his brother falling dangerously ill, he ordered all his 
attendants to leave him, under pretence of his being dead, 
before the breath had really left his body; and, at his decease, 
paid him no other honour than that of enrolling him among 
the gods; and he often carped at his memory, in sneering 
fashion, both in speeches and in edids. 

3 

In the beginning of his reign, he used to retire into a 
secret place for one hour every day, and there do nothing 
else but catch flies, and dick them through the body with a 
sharp pin. When someone, therefore, inquired whether any- 
body was with Csesar, Vibius Crispus made answer, not im- 
pertinently, “no, not so much as a fly.” Soon after his ad- 
vancement, his wife Domitia, by whom he had a son in his 
second consulship, and whom the year following he compli- 
mented with the title of Augufta, falling madly in love with 
Paris, the ador, he put her away; but within a short time 
afterwards, being unable to bear the separation he took her 
home again, pretending that the people had called upon him 
to do so. In the adminidration of the empire, he conduded 
himself for a good while in a variable manner, as one composed 
of an equal mixture of vices and virtues, until at length he 
turned his virtues also into vices: being, (so far as we may 
conjedure) over and above his natural inclination, made covet- 
ous by want, and cruel by fear. 
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He exhibited, at frequent intervals, magnificent and coStly 
shows, not only in the amphitheatre, but also in the circus; in 
which, beside the usual races with chariots drawn by two or 
four horses abreast, he represented a battle between both horse 
and foot, and a sea fight in the amphitheatre. The people were 
also entertained with the chase of wild beaAs and the combat 
of gladiators, even in the night time, by torchlight; nor did men 
only take part in these spedacles, but women also. He regu- 
larly attended the games given by the quedors, which had been 
disused for some time, but were revived by him; and upon those 
occasions, always gave the people the liberty of demanding two 
pairs of gladiators out of his own school, who appeared lad 
in court uniforms. At all the shows of gladiators, there always 
dood at his feet a little boy dressed in scarlet, with a prodigious- 
ly small head, with whom he used to confer often, and some- 
times on serious matters. Certain it is, he was overheard asking 
him **what he thought of the lad appointment in the provinces, 
namely that of making Metius Rufus governor of Egypt?” 

He exhibited naval fights, performed by fleets almod as 
numerous as those usually employed in real engagements; 
making a vad lake near the Tiber and building seats around it; 
and these he would witness himself during the greated dorms 
and showers that might rage. He set forth also the Secular 
games, computing not from the year in which tliey had been 
exhibited by Claudius, but from the time of Augudus’ cele- 
bration of them. In these, upon the day of the Circensian sports, 
in order to have a hundred races performed, he reduced each 
course from seven rounds to five. He likewise indituted, in 
honour of Jupiter Capitolinus, a solemn conted in music to 
be performed every five years; besides horse racing and gym- 
nadic exercises, with more prizes than are at present allowed. 
Herein the concurrents drove also for the prize in elocution, 
both Greek and Latin; and besides single harpers, there were 
others who played concerted pieces or solos, without vocal 
accompaniment. Young girls also ran races in the Stadium, at 
which he presided in his sandals, dressed in a purple robe, made 
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after the Grecian fashion, and wearing upon his head a golden 
crown bearing the images of Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva; with 
the flamen of Jupiter, and the college of priests sitting by his 
side in the same dress, excepting only that their crowns had 
also his own image on them. 

He likewise celebrated every year upon the Alban mount 
the feftival of Minerva, for whom he had appointed a college 
of priefts, out of which were chosen by lot persons to preside 
as governors over the college; these were obliged to entertain 
the people with extraordinary chases of wild beails, and ftage- 
plays, beside contents for prizes in oratory and poetry. At the 
festival of the Seven Hills, he distributed large hampers of pro- 
visions to the senatorial! and equestrian orders, and small baskets 
to the common people, encouraging them to eat by falling 
to himself. The day after, he scattered among the people a 
variety of cakes and other delicacies to be scrambled for; and 
upon the greater part of them falling amidSt the seats of the 
crowd, he ordered five hundred tickets to be thrown into each 
range of benches belonging to the senatorian and equestrian 
orders. 

5 

Many noble and Stately buildings which had been consumed 
by fire, he rebuilt; and among them the Capitol, which had 
been burnt down a second time; but all the inscriptions were in 
his own name, without any credit being given to the original 
founders. He likewise ereded a new temple in the Capitol to 
Jupiter CuStos, and a forum, which is now called Nerva’s, as 
also the temple of the Flavian family, a Stadium, for races both 
of men and horses, an odeum, for musical performances, and 
a naumachia, for naval battles; out of the Stone dug from 
which, the sides of the Circus Maximus, which had been burnt 
down, were rebuilt. 

6 

He undertook several expeditions, some voluntarily, and 
some from necessity. That againSt the Catti was unprovoked, 
but that against the Carmatians was necessary; an entire legion, 
with its commander, having been cut off by them. He sent 
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two expeditions againft the Dacians; the firft upon the defeat 
of Oppius Sabinus, a man of consular rank; and the other, upon 
that of Cornelius Fuscus, prefed of the pretorian cohorts, to 
whom he had entruded the condud of the war. After several 
battles with the Catti and Daci, he celebrated a double triumph. 
But for his vidories over the Sarmatians, he only bore in pro- 
cession the laurel crown to Jupiter Capitolinus. The civil war 
dirred up by Lucius Antonius, governor of Upper Germany, 
he dispatched, without being personally present at it, with 
wonderful good fortune; for, at the very moment of joining 
battle, the BJiine suddenly thawing, the troops of the barbarians 
which were ready to join L. Antonius, were prevented from 
crossing the river. Of this vidory he had intelligence by pre- 
sages, before the messengers arrived with the news. For upon 
the very day the battle was fought, a splendid eagle spread its 
wings round his datue at Rome, and made a great flapping 
noise in token of much joy. And shortly after a rumour be- 
came common that Antonius was slain; nay, many avouched 
confidently that they saw his head brought to the city. 

7 

He introduced many innovations in matters of common 
pradice. The dole of viands didributed in little baskets in lieu 
of a public supper, he abolished, and revived the old cudom of 
regular and complete suppers. To the four former parties in 
the Circensian games, he added two new ones who wore gold 
and scarlet. He prohibited the players from ading in the 
theatre, but permitted them the free and lawful exercise of their 
art in private houses. He gave order that no males should be 
gelded; and reduced the price of the eunuchs who were dill 
left in the hands of the dealers in slaves. On the occasion of a 
great plentitude of wine, and as much scarcity of corn, sup- 
posing that the tillage of the ground was negleded for the sake 
of attending too much to the cultivation of vineyards, he 
published a proclamation forbidding the planting of any new 
vines in Italy, and ordering the vines in the provinces to be cut 
down, nowhere permitting more than one half of them to re- 
main. However, he did not persid in the full execution of this 
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ad. Some of the greatest oflSces he conferred upon his freed- 
men and soldiers. He forbad two legions to be quartered in 
the same camp, and more than a thousand sederces to be de- 
posited by any soldier with the dandards; because it was 
thought that Lucius Antonius had been stimulated in his late 
projed by the large sum deposited in the military cheSt by the 
two legions which he had in the same winter quarters. He made 
an addition to the soldiers’ Stipend, of three gold pieces a year. 

8 

In the administration of justice he was precise and ener- 
getic. Many a time, sitting out of course in the forum, he 
reversed the definitive sentences of the. One Hundred, given 
through favour or selfish interest. He occasionally cautioned 
the judges of the court of recovery to beware of being too ready 
to admit claims for freedom brought before them. He set a 
mark of infamy upon judges who were convided of taking 
bribes, as well as upon their assessors. He likewise persuaded 
the tribunes of the people to prosecute a corrupt edile for ex- 
tortion, and to desire the senate to appoint judges for his trial. 
He likewise took such efiFedual care in punishing magistrates 
of the city and governors of provinces, guilty of malversation, 
that they never were at any time more moderate or more juSt. 
Most of these, since his reign, we have seen prosecuted for crimes 
of various kinds. Having taken upon himself the reformation 
of the public manners, he restrained the licence of the populace 
in sitting promiscuously with the knights in the theatre. De- 
famatory hbels, published to injure persons of rank, of either 
sex, he suppressed, and not without visiting shame and ignominy 
upon the authors. He expelled a man of queStorian rank from 
the senate for pradicing mimicry and dancing. From women 
of dishonest life, he took away the privilege and use of their 
litters; as also the right of receiving legacies or inheriting estates. 
He Struck out of the list of judges a Roman knight for taking 
back his wife whom he had divorced and prosecuted for 
adultery. He condemned several men of die senatorian and 
equestrian orders, upon the ancient Scantinian law againSt 
pederasty or sodomy. The loose crimes of the VeStal Virgins, 
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which had been overlooked by his father and brother, he 
punished severely, but in different ways: namely, ofFences com- 
mitted before his reign, with death, and those since its com- 
mencement, according to the ancient cu^om, that is, to be let 
down into some underground place, and there Starved to death; 
for, having given liberty to the two sifters called Ocellatae, to 
choose the mode of death which they preferred, and banished 
those who had deflowered them, he afterwards commanded that 
Cornelia Maximilla, the president of the veftals, who had 
formerly been acquitted upon a charge of incontinence, and a 
long time after was again prosecuted and condemned, should 
be buried alive; and those who had been guilty with her, beaten 
to death with rods in the Comitium; excepting only a man of 
pretorian rank, to whom, because he confessed the fadb while 
the case was dubious, and it was not eftablished againft him, 
though the witnesses had been put to the torture, he granted 
the favour of exile. And to preserve pure and undefiled the 
reverence due to the gods, he ordered the soldiers to demolish 
a tomb which one of his freedmen had ereded for his son out of 
the ftones designed for the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, and 
to sink in the sea the bones and relics buried there, 

9 

At firft he abhorred bloodshed and slaughter so much that, 
before his father’s arrival in Rome, calling to mind the verse 
of Virgil, 

Impia quam cxsis ^ens eSt epulata jitvends, 

’Ere impious man, restrain’d from blood in vain. 

Began to feaSt on flesh of bullocks slain , — 

he designed to have published a proclamation, "to forbid the 
sacrifice of oxen.” Before his accession to the imperial authority, 
and during some time afterwards, he scarcely ever gave the 
leaft grounds for being suspeded of covetousness or avarice; 
but, on the contrary, he often afforded proofs, not only of his 
juftice, but his liberality. To all about him he was generous 
even to profusion, and recommended nothing more earneftly 
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to diem than to avoid doing anything base or beggarly. He 
would not accept the property left him by those who had 
children. He also set aside a legacy bequeathed by the will of 
B.USCUS Caepio, who had ordered his heir “to make a present 
yearly to each of the senators upon their firft assembling.” He 
exonerated all those who had been under prosecution from the 
treasury for above five years before; and would not suffer suits 
to be renewed, unless it was done within a year, and on con- 
dition that the prosecutor should be banished if he could not 
make good his cause. The secretaries of the queftors having 
engaged in trade, according to custom, but contrary to the 
Clodian law, he pardoned them for what was paft. Such por- 
tions of land as had been left when it was divided among the 
veteran soldiers, he granted to the ancient possessors, as be- 
longing to them by prescription. He put a ftop to false prose- 
cutions in the exchequer, by severely punishing the prosecutors; 
and this saying of his was much quoted: “That a prince who 
does not punish informers, encourages them.” 

lO 

But he did not long continue in this course of clemency 
and juitice, although he sooner fell into cruelty than into 
avarice. He put to death a scholar of Paris, the pantomimic, 
though but a child and ill at the time, only because, both in 
person and the pradice of his art, he resembled his mader; as 
he did likewise Hermogenes of Tarsus for some oblique re- 
fledions in his Hidory; besides crucifying the scribes who had 
copied the work. One who was mader of a band of gladiators, 
happening to say, “that a Thrax was a match for a Marmillo, 
but not so for the exhibitor of the games,” he ordered him to 
be dragged from the benches into the arena, and exposed to 
the dogs, with this label upon him, “a Parmularian (one who 
favomed the 'Thrax’ party) guilty of talking impiously.” He 
put to death many senators, and among them several men of 
consular rank. In this number were Civica Cerealis, when he 
was proconsul in Africa, Salvidienus Orfitus, and Acilius Glabrio 
in exile, under the pretence of their planning to revolt againd 
him. The red he punished upon very trivial occasions; as 
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^lius Lamia for some jocular expressions, which were of old 
date and perfectly innocent; because, upon Domitian’s com- 
mending his voice, after he had taken his wife from him, he 
replied, “alas! I hold my tongue.” And when Titus fdvised 
him to take another wife, he answered him thus: “"Whi^I have 
you a mind to marry again?” 

Salvius Cocceianus was condemned to death for keeping the 
birthday of his imcle Otho, the emperor: Metius Pomposianus, 
because he was commonly reported to have an imperial nativity, 
and to carry about with him a map of the world upon vellum, 
with the speeches of kings and generals extradted out of Titus 
Livius; and for giving his slaves the names of Mago and Annibal; 
Salluitius Lucullus, lieutenant in Britain, for suffering some 
lances of a new invention to be called “Lucullean;” and Junius 
Ru^icus, for publishing a treatise in praise of Pattus Thrasea 
and Helvidius Priscus, and calhng them both “mo^ upright 
men.” Upon this occasion, he hkewise banished all the philoso- 
phers from the city and Italy. He put to death the younger 
Helvidius for writing a farce, in which, under the character of 
Paris and Oenone, he refleded upon his having divorced his wife; 
and also Flavius Sabinus, one of his cousins, because, upon his 
being chosen at the consular eledion to that office, the public 
crier had, by a blunder, proclaimed him to the people not con- 
sul, but emperor. 

Becoming dill more cruel after his vidory in the civil war, 
he employed the utmod indudry to discover those of the adverse 
party who absconded: many of them he racked with a newly de- 
vised torture, inserting fire through their private parts; and some 
he dismembered by cutting off their hands. Certain it is, that 
only two of any note were pardoned, namely a tribune who wore 
the narrow dripe, and a centurion; who, to clear themselves 
from the charge of being concerned in any rebellious projed, 
proved themselves to have been guilty of proditution, and con- 
sequently incapable of exercising any influence either over the 
general or the soldiers. 


II 

Now in his cruelties he was not only excessive, but also 
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subtle and crafty, pouncing upon his vi<5tims when they leaft 
expieded it. He sent for a certain colledor of his rents the very 
day before he crucified him, and invited him to come into his 
own bedchamber, where he made him sit down upon the bed 
beside him; and dismissed him in a very merry, Hghthearted 
manner, deigning him also the favour of a plate of meat from 
his own table. When he was on the point of condemning to 
death Aretinus Clemens, a man of consular rank, and one of 
his friends and emissaries, he retained him about his person in 
the same or greater favour than ever; until at lad, as they were 
riding together in the same litter, upon seeing the man who 
had informed againd him, he said, "what sayed thou, Clemens? 
shall we hear tomorrow what this base slave shall have to say?” 
Treating with disdain and contempt the patience of men, he 
never pronounced a heavy sentence without some preface that 
promised clemency; so that, there was not a surer sign of some 
horrible end, than a mild and gentle beginning. Some persons 
who dood accused of treason, he brought into the senate, and 
when he had declared that "he should prove that day how dear 
he was to the senate,” he so influenced them, that they con- 
demned the accused to be punished according to the ancient 
cudom; that is, to have their necks locked in pillory, and so to 
be beaten to death with rods. Then, as if horrified by the cruelty 
of the punishment, he would intercede in these words, (for it 
is not impertinent to give them jud as he dehvered them) : 
"Permit me, Conscript Fathers, so far to prevail upon your 
afiedion for me, however extraordinary the requed may seem, 
as to grant the condemned criminals the favour of dying in 
the manner they choose; for by this you shall spare your own 
eyes, and all the world shall know that I was present in the 
Senate.” 


12 

Having emptied his coffers by the expense of his buildings 
and public spedacles, and the increased dipend granted to the 
soldiers, he made an attempt at the redudtion of the army, in 
order to lessen the military charges. But perceiving that he 
would thereby expose himself to the insults of the barbarians. 
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and ^bill be unrelieved of his burdens, he plimged into every 
manner of robbery and extortion to raise money. The estates 
of the hving and the dead were sequestered upon any charge, 
by whomsoever preferred. It was sixfGcient, if any word or 
deed whatsoever were charged againSt a man, to make it high 
treason againSt the prince. Inheritances, were they never so far 
oflF, and no matter to whom they belonged, were confiscated, in 
case but one person should come forth and say, "that he had 
made the emperor his heir.” Besides these exadions, the poll 
tax on the Jews was levied with extreme rigour, both on those 
who lived after the manner of Jews in the city, without pub- 
licly professing themselves to be such, and on those who, con- 
cealing their origin, avoided paying the tribute imposed upon 
that people. I remember, when I was a youth, to have been 
present, when an old man, ninety years of age, was dripped 
naked by the procurator, in a very crowded court, that it might 
be determined whether he was circumcised or not. 

From his very youth Domitian was neither civil nor kind, 
but of a forward, audacious bent, and excessive both in word 
and deed. When Caenis, his father’s concubine, upon her return 
from Idria, offered him her lips to kiss, as she had been used 
to do, he presented his hand. Being indignant that his brother’s 
son-in-law should be attended by servants clad in white, he 
cried out, as if they aped the imperial livery: 

"Too many princes are not good.” 


13 

But once he mounted the imperial seat, he had the im- 
pudence to boad in the senate, "that it was he who had given 
the empire to his father and brother both, and they had but 
delivered it back to him.” And upon taking his wife again, after 
divorcing her, he gave out by proclamation, "that he had re- 
called her to his pulvinar,” as if his bed were consecrated, like 
that on which the images of the gods reposed. He was not a 
little pleased, too, at hearing the acclamations of the people in 
the amphitheatre on a day of fedival, "all happiness to our lord 
and lady.” But when, during the celebration of the Capitoline 
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trial of skill, the whole concoiirse of people entreated him with 
one' voice to restore Palfurius Sura to his place in the senate, 
from which he had been long before expelled (he having then 
carried away the prize of eloquence from all the orators who 
had contended for it) , he did not vouchsafe to give them any 
answer, but only commanded silence, by the voice of the crier. 
With equal arrog^ce, when he didated the form of a letter to 
be used by his procurators, he began it thus: “Our lord and god 
commands so and so;” when it became a rule that no one should 
dyle him otherwise either in writing or speaking. He suffered 
no datues to be ereded for him in the Capitol, unless they were 
of gold and silver, and of a dated weight. He built so many 
fine gates and arches, surmounted by representations of chariots 
drawn by four horses and other triumphal ornaments, in differ- 
ent quarters of the city, that a wit inscribed on one of the arches 
the Greek word meaning “it is enough,” thus making a play 
on its similar sound to the word for “an arch.” 

He filled the office of consril seventeen times, more than 
any man had ever assumed before him, and for the seven middle 
occasions in successive years; but in scarcely any of them had 
he more than the title; for he never continued in office beyond 
the calends of May, and for the mod part only till the ides of 
January. After his two triumphs, when he assumed the cogno- 
men of Germanicus, he called the months of September and 
Odober, Germanicus and Domitian, after his own names, be- 
cause he commenced his reign in the one, and was born in 
the other. 


14 

By this course of life, becoming both hated and feared by 
all men, he was surprised in the end, and murdered by his friends 
and favourite freedmen who, together with his wife, conspired 
his death. He had long before suspeded the very year and day, 
as well as the manner, of his death; for when he was but a 
youth the Chaldazan aftrologers had told him all. His father 
once laughed at him, sitting at supper, for refusing to eat some 
mushrooms, saying that if he knew his fate, he would be afraid 
of the sword indead. Being, therefore, always dricken with 
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fear and lowness of spirits at the leaA suspicion of danger, he 
was moved, it is credibly reported, to withdraw the edi(fb order- 
ing the deftrudion of the vines, chiefly because the copies of it 
which were dispersed had the following lines written upon 
them: 

Gnaw thou my root, yet shall my juice suffice 

To pour on Cesar’s head in sacrifice. 

It was from the same apprehension and fear, that he re- 
fused a new honour, one that had never been devised before, 
offered to him by the senate, though he was ordinarily greedy 
of all such compliments. What they decreed was this: That as 
often as he held the consulship, Roman knights, chosen by lot, 
should walk before him, clad in the Trabea, with lances in their 
hands, among his lidors and apparitors.” As the time of the 
danger which he dreaded drew near, he became daily more and 
more perplexed; insomuch that he lined the walls of the porticos 
in which he used to walk, with the done called Phengites, 
brought from Cappadocia, which was as hard as marble, white 
and translucent; by the refledion of which he could see every 
objed behind him. He seldom gave an audience to persons in 
cudody, unless in private, being alone, and he himself holding 
their chains in his hand. He condemned to death Epaphroditus, 
his secretary, because it was believed that he had assided Nero, 
when utterly forsaken, to kill himself; and by this means he 
hoped to persuade his servants that the life of a mader was not 
to be attempted, in any emergency. 

To conclude, his lad vidim was Flavius Clemens, his 
cousin-german, who is thought by some to have been a convert 
to the Chridian religion, a man mod contemptible for his sloth- 
fulness and negligence, whose sons, then of very tender age, he 
had openly avowed would be his successors; and, discarding their 
former names, had ordered one to be called Vespasian, and the 
other Domitian. Nevertheless, he suddenly killed him, upon a 
very slender suspicion (of Jewish manners), when he was 
scarcely out of his consulship. By this deed, more than any- 
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thing else, he ha^ened his own deftrudion. For the space of 
eight months, there was so much lightning at Rome, seen and 
reported to him, that at laft he cried out, “let him now Arike 
whom he will,” meaning God or Jupiter. The Capitol was 
struck, as were also the temple of the Flavian family, with the 
Palatine house, and his own bedchamber. The tablet also, in- 
scribed upon the base of his triumphal ^atue was carried away 
by the fury of the temped, and fell upon a neighbouring 
monument. The tree which juft before the advancement of 
Vespasian had been proftrated and rose again, suddenly fell a 
second time. The goddess Fortune of Pracnefte, to whom it was 
his cuftom on new year’s day to commend the empire for the 
ensuing year, and who had always given him a favourable reply, 
now in this laft year delivered a moft woeful one, and not with- 
out mention of blood. He dreamt that Minerva, whom he 
worshipped even to a superftitious excess, was withdrawing 
from her sandtuary, saying that she could not proted him any 
longer, because she was disarmed by Jupiter. 

But nothing so much disquieted him as an answer given 
by Ascletario, the aftrologer, and the accident that happened to 
him. This Ascletario had been informed againft, and did not 
deny his having predided that which by his art and learning 
he foresaw. Domitian asked him, what end he thought he 
should come to himself? And when he made answer, that his 
deftiny was to be torn to pieces by dogs, he ordered him im- 
mediately to be slain, and in order to prove the rashness and 
uncertainty of his art, caused him to be very carefully buried. 
But in the execution of this order, it chanced that the funeral 
pile was blown down by a sudden tempeft, and the body, half 
burnt, was rent piecemeal by dogs; which, being observed by 
Latinus, the comic aftor, as he chanced to pass that way, he 
told it, among the other news of the day, to the emperor at 
supper. 

i6 

The day before his death, he ordered some dates, served up 
at table, to be kept till the next day, adding, “if I have the 
luck to use them.” And turning to those who were neareft him, 
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he said, “tomorrow the moon in Aquarius will be bloody in- 
stead of watery, and an event will happen which will be much 
talked of all the world over.” About midnight, he was so 
terrified that he leaped out of bed. That morning he tried and 
passed sentence on a soothsayer sent from Germany, who being 
consulted about the lightning, foretold from it a change in the 
government. And as he scratched an ulcerous tumour on his 
forehead, seeing the blood run down his face, he said, "would 
this were all that is to befall me!” Then, upon his asking the 
time of the day, initead of telling him the fifth hour, which 
was the one he feared, false word was brought to him that it 
was the sixth. Overjoyed at this information, as if all danger 
were now passed, and ha^ening to cherish his body and make 
much of himself, he was stopped by Parthenius, his chamber- 
lain, who told him that a person was come to wait upon him 
about a matter of great consequence, which would admit of no 
delay. Ordering all persons to leave him, therefore, he retired 
into his chamber, and was there murdered. 

17 

Touching the manner and means of his death, this much 
is of common report: the conspirators being in some doubt 
when and where they should attack him, whether while he was 
in the bath, or at supper, Stephanus, a steward of Domitilla’s, 
then under prosecution for defrauding his miftress, offered them 
his counsel and help; and wrapping up his left arm, as if it 
was hurt, in wool and bandages for some days, to prevent sus- 
picion, at the hour appointed he secreted a dagger in them. 
Pretending then to make a discovery of a conspiracy, and being 
for that reason admitted, he presented to the emperor a memori- 
al, and while he was reading it in great astonishment, Stabbed 
him in the groin. But Domitian, though wounded, making 
resistance, Clodianus, one of his guards, Maximus, a freedman 
of Parthenius’s, Saturius, his principal chamberlain, with some 
gladiators, fell upon him, and Stabbed him in seven places. A 
boy who had the charge of the Lares in his bedchamber, and 
was then in attendance as usual, gave these further particulars: 
that he was ordered by Domitian, upon receiving his firSt 
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wound, to reach him a dagger which lay under his pillow, and 
call in his domeftics; but that he found nothing at the head of 
the bed, excepting the hilt of a poniard, and that all the doors 
were fa^ened: that the emperor in the meantime got hold of 
Stephanus, and throwing him upon the ground, struggled a 
long time with him; one while endeavouring to wrench the 
dagger from him, another while, though his fingers were hurt 
and mangled, to pluck out his eyes. 

He was killed upon the fourteenth of the calends of 
Odtober, in the forty-fifth year of his age, and the fifteenth of 
his reign. His corpse was carried out upon a common bier by 
the public bearers, and buried by his nurse Phyllis, at his sub- 
urban villa on the Latin Way. But she afterwards privately 
conveyed his remains to the temple of the Flavian family and 
mingled them with the ashes of Julia, the daughter of Titus, 
whom she had also nursed. 

i8 

He was tall in Mature, his countenance modeSt, and in- 
clined to ruddiness, with large eyes, though his sight was dim. 
His presence was graceful and comely, especially in his youth, 
excepting only that his toes were bent somewhat inward. In 
course of time, he became disfigured by baldness, corpulence, 
and the slenderness of his legs, which were reduced by a long 
illness. He was so sensible of how much the modefty of his 
countenance recommended him, that he once made boa ft to the 
senate, “thus far you have approved both of my disposition 
and my countenance.” His baldness irked him so much, that 
he considered it an affront to himself, if any other person was 
twitted with it, either in jeft or in earneft; though in a small 
tra<St he published, addressed to a friend, "concerning the pres- 
ervation of the hair,” he uses for their mutual consolation the 
words following: 

’’SeeSt thou my graceful mien, my Stately form? 
and yet the fate of my hair awaits me; yet with a ftout heart 
I endure that the bush of my head disappears in my fresh youth. 
And this would I have you know, that nothing is more pleasing, 
and nothing more fleeting, than beauty.” 
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19 

He so disliked exertion and fatigue, that he scarcely ever 
walked through the city on foot. In his expeditions and on a 
march, he seldom rode on horseback, but was generally carried 
in a litter. He had no disposition toward the exercise of arms, 
but delighted in the use of the bow and arrow. Many persons 
have seen him often lull a hundred wild animals, of various 
kinds, at his Alban retreat, and fix his arrows in their heads 
with such dexterity, that he could, in two shots, plant them, 
like a pair of horns, in front. He would sometimes direct his 
arrows again^ the hand of a boy standing at a diftance, with his 
fingers apart; and such was his precision that they all passed 
through the void spaces between the fingers, doing the boy no 
harm at all. 


20 

In the beginning of his empire, he negledted the itudy of 
all liberal sciences, though he took care to restore, at a huge 
expense, the libraries which had been burnt down; colledting 
manuscripts from all parts, and sending scribes to Alexandria, 
either to copy or corred them. Yet he never gave himself the 
trouble of reading hiftory or poetry, or of employing his pen 
even for private purposes. Except for the Commentaries and 
Ads of Tiberius Ca:sar, he never read anything. His letters, 
speeches, and edids, were all drawn up for him by others; 
though he could converse with elegance, and sometimes voiced 
memorable original sentiments. As for example: "Would that 
I were as fair and well favoured as Metius fancies himself to 
be.” And of the head of someone whose hair was reddish and 
sprinkled with grey, he said, "that it was snow mixed with 
mead.” It was his saying, that the lot of princes was very 
miserable, for they were never credited with the discovery of a 
conspiracy, unless they were slain fird. 

21 

When he had leisure, he amused himself with dice, even 
on days that were not festivals, and in the morning. He went 
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to the bath early, and made a plentiful ditmer, insomuch that 
he seldom ate more at supper than a Matian apple, to which 
he added a draught of wine, out of a small flask. He gave 
frequent and sumptuous banquets, but they were short, for he 
never prolonged them after sunset, and held no revel after- 
wards. For, till bed time, he did nothing else but walk by him- 
self in his own chamber. 


21 

In fleshly lu^t he was excessive; and the ordinary use of 
Venus, as if it was a kind of exercise, he called Clinopale, or 
bed-wreftling. It was commonly reported that he himself used, 
with pincers, to depilate his concubines, and to swim about in 
company with the lowest prostitutes. His brother’s daughter, 
Julia, was offered him in marriage when she was a virgin; but 
being at that time enamoured of Domitla, he resolutely refused 
her. Yet not long afterwards, when she was given to another, 
he was ready enough to solicit her favours, and that even while 
Titus was living. But after she was bereft of father and 
husband both, he loved her with moSt ardent affedion, and that 
openly; insomuch that he was the occasion of her death, by 
forcing her to miscarry when she was with child by him. 

23 

The people took his death very indifferently, but the 
soldiers felt it to the very heart; and immediately endeavoured 
to have him ranked among the gods. They were also ready to 
revenge his loss, if there had been any to take the lead. How- 
ever, they soon after effeded it, by resolutely demanding the 
punishment of all those who had been concerned in his assassi- 
nation. On the contrary, the senate was so overjoyed, that they 
met in all hade, and in a full assembly reviled his memory in 
the mod bitter terms; ordering ladders to be brought in, and 
his shields and images to be pulled down before their eyes and 
dashpH in pieces upon the floor of the senate house; passing at 
the same time a decree to obliterate his titles everywhere, and 
abolish all memory of him. A few months before his death, a 
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raven on the Capitol uttered these words: “All will be well.” 
•Some person gave this interpretation of the prodigy: 

Nuper Tarpeio qux sedit culmine cornix, 

"ESf bene” non potuit dicere; dixit, "Erit,” 

Late croaked a raven from Tarpeia^s height, 

"All is not yet, but shortly will be, right.” 

It is reported likewise that Domitian dreamed that a golden 
excrescence grew out of the back of his neck, which he con- 
sidered as a certain sign of happy days for the empire after 
him. And so it fell out shortly after: such was the ju^ and 
moderate condu<ft of the emperors succeeding him. 



GLOSSARY 


A.C. 

A. V. C. 

Anticyra 

Augurs 

Calends 

Censors 

Carpentum 

Consul 

Copas Imitantium 
Curtian Lake 

Diribitorium 

Divisores 

Edile 

ErgaStulis 

Essedis 

Gelotiana 

Her-nueum 

Ides 

Incitatus 


Before ChriA. 

The year from the foundation of Rome. 

An island famous for the growth of hellobore, considered 
a remedy for insanity. 

Priests who divined omens from the observation of birds. 
Firjt day of the month. 

Those who took an account of the population and the 
value of private eAates; afterwards power was granted 
them to inspeA the public morals as well. 

A carriage usually with two wheels and an arched cover- 
ing; used chiefly by matrons, and named, according to 
Ovid, from Carpenta, mother of Evander. 

A superior magiArate. 

Women who kept inns. Because of their loose character, 
the term came to mean Strumpets or courtesans. 

An enclosure in the middle of the forum, marking the 
spot where Curtius leaped into the lake, which had long 
since been fllled up. 

A house in the Flaminian Circus, begun by Agrippa and 
finished by Augustus, in which soldiers were muftered 
and their pay diAributed. 

Those who distributed the largesse which candidates for 
the magistracies promised to the voters. 

An inferior magistrate. 

Subterranean Strong rooms, like dungeons, in the country 
houses, where incorrigible slaves were kept. 

Light cars on two wheels, conStruAed to carry only one 
person. 

A house adjoining the Circus in which some of the 
emperor’s attendants resided. 

The chamber of Mercury, so-called from the Greek form 
of the name, Hermes. 

The thirteenth day of the month. 

'The name of Caligula’s famous horse might be col- 
loquially translated as "Go ahead.” 

■ 3*9 • 



■ GLOSSARY • 


■Li&or 


LupercaUa 

Lustrum 

\ 

Municipia 

Natriceus 

Nones 

Nuniinee 

Ovation 

One Hundred 

Pallium 

Palilia 

Pope 

Psylli 

Publicans 


QueStor 

Saturnalia 

Sella Curulis 


Within the city, the lidors walked before only one of 
the consuls, usually for a month alternately. A public 
officer, called Accensus, preceded the other consul, and 
the lidtors followed. 

A feftival in honour of Pan, celebrated during the month 
of February in a place called the Lupercal. 

A period of five years, at the end of which the census 
of the people was taken. 

Towns which had obtained the rights of Roman citizens. 
A water-snake, so called from nato, to swim. 

Fifth day of the month. 

The occasion on which people came in from the country 
to the market at Rome, held every nine days. 

A kind of petty triumph, granted in cases where the 
vidory was not of great importance, or had been 
obtained without much difficulty. 

This order, drawn from every tribe in the city, was for 
the purpose of hearing cases between citizens and making 
decisions in civil matters of small importance. 

A cloak generally worn by the Greeks, both men and 
women, freedmen and slaves, but particularly by 
philosophers. 

A fedival day in honour of Peles, goddess of shepherds, 
which was held on the aist of April. 

Persons who led the vidim to the altar at public 
sacrifices. 

A people of Africa, celebrated for sucking the poison 
from wounds inflided by serpents. 

Those who, for a certain rent, farmed out the public 
revenues of the city, whether corn, padurage, cudoms, 
imports, etc., or undertook, by the gross, to make pro- 
vision for the date, build and repair works, etc. 

Treasurer. 

The principal fead of the year, held in honour of Saturn 
during the month of December. 

A chair on which the principal magidrates sat in the 
tribunal upon solemn occasions. 



Septa 

SeSterci 

Sigillaria 

Spolia Opima 
Sportulee 

Supplication 

Thensa 

Transvediio 
T riumpb 

Virile Robe 


/GLOSSARY ■ 

Enclosures msdc with boards, like huAings, for the 
purpose of diAributing people into diAinft classes. 

Two pence half -penny in English money. 

A Areet in Rome where a fair was held after the Satur- 
nalia, which laAed seven days; and toys, consiAing of 
little images and dolls, from which the name is taken, 
were sold. 

Spoils taken from the enemy’s king or chief when slain 
in single combat by a Roman general. 

Small wicker baskets in which vidtuals or money were 
carried. Hence the word was also applied to the public 
entertainments at which food or money was diAributed. 

Days of supplication were those appointed by the senate 
for public thanksgiving in the temples, in the name of a 
viAorious general, who had in the decrees the title of 

emperor. 

\ 

A splendid carriage with four wheels and four horses, 
adorned with ivory and silver, in which, at the Cir- 
censian games, the images of the gods were drawn. 

A procession of the equeArian order which took place 
every year on the 15 th of July. 

The Greater Triumph, in which the viAorious general 
and his army advanced in solemn procession through the 
city to the Capitol, was the higheA military honour 
which could be obtained in the Roman Aate. 

The ordinary Roman outer garment, all white without 
purple, which a youth adopted when he had completed 
his sixteenth year. 




